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The King and Queen are lazybones, 


Sitting on their precious thrones. 


King Oberon I’ll overthrow,


And Queen Titania has to go.


Titania has a birthday law,


That helps her rule for decades more. 


But I will freeze her gentle grace, 


And set an Ice Queen in her place!
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“I’m stuffed,” said Gracie Adebayo, patting her tummy.


“Me too,” said Kirsty Tate. “If I have one more bite, I think I’ll pop.”


“Best barbecue ever,” said Khadijah Khan, who was sitting beside her on the swinging chair. “Kirsty, your dad makes the most amazing food.”


Kirsty grinned at her new friends. They had just moved to Hawthorn Grove, Wetherbury’s new housing estate. Kirsty’s parents had invited them and their families to the barbecue.


“Can anyone manage another burger?” called Mr Tate.


Five burgers and ten corn on the cobs were sizzling on the barbecue. A small crowd gathered, including Khadijah’s older brother, Rafi.


“Rafi loves barbecues,” said Khadijah, grinning at her brother.


Rafi grinned back at her and rubbed his belly to make her laugh.


“What does Rafi have on his arm?” asked Kirsty.


“It’s a special type of pump,” said Khadijah. “He has a disease called diabetes. The pump gives him his medicine at the right time each day.”


Mr Tate happily snapped his barbecue tongs.


“My dad loves barbecues too,” said Kirsty, laughing.


She gazed around the garden and smiled. The setting sun was lending everything in the garden a glimmer of gold. It made her think of the magical glow that was a sign that a fairy adventure would soon begin.


Kirsty and her best friend, Rachel Walker, had been friends with the fairies ever since they had first met on Rainspell Island. During an adventure with Hope the Welcome Fairy, they had been able to share their special fairy secret with Gracie and Khadijah too.


“What shall we do now?” asked Khadijah. “The grown-ups are just going to stand around all evening talking.”


“I was hoping you might help me,” said Gracie. “It’s my birthday soon, and the party is going to be at Partyland.”


“Wow!” said Kirsty with a gasp. “Lucky you!”


“What’s Partyland?” asked Khadijah.


“It’s an amazing adventure park,” said Kirsty. “I’ve only been once. It’s huge. There are lots of different areas with their own themes.”


“Like what?” asked Khadijah.


“So many I can’t remember them all,” Kirsty admitted. “Dinosaurs, unicorns, pirates, fairy tales, circus . . . and lots more. There are fairground rides, games, drop slides, a gigantic soft play castle, cafés, water rides, rollercoasters and a petting zoo. I only saw a tiny part of it when I went. It’s got the biggest mirror maze in the country.”
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“It sounds fantastic,” said Khadijah.


“You’re both invited, of course,” said Gracie. “I was hoping that you would help me to write my party invitations. I brought them with me. My mums want me to invite everyone from my new class in school, so I can get to know them before term starts. That’s a lot of invitations to write!”


“Of course we’ll help,” said Kirsty. “We can use my sparkly gel pens.”


Soon they were lying on their stomachs in Kirsty’s sitting room, working through the pile of invitations. Kirsty was just writing one for Rachel when she heard the letterbox rattle.
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