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        Prayer is the breathing of the soul.
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      Introduction

      God wants to know you—and He wants you to know Him. It’s a relationship He has invested His heart in. Does that surprise you?
         It shouldn’t. You are God’s most beloved creation, made in His own image. It’s natural that He would want to communicate with
         you, and prayer is the means He has chosen to do just that.
      

      Unfortunately, many people are intimidated by the idea of prayer. God seems so big, so powerful. Why would He care about our
         puny lives? Why would He want to hear about our troubles or heed our cries for help? The answers to those questions are beyond
         the scope of our limited understanding, but whatever His reasons, the Bible says He does—care, hear, and answer.
      

      Anytime Prayers for Everyday Moms contains the prayers of woman just like you—women who have ups and downs of every kind. It is our hope that as you pray along
         with them while reading the pages of this book, you will feel God’s loving touch on your own life.
      

      
      
   
      
      
         O Precious Father, as we bow

      Before Thy throne today—

      We count the many blessings

      Thou hast shower’d upon our way.

      Author Unknown

   
      
      
Prayers of Praise and Thanksgiving
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      Lifting My Voice to God
for Who He Is and What He
Has Done for Me
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         God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
so that by always having enough of everything, you may share

            abundantly in every good work.
      

      2 CORINTHIANS 9:8 NRSV
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      The LORD will establish you as his holy people…
if you keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in
his ways.… The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity.
      

      DEUTERONOMY 28:9, 11
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      You crown the year with your bounty,
and your carts overflow with abundance.
      

      PSALM 65:11
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      We went through fire and water,
but you brought us to a place of abundance.
      

      PSALM 66:12
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      [O God,] you feed them from the
abundance of your own house.
      

      PSALM 36:8 NLT

      … I will pray.
      

      
         Lord God,
      

      Today I found myself falling into a familiar trap—complaining because for some reason I didn’t think my family had enough.
         It’s so easy for me to excuse my behavior. After all, what good mother doesn’t desire the best for her children: the best
         housing, the best education, and the best clothes?
      

      I wonder why I feel this way, but then I think of the advertisements bombarding me on every hand, touting newer and better
         products. Unfortunately, my children follow my lead—always wanting more. Even if my children had the best of everything, they
         would still be poor if they didn’t praise You and realize that all blessings come from You. Lord, help me to teach my children
         that You promise to supply our needs and that we are to be thankful for all You give us.
      

      And most of all, help us to stay mindful that You gave the best—Your Son, Jesus. Thank You for Your abundant grace. Father,
         I ask You to forgive me for those times when I forget that You not only supply all of my needs with abundance, but You shower
         additional blessings on us every day. I praise and thank You, God.
      

      Amen.
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      God is absolutely unlimited in His
ability and His resources. And He is unlimited in His desire to pour
out
         those resources upon us.
      

      Gloria Copeland
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         [The Lord says] I will make them and the places around
My hill a blessing. And I will cause showers to come down
in their
            season; they will be showers of blessing.
      

      EZEKIEL 34:26 NASB
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      Blessings are on the head of the righteous.
      

      PROVERBS 10:6 RSV
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      The faithful will abound with blessings.
      

      PROVERBS 28:20 NRSV
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      I, the LORD, am the one who answers your prayers and
watches over you.… Your blessings come from me.
      

      HOSEA 14:8 NCV
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      If we are God’s children, we will receive
blessings from God together with Christ.
      

      ROMANS 8:17 NCV

      
         … I will pray.
      

      Dear Lord,

      Before we eat, our family says a prayer, thanking You for our food. If we started to give You praise for all the things You
         have blessed us with, we would be sitting at the table for hours! You have given us so much: life, each other, friends, possessions,
         and most of all, Your love. Your love provided for our salvation, and You take care of all of our needs through Your infinite
         resources.
      

