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Praise for Words to Live By


Wisdom that comes from the heart is well worth reading. Trust me when I say both Linda and Dalene have written Words To Live By from extremely precious hearts that have embraced life to the fullest and have lived lives well pleasing to the Lord. I could not more highly recommend this book to you.


Dr. Don Wilton, Pastor, First Baptist Church, Spartanburg, SC


Words to Live By is no mere flip-calendar advice. It propels readers into proactive living using action verbs as launch pads. Focusing on one transformative word per week allows for soaking when we are accustomed to sipping truth.


Cynthia Ruchti, Speaker and Author of Tattered and Mended: The Art of Healing the Wounded Soul


Knowledge is plentiful. It’s what we do with what we know that equips us to grow. Through God’s Word, relatable stories, and practical helps, Words to Live By, will help the reader put into action the things we think we know. Caution: you may never be the same again.


Brenda Blankenship, Bible Teacher, Speaker, Author


The prelude to the Gospel of John declares that “In the beginning was the Word . . . and the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” That Word is Jesus Christ. Linda Gilden and Dalene Parker have discovered gospel truth in fifty-two ordinary words that become, through the lens of faith, words to live by for all of us. Take these words to heart. Ponder and reflect upon them and these words will reveal, again, the one Word made flesh.


Kirk H. Neely, Pastor, Author, and Counselor


The concept [of focusing on one word a week] suggested by Linda Gilden and Dalene Parker intrigues me. Since I believe an abundant life is balancing who I am with what I do, examining one action verb a week gives just the right amount of time for absorption and application. I like the five subdivisions for each week, which provide a variety of reflective perspectives. Words to Live By can be a terrific catalyst for spiritual growth all year long.


Ginger Cox, Writer, Speaker, and Nature Photographer


Words to Live By directly connects readers to the Word from one simple word. The heartfelt stories of each chapter prompt the reader to meditate on God’s presence in their lives and embrace His truths from everyday events. Linda and Dalene have written a wonderful resource to support believers in their walk with Christ.


Vanessa R. Chandler, Educator


The average person hears about 50,000 words a day. It’s no wonder we are overwhelmed in finding clear direction in our lives. Dalene and Linda cut through our word-cluttered world, providing one word a week to capture our focus. Clearly, a simplified, needed devotion delivering a powerful impact in any reader’s life.


Veneal Williams, Author and Blogger


Words—can bring life, and that life more abundantly. Words can introduce hope to a dark place, encouragement to the down-trodden. Words also have the power to destroy. A careless or unkind word spoken can damage a person for years. What words will you share with those whom you love? This book will cause you to pause and consider the power and importance of the words you choose.


Tama Westman, Author of Why You Do What You Do


Are you looking for a resource that can help change your life, improve your mood, and help you gain a deeper understanding of God’s Word? Linda and Dalene have done just that in this wonderful book that is filled with practical, memorable ways to incorporate biblical principles into your life. I can guarantee that if you take the time to dig into this resource you will be encouraged, strengthened, and blessed with the insight and application that Words to Live By contains.


John Thurman, M.Div., M.A., LCHMC, Therapist, Speaker, Author, and International Crisis Response Specialist


Taking a simple, everyday action word and embedding that word into one’s memory bank, causing an immediate connection to a profound truth is exactly what Words to Live By does for the reader. Linda Gilden and Dalene Parker have brought together God’s Word and its application to our lives in a unique and unforgettable way.


Kathy M. Howard, Author of From Dishes to Snow and From Driftwood to Sapphire


Linda and Dalene write from the heart with wisdom and insight relevant for today’s challenges. The weekly focus on one word, from The Word, is a great way to reinforce spiritual truth.


Candy Arrington, Author, Editor, and Speaker


Dive into this terrific work of art and immerse yourself in these engaging stories to broaden your walk with God. Words to Live By provides stunning examples of positive, godly responses to daily challenges through active resolution and causes one to ponder the deeper questions of life, the ones we often hurry past or outright ignore. Find comfort, peace, joy, and abundant wisdom here that will revolutionize your life.


