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Get the most from this book



Everyone has to decide his or her own revision strategy, but it is essential to review your work, learn it and test your understanding. These Revision Notes will help you to do that in a planned way, topic by topic. Use this book as the cornerstone of your revision and don’t hesitate to write in it — personalise your notes and check your progress by ticking off each section as you revise.
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Tick to track your progress


Use the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to plan your revision, topic by topic. Tick each box when you have:





•  revised and understood a topic



•  tested yourself



•  practised the exam questions and gone online to check your answers and complete the quick quizzes





You can also keep track of your revision by ticking off each topic heading in the book. You may find it helpful to add your own notes as you work through each topic.
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Features to help you succeed
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Exam tips


Expert tips are given throughout the book to help you polish your exam technique in order to maximise your chances in the exam.
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Typical mistakes


The author identifies the typical mistakes candidates make and explains how you can avoid them.
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Test yourself


These short, knowledge-based questions provide the first step in testing your learning. Answers are at the back of the book.
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Definitions and key words


Clear, concise definitions of essential key terms are provided where they first appear.


Key words from the specification are highlighted in bold throughout the book.
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Exam preparation


Exam preparation advice is provided for each topic. Use it to consolidate your revision and practise your exam skills.
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Introduction



Welcome to My Revision Notes for WJEC GCSE English Language.


This book is designed to reinforce the skills required for success in both the examination and non-examination units of WJEC GCSE English. It will take you through the different types of questions and point out how to impress the examiner. There are also skills units, focusing on those special areas that are rewarded in the mark schemes.


There is essential information, annotated and graded answers and further practice tasks so that you can consolidate your learning and develop your potential. In each unit, you can judge what you have produced against the demands of the mark schemes; and, crucially, there are:





•  Exam Tips



•  Typical Mistakes to avoid



•  Key Terms you will need



•  Test Yourself sections, so you can see the progress you are making.





The book links closely to the WJEC GCSE English Language Student’s Book, which will further support what you are learning here. In the Student’s Book, there are the same units and skills but more intensive practice.


Both books aim to be fun to work with. The texts and tasks have been selected to offer range and interest, so that you can enjoy the preparation as well as develop your skills and improve your grades.


Also, both books offer short, precise practices in clear, targeted units and are based on the same idea: if you know what the examiner is looking for and you prepare properly for your big day, you are much more likely to do well.


If you work through the information and tasks and respond to the advice offered, you can enter the exam room feeling confident, knowing exactly how to respond to each task and how to demonstrate your ability so that the examiner can reward you highly.


We are aiming for improvement and success!


Good luck with your revision!


Vicki Peers





What you have to do in the externally assessed exams



The exam papers


You will have to complete two examination papers. Each lasts for two hours.


Unit 2


Section A:





•  There will be a series of structured questions based on extracts from at least one description, one narration and one exposition text.



•  There will also be an editing task.



•  You will have one hour for this section: 10 minutes to read and 50 minutes to answer.





Section B:





•  You will be offered two writing tasks but you must only complete one of them.



•  You will have to write to describe, narrate (tell a story) or explain.



•  There will also be a proofreading task focusing on writing accuracy.



•  You will have one hour for this section: 10 minutes to complete the proofreading task, 10 minutes to plan and 40 minutes to write.





Unit 3


Section A:





•  There will be a series of structured questions based on extracts from at least one argumentation, one persuasion and one instruct ional text.



•  You will have one hour for this section: 10 minutes to read and 50 minutes to answer.





Section B:





•  You will be given two compulsory writing tasks: one will be writing to argue and one will be writing to persuade.



•  You will have one hour for this section: 10 minutes to plan and 50 minutes to write.





All the following skills will be tested


Across Section A, you will be tested on your ability to:





•  find information and evaluate the usefulness or content



•  analyse and respond to a wide range of written texts and link evidence from a range of different texts



•  use inference and deduction to interpret meaning, themes, ideas and information



•  support what you say with evidence from the texts



•  display an understanding of appropriate word choice and sequence ideas in a logical way.





Across Section B you will be tested on your ability to:





•  communicate clearly and effectively



•  write appropriately for purpose and audience



•  organise your writing effectively



•  use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures



•  spell and punctuate accurately.








Countdown to my exams





[image: ]


6–8 weeks to go





•  Focus on the information on page 7, so you know exactly what the exam involves.



•  Read through the revision planner on pages 4 and 5 to familiarise yourself with the skills you need to develop.



•  Begin to work through the sections in this book – perhaps using 40-minute sessions once or twice a week. Tick off the sections as you complete them.