      Because You have been so good to me, my prayer today is that I will be faithful to share Your goodness with my children. I
         pray that I will be an example before them of someone who gives liberally. Lord, help me to be faithful in modeling an attitude
         of gratitude. I want to bless You with my praise and love.
      

      I pray that I will focus on Your goodness and blessings first and foremost every time I pray.

      Thank You, Lord, for the many ways You have showered our family with blessings.

      Amen.
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      Reflect upon your present blessings
of which every man has many;
not on your past misfortunes
of which all
         men have some.
      

      Charles Dickens
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         God created man in His own image, in the image of God
He created him; male and female He created them.
      

      GENESIS 1:27 NASB
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      Each of you must take responsibility for doing the creative
best you can with your own life.
      

      GALATIANS 6:5 MSG
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      We are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand so that
we would walk in them.
      

      EPHESIANS 2:10 NASB
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      You made all the delicate, inner parts of my body, and
knit them together in my mother’s womb. Thank you for
making me so
            wonderfully complex! It is amazing to think
about. Your workmanship is marvelous
—and how well I know it.
      

      PSALM 139:13-14 TLB
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      Live creatively, friends.
      

      GALATIANS 6:1 MSG

      
         … I will pray.
      

      O Lord,

      Sometimes I get so frustrated with a world that tries to explain away Your creative power. When I see my children, I know
         only a magnificent God could have created such masterpieces. It’s almost too much for me to comprehend when I think that there
         is no other being like them.
      

      When I look at Your handiwork, I can’t help but praise Your name. I see such promise in their faces. Will one be a doctor?
         Another a scientist? A mom like me? You knew my children before they came into this world, and You know the paths they will
         take.
      

      All of my children are incredibly creative. We’ve had so much fun painting pictures and modeling clay. I overhear them putting
         on plays and singing little ditties they’ve composed. Lord, help me to nurture their appreciation for art, music, and literature,
         but most of all, may they always recognize that You are the Source of their creativity. Thank You for sharing Your creative
         genius with us.
      

      Amen.
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      God is our Creator.
God made us in his image and likeness.
Therefore we are creators.…
The joy of creativeness
         should be ours.
      

      Dorothy Day
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         Even when we are too weak to have any faith left,
[Christ] remains faithful to us and will help us,
for he cannot disown us
            who are part of himself,
and he will always carry out his promises to us.
      

      2 TIMOTHY 2:13 TLB
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      I face your Temple as I worship, giving thanks to you for all
 your lovingkindness and your faithfulness, for your promises

            are backed by all the honor of your name.
      

      PSALM 138:2 TLB
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      All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness,
for those who keep his covenant and his testimonies.
      

      PSALM 25:10 RSV
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      Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.
      

      PSALM 36:5
      

      
         … I will pray.
      

      Faithful Father,

      When my children make promises, I can’t always count on them. Broken promises have sometimes resulted in a broken heart, and
         in the darkest nights, I have cried out to You.
      

      But Lord, You are faithful to keep Your promises. You’ve promised You will never leave me, and I know You cannot fail. When
         I call on You, I sense Your presence as You fill my soul with peace. I want to be Your faithful child—someone You can count
         on, because I know I can count on You anytime, every time, all the time.
      

      When my children cause my world to tremble, I run to You. You’re my Rock that cannot be shaken, and I put my trust in You.

      God, even when my children try me to my limit, I’ll be faithful to love them and let them know that they can depend on me.
         I’ll remind them that You will never let them down. Help me as I teach them what it means to be faithful in all things, especially
         in their relationship with You.
      

      Thank You for Your never-ending faithfulness to us.

      Amen.
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      God’s investment in us is so great
he could not possibly abandon us.

      Erwin W. Lutzer
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         [Jesus said] Our Father in heaven… forgive us our sins,
just as we have forgiven those who have sinned against us.
      

      MATTHEW 6:9, 12 TLB

      [image: art]

      If You, LORD, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?
But there is forgiveness with You.
      

      PSALM 130:3-4 NASB

      [image: art]

      Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances
you may have against one another. Forgive as
the Lord forgave you.
      

