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				INTRODUCTION

			

		

		
			
				With its 34th season starting in September 2022, The Simpsons’ popularity shows no sign of waning. One of television’s longest-running and most successful series, the animated adventures of the dysfunctional family from Springfield, USA will have reached an incredible landmark of 750 episodes by the end of the latest season.

				Not bad for an idea that was sketched in a hallway ahead of a pitch meeting with producer James L. Brooks!

				Creator Matt Groening couldn’t have imagined that his idea would not only win a five-minute slot on The Tracey Ullman Show but go on to become commissioned as a half-hour prime-time show and ratings success. 

				Though there had been other dysfunctional US families on TV, such as the 1950s favourite Father Knows Best (not coincidentally also set in Springfield, Anywhere, USA) and the 1970s family comedy Wait Till Your Father Gets Home – which, incidentally, also started life as a short, animated segment on a prime-time show.
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				The Simpsons centres around the world of Homer and Marge Simpson and their children, Bart, Lisa and Maggie.

				The family, despite their longevity, never age and Springfield provides the backdrop for the family’s many adventures, with the American town providing a shifting landscape to suit all storylines.

				While the Simpson family are central to all episodes, a large and eclectic cast of characters ensure that there are numerous continuing threads that connect each episode, from the god-fearing Flanders family who have the misfortune to live next door to the Simpson clan, to local bar owner Moe, Comic Book Guy and many, many others. 

				The Simpsons are part of popular culture across the world, adored by millions with phrases that have become part of everyday life in America and around the globe.

				The Simpsons is a phenomenon, the like of which we may never see again…

				Long may it continue.
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				HOMER’S WORDS OF WIS-D’OH-M

				There’s more to Homer Simpson than just his crackpot schemes and Duff-addled parenting. He is the show’s greatest weapon to demonstrate the flaws in the American Dream – as well as the contradictions at the heart of the nuclear American family. 

				The classic middle-class anti-hero, Homer is the perfectly imperfect vessel to reveal these traditional values for what they really are.
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				THE SIMPSONS

			

		

		
			
				D’oh!

				Homer’s catchphrase – modelled by voice actor Dan Castellaneta on the “d’oh!” expressed by Jimmy Finlayson, the Scottish actor who appeared in 33 Laurel and Hardy films.

				As heard on almost every episode of The Simpsons…
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				You don’t win friends with salad.

				Homer advises daughter Lisa he will be less popular if he hosts meat-free BBQs!
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