

[image: cover]


























































LAURENCE KING


First p


ublished in Great Britain in 2025


This eBook edition published in 2025 by Laurence King


Text copyright © Russell Tovey and Robert Diament 2025 


Illustrations copyright © Rose Blake 2025


Foreword © Olivia Colman 2025


Russell Tovey and Robert Diament have asserted their right under the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988, 


to be identified as the author of this work.


All rights reserved. A CIP catalogue record for this boozk is available from the British Library. 


E-book ISBN: 978-1-510-23143-6


Laurence King


An imprint of


Hachette Children’s Group


Part of Hodder and Stoughton Limited


Carmelite House


50 Victoria Embankment


London EC4Y 0DZ


An Hachette UK Company


www.hachette.co.uk


www.hachettechildrens.co.uk


www.laurenceking.com


The authorised representative in the EEA is Hachette Ireland, 8 Castlecourt Centre, Dublin 15, D15 XTP3, Ireland 


(email: info@hbgi.ie).


Thank you


Russell and Robert would like to thank all of the artists included in this book for allowing us to share your inspiring 


artworks and stories. We are very proud to have your work included here.


Special thanks to all the teachers around the world who are supporting art education and creativity in all its forms.


Thanks to our editors at Hachette, to our collaborator Susie Hall who helped us during the making of this book, to 


Olivia Colman for her beautiful foreword, to our team at Independent Talent – Louise, Grace, Zach and Paul, to our 


Margate family Carl Freedman and Tracey Emin for constant support, to our pets Rocky, Window and Doorway, 


and fi nally much love and gratitude to all of our Talk Art podcast listeners around the world for being so loyal.


Thanks to all our friends and families who have always encouraged our enthusiasm for art, especially our mums 


Carole and Judith.


Most of all, thank you to all the future artists reading this book. We hope you are feeling inspired and we look 


forward to seeing the art you create!















Foreword by Olivia Colman


Two things in life are guaranteed to brighten your day – to open your eyes 


and give you a fresh, funny, moving and hopeful perspective on things: kids 


and art. (And of course dogs. But that’s a different book.)


So, what better than to combine the two? To discover the wonder of art 


anew through a child’s eyes . . . and to discover the wonder of children 


afresh, through a shared joy in art.


And for you kids – what better way to help your grown-ups learn really 


important things like ‘your child can tidy their room TOMORROW’, than 


by sitting them down and showing them some lovely pictures?


Because through all of this, art will remind us of the most important thing 


of all: that beauty is within all of us. (And in dogs.)
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Hello! It’s a pleasure to meet you. 


Who are we?


We are          Russell                                 and                                     Robert. 



Welcome 


 to our art adventure!  



We love art and want to share with you the many reasons  


why it brings us so much joy.
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Art can be many things – it can be numbers, letters, pictures, lights and even 


noises! Art is also expression, and one of the most powerful things we can learn  


as we grow up is how to express our feelings and how to celebrate the things  


that bring us joy. 


Come journey with us to explore this magical world!
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What is art anyway?


Humans have been on this planet for over 200,000 years. How do we know this? 


Because of the art that has been left behind. If you go into any museum in the 


world, you will see objects that are probably much older than you. Older than your 


parents, even – older than your grandparents! 


Creating things has always been important to humans. Firstly, for survival – they 


needed to make vessels and tools to cook with, store things in or to prepare food 


with. But it wasn’t all about necessity – humans also created cave paintings, in order 


to communicate and keep a record of their daily lives. 


Art connects to everything. Think of this book you’re holding. It was designed by 


a book designer who studied art. Think of the chair you’re sitting on. It was also 


designed by someone who studied art. Look around the room you’re in. The room 


was designed by an architect who – guess what? – probably studied art. Art is all 


around us – it’s even within us – and we’re going to show you just how fun and 


rewarding it can be to express your artistic vision.
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What can art do for you?


Art can tell a story by showing us our past, present and future. Every time we  


pick up a pencil, crayon or paint brush, we are following in the footsteps of the 


greatest storytellers who have ever lived. By looking at art, we can learn more  


about ourselves. Many artists have shown us their joy, sadness and frustration 


through their creativity, because artists make art about the people, places and  


things that they love. We might be able to imagine what an artist felt when they 


created their work – we might even feel the same. And when we recognise  


ourselves in someone’s art, that artist helps to reveal to us more about who we are.


We’d like to share some of our favourite artworks with you. They’re all different,  


and each one holds a special place in our hearts. Let the art fun begin!
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Henri Matisse


The Snail (1953)



286.4 cm x 287 cm


Abstract
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This colourful artwork by French artist Henri Matisse is a collage made with 


paper, gouache (a water-based paint) and scissors. Matisse was nearly ninety 


years old when he created it, and his poor health meant that he couldn’t paint 


as much as he would have liked. So, he started cutting coloured paper into 


different shapes and collaging them together to make artworks. The Snail  


is very big and was designed to be hung up on a wall. 


Can you see how the artist has shaped the colours into a shell in the middle  


of the paper? 


It doesn’t look exactly like a snail, but Matisse wanted the image to become 


clearer the more people looked at it – this is called abstract art. He chose  


very bright colours. Would you do the same? 


Do you like that it isn’t an exact copy of a snail? Can you imagine other 


insects or creatures that the artist could have made with these colours? 


Perhaps try collaging a butterfly with different pieces of colourful paper. 


You can make the wings in different shapes and shades. And remember,  


it doesn’t have to look exactly like a butterfly, because this is abstract art.
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