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ABOUT THE AUTHOR


Jake the Yellow-Lab-sort-of-dog and Maria Goodavage have traveled throughout the state to check out some of the most dog-friendly parks, beaches, lodgings, and restaurants in the world. As part of their research, they’ve ridden on ferries, horse-drawn carriages, cable cars, gondolas, and steam trains. They’ve visited chichi art galleries, dumpy drive-in movies, kitschy tourist attractions, dog-friendly wineries, high-end stores, ski resorts, major-league ballgames, and even had high tea together. They’ve eaten at restaurants where dogs are treated almost like people (except they never get the bill). They’ve stayed at the best hotels, the worst flea-bitten motels, and everything in between. Jake’s favorite saying: “You’re not really gonna leave the house without me, are ya?” (This is usually accompanied by all his extra folds of neck skin drooping forward into his face, his floppy ears hanging especially low, his tail sagging dejectedly, and his big seal-like eyes looking wet and wide and oh-so-woeful.)
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Since Jake still doesn’t have a driver’s license after all these years, he relies on Maria, former longtime USA Today correspondent, to be his chauffeur. Maria is well qualified—she started chauffeuring dogs many years back, when her intrepid Airedale, Joe, joined her during some of her travels for the newspaper. With all of their experiences on the road, it was only a matter of time before a book was born, followed by a series of books. Both The Dog Lover’s Companion to California and The Dog Lover’s Companion to the San Francisco Bay Area are now in their seventh editions.


Maria is a freelance writer, and an editor and blogger for Dogster.com, one of the most widely read dog websites in the world. Check out her blog at www.dogblog.dogster.com.


Jake lives near the beach in San Francisco with Maria, her husband, and their daughter. He encourages his fans to write to him, care of Maria (who won’t let him online anymore—long story), and tell him about new dog-friendly places he should sniff out for this book’s next edition. You can find contact info at www.caldogtravel.com. And you can follow Jake’s tweets at @dog_trips_calif.




In Memoriam


PHIL FRANK


1943–2007


Just before my deadline for the sixth edition of this book, Phil Frank, who illustrated this book and the entire Dog Lover’s Companion series, died of a brain tumor. He was only 64. Phil was best known for his perennially popular San Francisco Chronicle comic strip, Farley, and a nationally syndicated strip, The Elderberries.


In 1991 he took on the illustration job for the first edition of The Dog Lover’s Companion to the Bay Area pretty much as a favor to my then-co-author, Lyle York, a colleague at the Chronicle. If not for his delightful, humorous, sweet, fun illustrations of dogs and their people, I’m not sure the series would have taken off as it did. His illustrations are an integral part of these books—sometimes the main selling point for browsers too busy to read the text.


But beyond his talent as an illustrator, Phil was one of the kindest, most humble, most decent human beings I’ve come across. I’ll never forget when my daughter was an aspiring cartoonist at the age of 6, and Phil invited us to come to his Sausalito studio to give her a little cartooning tutelage. She was transfixed by his gentle humor, his grandfatherly demeanor, and his drawing style. They worked together for nearly two hours, and he invited us to come back any time she needed a refresher. Sadly, life got busy, and although we emailed a few times, that was the last time I saw him.


I am comforted that Phil’s illustrations—and thus a part of him—will live on in these books. But I wish he were still here to make the world a better place for all who knew him.
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Now, Charley is a mind-reading dog. There have been many trips in his lifetime, and often he has to be left at home. He knows we are going long before the suitcases come out, and he paces and worries and whines and goes into a state of mild hysteria, old as he is.


John Steinbeck, Travels with Charley








There was a time when dogs could go just about anywhere they pleased. Well-Dressed dogs with embarrassing names attended afternoon teas, while their less-kempt counterparts sauntered into saloons without anyone’s blinking a bloodshot eye.


No one thought it strange to see a pug-nosed little snookum-wookums of a dog snuggled on his mistress’s lap on a long train journey. Equally accepted were dogs prancing through fine hotels, dogs at dining establishments, and dogs in almost any park they cared to visit.


But then there came a time (a period perhaps best referred to as the Doggy Dark Ages) when dogs came to be seen as beasts not fit for hotels, restaurants, or even many parks. The world was getting more crowded, patience growing thinner; there was only so much room, and, dangit, four-legged varmints weren’t going to be sharing it. They were just dogs after all—animals who eat from bowls on the floor and lick their heinies at unfortunate moments. Dogs were for the house, the backyard, sidewalks (with canines being “curbed”), and some tolerant parks. So we got used to leaving our dogs behind when we took off for an afternoon, or for a road trip. It hurt—oh, how it hurt—but what could you do?


Many of us know that guilt too well. The guilt that stabs at you as you push your dog’s struggling body back inside the house and tug the door shut can be so painful that sometimes you just can’t look back. Even a trip to the grocery store can become a heart-wrenching tale of woe. A survey by the American Animal Hospital Association shows that the vast majority of us feel guilty when leaving pets at home. Thirty-nine percent of pet people call to talk to their pets when they’re away. I’ve tried that, but it always made me feel even worse.


Joe, the Airedale terrier who inspired not only this book but the entire Dog Lover’s Companion series, was born with an unparalleled gift for making people feel guilty—and not your ordinary, run-of-the-mill guilt where you smart for a couple of hours after seeing your dog’s moping eyes follow your car as you speed away. It’s that deep-in-the-gut-for-days guilt, where the sight of that pouting snout, those drooping ears, and that tail lowered to half-mast hangs with you until you return home.


John Steinbeck’s blue poodle, Charley, was a master of powerful pleas that were carefully designed to allow him to accompany his people on trips. Eventually, his hard work paid off and he won himself a seat in Steinbeck’s brandnew truck/house on their epic journey across America. They sought and found the heart of this country in their adventures across 34 states.


Joe’s guilt-inducing expertise won him a spot in my rusty, beat-up, hiccupping pickup truck in our sporadic little journeys around the Bay Area, and later, California. We sought and found thousands of dog-friendly places in our adventures and misadventures.


Joe and I were frequently joined by two other experts in the field of rating parks and sniffing out good dog attractions. Nisha, our old-lady springer spaniel, insisted on standing in the back of the truck, under the camper top, madly wagging her tail for hours on end as we drove and drove and drove. She was a real asset to have around when it came to checking out beaches, lakes, rivers, and ponds—any area with water. (Joe hated to get his paws wet, so he couldn’t be impartial in his rating of watery attractions.)


Bill, a big, lovable galoot of a dog, was my other original canine researcher. I found him partway through my travels. He was trembling in the middle of a Northern California road, with a big chain tight around his neck. He’d evidently broken loose, because the last link of the thick chain was mauled. I came to find out that his owner beat him regularly. Bill went back to San Francisco with me that afternoon. During the months when I was looking for the perfect home for him (oh, and did he ever get the perfect home!), he became one of the friendliest, most outgoing dogs I’ve ever had the pleasure to meet. His presence during my journeys was invaluable. He lifted my spirits when I was tired, and his 85 pounds of muscle kept away bad spirits when we visited questionable areas.


Time marches on. All journeys have to end someday. Joe, Nisha, and Bill have gone to that giant off-leash beach in the sky. They’re dearly missed, but their legacy—that of helping other dogs lead better lives by sniffing out places they’re allowed to go with their humans—lives on. I’m pretty sure that now Joe is chasing—and finally catching—cats (in Dog Heaven, in case you didn’t know, all cats are slow), and eating all the horse manure he wants.


Before I choke up, I’d like to introduce you to a dog you’ll be seeing plenty of throughout this book. His name is Jake, and we figure he’s about 97 percent yellow Lab, leaving 3 percent hound or Great Dane or some other big thing with short fur. When he was about six months old, we were asked to foster him for a week. That was back in 2002.


Jake now weighs a big 90 or so pounds, and is one of the sweetest, most noodley dogs I’ve ever met. When we’re home, he can usually be found reposing on his chair (despite our best attempts to keep him off it, the big comfy IKEA chair is now referred to as “Jake’s chair”), jowls sprawled over the windowsill (which is half chewed away from his younger days—a very attractive sight), big brown eyes staring off into the distance as if longing for another road trip.


We’ve had some terrific trips together. Since traveling with a giant furry termite is a bad idea, I waited until his penchant for chewing furniture, windowsills, and floorboards had disappeared. Then we hit the road, enjoying dog-friendly lodgings, restaurants, and parks around California.


As a water dog, he excels at checking out liquidy attractions, from wading pools at dog parks to ponds, lakes, and beaches. Fortunately, I never have to worry about him going after ducks, per his breed’s instinct. For some reason, when swimming ducks see him dogpaddling, they make a beeline right for him. This gives Jake the creeps, and he swims away, with the ducks fast on his tail. It’s a sight that would make a duck hunter cry.


On a similar note, he’s always glad when we visit a dog park that has a separate section for small dogs. Tiny dogs become giants with Jake, yapping a couple of times while giving him the chase. He tucks his tail between his legs and runs away, glancing nervously behind him to make sure he’s escaped before relaxing enough to be his big doggy self again.


Jake and I (the “we” you will be reading about throughout the book) are happy to announce that the seventh edition of the book finds the Doggy Dark Ages further behind us than ever. Dog travel is scorching hot. Everyone’s getting in on it. For many reasons, dogs have become a real part of our families (“fur kids” is a common name for their status), and businesses have seen the golden opportunities. Witness the dog travel agents, dog road-trip accessories, and even an upstart doggy airline.


Many lodgings, from the humblest cabins to the most regal luxury suites and chichi vacation rentals, are now allowing dog guests. “If we have a house that doesn’t permit dogs, they’re just not going to do very well,” a Sonoma County vacation rental agent told me. A Bay Area innkeeper’s policy sums up this dog-loving travel trend: “Come here with a young child, I’ll probably turn you away. Come here with a dog, I go all gaga.”


Many upscale chains have taken the dog-friendly policy all the way. Loews has its “Loews Loves Pets” program. Kimpton hotels all welcome dogs, and most provide them some sort of VIP package. And Starwood Hotels, one of the leading hotel companies in the world, started its Starwood LTD (Love That Dog) program in its Sheraton, Westin, and W hotels in the United States and Canada.


“Dog owners are a market niche that’s been underserved by the travel industry,” a Starwood press release announced. And Barry Sternlicht, Starwood’s founder, chairman, and CEO, has lofty goals for Starwood. “We intend to become the most dog-friendly hotel company in the land, and not just allow dogs to stay, but actually pamper and spoil them,” says Barry, who has two dogs of his own.


The vacation industry is truly going to the dogs. And California is more resplendent than ever with dog-friendly destinations.


We’ve tried to find the very best of everything you can do with your dog in California, so you’ll never again have to face the prospect of shutting the door on your dog’s nose. This book is crammed to the breaking point with descriptions of thousands of dog-friendly parks, restaurants with outdoor tables, and lodgings. The book also describes dozens of unusual adventures you and your dog can share. You can ride on steam trains, cable cars, gondolas, houseboats, canoes, and surreys. You can sip wine at dozens of vineyards where dogs are adored, attend a professional baseball game, go cross-country skiing, hit a nightclub, go to church, enjoy concerts by world-renowned performers, watch plays, sniff around bookstores, check out art galleries, and shop at highfashion stores.


The seventh edition of this book is the most fun-packed yet. We’ve added countless new places to go with your dog, many of them discovered through readers whose dogs insist on writing to tell us about their favorite new park, cool eatery, or pooch-loving hotel. We’re so grateful to these dogs that, whenever possible, we acknowledge them under the new listing.


California dogs are lucky dogs indeed: Since the last edition, oodles more dog parks have sprung up. Dog parks are a huge trend, one that shows no signs of slowing. We personally prefer being out of the confines of a fenced area, and on a leash-free beach or trail, but these parks do put a wag in many a dog’s tail. Dog parks run the gamut from very basic (often just bones city governments throw to appease their dog-bearing constituents) to gorgeous, perfectly manicured, custom-designed doggy playgrounds. I can’t describe them all, because of space limitations, so if I’m missing one you’d love to see in the pages of the book, let me know. There’s always a way to make room.


A traveling dog’s life has changed significantly from the days when John Steinbeck and Charley traversed the country together. Dogs have less freedom, but, ironically, more choices.


And you can pretty much rest assured that no one will look askance when he or she realizes that your traveling companion is none other than the furry beast at your side. “Used to be odd when someone wanted a room to stay in with their dog,” says a rural innkeeper. “Now it doesn’t even make us blink.”


The Paws Scale


At some point, we’ve got to face the facts: Humans and dogs have different tastes. We like eating oranges and smelling lilacs and covering our bodies with soft clothes. They like eating roadkill and smelling each other’s unmentionables and covering their bodies with horse manure.


The parks, beaches, and recreation areas in this book are rated with a dog in mind. Maybe your favorite park has lush gardens, a duck pond, a few acres of perfectly manicured lawns, and sweeping views of a nearby skyline. But unless your dog can run leash-free, swim in the pond, and roll in the grass, that park doesn’t deserve a very high rating.


The very lowest rating you’ll come across in this book is the fire hydrant symbol [image: image]. This means the park is merely “worth a squat.” Visit one of these parks only if your dog just can’t hold it any longer. These parks have virtually no other redeeming qualities for canines.


Beyond that, the paws scale starts at one paw [image: image] and goes up to four paws [image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image]. A one-paw park isn’t a dog’s idea of a great time. Maybe it’s a tiny park with few trees and too many kids running around. Or perhaps it’s a magnificent-for-people park that bans dogs from every inch of land except paved roads and a few campsites. Four-paw parks, on the other hand, are places your dog will drag you to visit. Some of these areas come as close to dog heaven as you can imagine. Many have lakes for swimming or zillions of acres for hiking. Some are small, fenced-in areas where leash-free dogs can tear around without danger of running into the road.


This book is not a comprehensive guide to all of the parks in California. If I included every single park, it would be ridiculously unportable. Instead, I tried to find the best, largest, and most convenient parks—and especially parks that allow dogs off leash. Some counties have so many wonderful parks that I had to make some tough choices in deciding which to include and which to leave out. Other counties have such a limited supply of parks that, for the sake of dogs living and visiting there, I ended up listing parks that wouldn’t otherwise be worth mentioning.


I’ve provided specific directions to the major parks and parks near highways. Other parks are listed by their cross streets. If you don’t have GPS, I highly recommend checking an Internet map site such as Mapquest.com or picking up detailed street maps from the AAA—California State Automobile Association (maps are free for members)—before you and your dog set out on your adventures.


He, She, It


In this book, whether neutered, spayed, or au naturel, dogs are never referred to as “it.” They are either “he” or “she.” I alternate pronouns so no dog reading this book will feel left out.