Aaron M. Zook, Jr., Author, Speaker, and ZookBooks CEO


In this fast-paced world, it is very calming and refreshing to discover this “devotional” book that forces you to slow down, digest, and savor the guidance offered up a week at a time. Fifty-two weeks, fifty-two critical Words to Live By, and time to connect, think, and apply simple words of action and the promptings of the Holy Spirit. Thank you, Linda and Dalene, for this inspirational book and its unique concept!


Christine Phillips, Retired Teaching Veteran and Alpha Delta Kappa Member


Words to Live By is a clarion call to practice our faith. The devotions give new meaning to action words we often forget or ignore. Words to Live By will encourage and instruct you as you strive to serve the Lord.


Gloria Penwell, Mentor and Encourager of Writers


As a marriage and family therapist, I see how powerful words can be in restoring relationships and changing perceptions. Words to Live By is perfect for helping individuals, couples, and families tap into the power of words acted on and influenced by God’s Word.


Marie F. Duncan, LMFT, Ed.D.


Rippling with apt metaphors and real-life illustrations that flesh out each word offered for reflection, Words to Live By sheds fresh light on the Scriptures selected for meditation. Spot-on.


Nikki Grimes, Award-winning Children’s Author, Artist, and Speaker


Mind-opening Words to Live By offers refreshing, thought-provoking, practical stories and anecdotes to help us continuously learn more from the Creator of the Word.


Cindy W. Haggerty, School Library Media Specialist and Teacher Librarian


Though by no means exclusively for educators, the many classroom anecdotes in Words to Live By will encourage teachers to apply God’s Word in practical, focused ways as they concentrate on the application of one word per week in their personal and professional lives.


Eric Buehrer, Founder and President, Gateways to Better Education




52 ORDINARY WORDS THAT LEAD TO AN EXTRAORDINARY LIFE
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To Pamela Clements and the Worthy Publishing family, thank you. We are blessed to have you share our excitement and belief in this book. Your words of encouragement and partnership continue to be a treasure.
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To my family, your words of encouragement
and love fill my heart. Thank you.
To my friends, you are great cheerleaders!
To the God of all words, thank You for Your Word,
which blesses me every week.
To my writing partner, Dalene, you never cease to amaze me.
You exude the spirit of Jesus and speak His words
in everything you do. You are an inspiration and a joy
to write with. I am so thankful you are my friend.
Linda
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With gratitude for the gift of words that optimize our lives—
words from Him, from family and friends, and from
the most encouraging coauthor I could ever hope
to partner with—I dedicate this labor of love.
May our readers find blessing, encouragement,
and hope for their lives in these pages.
Dalene







INTRODUCTION






Words are powerful. They have the ability to hurt, condemn, and disappoint. They may also encourage, uplift, and effect positive changes in our thinking and our speaking. That is our goal for Words to Live By—to focus on 52 ordinary words that when considered and applied creatively and consistently in fresh new ways may reap extraordinary benefits.


The average person uses over 7,000 (men)—20,000 (women) words every day, words that can make a difference and help people grow in their faith, improve their mental capacity, and enrich their relationships. In the midst of those thousands of words, can you imagine what would happen if you truly concentrated on incorporating one positive, powerful word each week into your faith, your mind, and your relationships?


We are word lovers who especially like to find new ways to use words. That love propelled us to write Words to Live By. But more than that, we are friends who have seen the power of words work in our own lives and the lives of others. In our various roles as wives, mothers, daughters, sisters, friends, grandmother, and teacher, we have used words to bless those around us and each other. We would love to see you do the same.


The most important words of all are those God has spoken to us. You will find each of the words or concepts in Words to Live By referenced in the Bible. Each week we look at one word in several different ways. Focus on that word. Pray that word. Watch for ways God brings that word to mind during the week. Ask Him to help you apply the weekly word to your daily life.


May the words of our pens and the prayers of our hearts be pleasing in your sight, Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer (Psalm 19:14, authors’ paraphrase).


Linda and Dalene







LISTEN






Communication is important but we sometimes forget it involves two elements—speaking and listening. We become so focused on what we want to say that we don’t listen for a reply. Jesus challenged people to really listen to those around them, to Him, and to God.


This week observe the listening styles of those you are communicating with. Look at your own listening styles as well. Be intentional about being a good listener. Recognize the gift of listening is important to developing close relationships and meeting the needs of others.







