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This looks like an 


interesting book. 


Where's the chapter 


on aliens though?
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A telescope is 


what I need.


Pah! That’s no 


good. I need to get 


nearer to the sky.


Rockets are fast 


and work outside of 


Earth’s atmosphere.
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When is a bad time to visit the Moon? When the Moon is 


full, of course. Do you have space for some more jokes? 


You should do: space is very big indeed!


WELCOME TO SPACE


Space is also all around us. Just go up 100 km 


and you’ll be out of the atmosphere and in 


outer space. So where do you want to go next?


The Solar System


Our local space neighbourhood is the Solar System. It 



is hard to imagine how big it is, but this might work. 


The fastest thing in the Universe is light. It takes 


about 8 minutes for light from the Sun to reach us. 


For a light beam to travel to the edge of the Universe 


it would need to travel 80 times further, and that 


would take about 11 hours.


Earth


the solar system
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Galactic clusters


So, space is REALLY BIG.  


The Milky Way is part of a gang, or 


cluster, of galaxies (and it’s not even the 


biggest). And that cluster is part of a 



cluster of clusters (or supercluster). 


Astronomers, the scientists that study 


stars and galaxies, say there are 10 million 


superclusters in the Universe — that we 


can see, that is. There are many more 


that are so far away that we will never 


see them.


The Milky Way


So where next? Our Solar System is 


part of a vast swirl of stars called the 


Milky Way. No one is sure but there are 


probably about 200 billion more solar 


systems in the Milky Way. That adds up 


to another trillion planets as well as 


Earth. It takes a light beam 100,000 


years to shine all the way across the 


Milky Way. When that light set off, 



there were still dinosaurs  


living down here.


Space is fascinating. We can 


look at it every night (when it 


is not cloudy). Let’s take a toon 


tour of space and see what’s up 


there and how you might get 


to visit one day!


universe 


(everything)


the milky way


galactic cluster
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