To Leash or Not to Leash…


This is not a question that plagues dogs’ minds. Ask just about any normal, red-blooded American dog whether she’d prefer to visit a park and be on leash or off, and she’ll say, “Arf!” No question about it, most dogs would give their canine teeth to frolic about without a cumbersome leash.


Whenever you see the running dog symbol [image: image] in this book, you’ll know that under certain circumstances, your dog can run around in leash-free bliss. Fortunately, California is home to hundreds of such parks. The rest of the parks demand leashes. I wish I could write about the parks where dogs get away with being scofflaws. Unfortunately, those would be the first parks the animal control patrols would hit. I don’t advocate breaking the law, but if you’re going to, please follow your conscience and use common sense.
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Also, just because dogs are permitted off leash in certain areas doesn’t necessarily mean you should let your dog run free. In large tracts of wild land, unless you’re sure your dog will come back when you call or will never stray more than a few yards from your side, you should probably keep her leashed. An otherwise docile homebody can turn into a savage hunter if the right prey is near. Or your curious dog could perturb a rattlesnake or dig up a rodent whose fleas carry bubonic plague. In pursuit of a strange scent, your dog could easily get lost in an unfamiliar area. (Some forest rangers recommend having your dog wear a bright orange collar, vest, or backpack when out in the wilderness.)


There’s No Business
Like Dog Business


There’s nothing appealing about bending down with a plastic bag or a piece of newspaper on a chilly morning and grabbing the steaming remnants of what your dog ate for dinner the night before. It’s disgusting. Worse yet, you have to hang onto it until you can find a trash can. And how about when the newspaper doesn’t endure before you can dispose of it? Yuck! It’s enough to make you wish your dog could wear diapers. But as gross as it can be to scoop the poop, it’s worse to step in it. It’s really bad if a child falls in it, or—gasp!—starts eating it. And have you ever walked into a park where few people clean up after their dogs? It’s so whiffy even the dogs look vaguely discomfited.


Unscooped poop is one of a dog’s worst enemies. Public policies banning dogs from parks are enacted because of it. And not all poop woes are outside. A dog-loving concierge at an upscale hotel told us that a guest came up to her and said there was some dirt beside the elevator. The concierge sent someone to clean it up. The dirt turned out to be dog poop. The hotel, which used to be one of the most elegant dog-friendly hotels around (it even had a Pampered Pet Program), now bans dogs. (There were other reasons, including a new boss, but the poop was the last straw.)


Just be responsible and clean up after your dog everywhere you go. (And obviously, if there’s even a remote chance he’ll relieve himself inside, don’t even bring him into hotels or stores that permit dogs!) Anytime you take your dog out, stuff plastic bags in your jacket, purse, car, pants pockets—anywhere you might be able to pull one out when needed. Or, if plastic isn’t your bag, newspapers will do the trick. If it makes it more palatable, bring along a paper bag, too, and put the used newspaper or plastic bag in it. That way you don’t have to walk around with dripping paper or a plastic bag whose contents are visible to the world. If you don’t enjoy the squishy sensation, try one of those cardboard or plastic bag pooper-scoopers sold at pet stores. If you don’t feel like bending down, buy a long-handled scooper. There’s a scooper for every taste.


This is the only lecture you’ll get on scooping in this entire book. To help keep parks alive, I should harp on it in every park description, but that would take another 100 pages—and you’d start to ignore it anyway. And, if I mentioned it in some park listings but not others, it might imply that you don’t have to clean up after your dog in the parks where it’s not mentioned.


A final note: Don’t pretend not to see your dog while he’s doing his bit. Don’t pretend to look for it without success. And don’t fake scooping it up when you’re really just covering it with sand. I know these tricks because I’ve been guilty of them myself—but no more. I’ve seen the light. I’ve been saved. I’ve been delivered from the depths of dog-doo depravity.


Etiquette Rex:
The Well-Mannered Mutt


While cleaning up after your dog is your responsibility, a dog in a public place has his own responsibilities. Of course, it really boils down to your responsibility again, but the burden of action is on your dog. Etiquette for restaurants and hotels is covered in other sections of this chapter. What follows are some fundamental rules of dog etiquette. I’ll go through it quickly, but if your dog’s a slow reader, he can read it again: no vicious dogs; no jumping on people; no incessant barking; no leg lifts on surfboards, backpacks, human legs, or any other personal objects you’ll find hanging around beaches and parks; dogs should come when they’re called; dogs should stay on command.


Joe Dog managed to violate all but the first of these rules at one point or another. (Jake followed in his pawsteps to an amazing extent, considering he never even met Joe.) Do your best to remedy any problems. It takes patience, and it’s not always easy. For instance, there was a time during Joe’s youth when he seemed to think that human legs were tree trunks. Rather than pretending I didn’t know the beast, I strongly reprimanded him, apologized to the victim from the depths of my heart, and offered money for dry cleaning. Joe learned his lesson—many dry-cleaning bills later.


Safety First


A few essentials will keep your traveling dog happy and healthy.


Heat: If you must leave your dog alone in the car for a few minutes, do so only if it’s cool out and if you can park in the shade. Never, ever, ever leave a dog in a car with the windows rolled up all the way. Even if it seems cool, the sun’s heat passing through the window can kill a dog in a matter of minutes. Roll down the window enough so your dog gets air, but not so much that there’s danger of your dog getting out or someone breaking in. Make sure your dog has plenty of water.


[image: image]


You also have to watch out for heat exposure when your car is in motion. Certain cars, such as hatchbacks, can make a dog in the backseat extra hot, even while you feel OK in the driver’s seat.


Try to time your vacation so you don’t visit a place when it’s extremely warm. Dogs and heat don’t get along, especially if the dog isn’t used to heat. The opposite is also true. If your dog lives in a hot climate and you take him to a freezing place, it may not be a healthy shift. Check with your vet if you have any doubts. Spring and fall are usually the best times to travel.


Water: Water your dog frequently. Dogs on the road may drink even more than they do at home. Take regular water breaks, or bring a heavy bowl (the thick clay ones do nicely) and set it on the floor so your dog always has access to water. I use a nonspill bowl, which comes in really handy on curvy roads. When hiking, be sure to carry enough water for you and a thirsty dog.


Rest Stops: Stop and unwater your dog. There’s nothing more miserable than being stuck in a car when you can’t find a rest stop. No matter how tightly you cross your legs and try to think of the desert, you’re certain you’ll burst within the next minute… so imagine how a dog feels when the urge strikes, and he can’t tell you the problem. There are plenty of rest stops along the major California freeways. I’ve also included many parks close to freeways for dogs who need a good stretch with their bathroom break.


How frequently you stop depends on your dog’s bladder. If your dog is constantly running out the doggy door at home to relieve himself, you may want to stop every hour. Others can go significantly longer without being uncomfortable. Watch for any signs of restlessness and gauge it for yourself.


Car Safety: Even the experts differ on how a dog should travel in a car. Some suggest doggy safety belts, available at pet-supply stores. Others firmly believe in keeping a dog kenneled. They say it’s safer for the dog if there’s an accident, and it’s safer for the driver because there’s no dog underfoot. Still others say you should just let your dog hang out without straps and boxes. They believe that if there’s an accident, at least the dog isn’t trapped in a cage. They say that dogs enjoy this more, anyway.


I’m a follower of the last school of thought. Jake loves sticking his snout out of the windows to smell the world go by. The danger is that if the car kicks up a pebble or angers a bee, his nose and eyes could be injured. So far, he’s been OK, as has every other dog who has explored the Golden State with us, but I’ve seen dogs who needed to be treated for bee stings to the nose because of this practice. If in doubt, try opening the window just enough so your dog can’t stick out much snout.


Whatever travel style you choose, your pet will be more comfortable if he has his own blanket with him. A veterinarian acquaintance brings a fauxsheepskin blanket for his dogs. At night in the hotel, the sheepskin doubles as the dog’s bed.


The Ultimate Doggy Bag


Your dog can’t pack his own bags, and even if he could, he’d probably fill them with dog biscuits and chew toys. It’s important to stash some of those in your dog’s vacation kit, but here are other handy items to bring along: bowls, bedding, a brush, towels (for those muddy days), a first-aid kit, pooperscoopers, water, food, prescription drugs, tags, treats, toys, and—of course—this book.


Make sure your dog is wearing his license, identification tag, and rabies tag. Bringing along your dog’s up-to-date vaccination records is a good idea, too. If you should find yourself at a park or campground that requires the actual rabies certificate, you’ll be set. In addition, you may unexpectedly end up needing to leave your dog in a doggy day care for a few hours so you can go somewhere you just can’t bring your dog. A record of his shots is imperative. (You’ll also have to get him a kennel-cough shot if boarding is a possibility.)


It’s a good idea to snap a disposable ID on your dog’s collar, too, showing a cell phone number or the name, address, and phone number either of where you’ll be vacationing or of a friend who’ll be home to field calls. That way, if your dog should get lost, at least the finder won’t be calling your empty house. Paper key-chain tags available at hardware stores offer a cheap way to change your dog’s contact info as often as needed when on vacation. Dog-book author and pet columnist Gina Spadafori advises always listing a local number on the tag. “You’d be surprised how many people don’t want to make a long-distance phone call,” she writes in her book Dogs for Dummies.


Some people think dogs should drink only water brought from home, so their bodies don’t have to get used to too many new things. I’ve never had a problem giving my dogs tap water from other parts of the state, nor has anyone else I know. Most vets think your dog will be fine drinking tap water in most U.S. cities.


“Think of it this way,” says Pete Beeman, a longtime San Francisco veterinarian. “Your dog’s probably going to eat poop if he can get hold of some, and even that’s probably not going to harm him. I really don’t think that drinking water that’s OK for people is going to be bad for dogs.” (Jake can attest to the poop part. But let’s not talk about that.)


Bone Appétit


In some European countries, dogs enter restaurants and dine alongside their folks as if they were people, too. (Or at least they sit and watch and drool while their people dine.) Not so in the United States. Rightly or wrongly, dogs are considered a health threat here. But many health inspectors I’ve spoken with say they see no reason why clean, well-behaved dogs shouldn’t be permitted inside a restaurant. “Aesthetically, it may not appeal to Americans,” an environmental specialist with the state Department of Health told me. “But the truth is, there’s no harm in this practice.”


Ernest Hemingway made an expatriate of his dog, Black Dog (a.k.a. Blackie), partly because of America’s restrictive views on dogs in dining establishments. In “The Christmas Gift,” a story published in Look magazine in 1954, he describes how he made the decision to take Black Dog to Cuba, rather than leave him behind in Ketchum, Idaho.






This was a town where a man was once not regarded as respectable unless he was accompanied by his dog. But a reform movement had set in, led by several local religionists, and gambling had been abolished and there was even a movement on foot to forbid a dog from entering a public eating place with his master. Blackie had always tugged me by the trouser leg as we passed a combination gambling and eating place called the Alpine where they served the finest sizzling steak in the West. Blackie wanted me to order the giant sizzling steak and it was difficult to pass the Alpine.… We decided to make a command decision and take Blackie to Cuba.








Fortunately, you don’t have to take your dog to a foreign country to eat together at a restaurant. The state is full of restaurants with outdoor tables, and hundreds of them welcome dogs to join their people for an alfresco experience. The law on outdoor dining is somewhat vague, and each county has different versions of it. In general, as long as your dog doesn’t go inside a restaurant (even to get to outdoor tables in the back) and isn’t near the food preparation areas, it’s probably legal. The decision is then up to the restaurant proprietor.
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The restaurants listed in this book have given us permission to tout them as dog-friendly eateries. But keep in mind that rules can change and restaurants can close, so I highly recommend phoning before you set your stomach on a particular kind of cuisine. Since some restaurants close during colder months, phoning ahead is a doubly wise thing to do. (Of course, you can assume that where there’s snow or ultracold temperatures, the outdoor tables will move indoors for a while each year.) If you can’t call first, be sure to ask a server or the manager for permission before you sit down with your sidekick. Remember, it’s the restaurant proprietor, not you, who will be in trouble if someone complains to the health department.


Some basic rules of restaurant etiquette: Dogs shouldn’t beg from other diners, no matter how delicious their steaks look. They should not attempt to get their snouts (or their entire bodies) up on the table. They should be clean, quiet, and as unobtrusive as possible. If your dog leaves a good impression with the management and other customers, it will help pave the way for all the other dogs who want to dine alongside their best friends in the future.


One day, well-behaved California dogs may find themselves treated much like their European counterparts. A couple of restaurants in upscale hotels here have already figured out a way around the no-dogs-inside law. They simply set up tables in the hotel lobby, just outside the official restaurant. People with dogs get table service as if they were in the restaurant itself, and everyone is happy. It’s a toe in the door, at least.


In our neighbor to the north, Oregon state lawmaker Brian Clem (D-Salem) has sponsored a bill that would allow well-behaved dogs inside restaurants that want to let them in. The bill hasn’t exactly been well received by state health officials, whom the Associated Press quoted as arguing that dogs are “quite naturally a vector for a variety of pathogens, including salmonella and campylobacter.” (Er, raw meat is a major vector for these organisms, and I don’t see health officials running to ban this in restaurants. Health officials I’ve talked with said it would be “extremely difficult” to get these germs from a dog.) If Clem’s bill makes it one day, it could lead the way to the Europeanization of restaurants. Until then (and don’t hold your breath) enjoy all the dog-friendly alfresco eateries the Golden State offers.


A Room at the Inn


Good dogs make great hotel guests. They don’t steal towels, and they don’t get drunk and keep the neighbors up all night. California is full of lodgings whose owners welcome dogs. This book lists dog-friendly accommodations of all types, from motels to bed-and-breakfast inns to elegant hotels—but the basic dog etiquette rules are the same everywhere.


Dogs should never be left alone in your room. Leaving a dog alone in a strange place invites serious trouble. Scared, nervous dogs may tear apart drapes, carpeting, and furniture. They may even injure themselves. They might also bark nonstop and scare the daylights out of the housekeeper. Just don’t do it.


Only bring a house-trained dog to a lodging. How would you like a houseguest to go to the bathroom in the middle of your bedroom?


Make sure your pooch is flea-free. Otherwise, future guests will be itching to leave.


It helps to bring your dog’s bed or blanket along for the night. Your dog will feel more at home and won’t be tempted to jump on the hotel bed. If your dog sleeps on the bed with you at home (as 47 percent do, according to the American Animal Hospital Association survey), bring a sheet and put it on top of the bed so the hotel’s bedspread won’t get furry or dirty.


Don’t wash your dog in the hotel tub. “It’s very yucky,” I was told by one motel manager who has seen so many furry tubs that she’s thinking about banning dogs.


