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Welcome to the world of Myth Quest…

Discover the fables and legends about the origin, history, deities, ancestors and heroes of India.

While the term ‘myth’ in common conversation means a false story, in the world of religion, folklore and magic, myths are considered ‘true’. They tell stories of the creation of the universe, the eternal battle between good and evil and the history of humankind itself.

The main characters in our myths are bigger and better than any modern superheroes. They are birds and beasts, asuras and gods, kings and queens, generals and warriors, sages and gurus, each with extraordinary powers that changed the course of history and the fate of the human race.

The people to whom a myth belongs consider it as a true account of their past millions of years ago. Even today, they continue to worship the gods and goddesses, follow the rituals and read the texts that developed from these myths.

Hachette India’s MythQuest series brings to you fascinating stories from the vast treasures of ancient mythology. Read them all—become a MythMaster!
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Mythological characters and events have been described in different ways in different versions of ancient texts. We have chosen the most interesting and key stories to build a comprehensive account for the young reader.


This story is about…


Mahishasura, a terrible and greatly feared asura, or demon. Mahishasura could assume the form of a powerful buffalo at will and thus he is referred to as Mahishasura, or the buffalo demon. Mahisha is the Sanskrit word for buffalo.

Mahishasura was blessed with great powers due to a boon from Lord Brahma. The asura was finally killed by the Goddess Durga, a manifestation of shakti, born of the combined powers of all the gods. It was only Goddess Durga with her unique powers and abilities who could override Lord Brahma’s boon and save the universe from this demon’s evil ways. Goddess Durga is therefore worshipped as ‘Mahishamardini’ or the slayer of Mahishasura. Goddess Durga’s victory symbolises the triumph of good over evil.

The myth of Mahishasura Mardini is found in several Puranas including the Kalika Purana, the Vamana Purana, the Varaha Purana, the Shiva Purana, the Skanda Purana, the Markandeya Purana and the Devi Bhagwati Purana.

According to one tribe in North Bengal, Mahishasura is believed to be their forefather. Their surname is asura and the five days of Durga Puja which is traditionally celebrated as a time of celebration for the killing of Mahishasura is a period of mourning for them.

Read about Mahishasura’s strange birth, his unmatched power, the terrible wars and finally, his violent end at the hands of Goddess Durga…
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CHAPTER ONE


A GREAT PENANCE AND A FIERY BIRTH
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A long time ago there was an asura called Dhanu. Dhanu had two sons, Rambha and Karambha. Rambha was king of the asuras. He ruled over the underworld as well as all the dark and fearful places on earth. Rambha was a cruel king, who always tormented and troubled his subjects.
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