ARE YOU LISTENING?






“He wakens me morning by morning, wakens my ear to listen like one being taught.”


Isaiah 50:4


The Bible is full of examples of important listening: Mary listened to Gabriel’s announcement about being chosen as the mother of Christ. She accepted what she heard and made herself available. The shepherds listened to the angels proclaim Jesus’ birth. They began to worship long before they ever saw His face. Joseph listened to the dream which warned him of impending danger for baby Jesus; he fled with his new family to Egypt until it was safe to return. Of course, every writer of the Old and New Testament listened to God before setting His words in ink.


New learning standards emphasize the importance of active listening. Teachers and students alike need practice developing these skills in the classroom. Too often teachers do not allow students enough time to collaborate and listen to each other’s ideas. Too often students do not really listen for instructions.


Two methods I use to encourage listening when I’m communicating essential content to my students:


1. (Interrupting their conversation) “You’ll have to forgive me. I have this ridiculous notion that what I say might be important. Please humor me and listen.”


2. (Whispering) “I hope you can hear me because what I’m about to say will be on the test tomorrow.” This method I learned from my high school teacher who refused to talk over her students. Instead, she reduced her voice to a whisper as she communicated essential information.


Whether through a dream, angelic proclamation, or a whisper, may our ears be “wakened” today to listen like one being taught!







SIGHT OR SOUND?






“My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”


John 10:27–28


Nancy and Gary consider their blindness a nuisance, not a disability. They compensate for lack of sight by listening well. Gary determines a coin’s value by listening to it plink when thrown onto a hard surface. When asked if they could choose between sight or hearing, Nancy and Gary quickly reply: “Hearing!”


Listening helps them imagine all the faces, places, and details they cannot see. Hearing means being able to sing beautifully. For this couple, it would be a shame not to hear the nuances of music, nature, and voices.


In contrast, my husband’s cousin Tomi, blinded in an automobile accident, would choose sight over hearing. Fiercely independent and determined, Tomi finds her blindness creates “layers of complication” in situations. Because she had sight until her late twenties, Tomi remembers how people and places looked decades later. The first time I drove to her house, I got lost and called Tomi for help.


“Where are you?” she asked.


I gave her the street name and nearby landmarks.


Plugging that information into her memory, Tomi directed me to her house where I sheepishly admitted that her sense of direction was much keener than mine, even though I could see.


Nancy, Gary, and Tomi are inspirations and reminders to soak up all the sight and sound we can—and never to take either for granted. What do you see or hear today that you want to thank God for?







LISTENING IN THE STORMS






“Hear my cry, O God; listen to my prayer. From the ends of the earth I call to you, I call as my heart grows faint; lead me to the rock that is higher than I.”


Psalm 61:1–2


The beautiful set of wind chimes my husband gave me ranks as my “best ever” present from him—it calms my soul and makes me smile to listen to their melodious harmony.


Of course the harder the wind blows, or the greater the storm, the more likely I will be to hear those chimes. Since emotional “storms” have been threatening my relationships lately, that means now is a very good time for listening to the wild, sweet harmony of the wind chimes—and listening for the wild, sweet harmony of understanding that often comes after the storm.


After all, it’s in the storms that we are forced to listen more closely. It’s also when we need the most assurance that we are being heard.


Today my friend Pam asked me how I was doing, and I told her—all of it. It wasn’t pretty. It wasn’t uplifting. It wasn’t what I meant to come out of my mouth. But I needed someone to listen, and she did.


And guess what? Pam told me she had promised to do one thing each day that would show God’s love to someone else. Today it was listening.


Thank You, Lord. Now I’m ready to hear what You are trying to teach me through this storm.


Is there someone or something you need to listen more carefully to today? May you find that listening helps you hear the harmony your soul longs for.







THE LESS YOU SAY, THE MORE YOU HEAR






“I said, ‘I will watch my ways and keep my tongue from sin; I will put a muzzle on my mouth while in the presence of the wicked.’”


Psalm 39:1


Remember how Jesus responded to his accusers? With silence. No pretending. No defending. He just listened to what they had to say and said nothing in return. Although saying nothing might be the very best response, saying as little as possible is the next best.