Likewise, refrain from using the ice bucket as a water or food bowl. Bring your own bowls, or stay in a hotel that provides them, as many of the nicer ones do these days.


After a few days in a hotel, some dogs come to think of it as home. They get territorial. When another hotel guest walks by, it’s “Bark! Bark!” When the housekeeper knocks, it’s “Bark! Snarl! Bark! Gnash!” Keep your dog quiet, or you’ll both find yourselves looking for a new home away from home.


For some strange reason, many lodgings prefer small dogs as guests. All I can say is, “Yip! Yap!” It’s really ridiculous. Large dogs are often much calmer and quieter than their tiny, high-energy cousins.


If you’re in a location where you can’t find a hotel that will accept you and your big brute (a growing rarity these days), it’s time to try a sell job. Let the manager know how good and quiet your dog is (if he is). Promise he won’t eat the bathtub or run around and shake all over the hotel. Offer a deposit or sign a waiver, even if they’re not required for small dogs. It helps if your sweet, soppy-eyed dog is at your side to convince the decision-maker.


In the early days of my exploring California with dogs, I sometimes had to sneak dogs into hotels because so few allowed them. I don’t recommend it. A lodging might have a good reason for its rules. Besides, you always feel as if you’re going to be caught and thrown out on your hindquarters. You race in and out of your room with your dog as if ducking sniper fire. It’s better to avoid feeling like a criminal and move on to a more dog-friendly location. With the numbers of lodgings that welcome dogs these days, you won’t have to go far.


The lodgings described in this book are for dogs who obey all the rules. I list a range of rates for each lodging, from the least expensive room during low season to the priciest room during high season. Most of the rooms are doubles, so there’s not usually a huge variation. But when a room price gets into the thousands of dollars, you know we’re looking at royal suites.


Many lodgings charge extra for your dog. If you see “Dogs are $10 (or whatever amount) extra,” that means $10 extra per night. Some charge a fee for the length of a dog’s stay, and others ask for a deposit. These details are also noted in the lodging description. A few places still ask for nothing more than your dog’s promise that she’ll be on her best behavior. So, if no extra charge is mentioned in a listing, it means your dog can stay with you for free.


A final note. You may be tempted to make your reservations with one of the popular discount reservation websites like Expedia or Travelocity. But if you’re traveling with a dog, you need to make your reservations directly with hotels so they will know ahead of time that you’re bringing a pooch. Too many people have made the mistake of reserving without mention of a dog, arrived at the hotel, and found out there was no room at the inn for a dog. It would be great if in the future, dogs were taken into account on these sites so you could get their deep discounts. In fact, since most hotel sites don’t have an online reservation option to indicate dog guests, your best bet is to phone the hotel directly to make your rezzies. You don’t want to be expecting a night at the top of the Ritz and end up spending the night in the back of a Toyota.


Ruffing It Together


Whenever we go camping, big Jake insists on sleeping in the tent. He gets in before we do, sprawls out and doesn’t budge until morning. The dog of our camping buddies keeps guard over their tent nearby while Jake dreams sweet doggy dreams about his cozy chair at home.


It may not be the most macho place to be, but Jake has the right idea. Your tent or vehicle is the safest place for a dog at night. Some experts say it’s dangerous to leave even a tethered dog outside your tent at night. The dog can escape or become a late dinner for some hungry creature.


All state parks require dogs to be kept in a tent or vehicle at night. Some county parks follow suit. Other policies are more lenient. Use good judgment.


If you’re camping with your dog, chances are you’re also hiking with him. Even if you’re not hiking for long, watch out for your dog’s paws, especially those who are fair of foot. Rough terrain can cause a dog’s pads to become raw and painful, making it almost impossible for him to walk. Several types of dog boots are available for such feet. It’s easier to carry the booties than to carry your dog home.


Be sure to bring plenty of water for you and your pooch. Stop frequently to wet your whistles. Some veterinarians warn against letting your dog drink out of a stream because of the chance of ingesting giardia and other internal parasites, but it’s not always easy to stop a thirsty dog.
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A Dog in Need


If you don’t have a dog but could provide a good home for one, or if you have a dog but you’re thinking of getting another, I’d like to make a plea on behalf of all the unwanted dogs who will be euthanized today—and tomorrow, and the day after that, and the day after that. Animal shelters are overflowing with dogs who would devote their lives to being your best buddy, your faithful traveling companion, and a dedicated listener to all your tales of bliss and woe.


If you can’t adopt a dog, consider fostering one. Most shelters and rescue groups are in great need of people who can foster dogs until the dog is adopted, or ready for adoption. (Beware, fostering is how we originally got hold of Jake. You may not be able to say good-bye once you say hello.)


Fostering is free, fun, and fulfilling. Go ahead. Make a dog’s day—or life.


Keep in Touch


Our readers mean everything to us. We explore California so you and your dogs can spend true quality time together. Your input to this book is very important. In the last several years, we’ve heard from many wonderful dogs and their people about new dog-friendly places or old dog-friendly places we didn’t know about. If you have any suggestions or insights to offer, please contact us using the information listed in the front of this book, or better yet, via my website, www.caldogtravel.com. If your tip pans out and becomes a listing, we’ll try to give you and/or your dog credit in the next edition.
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CHAPTER 1


Del Norte County


Smith River


Crescent City


Klamath


Don’t call this beautiful coastal redwood empire “Del Nort-ay” County, as many Californians do because of all the Spanish influence in this state. It’s as much of a giveaway that you’re from out of town as pronouncing the next state north “Or-ih-gohn” instead of “Or-ih-ghin.” Pronounce this county “Del Nort,” even if it reminds you of something Ralph Kramden would say.


If you want a real coastal getaway, you couldn’t ask for a more beautiful, remote area. Part of the reason so few Californians know the local pronunciation of this county is because it’s so out of the way that we don’t often hear about the place.


As one of the state’s best-kept secrets, it’s a gem for people vacationing with a dog. While there are plenty of leash laws, there are also many places where civilization hasn’t yet encroached sufficiently to make leashes a mandatory part of a dog’s attire. The 305,000-acre Smith River National Recreation Area in the Six Rivers National Forest makes up the majority of this county and allows dogs off leash everywhere except in campgrounds!
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PICK OF THE LITTER—DEL NORTE COUNTY


BEST WILD AREA


Six Rivers National Forest


BEST KITSCHY ATTRACTION


Trees of Mystery, Crescent City/Klamath





The climate in Del Norte County is very mild, with coastal temperatures generally ranging 65–75°F. That’s good news for dogs who don’t like temperature extremes. But this region is also known for its rain. One hundred inches a year here is common, making outdoor cafés almost nonexistent. The forests here are actually rainforests. They’re lush and verdant. They’re also often wet. Some dogs and people prefer this to the desert scenarios in other parts of the state. With a slicker, a dog towel, and a love of the outdoors, you and your dog could be very happy here. (While here, be sure to catch up with Paul Bunyan and ride a gondola 571 feet up a mountain—with your dog! See the Diversion Have a Great Big Time.)


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the Six Rivers National Forest.


Six Rivers National Forest
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This county is green thanks in great part to the lush 305,000-acre Smith River National Recreation Area, which is part of Six Rivers National Forest. The U.S. Forest Service has been designated as the steward of this national recreation area, and that’s fantastic for dogs. The Wild and Scenic River, the 65 miles of trails, and the seven distinct plant communities can all be enjoyed by off-leash dogs, as long as they’re obedient.


Smith River


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Pelican State Beach
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It’s only five acres, but that’s plenty of running room for a dog who’s been cooped up in the car all day. Pelican State Beach is actually a few miles northwest of Smith River, the closest California city to the Oregon border. It seems to be a popular stop for folks who’ve just come from or are about to visit our northern neighbor. Dogs are supposed to be leashed, but they love sniffing around the beach for the driftwood that’s so plentiful here.


The beach is just west of U.S. 101, five miles south of the Oregon border. 707/464-6101.


[image: image] Mouth of the Smith


[image: image][image: image][image: image][image: image] (See Del Norte County map)


This beautiful park, right on the mouth of the Smith River, is part of the state’s Wild and Scenic River system. It’s a great place to relax on the pebbly beach and take in the sights, or walk to Pyramid Point and do a little bird-watching with your leashed dog. It’s also a popular backdrop for photographs. If your dog wants to be in pictures, this might be the place to snap away.


The park is at the end of Smith River Road. 707/464-7230.


PLACES TO STAY


Ship Ashore Best Western: If yours is a teeny-weeny dog, she can stay here with you. The weight limit for pets is 10 pounds. Fortunately, there is no weight limit for human guests. But in case you need the exercise, there’s a pooch path on the premises. Rates are $54–140. 12370 U.S. 101 North 95567; 707/487-3141 or 800/487-3141.


Crescent City


This 1.25-square-mile coastal city was devastated by a giant tsunami in 1964. A series of waves about 12 feet high rushed inland as far as 1,600 feet, destroying 29 downtown blocks and killing 11 people. The city has since rebuilt, and the beach the tsunami washed over is now awash with happy dogs. Although the city itself has no leash law, it follows the county’s leash law, so pooches must be appropriately attired.
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DIVERSION


Have a Great Big Time! A visit to the campy but fascinating Trees of Mystery between Crescent City and the next town along U.S. 101, Klamath, will be a visit you and your canine buddy will never forget. This is the most dog-friendly, fun roadside attraction we’ve ever come across.


From the moment you step out of your car, your kitschy adventure begins. A 50-foot-tall statue of Paul Bunyan greets patrons in the parking lot. He really talks to you. He’ll greet your dog by name, too. This literally scares the pee out of a few dogs, but usually dogs just look at the giant wooden man as if he’s just a big weird tree with a voice—and what’s so unusual about that?


When you pay your admission fee, you’ll have access to a nature trail that takes you through some of the world’s oldest and largest trees. But these are no ordinary trees! These are the Trees of Mystery. We won’t ruin the many surprises that await you, but let’s just say you’ll definitely want a camera with a wide-angle lens. Boy dogs are especially fond of the trees here.


You can also go on a terrific 10-minute gondola ride 571 feet up the mountain. Although the altitude at the top is only 742 feet, you get a stunning view of the Pacific on one side and mountains on the other. You can sniff around once you disembark at the top and either ride or walk back down. (Those afraid of heights might want to walk.) The rides are included in your entry fee, and you can go up and down as many times as you want.


Our dog friend Fergus wasn’t into the views up there but was very interested in the Trees of Mystery gift store. The people who work here adore dogs. Four Great Pyrenees pooches strolled in one day and “we just about went crazy over them,” says Joan, one of the doglovers who works here. “They better be prepared to spend extra time here getting lots of love.” Not only do they get love, but they also get a free dog biscuit. Humans get a free sample of delectable fudge. (They make 30 pounds of the stuff here daily.) The gift shop is also the place where you can borrow a leash if your dog is normally the naked type.


And finally, your dog can join you at The End of the Trail Museum, which adjoins the gift shop. The fascinating museum houses one of the largest private collections of Native American artifacts in the United States. We applaud the museum for welcoming well-behaved dogs.


Admission to the museum is free. The entry fee to the Trees trails and gondola is $14 for adults, $11 for seniors, and $7 for children ages 4–10. Dogs get in free, as do kids under four. 15500 U.S. 101, Klamath; 707/482-2251 or 800/638-3389; www.treesofmystery.net.





PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Florence Keller Regional Park
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This 30-acre county park is one big redwood grove with space carved out for trails, playing fields, and playgrounds. It’s a good balance of wild and civilized, if you need that kind of balance. Dogs have to be leashed. There are no showers here, so bring extra deodorant, or all the dogs in camp may follow you home. Camping at any of the 50 sites costs $10 a night.


Exit U.S. 101 at Cunningham Lane and follow the signs to the park. 707/464-7230.


[image: image] Beachfront Park
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Pooches are supposed to be leashed at this often-empty 80-acre beach/grassy park, but that doesn’t stop them from having a ball here. They run and roll and do some mighty fine beachcombing. They stretch out beside their people in the charming gazebo, and they even manage to do the dog paddle when the surf is down. (Watch out for Elk Creek, which empties into the harbor here. Occasionally it can be too swift for even the strongest canine swimmer.)


If dogs aren’t the only people in your life, this is an especially fun park to visit. Children can check out the playground, while anglers can make the acquaintance of fish at the 850-foot public fishing pier.


From U.S. 101, go west on Front Street. The park is at Front Street between B and F Streets. 707/464-9507.


PLACES TO EAT


Beacon Burger: This place truly is a beacon for dogs and their people. People often place food orders for their dogs, who get a big bowl of water if they’re thirsty. If you want to make your dog very happy, try the namesake burger, which is a half-pounder with bacon and cheese. The view from the outdoor tables is terrific. 160 Anchor Way; 707/464-6565.


PLACES TO STAY


Best Value Inn: Good news for some dogs: No cats allowed! Bad news for some dogs: No cats allowed. They prefer dogs up to 40 pounds here. Rates are $50–115. Dogs are $10 extra. 440 U.S. 101 North 95531; 707/464-4141.


Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park: Dogs aren’t allowed on the trails here, but they can sleep in one of the 245 campsites under a grove of redwoods. Rates are $35. The campground is about 10 miles southeast of Crescent City, just off U.S. 101. For park info, phone 707/464-6101. For reservations, call 800/444-7275 or go to www.reserveamerica.com.


Gardenia Motel: This is your typical decent little motel. Rates are $55–70. Dogs are $5 extra. 119 L Street 95531; 707/464-2181.


Klamath


If you and your dog are sniffing out the marvelous Trees of Mystery (see the Diversion Have a Great Big Time!) and need a place to spend the night, Klamath offers a couple of good lodging choices.


PLACES TO STAY


Camp Marigold Garden Cottages: The cottages here were built in 1939 and are rustic, but not too much so: A poodle friend gives it two paws up. Camp Marigold’s cottages are set on four acres of grass and gardens, but it’s the cottages’ proximity to the Six Rivers National Forest that’s the biggest hit with dogs. The place backs up right to the national forest, with plenty of excellent hiking trails to explore together.


Rates are $55–95. 16101 U.S. 101 95548; 707/482-3585 or 800/621-8513.


