

[image: The cover to Backpack Explorer Winter Walk]




Welcome to Storey Publishing


We’re a community of doers who love to grow, build, create, and explore the world around us. We invite you to join us in the quest to enrich life through hands-on activities and experiences.

Storey's Fresh Picks Monthly Ebook Specials
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Are You Ready to Explore a Winter Wonderland?



The winter months can feel long, but you don’t have to stay cooped up indoors. There is a whole world of snow, ice, sky, and wildlife waiting outside your front door.

Bundle up, grab this book, and head out for some winter fun!


Things to bring in your backpack


[image: An extra pair of mittens, a camera, sunscreen, snacks and a warm drink]








How to Have Fun with this Book


[image: A chickadee, a bluejay and a chipmunk eating an acorn]

Feed your backyard birds






[image: Dog tracks in the snow]

Look for animal tracks






[image: Snowflakes and a tree]

Catch snowflakes on your tongue











Snowy Day Discovery Tips


[image: A colorful winter hat]Stay warm! Dress in appropriate clothes to stay cozy and dry.

Notice how light and shadows fall on white snow.[image: Warm winter boots]

[image: Juniper berries]Be careful where you step and watch out for icy patches.

Search for seeds, dried berries, and other winter foods for wildlife.[image: A pine cone]

[image: An acorn]Keep your eye out for tracks in the snow. Can you tell who made them?


[image: Bird tracks in the snow]










Frost

Have you ever woken up to find a thin layer of sparkling white on your windows or covering the ground outside? That’s frost! When temperatures are warm during the day and then dip below freezing at night, water vapor in the air settles in little droplets that turn into a thin layer of ice. As the sun rises, its warm rays melt the frost.


A light frost will melt away quickly, but a heavy layer sometimes kills blooming plants.




[image: Leaves on the ground covered in white frost]







Where can you find frost?


[image: Window panes covered in frost]

What happens when you breathe on a frosty window?






[image: A chainlink fence and a spiderweb covered in frost]

Have you ever seen a frosted spiderweb?






[image: Grass, leaves, and an apple covered in frost]

An early frost can damage crops before they are picked.










Closer Look




Do the frost crystals on a windowpane look like tiny feathers?





[image: Frost crystals on glass]















Changing Seasons

Seasons are marked by changes in weather and daylight. The differences among winter, spring, summer, and fall are related to how the sun’s rays affect parts of the planet as it circles around the sun during the year. Not everyone in the world has the same seasons at the same time.


[image: The globe with a red line around the equator, showing the northern hemisphere and the southern hemisphere]


Imagine a belt wrapping right around the middle of Earth. That’s the equator. Everything above the belt is in the northern hemisphere, and everything below it is in the southern hemisphere.

As our planet circles around the sun, it also tilts. For about six months a year, our north pole is closer to the sun and the top half of the planet receives more sunlight. This is when people in the northern hemisphere see warmer weather and longer days. During the other half of the year, the north pole is farther from the sun and northerners have colder, darker days. That means that when it’s winter in the United States, it’s summer in Australia!


[image: The Earth rotating around the sun, showing spring, summer, fall, and winter]







Scavenger Hunt Hear It

You don’t have to move at all for this hunt; just close your eyes and listen. Do you hear any of these sounds?







[image: Scraping frost off a windshield]

Scraping









[image: Snowflakes in the air]

Silence









[image: A girl riding a sled]

Laughing












[image: A bird singing]

Chirping









[image: A dog barking]

Barking









[image: Icicles hanging on a branch in the wind]

Tinkling












[image: A dog walking on leaves and snow]

Crunching









[image: A snowplow pushing snow]

Rumbling









[image: A tree shaking in the wind]

Creaking
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