•  Pay particular attention to the ‘How to prepare for the exam’ advice and add those practices to your revision.
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2–6 weeks to go





•  Continue to work through this book.



•  Test your understanding of each topic by working through the ‘Test yourself’ questions in the book. Check your answers on page 93.



•  Identify the areas in which you have weaknesses. Go back through those sections in this book and prioritise those areas for extra revision work.



•  Ask your teacher for help with anything you find especially tricky.



•  Track your progress using the revision planner and give yourself a reward when you have achieved your target.



•  Attend any revision classes put on by your teacher. Remember, he or she is an expert at preparing people for examinations.
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One week to go





•  Use this book to help you with any areas in which you still have weaknesses.



•  Use your teacher to provide any extra input, clarification or advice you need.
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The day before the examination





•  Flick through these Revision Notes for useful reminders, for example, the Exam tips and Typical mistakes.



•  Check the time and place of your examination.



•  Make sure you have everything you need — extra pens and pencils, tissues, a watch, bottled water.



•  Allow some time to relax and have an early night to ensure you are fresh and alert for the examinations.
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My exams


GCSE English Language Unit 2


Date:....................


Time:....................


Location:....................


GCSE English Language Unit 3


Date:....................


Time:....................


Location:....................
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What does Unit 1 Oracy involve?



What you have to do


This is a non-examination unit which means it will be assessed by your teacher. There are two tasks and they are very straightforward. You just need to know what you are doing!


There are two tasks in this unit and for both you will need to demonstrate that you can do the following:





•  Present and organise information clearly and purposefully.



•  Sustain and adapt your talk in formal and informal situations using a variety of language techniques as appropriate.



•  Listen and respond appropriately to other speakers’ ideas, questions and perspectives.



•  Interact with others, making suggestions, giving comments and asking questions.



•  Draw ideas together.



•  Use a range of appropriate sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate grammar and expression.





Half of the marks available are for using the correct register, grammar and a range of sentence structures. The other half is for the content and organisation of your talk.





Task 1 – Individual researched presentation



This task is worth 40 marks, which is 10 per cent of your overall grade so it is worth preparing well.


You will prepare and deliver an individual, researched presentation, which may include responses to questions and feedback, based on one of the following WJEC set themes:





1  Wales



2  Leisure



3  The world of work



4  The world of science/technology



5  Citizenship





It is expected that your presentation will last between five and seven minutes, including responding to questions from the audience.


You will be given some time to prepare for the task, when you should be independently researching your subject You can do this by:





•  using the internet



•  reading newspapers and/or magazines



•  looking through reference books or information texts like leaflets



•  watching relevant TV programmes such as documentaries



•  asking people questions.







[image: ]


Exam tip


You need to be prepared for questions at the end of your piece. How you answer these will affect your assessment so think about what people might ask you and prepare some responses so you can answer confidently and in an extended way.
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You are not allowed to script your piece but you can use cue cards or prompts and you may want to use a visual stimulus too, such as a prop or a PowerPoint, to facilitate your speech.


As with all aspects of this exam, it is important you consider your purpose and audience so you first need to decide what kind of talk you are going to give and to whom.


You might want to present an informative, persuasive or entertaining talk to an audience of your peers (friends) or you may wish to imagine the audience is a council, a governing body or a group of officials. This will affect your approach.


Below you will find examples of the kinds of topics you may want to research, based on each of the themes available or you can come up with your own ideas, after talking to your teacher.


Theme 1: Wales





•  What it means to you to be Welsh – focus on identity and culture



•  Devolution – advantages and disadvantages



•  Wales as a tourist destination





Theme 2: Leisure





•  Sport as leisure



•  Discuss the importance of leisure time in today’s busy society.



•  Persuade the audience to take up your hobby or leisure pursuit.





Theme 3: The world of work





•  Discuss your hopes and ambitions for the future in terms of a job or career.



•  Present the case for all teenagers having part-time jobs.



•  Discuss the importance of work-experience placements to pupils.





Theme 4: The world of science/technology





•  Explain the impact the internet has had on society.



•  Discuss recent advances in modern medicine.



•  Robot workers – will they steal our jobs?





Theme 5: Citizenship





•  Crime and punishment: – is our justice system fit for purpose?



•  Politics – why should young people get involved?



•  How can we fix the environment?





Task


Choose one of these topics and plan five points you could research to include in a speech.


Planning your speech


Topic


The first step to planning your speech is to choose a topic.