Dr. Kirk Neely, pastor and counselor, gives excellent advice regarding how to deal with critical, negative people. When confronted by an undeserved tirade or caught up in a blame game, he suggests using this simple response: “I’m sorry you feel that way.” Most arguments and accusations are built—and sustained—on feelings rather than facts. By using this verbal response, you acknowledge the accuser’s feelings, but do not agree with his interpretation—or misinterpretation—of the facts.


Acknowledgment does not imply agreement and usually ends an argument swiftly. There’s nothing in that statement that can be disputed or that requires further discussion. Basically, it shows you were listening, that you heard what the other person had to say, but not that you agree. It’s a great way to honor someone’s feelings without compromising your own. When the conflict dissipates, chances are you can work together to reach a mutual agreement. If not, at least no lasting damage has been inflicted.


Next time you find yourself confronted with someone who strongly disagrees with you, try saying, “I’m sorry you feel that way.” Then listen for what that person and the Holy Spirit really need to communicate.







LISTENING WITH THE HEART






“Let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance.”


Proverbs 1:5


The lady sitting on a bench as I exited the airport undoubtedly noticed my tear-stained face and wobbly smile. My daughter had just left for another long stay overseas. Without knowing or asking the reason for my sadness, she listened with her heart and her eyes. Her only communication was a smile and “God bless you.” But that was enough to make me smile, too, this time with no wobbles.


Annette is a single mom who listened with her heart instead of her head and adopted two boys with multiple learning disabilities. She did not listen to those who foresaw trouble for her. Instead, she did her best to provide a stable home filled with love and laughter for precious but unwanted children.


Listening with the heart is an art. It requires a deliberate disciplining of the tongue and a training of the mind and eyes to search, sense, and supply other people’s needs. That’s what the lady at the airport did for me. That’s what Annette did for the sons she adopted.


One of the ways I get my students to think about the importance of listening is by posting this pun on the board: Here to learn? Then learn to hear! But paying attention with our ears is only part of listening.


Today let’s focus on listening not only with our ears, but also with our hearts.







CHOOSE






Life requires many choices. Some easy and some not so easy. But all require some degree of thought and many a great deal of prayer. Be attentive this week to the number of times you must make a choice and commit to asking God’s guidance as you weigh one thing against another.







YOUR NAME HAS BEEN CALLED






“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”


John 15:16


Red rover, red rover, send Linda right over!” One of my favorite recess games at school was Red Rover.


Red Rover requires two teams. It doesn’t matter how large the teams are as long as each side has at least three players.


The children on a team hold hands to form a human chain. Then they call out a friend’s name on the other team to be “sent over.” They chant, “Red Rover, Red Rover, send Sara right over.” The chosen person runs as fast as possible to try to break through the chain. If the defenders’ hands separate, the one who has come over chooses a person to take back to his team with him. If the defense holds, the challenger joins that team.


The excitement and anticipation of waiting to hear whose name would be called was tremendous. I remember the thrill of hearing my name called and being chosen to represent my team.


Each of us has been called by name by the One who created us.


He has left the choice up to you as to whether or not you will serve him. What will your response be when you hear him say, “Send [your name] right over?”







LIFE’S CHOICES






“Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”


Lamentations 3:22–23


Life is full of choices. Some are easy. Some are hard and many are in between. But no matter what your choice, it requires weighing two or more options and committing to one of them.


The easy choices are fun. Would you like chocolate cake or pecan pie for dessert? Should I wear my black or brown pants today? Should I sit at the front or the back of the room in my club meeting? Which movie shall we see on Friday night?


The hard choices are just that—hard. They are life-changing. Whom should I marry? Do I choose eternal life with Jesus or a life in hell with no hope? Should we add another round of chemotherapy or enjoy the remaining time without enduring more side effects? When something bad happens, do I choose to be a victim or an overcomer?


Everyday choices affect our lives. Every morning when we wake up, there is a choice. Are we going to live this day in a good way or a bad way? God gives us new perspective when each day begins.


Each day provides a clean slate, full of the Lord’s compassions. So if you have a bad day, when your head hits the pillow, thank God the day is over and wake up with a fresh, new start.







WALK POSITIVELY






“May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for you.”


