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				When you look up at the stars, you see them as they were many years ago. This is because it takes all those years for light to travel across space to your eyes – and there ’s a lot of space to cross.
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				Astronomers measure distances in space by the time it takes light to cross them. One light year is very roughly 10 trillion km.
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				stars are called astronomers, because “astrUM” is Latin 


				for star.
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				than other stars because it’s so much closer than the rest (you should never look at it directly).


			


		


		

			

				u


			


		




		

			[image: ]

		


		

			[image: ]

		


		

			[image: ]

		


		

			[image: ]

		


		

			[image: ]

		


		

			[image: ]

		


		

			

				sunlight 


				is made deep inside the Sun, and then takes more than 100,000 years to make its way to the surface. Then sunlight moves very fast indeed, reaching the Earth just 8 minutes later. In space, light is the fastest thing there is.
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