      COLOSSIANS 3:13
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      Forgive one another as quickly and thoroughly as
God in Christ forgave you.
      

      EPHESIANS 4:32 MSG
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      [Jesus said] When you stand praying, if you hold anything
against anyone, forgive him, so that your Father in heaven
may forgive
            you your sins.
      

      MARK 11:25
      

      
         … I will pray.
      

      O Lord,

      How I wish I were the perfect person and mother all the time! This morning I made such a mistake. My frazzled nerves got to
         me, and I spoke harshly to my children—acting without thinking.
      

      God, when I asked my children for their forgiveness, they responded with hugs and kisses, wrapping their arms around me to
         let me know that they forgave me.
      

      It reminded me of the way I run to You when I need to be forgiven. You look into my heart and know my repentance is genuine.
         God, You wait for me with open heart and arms, ready to love and forgive. You even forget my offenses! May I be so gracious
         with my family and friends. I can be quick to anger but slow to pardon. As You forgive me, help me to forgive others in the
         same way.
      

      May our family be quick to forgive and quick to restore peace. May Your love abound in each of us and be reflected in our
         words and deeds.
      

      Thank You for the gift of forgiveness.

      Amen.
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      When God pardons, he consigns the offense
 to everlasting forgetfulness.

      Merv Rosell
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         A generous person will be enriched,
and one who gives water will get water.
      

      PROVERBS 11:25 NRSV
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      Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.
Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to
give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful
            giver.
      

      2 CORINTHIANS 9:6-7
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      Good men will be generous to others and
will be blessed of God for all they do.
      

      ISAIAH 32:8 TLB
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      It is good to be merciful and generous.
Those who are fair in their business
will never be defeated.
Good people will always be remembered.
      

      PSALM 112:5-6 NCV

      
         … I will pray.
      

      Dear Father,

      I’ve always tried to teach my children to be cheerful givers. My heart melted this morning when I saw my daughter offer her
         favorite toy to her crying baby sister. Thank You, Lord.
      

      You alone are the Source of all our blessings, and I thank You for the gifts of life, salvation, and daily provisions. But,
         God, You are faithful to do more than I expect or can even imagine, and Your goodness goes far beyond what we deserve.
      

      I want to teach my children that generosity encompasses more than finances. Help us to give of our time, our money, and ourselves.
         I pray my children will never become stingy but will realize that everything they have comes from You.
      

      Lord, I want to be an example to my children of a generous, loving mother. You’ve promised that when we give, You return blessings
         to us many times over, and I’ve always found You faithful to keep that promise.
      

      My prayer today is that my children become generous individuals who are willing to share the greatest blessing of all—Your
         love. Thank You for Your abundant generosity.
      

      Amen.
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      If God is God, he’s big and generous and magnificent.

      J. B. Phillips
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         Behold, children are a gift of the LORD,
The fruit of the womb is a reward.
      

      PSALM 127:3 NASB
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      [Jesus said] If you sinful people know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your
heavenly Father give
            good gifts
to those who ask him.
      

      MATTHEW 7:11 NLT
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      The wages of sin is death,
but the free gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
      

      ROMANS 6:23 NASB
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      By grace you have been saved through faith;
and this is not your own doing, it is the gift of God.
      

      EPHESIANS 2:8 RSV
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      Every good action and every perfect gift is from God.
      

      JAMES 1:17 NCV

      
         … I will pray.
      

      Father God,

      You know I love celebrating birthdays. I look forward to giving and receiving gifts. On some occasions, I receive things that
         disappoint me. Some clothes don’t fit or the color doesn’t suit me, and I return or exchange many gifts.
      

      But, Lord, when I look into the eyes of my children, I cannot believe You have blessed me so. Motherhood—what a gift! I know
         that nothing I have ever done could have merited such an honor. I experience Your love each time I hold my children, and as
         they snuggle into my arms, I thank You over and over again.
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