Motel Trees: If the talking Paul Bunyan at the Trees of Mystery made your dog’s hair stand on end, you might want to choose another lodging: Motel Trees is directly opposite the Trees of Mystery, and there’s no escaping the scary giant man. Most dogs do just fine here and enjoy being able to look at the Trees of Mystery from their motel window. Rates are $59–129. “Smallish” dogs are $10 extra. “Big or hairy dogs, or big hairy dogs” are $20 extra. 15495 U.S. 101 North 95548; 707/482-3152.
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CHAPTER 2


Siskiyou County


Dorris


Yreka


Mount Shasta


Dunsmuir


The visual highlight of Siskiyou County is towering Mt. Shasta, but there’s so much beauty here that almost anywhere you go, something’s bound to impress your senses. Two national forests make up a big part of the large county. As you travel on Highway 96, you’ll find dozens of places to pull off and explore the Klamath River in the Klamath National Forest. If you stop at a wide river access point that’s far from the road, your dog can trot around off leash while you fish or soak your weary legs. Be careful, though—the current can really rip in some spots.


Two unique places to spend the night and have howling good views of Mt. Shasta are former fire lookouts in the Shasta-Trinity National Forest. (See Girard Ridge Lookout in the Dunsmuir section.) The price is right and the experience is one you and your dog won’t soon forget. (Plus you get to bond, because, like your dog, you also must go outside when you have to go to the bathroom. At least you’ll have an outhouse.)


On a sad note, it looks like the wonderful and super-dog-friendly Yreka Western Railroad Blue Goose Steam Excursion may have had its final tourist excursion, thanks to a number of complicated factors. But hope springs eternal, and if you like riding the rails with your dog, I’d advise checking for updates on the railroad’s website: http://yrekawesternrr.com. There’s a small chance it might steam through here once again, and you won’t want to miss it.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—SISKIYOU COUNTY


BEST FRESH DRINKING WATER


City Park, Mount Shasta


BEST HIGH-ALTITUDE DIGS


Girard Ridge Lookout, Dunsmuir


BEST CHOO CHOO FOR POOCHOOS


Railroad Park Resort/Caboose Motel, Dunsmuir





NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the national forests listed below.


Klamath National Forest
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Shasta-Trinity National Forest
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Dorris


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Lower Klamath National Wildlife Refuge
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This 54,000-acre waterfowl haven is home to what may be the largest wintering concentration of bald eagles in the lower 48 states. Dogs are allowed off leash only if they’re helping you during waterfowl and pheasant hunting seasons. Otherwise, they have to be leashed at all times to protect this important nesting and migration area.
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Lower Klamath Lake and the surrounding marshy area and uplands are a bird-watcher’s paradise. During summer you’ll see avocets, grebes, herons, white pelicans, black-necked stilts, and killdeers. Nearly one million waterfowl use this and nearby Tule Lake during fall migration. Keep those binoculars peeled.


The refuge has many entrances. From U.S. 97 at the Oregon border, head east on Highway 161. The refuge’s entrances will be on your right in a few miles. Call 530/667-2231 for information and directions to other areas of the refuge.


Yreka


Yreka, Eureka, Ukiah, Arcata. Traveling in Northern California can be confusing, with cities whose names sound like bad Scrabble hands. But here’s an easy way to have Yreka (why-REE-kuh) stick out in your mind: When you’re here, just look south. See spectacular, snowy Mt. Shasta in the distance? Yreka is an Indian word for White Mountain. The “Y” in Yreka sounds sort of like the “white” in white mountain. Got it?


This is the county seat of Siskiyou County, and it’s an attractive, historic place on the eastern edge of a huge section of the Klamath National Forest. Dogs prefer to run around unleashed in the forest, but there’s a city park in town where they can enjoy a more civilized walk.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Miner Park
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This small city park is conveniently located near the historic district of Yreka. Dogs like it just fine, as long as they don’t mind a leash. The grass is green and the shade trees are big. There’s also a playground and a ball field so the kids can work off their energy while the dog explores.


From Highway 3, drive west about six blocks on West Miner Street. The park is on your left, at Gold and West Miner Streets. 530/841-2386.


PLACES TO STAY


Economy Inn: There’s plenty of land around here for a little romping with your pooch. Rates are $53–58. Dogs are $8–15 extra, depending on their size. 526 South Main Street 96097; 530/842-4404.


Rodeway Inn: This bright inn has interesting knotty pine furniture. Rates are $43–80. Dogs are $5 extra. 1235 South Main Street 96097; 530/842-4412.


Mount Shasta


This small town sits under the watchful eye of the mighty mountain that goes by the same name. It can provide a quick highway rest stop for the weary or an enchanting place to unwind for days. Some who have come for a few days end up spending the rest of their lives here. Mount Shasta has the best of all worlds—it’s remote and wildly natural, yet civilized to the point of being the area’s cultural hub. Even dogs like the combination.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] City Park
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We have to stop here every time we pass Mt. Shasta. We bring a couple of empty water bottles and a big thirst, since this fairly small city park is actually home to the headwaters of the Sacramento River. The crystal-clear, cold water comes bubbling down the rocks of a couple of small streams that become the Sacramento. It’s the best water we’ve ever tasted, and it’s free! There are no rules yet on how much water people can take, but there may be in the future if people abuse the privilege. Don’t be a glutton and you’ll be dipping your cup into eternity.


Dogs have to be leashed at this shady park, but they don’t seem to mind. This is a relaxing place, where you have the chance to sit under a tree in a green meadow or under the gazebo and tune out the world for a while. Bring a picnic and toast your favorite dog with your favorite water at one of the riverside picnic tables. If your dog needs to stretch his legs more, there’s a wide trail that starts in the area behind the stream. But do keep him out of the water. Dog hair doesn’t go well with bottled water.


From I-5, take the Mount Shasta Boulevard exit and head southeast. Turn right within a half mile at Nixon Road and bear right into the park. 530/926-2494.


[image: image] Lake Siskiyou
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This man-made reservoir, created solely for recreational use, sits in the morning shadow of awesome Mt. Shasta. Trout fishing is one of the big draws—the lake is stocked with 20,000 trout each year! But you can also have a great vacation just camping and hiking in the area surrounding this 437-acre lake. Leashed dogs may go pretty much everywhere except the swimming beach and the picnic area.


Several trails wind through the ponderosa pines and cedars that encircle much of the lake. You can actually leave the campground and walk around the entire lake with your dog, as long as you don’t mind hoofing it across a small section of the Sacramento River.


The day-use fee is $1 per human, but since dogs have to stay out of the water and away from the picnic tables, rangers tend to discourage day use with doggies. Too many people have left dogs in cars on warm days. Rangers here are so adamantly against people leaving dogs in their cars during the day that they’ll flat out turn you back if they catch you. It’s a good, lifesaving policy. Dogs don’t pay anything during the day, but it costs $2 extra per night if your dog camps with you. There are 367 sites with fees ranging $20–29. From I-5, take the Central Mount Shasta exit, turn left at the stop sign, and follow the signs west on W. A. Barr Road to the lake. 530/926-2610; www.lakesis.com.
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PLACES TO STAY


Dream Inn Bed and Breakfast: You and your dog have a choice of rooms in two very different houses when you stay here: a 1904 Victorian home or 1938 Spanish-style home. The Victorian home frightens Jake the Dog with all its breakable old lamps, plates, glassware, and frilly doodads. (Less waggy and klutzy dogs will do fine here.) Dogs of Jake’s ilk might feel more comfortable in the Spanish-style home, just next door. It’s got a kind of Spanish/American West/1970s thing going on, without all the antiques and breakables. The homes are surrounded by 176 rose bushes, myriad flower beds, and even a couple of big apple trees. If you’re lucky, you’ll be greeted by Noel, a sweet 14-year-old black Lab with a very graying head. (In the last edition, it was just his chin that was gray.) Rates are $80–160. 326 Chestnut Street 96067; 530/926-1536 or 877/375-4744; www.dreaminnmtshastacity.com.


Mount Shasta Ranch Bed and Breakfast: A stay at this elegant two-story ranch house puts you up close and personal with Mt. Shasta. This historic inn offers spacious suites, a quaint vacation cottage, a large fireplace, an outdoor spa, and a tasty country-style breakfast. Dogs will enjoy the good dog-walking trails nearby. Your dog’s requirement: He has to be flea-free to stay. Rooms are furnished with Oriental rugs and antiques, and a flea infestation would not be a good thing. And even squeaky-clean dogs are not allowed on the beds, so be sure to bring a bed your dog can call her own. Rates are $70–125. Dogs are $10 extra for the length of their stay. 1008 W. A. Barr Road 96067; 530/926-3870; www.stayinshasta.com.


Swiss Holiday Lodge: Sleep here and watch the sun rise on Mt. Shasta right from your window kind of cute but basic motel window. Rates are $55–75. Dogs are $10 extra. 2400 South Mount Shasta Boulevard 96067; 530/926-3448; www.swissholidaylodge.com.


Tree House Best Western: There’s no tree house here, but at least some of the rooms have views of Mt. Shasta. Rates are $99–199. Dogs are $15 extra. 111 Morgan Way 96067; 530/926-3101.


Woodsman Hotel & Lodge: If you don’t mind a lobby filled with taxidermed animals (and a nice fireplace), you’ll feel right at home in this cozy lodge. It’s a mix of funky and semi-lux, with an uber-basic continental breakfast, basic rooms, but down duvets and powerful showers. If your dog likes a little grass and big evergreens around his lodgings, he’ll enjoy a night or two here. Rates are $99–369. Dogs are $20 extra. 1121 South Mount Shasta Boulevard 96067; 530/926-3411; www.woodsmanhotel.com.


Dunsmuir


When I first visited this old town on the Sacramento River, it was July of 1991 and I was covering the toxic metal sodium spill that wiped out river life and made residents ill. The sign at the town’s entrance, Dunsmuir—Home of the Best Water on Earth, was nothing but a sad irony and a good line for an article.


But these days, the river is clean and burgeoning with life again. The sign at the town’s entrance is no longer incongruous. Check out the crystal-clear water from City Park while you and your leashed dog picnic along the river. It’s so nice not to have bright green clouds of toxic pesticides floating by while you’re trying to eat.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] City Park
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This is not your typical, well-groomed city park. It’s wild, woodsy, and full of trails winding up and down hills surrounding the Sacramento River. It’s almost completely shaded here, keeping it cool during all but the hottest days of summer. If it’s a particularly sticky day, you and your panting pooch can dip your toes in the always-cool river. If your dog is a landlubber like Joe was, he may want to hang out near the shaded picnic tables, so be sure to pack a little snack.


Take the Central Dunsmuir exit off I-5 and go north on Dunsmuir Avenue. The park will be on your left. 530/235-4740.


PLACES TO EAT


Café Maddalena: The best way to characterize the cuisine at this upscale-yet-casual restaurant in the heart of Dunsmuir’s historic district is Italian/Spanish/North African/Southern French. Actually, the best way to describe it takes only one word: delicious. If you’ve got a vegetarian in you just hankering to come out, this is a good place to start. Try the butternut squash risotto or the spiced lentils with roasted veggies. If meat is your dish, Jake the Dog swears by the café’s rib eye steak with shallot butter. Actually, he swears at it, because anytime a waiter brings one to the outdoor eating area, it’s never for our table. Don’t come drooling by for lunch. It’s dinner only, and only Thursday through Sunday. 5801 Sacramento Avenue; 530/235-2725.


Cornerstone Bakery and Cafe: Everything here is made fresh. Enjoy the veggie focaccia bread or a roasted turkey breast sandwich at the umbrella-topped tables outside. 5759 Dunsmuir Avenue; 530/235-4677.
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PLACES TO STAY


Dunsmuir Lodge: Guests—both canine and human—are warmly welcome at this immaculate motel. As owners John, Donna, and Eric say, “Once a guest, always a friend.” You and your dog are free to enjoy the designated areas of the four acres of meadow and lawn here. Big trees are plentiful here, which is nice for dogs of the male persuasion. The location provides great views of the nearby forest and canyon area. And if you’re fishing, the motel has a fish-cleaning station, plus barbecues for those fresh river trout or the burgers you brought along as backup.


Girard Ridge Lookout: You and your dog may have stayed at fancy hotels, rustic cabins, and cute inns, but you’ve probably never seen a lodging quite like this. Imagine sleeping in a place that has only one room, and that room is perched on a 12-foot-tall base and is walled by glass, with crystal-clear views of Mt. Shasta and Castle Crags. There are no neighbors to keep you up at night, no managers watching over you to make sure your dog behaves himself. On the flipside, there are no bathrooms (just an outhouse), you have to bring your own sleeping bags, and you can’t head downstairs to an antique-festooned dining room for a piping hot breakfast in the morning.


But spending the night in a U.S. Forest Service lookout such as Girard Ridge is an experience not to be missed if you don’t mind roughing it a little. You bring everything you’d bring if you were going camping (except for the tent), but you’re protected from the elements, and you’ll have plenty of privacy at night.


At Girard Ridge, you get to drive right up to the lookout (as do other people, who will undoubtedly think you’re a fire-watch ranger and ask you how you get such a magnificent job), so there’s no lugging of equipment. But—joy of joys!—you’re in the middle of the Shasta-Trinity National Forest, and the Pacific Crest Trail runs right by here, so you and your dog can explore from dawn ‘til dusk.


The rate is $75. (Wow, the price has more than doubled since the last edition! I guess it’s in demand.) Girard Ridge is about 10 miles from Dunsmuir. Another lookout, Little Mt. Hoffman Lookout, is truly in the middle of nowhere, at an elevation of 7,000 feet, on the border of Siskiyou and Modoc counties. It has magnificent 360-degree views that include Mt. Shasta and Mt. Lassen. It’s so high on a peak that it doesn’t have to be on a man-made perch. The rate is also $75. Call 530/964-2184 to reserve either and get directions; www.recreation.gov.


Rates are $69–98. Dogs are $7.50 extra. 6604 Dunsmuir Avenue 96025; 530/235-2884 or 877/235-2884; www.dunsmuirlodge.net.


Railroad Park Resort/Caboose Motel: Stay here in a caboose that was once an important part of any of several major rail lines, including the Santa Fe. These restored caboose cars are intriguing places to hang your leash with your good dog, who is welcome as long as you call ahead and get the OK. The owners prefer dogs to bring their own beds. Humans get comfy beds and cushy armchairs. If you stay in the deluxe boxcar, you’ll get your own wet bar and your tub will have claw feet (dogs can relate). The rooms have no kitchens, but a terrific restaurant in the dining car makes up for this (no dogs in the restaurant, though). You can also stay at one of the resort’s four very cozy cabins or motel rooms. The grounds of the resort are like a park, with plenty of places to walk a dog, and killer views of the surrounding crags and mountains. Pooches have to stay off landscaped areas and out of the pool. Rates are $105–120. Dogs are $15 extra. 100 Railroad Park Road 96025; 530/235-4440; www.rrpark.com.
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CHAPTER 3


Modoc County


New Pine Creek


Alturas


Not too many people or dogs venture to the far northeast reaches of the state, but those who do find dog heaven. About 90 percent of this county is made up of Modoc National Forest and other public lands. That means years of off-leash walks for you and your pooch.