1 Thessalonians 3:12


“Oops! I am so sorry!” Shara looked at the contents of her coffee cup, now all over the front of Wesley’s formerly clean, crisply starched, white shirt. “Are you all right? Did this hot coffee burn you?”


Stunned, Wesley looked down at his shirt. He took the napkin Shara offered and blotted the spreading stain. “No, I’m fine. I think the shirt caught most of it.”


“I feel terrible,” Shara said. “Please let me take your shirt to the cleaners for you.”


“No problem,” said Wesley. “I have a pile of things to drop off on my way home. I’ll just add one more! This should be a good conversation starter at my board meeting in a few minutes.”


Instead of letting the incident ruin his day, Wesley made a choice. He chose to react in a positive way to a negative situation, which blessed Shara and turned what could have been a downhill day for her into one that was blessed from the start.


When the mailman doesn’t bring your much-anticipated acceptance for admission into college or rebate from a high-priced item, do you thank God that you haven’t received a “no” or does it become a dark cloud over everything you do that day?


Regardless of what life spills on you or fails to fulfill for you, choose to walk positively through your day.







DECISIONS, DECISIONS






“I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye on you.”


Psalm 32:8


According to a recent blog, the average person makes around 35,000 decisions a day. It’s hard to imagine having time for that many decisions in 24 hours, isn’t it? Of course, this includes all decisions large and small—Should I get out of bed? What should I eat for breakfast? Scrambled eggs or fried? The list goes on and on.


Often we make decisions without even thinking about what we are doing. But making a choice not only affects us. Many times there are far reaching and sometimes serious consequences. For every important decision, weigh carefully the options and try these action steps:




	•Seek God. Pray about your decision. Read your Bible and observe God’s direction. Listen to what God has to say to you. Get a notebook, and journal His answers; record your choices to see God’s hand at work.


	•Seek godly counsel. This may come from friends, counselors, or family members. Remember, however, the best counsel comes from God.


	•Seek information to make the best decision. Gather all the pros and cons of your choice and pray through them.





Ask your praying friends to pray with you. If your decision is really big, form a team to lift you up in prayer.







JUMP OFF THE FENCE






“But if serving the LORD seems undesirable to you, then choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve. . . . But as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD.”


Joshua 24:15


The greatest choice of all comes when we are confronted by our sin and we must choose whether or not to accept Jesus into our lives. The course of our lives can be changed in an instant: assurance of our eternity is just one simple choice.


In playing Red Rover, the thrill of hearing your name called is great. But greater is the thrill that comes in knowing that for life, the game that really matters, your name has already been called. You don’t have to wait and see if it is your turn. God has called each one of us, by name, to come to Him. He loves us from the moment we are born. We need only to choose to respond to His calling to immediately become part of His family. Once you make that decision, all your other choices are made based on the values you hold as a Christian.


You can’t sit on the fence. Life is filled with choices and you are in control. Choose to commit. Make good, solid choices. And if you haven’t ever dealt with the choice of God’s calling you to be part of His family, put that first on your list for prayer and consideration today. Jump off the fence!







BELIEVE






Those who know Jesus and trust in Him understand that total, unwavering belief is the key to living life. John 10:10 states that is why Jesus came, so that we could live it “to the full.”


Are there days when your level of belief seems to be more fragile than others? Perhaps a fresh look at this word will bring new understanding and depth of commitment. We have been given the ultimate reward for our belief—eternal life. This week work on taking your belief to an even deeper level.







I DO BELIEVE






“I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”


Mark 9:24


“What’s wrong with your mom?” concerned friends asked. Confined to a hospital bed, hooked to oxygen, wired to a heart monitor, linked to an IV, and tethered to a catheter, Mother’s hospital stay stretched well over a month.


“It would be easier to say what’s NOT wrong with her,” I replied. Congestive heart failure, three surgeries, a skin graft, staph infection, unstable blood pressure, diabetes—at 81 years of age, Mother was battling for her life. Several times we thought she might lose the battle. Her only living sister died during this tension-filled time, yet we dared not tell Mother. We didn’t want sorrow added to her list of woes.


