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      Pirate Mateys
and Scallywags

      
      Alleric (Al) Breas: Lives in Drake Drive and owns a mysterious sea trunk that takes him to the Dragon Blood Islands
      

      
      Blacktooth McGee: A very nasty pirate who runs the brigantine The Revenge

      
      Grandfather: Mahoot’s grandfather and guardian of the swimming elephants on Sabre Island
      

      
      Gunner: The pirate captain of the ship The Dandylion

      
      Halimeda (Hally) Breas: Al’s younger sister
      

      
      Mahoot: Captain Gunner’s cabin boy
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      Mozzy: The Dandylion’s bosun, small and fast
      

      
      Owen Seabrook: Al’s best friend
      

      
      Prince Alleric: The prince who once ruled Sabre Island but disappeared in mysterious circumstances
      

      
      Princess Haree: The princess of Ruby Island
      

      
      Razor Toe: A deathless pirate who has enslaved the people of Ruby Island
      

      
      Slicer: The Dandylion’s cook
      

      
      Snakeboot: A magical white three-legged cat with purple eyes. Legend has it he once belonged to a terrifying pirate called Vicious Victor.
      

      
      Stanley Spong: A crooked, sneaky trader in town who cheats people
      

      
      Vicious Victor: A pirate ghost. He used to pillage the Dragon Blood Islands and he stole the magical sabre and scabbard that belonged to
         Prince Alleric.
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      Grandfather’s Tales

      
      Al Breas and Owen Seabrook found themselves in an untidy room stacked to the ceiling with storage chests and smelling of pickled
         herrings and salted pork. The surge of the ocean, the floor pitching under their feet and the now-familiar creaking of rigging
         told them they were on board a sailing ship.
      

      
      Only seconds earlier they had disappeared from Al’s house at number five Drake Drive, in the twenty-first century. They had dressed themselves in their pirate clothes, acquired on one of their recent
         trips, climbed into Al’s grandfather’s old sea trunk in the attic and, as they had done many times before, travelled through
         space and time to the Dragon Blood Islands.
      

      
      ‘I was hoping we’d land on Sabre Island,’ Owen complained.

      
      ‘Shhh,’ warned Al. ‘Keep quiet. We might be on Blacktooth’s boat. He’d kill us, especially as I’m wearing the Dragon Blood
         Sabre.’
      

      
      ‘Sorry,’ Owen apologised, ‘you’re right. We’ll hide here. We should be safe.’

      
      ‘Unless someone comes for supplies,’ said Al. ‘It looks like we’re in a storeroom.’

      
      The words had no sooner left his lips than footsteps clumped outside and the latch lifted. The boys just managed to hide behind a large barrel as the door swung open.
      

      
      ‘Mahoot, come here!’ bellowed a familiar voice. ‘I thought you were gunner tidy this room!’

      
      ‘Captain Gunner!’ the boys cried as they leapt from their hiding place and confronted a tall pirate.
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      The pirate jumped back in shock, drawing his sword instinctively. Then he recognised Al and Owen and lowered his weapon. ‘You
         rotten rapscallions!’ he exclaimed. ‘We’ve been searching everywhere for you. Why didn’t you tell me you were on board?’
      

      
      ‘Blacktooth was after us,’ lied Owen, his face reddening.

      
      Captain Gunner’s voice dropped to a whisper. ‘Of course. The word is out that you’ve found the Dragon Blood Sabre. It was
         a wise idea to sneak on board.’
      

      
      Gunner was interrupted by a barefoot boy who came into the room. ‘Mahoot!’ Al and Owen cheered, and the boys did a high five.

      
      A three-legged cat bounded in behind the boys, wound itself around Al’s and Owen’s legs and purred loudly.

      
      ‘Snakeboot came on board without you,’ Gunner told them. ‘That’s when we really got worried. If we’d known you’d been stowing
         away, we’d have had smiles on our faces.’
      

      
      ‘Where are we sailing to?’ asked Al, keen to change the subject.
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