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CHAPTER ONE

To Sapphire Isle!

“Nearly finished!” Lily Hart said, shaking water from her hands.

She and her best friend, Jess Forester, were planting reeds at the edge of a pond they’d been building. It was near the Helping Paw Wildlife Hospital, which Lily’s parents ran in a barn in their garden. Both girls adored animals, and loved spending their spare time helping at the hospital.

Some of the patients were watching from nearby pens. A little fox cub sat with her head on one side, and two fluffy bunnies woffled their noses as they peeped at the girls.

“Ducks and frogs will love the pond,” said Jess. “Insects, too!” She smiled as a shimmering blue dragonfly perched on a lily pad that was drifting across the pond. “It looks like it’s having a ride!”


 


[image: images]



 



Lily grinned. “Like we did when we floated on giant lily pads to Sapphire Isle!”

Sapphire Isle was in a secret place called Friendship Forest. The girls’ friend, Goldie the cat, had taken them on lots of amazing adventures there. It was a magical world where the animals could talk! They lived in little cottages and met their friends in the Toadstool Café to drink honey and raspberry smoothies.

“I hope we go back to Friendship Forest soon,” Lily said. Then she spotted something moving in the reeds. A flash of golden fur!

Out stepped a beautiful green-eyed cat.

“Goldie!” the girls cried.

She curled around their ankles, purring. Then with a quick glance up at the girls, Goldie darted towards Brightley Stream at the bottom of the garden.

“Come on, Lily!” said Jess. “We’re going to Friendship Forest!”

They raced after Goldie, across the stream’s stepping stones, into Brightley Meadow.

“Maybe Grizelda’s causing trouble again,” said Lily.

Grizelda was a horrible witch who wanted to drive all the animals away from Sapphire Isle, so she could build a holiday tower and have the island all to herself.

As Goldie reached a dead-looking tree in the middle of the meadow, it burst into life, sprouting scarlet and gold autumn leaves. Fluffy red squirrels hunted for seeds in brown cones, while tiny wrens sang joyfully among the branches. In the grass below, golden dandelions turned their faces to the autumn sun.

The girls caught up as Goldie touched the trunk. Two words appeared in the bark.

Lily and Jess held hands tightly and read aloud, “Friendship Forest.”

A door with a leaf-shaped handle appeared in the tree! Jess opened it, letting golden light spill out.

Goldie bounded inside and the girls followed. They felt the familiar tingle that meant they were shrinking, just a little.

As the light faded, Jess and Lily found themselves in a forest glade, surrounded by trees.

Candyfloss flowers and orange-scented daisies nodded in the soft, warm breeze.

And there was Goldie, standing upright, wearing her glittering scarf. But she looked worried. “I’m so glad you’re back in Friendship Forest,” she said in her soft voice.

Jess held her paw. “What’s wrong?”
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“Has Grizelda stolen the last sapphire?” asked Lily.

The witch had already stolen three of the four magical sapphires that protected Sapphire Isle. The first one was guarded by the Prettywhiskers cat family. It kept Shimmer Lake at the right temperature. The Paddlefoot beavers guarded the second one, which kept the water clean. The third, which kept the lake calm, was guarded by Millie Picklesnout the piglet’s family. The girls and Goldie had managed to get the sapphires back, but Grizelda always had horrible new plans for making trouble.

“She hasn’t stolen the sapphire yet, but I’m worried she will,” said Goldie. “Today’s Sapphire Isle Swimming Gala. She’d love to ruin it.”
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