I claimed Psalm 41:3: “The Lord will sustain [her] on [her] sickbed and restore [her] from [her] bed of illness.” Though I knew this might mean spiritual sustenance and heavenly restoration, I believed God could help Mother overcome physically as well. Little by little, she improved. Every day we prayed and personalized Psalm 91. Reading verse 16 about the Lord satisfying with long life, I asked Mother what she considered a long life.


“Well, Dad lived to be 92. That’s a pretty long life.”


“So, is that your goal?” I asked.


“No, I want to make it to 102!” She replied.


Do I dare to believe she will?


If it’s His sovereign will, then yes!


Today, why not ask the Lord to sustain or restore your faith and help you believe His promises.







DON’T YOU BELIEVE?






“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”


1 Peter 5:7


When it’s time to send a loved one away for a year, what’s the best way to handle that inevitable sense of loss and longing that makes you simultaneously happy (for the one leaving) and sad (for those left behind)? How do you NOT worry or wonder about the health, welfare, and happiness of someone you care about deeply, but cannot get to in a hurry?


Ask Morgan. My daughter’s college roommate and I were chatting about my daughter, Susanne’s impending departure overseas. Susanne had landed a teaching assistant’s position in a local high school on the island of Corsica, France. After acknowledging how much I would miss her, but how excited I was for her, I said, “I sure hope she will call or Skype often. At least we can stay in touch that way.”


That’s when Morgan socked it to me (gently, of course): “Don’t you think that when we have to hear from our loved ones so often just to know they are okay, it’s kind of like telling God you don’t believe He will take care of them?”


ZING! Was that a prick of the conscience I just felt?


Yes, I believe it was.


Will He take care of my darling daughter?


Yes, I believe He will. After all, she’s His daughter, too!


Thank You, Lord, for reminding us to believe in Your loving care!







JUST BELIEVE






“I remain confident of this: I will see the goodness of the LORD in the land of the living.”


Psalm 27:13


Margo had been praying almost constantly since yesterday. The news wasn’t good. She had neglected her health, and her doctor told her that she had to make some serious changes. She needed to take better care of herself. Margo was discouraged.


As she prayed, the phone rang. It was her friend Joyce. “How are you?” Joyce asked.


Margo replied, “I’m okay.”


“You don’t sound too okay,” Joyce said. “Anything I can do?”


“No. Just pray for me. I’m just trying to process my morning conversation with my doctor.”


“I pray for you every day anyway. Whatever it is just hang on to God’s promises. You can believe every single one of them!”


“Thanks.”


Margo searched her Bible for scriptures that would increase her faith.


She took a break from her search to go get the mail. A small package was among the bills and letters.


She opened it and took out a beautiful turquoise magnet from a friend. The note said, “I am giving these away at my ministry table. I thought of you and wanted to encourage you.” The magnet had only one word on it—“Believe.”


Margo also corresponded with a friend in another state. She felt safe confiding in her and told her of her doctor’s report.


Her friend responded with Psalm 27:13. “Believe this verse,” she wrote. “God is faithful.”


Is there someone in your life that needs to be encouraged to believe?







TOUCH HIS CLOAK






“Just then a woman who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak. She said to herself, ‘If I only touch his cloak, I will be healed.’ Jesus turned and saw her. ‘Take heart, daughter,’ he said, ‘your faith has healed you.’”


Matthew 9:20–22


Can’t you see it? A crowded marketplace with people of all ages and stages clamoring to get to Jesus. To hear the voice of the One who performed miracles and look into the kind eyes of this gentle Savior was worth wading through crowds. Many had help getting to Jesus because of illness or infirmity.


In the crowd was a woman who had bled for twelve years with no relief. She was tired and weak. She pushed ahead because she believed more than anything that if she could just get to Jesus, she would be healed. Finding the crowds thick and almost unnavigable, she got close to the ground and reached between many legs to snag the hem of his garment. Only a touch of the edge of His robe. What amazing faith! What depth of belief!


Are you facing something that seems insurmountable? A health issue, a big decision, or a family relationship? You need enough faith to believe that even the slightest touch to His cloak will bring about a miracle in your life. Can you do it? Do you have the faith of the lady who reached through the crowd?


Believe and reach out to Jesus.







GOD, PLEASE SEND SNOW






“Therefore, whoever takes the lowly position of this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.”