Many folks travel through here on U.S. 395 on the way from the Pacific Northwest to Reno. Alturas is a popular stopping point. But check out the numerous entrances to the eastern chunk of Modoc National Forest. Just north of Alturas you can follow Highway 299 east into the Cedar Mountain area, where there are a couple of primitive campgrounds. Closer to the town of Likely, you can head east and enter the South Warner Wilderness for access to numerous lakes, streams, and trails.


Alturas, the county seat and the only town of notable size, has a population of 3,000. That should tell you all you need to know about this get-away-from-it-all county.


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the Modoc National Forest.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—MODOC COUNTY


BEST PEACEFUL LAKES


Cave Lake/Lily Lake, New Pine Creek





Modoc National Forest
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The South Warner Wilderness, about 14 miles east of the town of Likely in the Modoc National Forest, is a serene place to visit. Clear little lakes abound, as do the creeks that feed them.


New Pine Creek


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Cave Lake/Lily Lake
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You can’t get much more remote than this in California. These small, trout-filled lakes are on the Oregon border, and it takes a six-mile drive up a fairly steep gravel road to get there. You probably won’t find any people here, but you’ll find all the peace you need. The world is truly hushed at this 6,600-foot elevation.


Dogs love it because they’re allowed to hike leash-free. The campground at Cave Lake has six sites, each available on a first-come, first-served basis. Leash your dog if anyone else is camping here. The campground is free and is open July–October.


From U.S. 395 in New Pine Creek, take unpaved Forest Service Road 2 east about six long, uphill miles. The campsites are just after the Lily Lake picnic area. 530/233-5811.


Alturas


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Modoc National Wildlife Refuge
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The only dogs allowed off leash here are bird hunters, and only during the appropriate seasons. Otherwise, dogs have to wear leashes in the Dorris Reservoir area of the refuge. Sections of the reservoir are closed during nesting season, but you can usually take your leashed dog on a hike on the horse trail that goes across the top of the dam and down to the surrounding land. The bird-watching is excellent in the late fall and early winter. Bring your binoculars and get up close and personal with tundra swans, Canada geese, and cinnamon teal. Earthbound residents include coyotes, antelope, and rabbits. It’s hard to hold binoculars while your dog is tugging at the leash, but make sure your pooch doesn’t get away.


From Alturas, drive about three miles east on Parker Creek Road. Call 530/233-3572 for dates and restrictions.
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[image: image] Veteran’s Memorial Park
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About the size of a city block, this park is chock-full of trees on one side and covered with grass on the other. Picnic tables dot the grounds. This is a good place to bring your lunch so you can break bread with your pooch. Dogs must be leashed.


The park is on County Road 56 and U.S. 395. 530/233-6403.


PLACES TO EAT


The Munch Box: Eat decent lunch grub with your pooch at any of the five outdoor iron tables here. 431 Highway 395 North (Lakeview Highway); 530/233-2426.


PLACES TO STAY


Best Western Trailside Inn: Rates are $77–110. Dogs are $10 extra, and there’s a limit of one dog per room. 343 North Main Street 96101; 530/233-4111.


Essex Motel: You and your dog will feel right at home here, because the owner loves dogs. “We’re very pet friendly,” he says. Rates are $59–65. Dogs are $10 extra. 1216 North Main Street 96101; 530/233-2821.


Frontier Motel: There’s a big backyard behind the motel, and good dogs are allowed to check it out. Rates are $40–49. Dogs are $5 extra. 1033 North Main Street 96101; 530/233-3383.


Rim Rock Motel: This one’s surrounded by cattle property, which will make your dog’s nose very happy, depending on which way the wind blows. Rates are $50–54. Small dogs are preferred, “but it’s not written in stone” says a front-desk rep. Dogs are $10 extra. 395 Lake View Road 96101; 530/233-2428.
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CHAPTER 4


Humboldt County


Trinidad


Arcata


Eureka


Ferndale


Redcrest


Petrolia


Miranda


Shelter Cove


Garberville


Bigfoot. Giant redwoods. Fog. Off-leash beaches. Humboldt County is home to many of the magical, mythical wonders of Northern California. Dogs love them all, with the possible exception of Bigfoot. Jake, however, would undoubtedly adore getting a whiff of the enormous hairy creature’s reputedly rotten body odor, but so far, the only big, smelly, hairy creature he’s seen up this way has been in a mirror.


The coast here is one of the best in the state, as far as dogs are concerned. A few beaches and one 62,000-acre coastal park allow your dog to strip and go leashless. (Many of the county beaches are leashes-optional, but the rules are complex and vary by beach; don’t assume that when you see a county beach you can let your dog run free.)


Sun worshipers won’t share a dog’s excitement about the coast. If fog is a four-letter word to you, try another county, or at least drive inland a bit. The fog can be so thick in Arcata that you’ll have a hard time seeing your dog on the beach. But then as you drive east on mountainous Highway 299, the fog gives way a little at a time. As you reach higher elevations, white mist swirls around the taller trees, and on the way downhill on the other side, it’s suddenly gone. You’re free to frolic in the sun, but your beaches will be far behind.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—HUMBOLDT COUNTY


BEST BEACHES


Mad River County Park, Arcata


Samoa Dunes Recreation Area, Eureka


BEST SWEEPING COASTAL PARK


King Range National Conservation Area, Shelter Cove


BEST GIANT TREES


Shrine Drive-Thru Tree, Myers Flat





No visit to Humboldt County is complete without a drive down the Avenue of the Giants. This world-famous 31-mile scenic drive between Redway and Pepperwood will take you past some of the biggest and most magnificent redwoods in the world. Just about all the adjectives for “really old” have been used to name the giants in this area. You can visit the Grandfather Tree, the Eternal Tree, and the Immortal Tree, to name a few of the elderly stars appearing on The Strip.


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the national forests listed below.


Shasta-Trinity National Forest
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Six Rivers National Forest
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Trinidad


This small coastal town, complete with its own white lighthouse and rocky outcroppings, is like a Mendocino that hasn’t been taken over by tourists and artists. Visit before your dog spreads the word about this well-kept secret spot.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Moonstone Beach
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Well-behaved dogs can throw their leashes to the wind when they visit this popular county-run beach. Jake loves the surf here (as do the many surfers who were riding the waves when we visited). But wannabe water dogs can also enjoy Moonstone Beach’s wet stuff: Creek waters flow out to sea, making a decent swimming hole for more landlubbing breeds. We’ve seen dogs who were petrified of swimming in the ocean delight in splashing through the calm waters of the creek.


On sunny days, this is one of the more popular beaches in the area, so if your pooch has a proclivity toward poaching picnics, chasing horses, or sniffing toddlers’ diapers, you may want to try a more isolated beach. Note that between March 1 and September 15, dogs must be on leash from the parking area to the high-tide line, because this is a prime nesting ground of the snowy plover. (A big thanks to Woody and Katy Dog, and their human, Debra Roby, for helping us sniff out this gem.)


From Trinidad’s Main Street, turn left on Scenic Road and follow it to Moonstone Beach Road, which will take you to the beach’s free parking lot. 707/445-7651.


PLACES TO STAY


Bishop Pine Lodge: Most of the rustic, wood-paneled cottages here have kitchens, but does your dog care? Not unless you happen to be cooking a burger with his name on it. Dogs care much more about what’s outside the cozy cabins at this very dog-friendly lodge. And what’s outside is sure to put a smile on even the most somber snout. The lodge is on five acres of tree-studded land, which you’re welcome to use as long as your dog is leashed and you clean up after him. The owner is so tired of off-leash dogs whose poop is left hither and thither that he’s considering not allowing dogs anymore, so let’s not let that happen. Rates are $110–195. Dogs are $20 extra. 1481 Patrick’s Point 95570; 707/677-3314; www.bishoppinelodge.com.


Trinidad Inn: At this small, pleasant motel, you and your dog can walk right outside your door and find a trail leading to the woods nearby. But don’t expect to walk to the beach; there are some mighty big cliffs around here. Rates are $75–175. Dogs are each $10 extra. 1170 Patrick’s Point 95570; 707/677-3349; www.trinidadinn.com.


Arcata


For a university town, Arcata is a mellow place. But dogs who want to have a wild time have ample opportunity. Although canines are not permitted in the lush green park in the old town square, they’re allowed off leash at a couple of really prime areas, and on leash in a few more magical spots. For added dog pleasure, it’s usually cool and foggy here, so it’s a wonderful place to visit when the rest of the state is broiling.
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PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Clam Beach County Park
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The winds of leash-law change have settled down a bit, and dogs are still permitted off-leash here but with a big restriction: They can be leash-free only on the “wave slope” area. This is the area wetted by the last high tide. In other words, you’re up a creek if you come at high tide. If you want to visit and walk on the biggest swatch of sand possible, get yourself a tidebook for the area and look for a major high tide and a major low tide on the same day. Get here at low tide on one of those days, and the beach is your oyster!


Speaking of mollusks, Clam Beach is a good clamming area, as even your dog might have guessed from the park’s name. Some dogs like to help you dig for your bivalve supper, which you can cook at the campground here. (Note that between March 1 and September 15, dogs must be on leash from the parking/camping area to the high-tide line, because this area is a prime nesting ground of the snowy plover.) There are 25 tent sites in sand dunes, available on a first-come, first-served basis. Sites are $12. Dogs are $1 extra.


From U.S. 101, about seven miles north of Arcata, take the Clam Beach Park exit west a couple of miles. 707/445-7651.


[image: image] Mad River County Park
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As you drive to this park past old barns and huge green fields full of grazing cows, you’ll feel as though you’re in the English countryside, especially if it’s foggy. Dogs are delirious about the rural five-mile drive from Arcata.


Better yet is that once you get to this magnificent beach, leashes are no longer the law for dogs under voice control! The beach is wide, long, and desolate. Beachcombing is fun, and there’s plenty of driftwood to keep your dog intrigued. The only other people we’ve ever seen here have been old men with metal detectors, hippies who sometimes spend the night, and dedicated dog owners willing to make the labyrinthine drive from town. Here, unlike Clam Beach, dogs aren’t relegated to a narrow strip of beach. (However, between March 1 and September 15, dogs must be on leash from the parking area to the high-tide line, because that’s a prime nesting ground of the snowy plover.)


From U.S. 101, exit west on Giuntoli Lane and go right almost immediately onto Heindon Road. Follow the signs to the park. On the way, you’ll pass one end of the Hammond Trail, a scenic hiking/biking coastal trail between Arcata and McKinleyville. It’s an invigorating walk. Once at the Mad River, you’ll see a sign leading you to the right for fishing access. That’s where you can launch your boat on the river, but chances are your dog would prefer to run on the beach, so keep going straight until you hit the small parking lot at the end of the road. 707/445-7651.


[image: image] Arcata Community Forest/Redwood Park
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Just a couple of minutes away from the quaint old downtown area of Arcata, this 620-acre park offers 17 trails with 10 miles of hiking for you and your leashed dog. Mornings are enchanting here. Songbirds come to life, and the earth and the redwoods smell fresh in the damp, foggy air.


From U.S. 101, exit at Samoa Boulevard and drive east. At Union Street, go north a few blocks and make a right onto 14th Street. Drive into the forest and park in the large lot. Several trailheads start here. 707/822-7091.


[image: image] Arcata Marsh and Wildlife Sanctuary
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Formerly a sanitary landfill, this 154-acre model restoration project has three freshwater marshes, a brackish lake, and one saltwater marsh. Together, they attract about 200 species of birds, as well as critters such as river otters and muskrats. To add to your dog’s joy, treated wastewater helps in wetlands restoration here.


Dogs must be leashed, for obvious reasons. Bird-watchers come from all over the state to view a vast array of fine-feathered friends, including Iceland gulls, old-squaws, bald eagles, and endangered brown pelicans. Despite Joe’s exemplary behavior on his last visit, he got the evil eye from a couple of people who were chirping to some birds hidden in a tree. I found that walking around with binoculars helps these avid folks realize you’re just like them, except you have a dog who wants to share in the wonders of our winged friends. If you’ve got a yapper dog, take him somewhere else.
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Exit U.S. 101 at Samoa Boulevard and drive west, following the coastal access signs. Turn left on I Street and drive about a mile. The parking lot is on your right. Once in the marsh area, bear right at the wood-chip trail for the best walk possible. You can get a map and guide to the area by calling 707/822-7091.


PLACES TO EAT


Hole in the Wall: This is a popular pooch hangout. Dogs enjoy intermingling and catching sandwich crusts in the semi-enclosed outdoor area. 590 G Street; 707/822-7407.


Los Bagels: We like grabbing a bagel here before we start on our day’s adventures. Nosh with your dog at the outdoor tables. 1061 I Street; 707/822-3150.


PLACES TO STAY


Hotel Arcata: Dogs seem to sense the history at this refurbished 1915 hotel. When Joe visited, all he could do was stick his snout around the baseboards and snort in the scents. Rates are $84–155. Dogs are $5 extra. 708 9th Street 95521; 707/826-0217 or 800/344-1221; www.hotelarcata.com.


Motel 6: This one is right beside U.S. 101, and the staff will often put dogs and their human companions in the rooms closest to the highway because there’s a little on-leash dog-relief area there. The constant drone of cars can actually be soothing at 3 A.M. when your dog decides to start scratching himself. Rates are $45–56. 4755 Valley West Boulevard 95521; 707/822-7061.


Quality Inn–Mad River: There’s a pretty beach next door where leashed dogs like to roam. Rates are $65–135. Dogs are $10 extra. If you get caught with an undeclared dog in your room, you get zapped for $100. (It has happened… They don’t like it… ) 3535 Janes Road 95521; 707/822-0409.


Eureka


This is the county seat of Humboldt, and it’s a bustling small city. Fortunately, it also has some Victorian charm, as well as the ocean and Humboldt Bay, so it’s not a typical center of commerce.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Samoa Dunes Recreation Area
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Does your dog like sand, sand, and more sand? How does 300 acres of coastal dunes between the Pacific and Humboldt Bay sound? How about boundless, fairly calm ocean? Cool breezes year-round?


If your dog isn’t salivating about this park yet, here’s the clincher: Well-behaved dogs can run off leash everywhere except the established trails at this Bureau of Land Management park! While you cast for surfperch, hunt for driftwood, or just relax and listen to the foghorns and gulls, your dog is free to run around, as long as he’ll come when you call.


