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CHAPTER ONE

Return to Sapphire Isle

The autumn sun was warm on Lily Hart’s back as she fished a smooth, honey-coloured stone from Brightley Stream. She passed it to her best friend, Jess Forester, who put it in a basket.

“We’ve got loads of stones now,” said Jess with a happy smile.

“Yes, we’ll need another basket soon!” said Lily.

The stream was at the bottom of the Harts’ garden, behind the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital. Lily’s parents ran the hospital in their big barn, and both girls loved to help care for all the poorly animals. They had helped their parents build a new pond there for the ducklings and goslings to enjoy as they got better. They hoped it would have plenty of visiting creatures, too – newts, frogs, toads, and even swans!

Jess stood on one of the stepping stones that crossed the stream. She peered into the crystal-clear water at grey stones with orange threads running through them. “Look at these,” she said. “They’d make such a pretty border around the pond.”

Lily jumped onto the stepping stone beside Jess to look. Then something jumped onto Lily’s stepping stone!
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It was a beautiful cat with a golden coat and eyes the colour of fresh grass.

“Goldie!” Lily cried in delight.

The cat curled around her legs. Then she did the same to Jess, before leaping to the far bank and into Brightley Meadow.

“She’s come to take us to Friendship Forest!” cried Jess.

The forest was their special secret – a magical world where animals lived in little cottages and sipped blackberry tea in the Toadstool Café. And, best of all, they could talk!

Lily and Jess raced after Goldie towards a bare, lifeless tree in the middle of the meadow. The Friendship Tree!

As Goldie reached the tree, crisp yellow and crimson leaves sprang from the branches. A flock of squabbling jackdaws swooped down to feast on the berries that appeared, and pink autumn crocuses dotted the grass below.

The girls held hands and read two words written into the tree’s bark.

“Friend…ship… Fore…est!” they said.

A door appeared in the trunk. Lily’s eyes sparkled as she reached for the leaf-shaped handle and turned it.

Golden light shone out.

The cat leapt through the doorway, and the girls followed into the shimmering glow. They tingled all over, and squeezed each other’s hands in excitement, knowing that the tingle meant they were shrinking a little.

As the light faded they found themselves in a woodland glade, surrounded by trees and brightly coloured flowers. The air was warm and sweetly scented.

And there was Goldie, standing upright and wearing her glittery scarf!
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“Hello, Jess and Lily,” she said in her soft voice. “Welcome back to Friendship Forest!”

The girls hugged her.

“It’s so lovely to be with you again!” cried Jess.

“I hope Grizelda’s not been causing trouble,” said Lily.

Grizelda was an evil witch who wanted to get rid of the animals and take Friendship Forest for herself. So far Goldie and the girls had managed to stop her, but she never seemed to give up. On their last visit to the forest, Grizelda had stolen a magic sapphire that protected beautiful Sapphire Isle. It kept the water of Shimmer Lake at the perfect temperature. When Grizelda stole it, the lake had frozen and the beach had iced over, but luckily the girls and Goldie had managed to get the sapphire back.

“Are the other three sapphires safe? Grizelda’s bound to be after them, for sure,” said Jess.

“Don’t worry,” said Goldie. “I asked the three families who look after them to be sure to hide them well.”

OEBPS/images/map.jpg
T
TRy
i & &ﬁéﬁn u\i





OEBPS/images/p6.jpg
Lets g there now - Just follow me!
Wel find adventure that never emls,
And meet the Masic Animal Friends!

Love,
@ouie ’C‘\e/ Cat






OEBPS/images/p11.jpg





OEBPS/images/icon1.jpg






OEBPS/images/cover.jpg





OEBPS/images/p15.jpg





OEBPS/images/innercover1.jpg
Mo |

./
PMDJ A f@‘mal Fnends } A
Find out how the magic l)esan in

5 i)

Magic Animal Friends series onel #5*

k

Gotit Gotit

wwwmagicanimalfriends.com





OEBPS/images/innercover2.jpg
\\"\\

B/ Q]\ 0.5 N

,f,/ mal Fl'leuds }:\\{C\‘z
Look out for ol

Holly Santapaws Saves Chria Sl Sl
t}ll’cc mﬂslcal Storll?s ln Onc‘ / %
2
P,
4

Got it

wwwmagicanimalfriends,com





OEBPS/images/p1.jpg
N i

Atﬁmal F r’fends





OEBPS/images/titlepage.jpg
Plloel)e Pa(l(uefoot
Makes a Splash

Daisy Meadows

ORCHARD