Matthew 18:4


Heading for the door after church, Mrs. Glen ran into Brooke, one of the four-year-olds in her choir. Brooke immediately wrapped her arms around Mrs. Glen’s legs and said, “I love you, Mrs. Glen.”


“I love you, too, Brooke. I’m so glad you are in my choir.”


“Mrs. Glen, do you think it is going to snow tonight? I really want it to snow.”


“Well, Brooke, God is the only one who can make it snow. Why don’t we tell Him you would like some snow?”


Mrs. Glen knelt down by Brooke and took her hands. “Dear God, Brooke would really like to have some snow to play in. Snow is a beautiful part of winter and we would all enjoy looking at it. Please send some snow to us. Amen.”


Brooke jumped up. She tugged on Mrs. Glen’s hand and said, “C’mon.”


“Where are we going?”


Brooke looked at her quizzically. “Outside to see the snow, of course!”


Mrs. Glen laughed. “Well, Brooke, I don’t know if God will send snow that fast. But we’ll keep praying.”


“No, He will. Come on. Let’s go!”


Often it is the words and faith of children that speak volumes to those much, much older. If everyone prayed, believing as Brooke did that without question God was going to answer her prayer, we could change the world.


Of course, it snowed that night!







WAIT






Waiting is not easy, especially when you are waiting for something you really want. God answers our prayers in many ways but often that answer includes waiting. Be encouraged this week. You are not alone as you wait for His answer. Cling to His promises while you wait. Take this week’s devos to heart and put them into practice. And hang on! God is faithful and will be with you through the wait.







WHILE YOU WAIT






“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’”


Jeremiah 29:11


Jeremiah’s words, often written on graduation cards and plaques, are interpreted to mean that God’s children will prosper and be protected under God’s plans. What a comfort. However, a closer look at the context shows God’s people in captivity when they receive this declaration. King Nebuchadnezzar had carried them into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. They had seventy long years before they could return. Forced into servitude, their situation hardly seemed conducive to prosperity.


Yet, as they waited for the hope and future God promised, He gave them specific instructions, which, by the way, sounded nothing like moving plans! God commanded them to build houses, plant gardens, get married, have children, increase in number.


To top it all off, God expected the exiles to “‘Seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers, you too will prosper’” (Jeremiah 29:7). Say what? Do good, work hard, seek to prosper people I don’t even like in a place I don’t plan to stay?


That’s right.


When you experience a time of waiting, purpose to look for the ways God is growing you—perhaps in patience, trust, flexibility, compassion, or understanding. Remember God’s promises to give you a hope and a future. Ask Him to help you serve Him faithfully wherever He places you. Seek the peace and prosperity of those around you, even if you won’t be neighbors for long.







WAIT FOR THE WHISPER






“Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart . . . but the LORD was not in the wind. After the wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake. After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentle whisper.”


1 Kings 19:11–12


Rock-shattering wind? Devastating earthquake? Consuming fire?


Gentle whisper.


Elijah, understandably exhausted from his showdown with the prophets of Baal, his call down of rain, and his chase down by Jezebel, who threatened his life, needed a word from the Lord. He literally had one mountaintop experience after another: first, Mount Carmel, where God sent fire to consume the water-soaked wood and offering, and then Mount Horeb, where God spoke directly to Elijah, showcasing His power and giving him further instructions. Though Elijah, exhausted, asked to die, God had more prophecies for him to deliver and a successor for him to train. But first, he had to wait.


Imagine the exhilaration of standing on a mountain as blasts of wind burst boulders apart, an earthquake splits open ravines, and a fire rages. These outward manifestations of God’s power in nature mirrored the inner turmoil Elijah was feeling. And yet, it was not until after all the disasters desisted that God spoke, and then in a gentle whisper.


If you’re feeling shattered, crushed, or consumed by a storm in your life right now, take heart. The storm will pass. Wait for His gentle whisper.







GOD’S WAITING ROOM






“But as for me, I watch in hope for the LORD, I wait for God my Savior; my God will hear me.”