We learned about the vital importance of voice control when we spotted an injured duck waddling along the shore. Another dog, a retriever type, scooped up the bird in her mouth and brought it back to her owner. Fortunately, Joe was well leashed by the time he decided he’d like to look into a duck dinner. And even more luckily, once the bird overcame its fear, it got up and continued waddling down the beach as if nothing had happened.


The retriever’s owner was shocked that her dog had taken off. “She’s so obedient. She always comes when I call,” she explained after severely reprimanding her dog. It just goes to show that even the most obedient dogs can get out of hand in tempting situations, so even if you’ve got a voice-control champ, keep a close eye on him when he’s off leash.


This area is actually for off-highway vehicles to enjoy, and we hear it can get very crowded with ATVs, but we saw none on our visits. The place was deserted, except for a few beachcombers, a couple of dogs, and a kayaker. But keep in mind that your peace might be shattered by the roar of engines. The drivers of these noisy vehicles may not always be looking out for dogs, so make sure you and your dog are looking out for them. Also be aware that cars are allowed on the beach, but they tend to drive very slowly. There’s ample room for vehicles, people, and dogs.


From Eureka, turn west on Highway 255 and cross the Samoa Bridge. Once on the Samoa Peninsula, turn left on New Navy Base Road. The park is about five miles south of the bridge, on the right side of the street. There are also several small access points along the road, but it’s best to start from the main lot here. 707/825-2300.


[image: image] Samoa Boat Ramp County Park
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If you own a boat and a dog, and you’ve got them both with you, you’ll be glad to know about this small park. Not only is there a launch ramp into the south end of Humboldt Bay, but there’s also a small beach here so your dog can run around (leash free!) and stretch his legs before he becomes your crewmate during a cruise on the bay. (Be sure to keep your dog leashed from the parking area to the high-tide line March 1–September 15. This is snowy plover nesting land, and dogs need to steer clear in spring and summer.)


A large, open parking area here serves as a campground, but it’s much better for RVs than for tents. Sites are $18, and dogs are $1 extra.


From Eureka, turn west on Highway 255 and cross the Samoa Bridge. Once on the Samoa Peninsula, turn left on New Navy Base Road. The park is about five miles south of the bridge, on the left side of the street. 707/445-7651.


[image: image] Sequoia Park
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This 75-acre beauty is essentially a redwood park. What could be better for dogs? A duck pond, you say? How convenient—there’s one on the property. But if your dog is daffy for ducks, it’s best to keep her away from the pond so you won’t ruffle any feathers. Leashed dogs are allowed on the trails that meander through the giant redwoods and dense fern undergrowth and across meadows. (No dogs at the adjacent Sequoia Park Zoo, though.)


Exit U.S. 101 at Harris Street and drive east about two miles to W Street (after T, U, and V Streets, if you get the picture). Turn right. The park is immediately on your right. 707/441-4226.


PLACES TO STAY


Best Western Bayshore Inn: It’s clean, it’s comfortable, and, for people who like to eat in the room with their dogs, it’s convenient: Each room has a fridge and a microwave. Some rooms even come with a fireplace and a whirlpool tub, should you hanker for extra relaxation. Rates are $84–219. Each dog in your party pays a $40 fee for the length of her stay. 3500 Broadway 95503; 707/268-8005 or 888/268-8005; www.bwbayshoreinn.com.


Eureka KOA: The “Kamping Kabins” here, with their cozy wood interiors and Old West bunk-style bed arrangements, are great fun for dogs, and the price is right. Rates are $45–65. Dogs are $3 extra. 4050 North U.S. 101 95503; 707/822-4243 or 800/562-3136; www.koa.com.


Halcyon Inn Bed and Breakfast: Dogs under 35 pounds traveling with their people (no size limit for the humans) are allowed to stay at the Rose Room in this 1920s home that’s been converted into a lovely inn. The furnishings here are antique but not in a kitschy or dark way. They’re simple, tasteful, and attractive. The Rose Room even has a restored bathroom with an antique tub, fir floors, and some bath salts thrown in for good measure. (Not for your dog, should she read this and panic about the “b” word.)


The innkeepers, Mary and Ike Floyd, adore having dogs as guests and have two rescued racing whippets themselves. (Yes, whippets still do race in some parts.) “We love dogs,” says Mary, one of the nicest innkeepers you’ll ever meet and who makes a scrumptious breakfast to boot. Sadly, large dogs have proven too big for the Rose Room, so they have to sniff out other locales. Rates are $115–135. Dogs are $20 extra the first night, $10 each night after. 1420 C Street 95501; 707/444-1310; www.halcyoninn.com.


Red Lion Eureka: Stay here and you never have to leave the premises. You’ve got room service, and clean, decent rooms to dine in with your dog. A couple of restaurants, a pool, and whirlpool make for a pleasant and convenient place to stay. Rates are $129–159. Dogs are $20 per visit. Dogs whose people are members of the Red Lion Club stay for free. 1929 Fourth Street 95501; 707/445-0844.


Ferndale


This sweet Victorian town is so historically and architecturally authentic that the entire village is a state historic landmark. You and your dog can savor a walk down Main Street, where you’re sure to pass at least a few other dogs with their people. It’s so old and refined that it looks as if it could be the model for Disneyland’s Main Street.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Centerville County Beach
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This beach isn’t exactly right in the middle of downtown Ferndale. In fact, it’s not exactly right in the middle of anywhere, which is why Jake’s tail wags nonstop when we visit. “The remoter the better” is his mantra. His favorite activity here is beachcombing: He’s known for trotting merrily down the beach with pieces of driftwood longer than our car.


The county section of this desolate beach is miles long and comfortably wide at low tide. You’ll want to get here during a fairly low tide, because dogs are allowed off leash here only on the “wave slope,” which is the area that got wet from the last high tide. Come here at high tide and your dog will give you a look you won’t soon forget. (Note that March 1–September 15, dogs must be on leash from the parking area to the high-tide line, because this is a prime nesting ground of the snowy plover.)


Head west on Main Street and take a right at Centerville Road. The beach is in about four miles. 707/445-7651.
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PLACES TO STAY


Shaw House Inn: Home sweet home! A man built this beautiful home in 1854 for his fiancé, and you’ll be just as enchanted when you see this gorgeous place as she surely was when she laid eyes on it. This is a really exquisite place to stay, and we’re lucky to be able to bring dogs here. The eight guest rooms and three parlors are so authentic you’ll feel like you’ve stepped back into another era–only with comforts like uber comfy mattresses, private baths, and DVD players. If you’re hankering for a little more modernity, you’ll be happy to know that you’ll have access to WiFi here.


The inn offers a delectable full breakfast in the dining room, with fresh and often organic local ingredients. If you’re at the inn when they’re serving croissant bread pudding, you will not want to leave. Trust me on this. Guests also have a choice of a light, equally delicious breakfast. And there’s no better place for afternoon tea, or a convivial wine and cheese–all offered every day. Rates are $145–275. Dogs are $35 extra, and are permitted in three rooms. 703 Main Street, 95536; www.shawhouseinn.com.


Redcrest


You want redwood gifts? This is your town. The few stores in this tiny community along the Avenue of the Giants carry every redwood gift imaginable, most of no practical value. From redwood burl wall clocks to giant redwood Indians, they’ve got it all.


PLACES TO EAT


Eternal Treehouse Cafe: Dine on big old redwood tables under the shade of big old redwoods. (Is this like eating a hamburger in front of a cow?) The giant Eternal Tree House is right behind the café. 26510 Avenue of the Giants; 707/722-4247 or 707/722-4262.


PLACES TO STAY


Redcrest Motor Inn Resort: Dog guests and their people who used to stay here were always greeted by Mandy, an affable golden retriever who was so thrilled to see you that her tail was often in danger of wagging off. She was so beloved she was even listed as one of the owners on Redcrest’s brochure. Sadly, she has gone to Dog Heaven. But her spirit lives on: “We LOVE dogs!” exclaims one of the human owners of the lodging. The owners here can’t wag their tails, but they’ll be thrilled to see you step out of your car with a pooch at your side. Cabins are $55–130, with kitchens available in some cabins. Dogs are $6 extra. There’s also a vacation home on the property if you need bigger digs, and rates are $150–175. 26459 Avenue of the Giants 95569; 707/722-4208; www.redcrestresort.com.


Petrolia


If you plan to get lost on the Lost Coast, this little hamlet offers an interesting place to spend a night or a week.


PLACES TO STAY


Mattole River Organic Farm’s Country Cabins: The name doesn’t exactly roll off the tongue, but dogs don’t care: How often does a pooch get to stay at a remote mountain getaway that specializes in organic pickled peppers and pears, and not have to worry about a guy named Peter Piper?


The small working farm here has a veggie garden, plenty of peppers, and a pear and apple orchard. Guests who stay at the cabins can sample some of the pickings with the OK of the owners, but keep in mind the harvest season is as late as August in these climes.


Big trees surround the five cabins, which are simple and rustic. (They have full kitchens, so you’re not exactly camping.) The cabins are just a little hike to the Mattole River, where the swimming is mighty refreshing on a hot summer afternoon. Rates are $80–100. 42354 Mattole Road 95558; 707/629-3445 or 800/845-4607.


Miranda


PLACES TO STAY


Miranda Gardens Resort: Trees, trees, trees. Trees, trees, trees. That’s what your boy dog will see when you stay at this resort’s quaint, attractive cottages. After all, the resort is on the Avenue of the Giants, and there’s no shortage of old-growth redwoods on the property.
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DIVERSION


Give Him the Ultimate Tree Experience: Most dogs love to relax in the shade of trees or sniff at trees for hints of other dogs. But how many dogs know they can actually drive smack through the center of a tree? Few trees oblige such a fantasy, so the Shrine Drive-Thru Tree in Myers Flat north of Miranda is a real find. Dogs seem to enjoy riding through the car-sized hole in the 275-foot-tall redwood’s 21-foot-diameter base. But, to be honest, they seem to prefer the adjacent picnic area, where sticky droplets of ice cream from the kitschy but fun gift shop hide in the grass.


A sign says the tree is 5,000 years old, but the folks around here say that it’s more like 2,000 years. It doesn’t really matter. It’s big and it’s old and it’s dog-friendly. “We get lots of dogs coming through here. They like the whole tree thing,” says a Shrine Drive-Thru Tree employee.


The fee is $5 per car. There’s no charge for dogs, but they must be leashed. 13078 Avenue of the Giants, Myers Flat; 707/925-6363.





But while the trees are the high point for pooches and many people (for different reasons, fortunately), there’s much more to ogle here than the arbors. The flowering gardens around the cottages are lush. The gazebos are lovely. The cottages are homey and comfortable—a bit more upscale than most typical California rural resorts. Dogs can’t do the dog paddle in the heated swimming pool here, but well-behaved leashed dogs are welcome to attend the nightly campfires hosted by the resort in the summer. Stay here May through October and you’ll get a complimentary continental breakfast.


Note: Dogs need to bring their own beds (and sleep in them) to be allowed to stay here. Rates are $80–265. There’s a $150 deposit for dogs, and a $15 charge per pooch. 6766 Avenue of the Giants, P.O. Box 186 95553; 707/943-3011; www.mirandagardens.com.


Shelter Cove


This coastal community is in the heart of the Lost Coast area of California. It’s known for its pristine beauty and prime fishing. But dogs like it because it’s surrounded by the King Range National Conservation Area. Three areas of this privately owned planned community provide ocean access. We like the Little Black Sand Beach, just off Dolphin Drive.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] King Range National Conservation Area
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We came upon this magnificent 62,000-acre coastal area by accident, and all Joe Dog could do was thank the Great Dog in the Sky. This primitive region, which constitutes a good chunk of the Lost Coast, has everything a dog desires deep in his heart: ocean, grassy flats, sandy beaches, trees galore, and best of all, leash-free living.


In less than a three-mile stretch, the King Range rises from sea level to 4,087 feet. The topography is rugged but far from impassable. Several trails take you across some of the most unspoiled coastal territory in California.


A few Indiana Jones–like dogs can handle the 26-mile wilderness trek along the Lost Coast Trail. Most of the trail is along the beach, and in the mornings you’ll likely come to know one of the reasons this area is called the Lost Coast. The fog sometimes gets so thick that even the gulls are silent. But when it lifts, what spectacular sights you’ll see! You and your dog will traverse green meadows, Douglas fir groves, and many streams. The terrain is fairly flat, so the real challenge is its length—don’t forget, there’s always the walk back! Most people prefer to leave a car at one end to make the round-trip easier. You should also keep in mind that this trail can be tough on “house dog” paws. Rangers advise dog booties for parts of the trail.
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Joe was the kind of soft-pawed pooch who preferred trails such as the Lightning Trail. It’s the shortest and shadiest route to King’s Peak. Joe approved of the sparkling mountain streams, the shade from the firs, and the brushy meadowland where he could roll like a fool. He especially liked the trail’s length—a mere 2.5 miles. The view from the top is hard to beat.


During your hikes, you may run into deer, cattle, sheep, horses, rattlesnakes, and poison oak, so if you let your dog off leash, do so only if she’s under excellent voice control. And be sure to keep your pooch very far away from the marine mammals who clamber onto the beaches and rocks. This is a popular rookery, and dogs and sea critters do not mix.


You may camp anywhere you please for no fee, but you need a permit for campfires. Dogs must be leashed in designated campgrounds. It’s a good idea to leash your dog at night anyway. Many dogs feel even safer in your tent. You’ll pay $5–8 to camp in a designated campground.


Exit U.S. 101 at Redway and follow Briceland Thorne Road west to this Bureau of Land Management area. For more specific directions to your exact destination in this sprawling conservation area, contact the Bureau of Land Management, Arcata Field Office, 707/825-2300; or The King Range Project Office, 707/986-5400.


PLACES TO STAY


Inn of the Lost Coast: Stay here and you’ll be atop a cliff overlooking the beautiful Pacific Ocean. All rooms at this two-building lodging have direct ocean views. You might even be able to see a gray whale passing by from your own patio, so don’t forget the binoculars. Dogs enjoy going outside here, where the salty breeze ruffles their hair as they explore the bluffs. “Loads of dogs were just wandering around the property with me,” writes Fergus, a wellinformed canine correspondent. The inn even has its own dog-friendly restaurant. Room rates are $125–160. Dogs are $10 for the length of their stay. 205 Wave Drive 95589; 707/986-7521 or 888/570-9676; www.innofthelostcoast.com.


[image: image]


Garberville


PLACES TO STAY


Benbow Lake State Recreation Area: Of the 975 acres here, dogs are relegated to the campground areas and the paved roads. We’ve seen some people fishing with their dogs down by the South Fork of the Eel River, but rangers differ about whether or not that’s OK. The park is just off U.S. 101, about two miles south of Garberville. Follow the signs. Campsites are $35. To reserve one of the 75 sites, call 800/444-7275 or go to www.reserveamerica.com. For park information, phone 707/923-3238 in summer or 707/247-3318 in winter.