It’s important you choose a topic you know about or at least can do the relevant research for because if you’re passionate and knowledgeable about the topic, it will come through in your speech.
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Exam tip


It is a good idea to speak with your teacher about the topic you want to present on. They can help you decide what approach to take.
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Research


Once you know what you want to talk about, you’ll need to do lots of research, probably much more than you think. Try to use a range of sources for your research; don’t just rely on the internet. If it’s appropriate, gather a mix of facts and statistics but also opinions and people’s points of view on a topic. Then put all of your information into a concept map so you can begin to sequence it.


Purpose and audience


Being clear on your purpose for the speech and knowing your audience will allow you to tailor your content and register to the situation. For example, it may not be appropriate to use humour if you are presenting to officials or if you are discussing a serious topic, but you may want to use it if you are talking to your peers.


Your message


At the heart of every good speech is a message. Think carefully about what your message is before you begin to write your speech. For example, you may want to persuade your audience to take up your favourite sport, ensure they are aware of the dangers of relying on technology too much or point out the flaws in our justice system. Whatever your message, you must make sure the audience hear it clearly and that they come away from your talk understanding a little more about the topic.



Links



For a speech to be effective, your points will need to be linked. It is not enough simply to say, ‘The next point I am going to mention is …’ as this kind of movement between points is too formulaic. Instead, carefully consider the points you want to make in the main section of the speech and try to find sensible links between them. This re-ordering of ideas will allow you to move from one point to the next in a much smoother way and will allow your audience to follow your points more easily.


Task


Imagine you are going to deliver a speech about your favourite football team and you have planned to include the following points:





•  The player you dislike the most and why



•  What you think the future holds for your team



•  The player you like the most and why



•  How you became interested in the sport and this particular team



•  The experience of attending your first match



•  Your thoughts about current and previous management





Think carefully about the order of these points and rearrange them in a more logical and engaging way, numbering them 1 to 6.


Structuring your speech


It is always a good idea to plan the structure of your talk carefully. You need to think about the beginning, the middle and the end.


You might want to structure your talk as follows:


Introduction


The first 30 seconds of your talk are really important. In that time, you must grab the attention of the audience and engage their interest in what you have to say. This can be done in a number of different ways. For example, you could raise a thought-provoking question, make an interesting or controversial statement, recite a relevant quotation or even recount a joke. Depending on your audience, you will have to decide what you think is most appropriate.





•  Start with a welcoming introduction that tells the audience who you are and outlines the main topic and why it is important to you.



•  Try to give a comment, idea or statistic that will immediately interest the audience.





Main body


Once you have won the attention of the audience, you should move seamlessly to the middle of your speech. In this section, you will need to make a number of well-developed points and, where possible, each new point should build upon the previous one.





•  For a five-minute speech, it is sensible to have five or six well-developed ideas, views or arguments that are logically sequenced with carefully selected connectives and topic sentences to join the points together and move the talk on.



•  Consider quality over quantity here; don’t overwhelm your listeners with countless points. It is better to make a small number of points well than have too many, none of which are made satisfactorily.






Conclusion



Like your opening, the closing of your talk must contain some of your strongest material. Try to see the closing of your speech as a final opportunity to get your message across to your audience.





•  You need a conclusion that purposefully summarises the main points of the talk and leaves the audience with a thorough understanding of the topic or issues discussed.



•  You may also want to give them information as to where they can find out more about the topic: a website, a book they could read, or a phone number to call.



•  The last thing you must remember to do is to invite questions from the audience.





Task – closings


Which of these are not appropriate ways to end your speech?





a) Thank you for listening, any questions?



b) The end.



c) I’m glad that’s over, I was really nervous.



d) If you’d like to learn more about this topic, you can visit www.answersforyou.com.



e) Right, done. Can I sit down now?



f) Thank you for attending today and, if you have any questions, I’ll be happy to answer them.





Answers


Hopefully you chose: b, c, e.
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Exam tip


The correct opening and ending will ensure you sustain the correct level of formality throughout your speech so think about it very carefully.
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Task – Who’s the audience?


Look at the following lines taken from speeches. Can you match up the most suitable opening/ending with its audience?


Openings





a) ‘Good afternoon, my name is …’



b) ‘Good evening, ladies and gentlemen, my name is …’



c) ‘Hi, guys, today I’d like to talk about …’








1  Your peers



2  School Council



3  Parents of Year 6 students





Endings





a) ‘Thank you very much for listening.’



b) ‘I appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedules to listen to me today.’



c) ‘I hope you enjoyed my speech and will think about …’








1  Parents of Year 6 students



2  Your peers



3  School governors
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