Micah 7:7


Mary Catherine sent her college application to her top three choices. She asked God for favor with the universities. Every day after school she checked the mail on the way into the house. She wanted to be hopeful, but the longer she waited the more impatient she got. Her days were filled with trip after disappointing trip to the empty mailbox. Didn’t God know her whole career depended on this? She wanted God to answer her prayers.


Often we feel the same way as Mary Catherine. We are asking God for what we want, and even though we don’t say it aloud, we could add to our prayer, “And please answer it now!” We want to finish our prayer and say, “Amen!” and get up off our knees hoping to find an immediate answer. Many times God’s answer is just not fast enough.


Waiting for answers to prayers is not easy. Like Mary Catherine, we feel the wait is far too long and the “empty mailboxes” become almost overwhelming. We need answers and we want them now because we think that is the best.


The one thing we don’t take into consideration is that God sees the big picture, and He knows the best time for you to receive the answer to your prayer.


We can be at peace in God’s waiting room knowing He loves us.







WAIT FOR FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS






“You must wait seven days until I come to you and tell you what you are to do.”


1 Samuel 10:8


The Bible describes Saul as “an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites—a head taller than any of the others” (1 Samuel 9:2). Saul was obedient; he followed his father’s orders to find their missing donkeys. Yet, when Samuel the prophet began to pronounce blessings over Saul as Israel’s first king, Saul protested his unworthy status—from the smallest tribe and least clan of Israel.


Samuel knew that did not matter, so he obeyed heavenly orders and poured oil over Saul’s head, proclaiming him king. Then he told Saul specifically what to do and expect next: Meet two men near Rachel’s tomb; they will inform you about your donkeys. Go to the great tree of Tabor. Three men carrying goats, bread, and wine will meet you there. Accept two loaves from them. Go to Gibeah and join a procession of prophets. There “the Spirit of the LORD will come upon you in power, and you will prophesy with them; and you will be changed into a different person” (1 Samuel 10:6). Then he was told to wait seven days until Samuel came to him again.


Imagine the awe and anticipation Saul must have felt. So much happening so fast, resulting in a changed mission, a changed person, and a changed nation.


Be willing to follow God’s leading and wait when He is silent, knowing His plan will take place in His timing.







WHAT KIND OF WAITER ARE YOU?






“I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in his word I put my hope.”


Psalm 130:5


Rarely does our prayer time end and we immediately see the answer to our prayer. We would like that, but once we say “Amen!” we usually find ourselves waiting for the answers.


What does that process look like for you? Many times you will be one of three kinds of waiters.




	1.Impatient. You think God is taking too much time to answer you. You think to yourself He’s God. He can do anything. But because He is God, He knows the best time to answer. If you are waiting impatiently, ask yourself: Is there something in my life that is hindering my relationship with God?



	2.Passive. You believe God answers prayers. But since you didn’t hear an immediate answer, your faith that you will ever have an answer diminishes. If you are a passive waiter, you may ponder, Was my prayer heartfelt?



	3.Hopeful. You are sure God will answer your prayer and are at peace knowing the answer will come at the right time for you. You know God heard your prayer and will answer.





A young father in the maternity waiting room has no doubt in his mind that a baby is coming. He may not know the exact hour or minute, but he knows meeting his son or daughter is imminent. The baby is coming!


Waiting for prayers to be answered is the same way. The answer is coming!







ACCEPT






Acceptance is one thing that is easily talked about but not always easy to do. In Matthew 7 Jesus admonishes us to treat others as we would like to be treated. That includes accepting them for who they are. Sometimes that is really hard. But practicing acceptance in our lives, acceptance of others, of situations, and of God’s grace in every relationship and situation, creates a foundation for a happy, peaceful life.







GLAD TO BE ME






“Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will see the Lord.”


Hebrews 12:14


“Mom, I thought I’d go out with Vanessa tonight.”


I looked at my daughter, knowing she expected me to forbid it. But I also knew she really didn’t have plans with Vanessa. You see, my daughter was a teenager. One of her greatest pleasures was to see me upset over something that wasn’t even going to happen.


I had just returned from a seminar on personalities. After studying the four personalities for three days, I realized my melancholy personality was prone to want things perfect in a way that caused me to stress prematurely over the smallest things. My daughter’s personality was sanguine, and she loved to play a joke or do anything to excite me.
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