Best Western Humboldt House Inn: This is one of the better places to spend the night around here. There’s even a complimentary wine and cheese in the evenings, but dogs–who are generally under 21 anyway–are not allowed. Rates are $89–129. Dogs are $5 extra. 701 Redwood Drive 95542; 707/923-2771.
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CHAPTER 5


Trinity County


Trinity Center


Hyampom


Weaverville


Lewiston


Think about this place we call dog heaven. What are some of the ingredients your dog would desire in his elysian ideal? Besides having you at his side without a leash, he’d want lots of trees, that’s for sure. Rivers. Lakes. The scents of nature and rich earth. And maybe some decaying woodland critter to roll on.


Trinity County has all a dog could ever want in heaven or on earth. Joe even managed to find that decaying woodland critter when we last visited, and he rolled all over it and then came running up to me to spread the good news all over my jeans. When I walked into a store to buy some supplies later that day, the clerk and all the customers started asking each other if they smelled a mighty bad stench. I joined them in wrinkling my nose and nodding my head, praying no one would figure out my guilt until I was long gone.


The county has a couple of charming old towns, but the real charm here for dogs and their people is that more than 90 percent of the land is part of the national forest system. When driving from just about any location to just about any other location in the county (other than the few main towns on the east side), there are countless places where you can pull your car over and take your obedient dog for a leash-free hike. As long as you’re in a national forest and away from houses and developed areas, it’s generally OK.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—TRINITY COUNTY


MOST ALPINE LAKE


Trinity Lake, Trinity Center


MEATIEST RESTAURANT


Bear’s Breath Bar and Grill, Trinity Center


LODGING DOGS LOVE MOST


Old Garrett Ranch, Hyampom


BEST WATER ADVENTURE


Trinity Lake houseboats, Trinity Center





While here, you mustn’t miss the magnificent Trinity Alps. You’ll feel as if you’re in Switzerland, only your dog won’t have to deal with plane tickets and passports! The only paper you’ll need to hike the Trinity Alps Wilderness is a permit from the U.S. Forest Service.


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the national forests listed below.


Shasta-Trinity National Forest
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Six Rivers National Forest
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Trinity Center


This tiny community is the home, in spirit if nothing else, of the giant and breathtaking Trinity Lake. It’s also quite close to the breathtaking Trinity Alps Wilderness, where dogs can hoof it off leash.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS
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Even the national forest staff here call this place dog heaven. One dog-friendly ranger told me, “You just take your boat, pull up to just about any bank, and say, ‘Okay, Fido, let’s get a little exercise. No leashes required!’” But do this only if your dog isn’t a chaser, and, as another ranger told me, “is under strict verbal command.” I like the idea of my dog being under verbal command. Nouns will be next!


Your best bet is to take your dog to the more remote parts of the lake. And the best way to get there is by boat. If you don’t have one, why not rent one? And what better boat to rent than a houseboat?


Mid-June to mid-July is the best time of year to come here. Snow still covers the peaks of the glorious Trinity Alps (which you can see in all their glory from almost anywhere on the lake), but the weather at the lake is great. So is the fishing. It’s not nearly as crowded as Lake Shasta to the east, so you can fish without worrying about too many loud personal watercraft or fast boats.


The south end of the lake is 14 miles north of Weaverville on Highway 3. Call the Shasta-Trinity National Forest District Office at 530/623-2121 for more details and suggestions on which area would best suit your purposes.


PLACES TO EAT


Bear’s Breath Bar and Grill: Well, that name sure leaves you hankering for a big chunk o’ beef, doesn’t it? What it lacks in romanticism, the Bear’s Breath makes up for in pure charm and dog-friendly atmosphere. The restaurant has a patio and outdoor tables overlooking the Trinity River, and dogs are welcome to join you for some prime rib, steaks, chicken, tasty pasta dishes, or salad. (Jake says I should strike that last item.) Call ahead to reserve “the dog table.” The Bear’s Breath is at the Trinity Alps Resort, 1750 Trinity Alps Road; 530/286-2205.


PLACES TO STAY


There are campgrounds all around Trinity Lake. Most are concentrated on the lake’s south side, but a couple of the more secluded ones are toward the north. Below we’ve listed one on each side of the lake. Dogs must be leashed at all campgrounds. Call the Shasta-Cascade Wonderland Association at 800/326-6944 or go to www.shastacascade.org for more information on cabins and other lakeside lodgings.


Ripple Creek Cabins: The Trinity River runs right by these cozy, homey housekeeping cabins. You’ll have no shortage of outdoor adventures to share with your dog here. Each cabin has a woodstove and electric heat. This is helpful, because unlike most other resorts in the area, Ripple Creek is open year-round. If he’s around, the friendly owner, Jim Coleman, will make you and your pup feel right at home. Rates are $94–184. Dogs are charged a $10 per-stay fee. The address is HCR2 Box 4020 96091; 530/266-3505 or 510/531-5315; www.ripplecreekcabins.com.
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DIVERSION


Float in a Houseboat: Renting a houseboat is the ultimate humandog vacation. Houseboats can be small and simple or large and fairly luxurious. (OK, OK, they usually do look like mobile homes, but they are comfortable.) As long as you pull up to shore enough for her to exercise and do her thing, she’s going to be one happy pooch. The lake is pretty much surrounded by national forest land, where your dog can exercise leash-free. Make sure you keep an eye on her, though, and don’t forget about her while you’re inside making a soufflé.


One of the largest and most dog-friendly houseboat rental companies is Trinity Lakes Resort at Cedar Stock. “Dogs are just as much a part of the family as everyone else. They can’t miss a vacation like this,” says Steve, one of the resort’s managers. Bringing a dog along will cost you $25 extra nightly, or $100 weekly. The houseboats here run $1,695–5,795 weekly, with big off-season discounts. The smaller ones fit up to six, and the larger ones can stash all your relatives.


The Cedar Stock Resort’s houseboat headquarters is 15 miles north of Weaverville on Highway 3. The mailing address is HCR 1, Box 510, Lewiston, CA 96052; 530/286-2225. For other companies, call the Trinity County Chamber of Commerce at 530/623-6101. Be sure to reserve early. Sometimes summer rentals are completely booked by April! Houseboat “high season” is usually April–November.





Trinity Alps Resort: This is a fantastically dog-friendly place to stay. “More than 80 percent of the families who come here bring their dog,” says a manager. The 43 housekeeping cabins here were built in the 1920s, and they’re clean and comfy, with real wood paneling and large sleeping verandas overlooking the Stuart Fork of the Trinity River.


The resort is on 90 acres and is surrounded by 500,000 acres of Shasta-Trinity National Forest. The folks here welcome dogs. “We consider dogs part of the family,” the manager said. There’s even a dog-friendly eatery on the premises. Rates are $780–1540. 1750 Trinity Alps Road 96091; 530/286-2205; www.trinityalpsresort.com.


Trinity Lake Resort at Cedar Stock: This is a great place to enjoy a vacation at Trinity Lake. The cabins are rented by the week during the busy season, with costs ranging $522–1,950. Daily rentals of $89–325 are available in slower times of years. Dogs are $25 extra (daily), or $100 per week. And if you’re in the mood for a nautical stay, call for information on houseboat rentals. The resort is 15 miles north of Weaverville. 45810 State Highway 3 96091; 530/286-2225.


Hyampom


Don’t worry if you’re a native Californian and you’ve never heard of Hyampom. Some folks in adjacent towns have never heard of it either. Hyampomeranians (OK, that’s not what they call themselves, but Jake forced me to write this) identify their location by telling you they’re “about 20 miles west of Hayfork.” Well, now, that certainly settles things. Dogs like it because there’s plenty of national forest land around the area, and the people who live here (250 on a very good day) seem to have a big place in their hearts for dogs.


PLACES TO STAY


Old Garrett Ranch: Dogs, sit down when you read this: If you talk your folks into coming here, you’ll get to stay in an old cowboy cabin on 225 acres! And those 225 acres are bordered on three sides by the Shasta-Trinity National Forest! And it’s on the banks of the South Fork Trinity River! We can’t say it’s all yours, because there’s also a dog-friendly rentable duplex at the ranch, plus horses, chickens, turkeys (at least before Thanksgiving), dogs, and the ranch’s owners, Ebbe and Uschi Schneider. “This is dog heaven here!” says Ebbe. “We love dogs, and they have the time of their lives here.”


As the Schneiders are fond of reminding guests, this beautiful property is home to mountain lions and bears (oh my!). Please remember this if you plan to let your dog roam leash-free with you. That’s absolutely allowed here, but your dog really must be under excellent voice control if you don’t want to end up giving a new meaning to dog food.


The one-bedroom cowboy cabin, officially known as the Birdwatcher’s Cabin, isn’t fancy, but it’s cozy, with an open-beam ceiling and a woodstove, which is the cabin’s only heat source. It also has a living room, a little kitchen, a deck, and in case you were wondering just how rustic it is—a bathroom. The two two-bedroom units in the duplex are more modern, and the bottom unit is wheelchair-accessible.


The Schneiders also run a dog-boarding service and train dogs, so if you’re in need of either, it’s right here in your own very large backyard.


Please bring a blanket or bed for your dog. Rates are $80–90. Weekly rates are $480–560. The mailing address is P.O. Box 155 96046; 530/628-4569.


Weaverville


This is the gateway to the Trinity Alps, and what a gateway it is. It’s a former boomtown with a Main Street that’s almost unchanged from the 1850s, complete with spiral staircases and brick facades.


About 2,500 Chinese immigrants were among the miners who came here during the Gold Rush. The Joss House State Historic Park contains the oldest active Chinese temple in California. Dogs aren’t allowed inside, but as you’re driving to the adjacent Lee Fong Park on Main Street, you can take a gander at it.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS
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Set on the land once owned and farmed by a prominent local Chinese family, this magnificent park still has the appeal of an old-time farm. It even has several apple and pear trees that still bear fruit—but don’t steal from the branches. (We were told that it’s OK to pick up a piece of fruit from the ground, though.)


The park is undeveloped and fairly large. It’s far from the paved road, but leashes are the law here anyway. A dirt path will take you around the park’s perimeter in about 10 minutes if you want a fast walk, but most people who come here like to stop and smell the fresh and fruity air. You can pretend it’s your own orchard, and chances are good that no other park user will stop by and ruin your fantasy. For some reason, the place gets very little use.


Dogs seem to love this park. Joe and Bill had a field day sniffing the freshly fallen fruit and checking out what was lurking in the tall grass. Each walked away with a fairly mushy apple in his mouth.


The park is on Main Street/Highway 299 just south of the historic part of town. It will be on your right as you’re driving south. Although a small sign points to the park, the bigger farmers market sign is actually a better landmark. Turn right and drive a few hundred feet to the dirt parking lot. When you see the bathroom in front of you and the old ranch house on your left beyond some trees, you’ll know you’re in the right place. 530/623-5925.


PLACES TO STAY


Best Western Weaverville Victorian Inn: This is a modern, decent-looking motel, but you might run into an attitude problem, depending on who you deal with here. We haven’t stayed here yet, but we’ve heard from a couple of people who have had problems with the management, so make sure you know what you’re getting into when you reserve your room with a credit card deposit. I’ve also been given the “rooditude” (my term for rude attitude, which we don’t see much when researching these books; when we see it we generally note it) when calling regarding dog policies and rates. You might prefer the 49er Gold Country Inn, which treats its guests like guests. Rates are $89–110. 1709 Main Street 299 West, P.O. Box 2400 96093; 530/623-4432.
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49er Gold Country Inn: The management here is a breath of fresh air after dealing with the Best Western. “We’re family owned and operated, and we like people who have nice dogs,” said a friendly manager. The rooms are basic, clean motel rooms. Leashed dogs are welcome to sniff out the lawn and trees but need to steer clear of the pool, no matter how their water-dog eyes plead. Rates are $60–95. 718 Main Street 96093; 530/623-4937; www.goldcountryinn.com.


Lewiston


This is a tiny, historic mining town that has so few tourists, you’ll think you’re in a time warp. What’s really great about a visit to Lewiston is that there’s plenty of access to the Trinity River. Just look around and it’s there. The area off Rush Creek Road at Lewiston Road is a popular access point.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Community Park


[image: image] (See Trinity County map)


You may as well take your dog on a walking tour of this quaint town, because you’ll definitely cover more land, and you’ll surely see more grass, trees, and bushes than you will in this small park. It’s a pretty spot for humans, but only about one of its two acres is accessible right now. Dogs may find it a little restricting, but if your leashed dog just needs to stretch her legs, it’s not a bad place to sit a spell.


On Lewiston Road at Viola Lane, the park is run entirely through volunteer efforts by the residents of this small community, so there’s no phone number for it.


PLACES TO STAY


Lakeview Terrace Resort: If you ever wanted a place to call your own right on fishable, swimmable Lewiston Lake, this is about as close as you’ll come (unless you call the local real estate agent). You and the dog of your choice get to stay in your very own, very clean, air-conditioned housekeeping cabin. The owners of the cabins are sweet people who love dogs. They’ll be happy to point you to some good on-leash walking areas around the grounds. Boat rentals are available.


Rates are $72–190. Dogs are $10 extra. RVs can stay here for $26. 2001 Trinity Dam Boulevard 96052; 530/778-3803; www.lakeviewterraceresort.com.
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CHAPTER 6


Shasta County


Lakehead


Burney


Fall River Mills


Whiskeytown


Redding


Anderson


If you and your dog are aching to get away from city life, have we got a county for you! See that leash draped over your banister? You’ll have to bring it, but you won’t have to use it much.


Between the national forests, a state forest, and even a small city park, your obedient pooch can get all the leash-free exercise she needs. She’ll go home with a wide grin on her snout. Your snout will be smiling, too.


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the national forests listed below.


Lassen National Forest
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Shasta-Trinity National Forest
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The forest pretty much surrounds beautiful, fish-filled Shasta Lake. If it’s not too snowy before Christmas, you and your dog can pay $10 and go find yourselves a Christmas tree. Not many people have hundreds of thousands of acres of Christmas tree lots.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—SHASTA COUNTY


BEST SWIMMING HOLE


Shasta Lake, Lakehead


BEST FOREST HIKING


Latour Demonstration State Forest, Burney


BEST WATER ADVENTURE


Shasta Lake houseboats, Lakehead





NATIONAL PARKS


Lassen Volcanic National Park
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Dogs are barely allowed to set paw in this fascinating park. (For more details on what you and your dog are not missing if you stay away from this national park, see the description in the Lassen County chapter.)


Lakehead


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Shasta Lake
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At 29,500 acres, this is California’s largest man-made lake. If you and your dog fish, swim, or watch waterfowl, you’ll be in heaven here. When full, it has 370 miles of shoreline—more than San Francisco Bay.


The lake is surrounded by national forest land. More than 30 miles of trails travel into the nearby forest. Depending on where you hike, you’ll pass all kinds of natural wonders, from wooded flats and secluded creeks to rocky mountains and gushing waterfalls. Keep in mind that even though this is a northern lake, it can still get mighty toasty in the summer, so try to bring your dog here at a cooler time of year. And these days, leashes are the law, no matter how remote you get.


The U.S. Forest Service manages 380 sites at 21 campgrounds. Some are very primitive, while others seem like minimotels. Sites cost $18, but a few are $10. The lake is one of the few in California where you and your dog can camp along the shore. If your pooch has been extra good, he deserves to “ruff” it at one of these sites. About a quarter of the sites are available on a first-come, first-served basis; the rest must be reserved.


A first visit to Shasta Lake can be a confusing experience. The lake has so many arms and so many trails that it’s hard to know where to go. The trails at Jones Valley, Packers Bay, Bailey Cove, Shasta Dam, and Hirz Bay not only make for excellent woodland hiking, but they provide good access to shoreline fishing. (The lake can get very crowded during the summer, so be prepared to sacrifice solitude for the sounds of loud boats and personal watercraft, too many of which sound like mosquitoes on steroids.)


There’s also such a variety of campsites that it can make your head ache just thinking about the possibilities. And who needs that just before a four-paw vacation?


Here’s a suggestion: Get a map or a brochure of the lake and a little advice from a ranger. The folks at the visitor center are very helpful. Or Google “Shasta Lake campground locations” and you’ll go to a U.S. Forest Service site that has the locations and descriptions of all campgrounds, and even the campsites. To get to the visitors center, take the Mountain Gate–Wonderland Boulevard exit off I-5 about four miles south of the lake. Follow the signs. For info, phone 530/275-1587 or 530/226-2500. Call 877/444-6777 for campsite reservations, or go to www.recreation.gov.


PLACES TO STAY


Sugarloaf Cottages Resort: The comfortably furnished cottages are just a Frisbee’s throw from the lake. We’ve really enjoyed our sojourns to these modern but cozy cabins. If you visit at the right time, you’ll be stunned at the peace and quiet. We stayed here once in April, and boy, was it ever quiet. Of course, it was freezing cold and pouring rain, so maybe that had something to do with it. But the comfy cabins were sure good to come home to after a long day of wet outdoor fun.


The folks who run this place have two wonderful dogs of their own, and they have the run of the place. Don’t be surprised to see Bailey or Indiana’s big, friendly yellow Lab faces at your front door for a pat on the head.


Daily rates Labor Day–Memorial Day are $114–242. During the rest of the year, the cabins must be rented by the week, and they cost $1,100–2,400. Only one dog per cabin, please, and they’re $10 extra. 19667 Lakeshore Drive 96051; 530/238-2448; www.shastacabins.com.


Tsasdi Resort: Many of the 20 housekeeping cabins at Tsasdi (SAUZ-dee, which owner David says is a Wintu Indian word meaning “white mountain”) have decks overlooking Shasta Lake, which is just a long staircase down the hill. The cabins, built in the 1960s, are attractive and comfortable, and a forest of black oaks surround them—a big plus on a hot summer day.
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DIVERSION


Chuck the Dramamine: Shasta Lake is bliss for anyone of the seasick persuasion. The best way to experience this calm lake is to rent a houseboat for a few days. The only thing that may make you nauseated is having to go home at the end of your floating vacation.


Imagine waking up in a secluded cove, taking your dog for a lakeside hike and a brief swim, and then sitting down to a big breakfast cooked in your boat’s well-equipped kitchen before setting off to cruise around the lake. (Joe, the landlubbing Airedale, would say pass the bacon but forget about the swim.)


Several local houseboat outfitters permit pooches on their boats. Weekly rates are $750–8,195. You can rent some for just two or three days, if that’s more within your budget. Although houseboats are meant to be shared with friends, you won’t want to fill the boat to capacity if you’re bringing your dog along. Two big people, one or two kids, and a dog on a boat that sleeps six gives you plenty of paw room.


Three dog-friendly outfitters are Seven Crown Resorts, 800/752-9669, www.sevencrown.com; Antlers Resort, 800/238-3924, www.shastalakevacations.com; and Holiday Harbor, 800/776-2628, www.lakeshasta.com. Check out www.houseboats.com for other Shasta houseboat getaways.





Rates are $105–335. Dogs are $12 extra. During summer, rentals are by the week only and cost $1100–2350. 19990 Lakeshore Drive 96051; 530/238-2575 or 800/995-0291; www.shastalakecabins.com.


Burney


This scenic mountain community is an excellent place to get away from urban life without getting carried away with the idea. There’s enough civilization here to please even the primmest poodle.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


You won’t find many community-style parks in these parts. What you will find are forests everywhere—many thousands of acres. Much of the surrounding land is public land, and people and their pooches just have to pull off the road for a fun little hike. But make sure you’re not treading on private property first. Just ask around town and you’ll get so much help from the dog-friendly folks here that you’ll have a hard time deciding which piece of dog heaven to visit.


For a great hiking experience in a place with well-defined dog rules (off leash!) and boundaries, take your dog to the Latour Demonstration State Forest.


[image: image] McArthur–Burney Falls Memorial State Park
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This park is home to breathtaking 129-foot Burney Falls, which Theodore Roosevelt once dubbed “the eighth wonder of the world.” Dogs can get a glimpse of this wonder from “The Overlook” at the top of the falls, next to the parking lot. Don’t be surprised if your pooch gets that “I gotta go to the bathroom” look while gazing at the falls. About 100 million gallons of icy water cascade daily. It’s enough to make a grown dog cross his legs.


And there’s some great news, especially since this is a state park: A onemile trail, called Cemetery Trail (you’ll see why, but don’t worry, it’s from the 1800s), allows leashed dogs to walk down to the lake! It starts around campsite number 75. Water dogs can even swim in the lake near the dirt parking lot where the boat trailers are parked (but not at Swim Beach).


You can camp at one of the park’s 128 sites with your pooch. Rates are $30. The day-use rate is $8 per car. From Burney, drive about five miles northeast on Highway 299, then go north on Highway 89 about another six miles to the park. Call 800/444-7275 for reservations. For park information, call 530/335-2777.


[image: image] Latour Demonstration State Forest
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This 9,033-acre forest provides sweeping vistas of the Cascade Range. The 67 miles of logging roads are open to people and their leash-free pooches. But don’t take your dog off leash unless she’s 101 percent obedient, since the park is home to bobcats and mountain lions, who can get revenge on dogs on behalf of their city cat cousins. “Be careful, because there are critters that would make a nice meal of your pet,” says Ben Rowe, assistant manager of the forest.


Firs, pines, mountain shrubs, and delicate wildflowers abound. You don’t have to stay on the logging roads to enjoy the forest. Because of the sustainable-yield forestry practiced here, it’s not a dense forest. For a fun day hike, set off alongside either of the two main creeks that run through here.


Camping is terrific and fairly primitive. About a dozen campsites, available on a first-come, first-served basis, are spread throughout four campgrounds in the forest. And there’s no fee. The forest is off-limits through the winter, unless your dog knows how to use a snowmobile.


From Highway 299 just west of Burney, drive south on Tamarack Road. In about 10 miles, Tamarack will fork. Take the road that keeps going straight, Jack’s Backbone Road/Road 16. In about six more miles, you’ll see a sign for the forest. Turn right and drive to the forest headquarters to pick up a map. The park is also accessible from Redding. Call 530/225-2508 for directions or information.


PLACES TO STAY


Charm Motel: Many of the rooms here have kitchenettes, and a few have full-fledged dining areas, too. This is always handy when traveling with a dog. Rates are $53–169. Dogs are $10 extra. 37363 Main Street 96013; 530/335-2254; www.charmmotel.com.


Green Gables Motel: You won’t find Anne (of Green Gables) around here, but you will find yourself feeling at home at this little motel nestled in pine-studded surroundings. It’s conveniently situated for fishing. All rooms come with coffeepots, microwaves, and refrigerators. Rates are $55–149. Dogs are $10 extra. 37385 Main Street 96013; 530/335-2264; www.greengablesmotel.com.


Fall River Mills


PLACES TO STAY


Fall River Hotel: As long as dogs go in through the side door (there’s a good, fleafree restaurant and bar in the front) and they’re not too big, they’re very welcome at this historic, friendly 15-room hotel. Between the brass beds, antique furnishings (including quaint Victorian lampshades for dogs who are Martha Stewart fans), and handmade quilts, a stay at this lodging, built in 1935, makes you feel as if you’ve stepped back in time. Some rooms have private baths, and one even has its own kitchen. The hotel also offers a “fun package,” which includes a gourmet dinner and a terrific country breakfast. The cost for two is $155.


Room rates are $70–95. Dogs are $10 extra. The hotel is near a PGA-rated golf course (call for golf package info) and some world-class fishing, and it’s about halfway between Lassen Volcanic National Park and Mt. Shasta. 24860 Main Street, P.O. Box 718 96028; 530/336-5550; www.fallriverhotel.com.


Whiskeytown


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Whiskeytown Lake
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Many miles of trails await you and your leashed, four-legged beast at this 42,500-acre segment of the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity National Recreation unit. The lake has 36 miles of shoreline for great fishing and pooch swimming (as long as the dog-paddling isn’t at designated beaches), but most dogs seem to like to hang out here with all four feet planted on terra firma.


Dogs are allowed on 90 percent of the trails here. You can get a map and a little advice from a ranger about your hiking options.
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For pooches who like to sleep all day, the camping is divine. Sites are on a first-come, first-served basis Labor Day–Memorial Day, but reservations are needed during the busy summer months. Call 877/444-6777 or go to www.recreation.gov. Sites are $16–18. If you like primitive sites, they’re only $10, but they’re a bit away from the water. There’s a $5 day-use fee per vehicle.


From Redding, drive about eight miles west on Highway 299. The information center and overlook is at Highway 299 and Kennedy Memorial Drive. It’s not far from Dog Gulch, in case your dog was asking. 530/246-1225.


Redding


It may be full of franchise motels and restaurant chains, but this city is the hub of the northern reaches of California. It’s an excellent base for exploring the surrounding wildlands.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


Dogs have their own park here and they’re allowed to hike on the Sacramento River Trail. Other than that, city parks are off-limits to pooches.


[image: image] Sacramento River Trail
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This six-mile paved trail follows the wide and wonderful Sacramento River, leading you and your leashed dog through riparian terrain and rolling hills. It’s best to visit on weekdays or uncrowded weekends, because on some days your dog can get the feeling of being mighty squished with the masses who like to hike and bike through here.


Bill Dog loved to take a dip in the water when we visited. He could lie in the Sacramento all day, but he hated the idea that he was missing out on sniffing the scents left by other dogs. When he was in the river, he was constantly looking to see who passed on the trail. When he was on the trail, he always kept one eye on the beckoning river. It was a real doggy dilemma, but he managed.


From Market Street/Highway 273, go west on Riverside Drive (just south of the river). Head west to the parking area. There are many other access points, and several trails that branch off from the main trail. Call 530/224-6100 for details.


[image: image] Benton Dog Park
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Joe’s eyes opened wide and he stood utterly still for a few moments when he first saw this park. Somehow, although there were no dogs in it at the time, it seemed he could tell that this was a place of great dog happiness. He sniffed that joyous dog smell in the air, his tail started twitching, and he began pawing the gate to get in.


Once inside this large, completely fenced dog park, he rolled for several minutes. He rolled underneath the cold aluminum picnic table. He rolled on the mud around the water fountain. He rolled in the grass on the park’s east side, and then in the grass on the west side. He stopped rolling only when another dog came in to share the park with him. They chased each other around like fiends for 30 seconds. Then he started rolling again, this time on the grass in the north side of the park. He was in heaven.


The fact that there are only a couple of small trees here doesn’t seem to bother dogs. If they want shade, they can go under the picnic tables. If they need to lift a leg, there’s always a fence post.


From I-5, exit at Highway 299 and go west for about two miles, following Highway 299 through a couple of turns in central Redding. At Walnut Street, turn left. Drive five blocks and turn right on Placer Street. You’ll see the park in one block, at the corner of Placer Street and Airpark Drive, adjacent to the Benton Airpark (where the airplane activity provides amusement for bird dogs here). 530/224-6100.


PLACES TO EAT


Danburger: Sit on the patio with your favorite well-behaved dog and eat the classic burgers. The place has been here since 1938. 1320 Placer Street; 530/241-0136.


Wall Street Pizza: The pizza is tasty here, but the garlic rolls are decadently delicious. Share one with your pooch at the picnic tables outside. 1165 Hartnell Avenue; 530/221-7100.


PLACES TO STAY


Best Value Ponderosa Inn: Rates are $50–75. Dogs are $10 for the first day, $5 for each day after. Inquire about rates for more than one dog. 2220 Pine Street 96001; 530/241-6300.


Motel 6 Redding Central: This is one of four Motel 6s in Redding. Rates are $46–56. 1640 Hilltop Drive 96002; 530/221-1800.


Quality Inn: Rates are $85–106. Dogs are $15 extra for the length of their stay. 2059 Hilltop Drive 96002; 530/221-6530 or 800/424-6423; www.choicehotels.com.


Red Lion Hotel: The folks here identify this pleasant hotel as “a pet-friendly establishment.” Rates are $90–120. Dogs are $20 extra. 1830 Hilltop Drive 96002; 530/221-8700; www.redlion.com.


River Inn: This sweet motel backs up to a little lagoon where you and your leashed dog can try to catch some fish. If your angling is successful, you can grill your catch at the motel’s barbecues and eat it at the picnic tables. Then the human people in your group can go for a swim in the motel’s heated pool. (Dog people can’t go in the pool.) Rates are $51–102. Dogs are $6. 1835 Park Marina Drive 96001; 530/241-9500; www.reddingriverinn.com.


Roadway Inn: Rates are $79–95. Dogs are $10 extra. 532 North Market Street 96003; 530/241-6464 or 800/700-3019.


Anderson


PLACES TO STAY


Gaia Shasta Hotel & Spa: Gaia, which is Greek for Mother Earth, is a luxury eco-friendly hotel that would make its namesake proud. The serene lodging has received a coveted LEED certification, which means it doesn’t just tout itself as green—it’s way up there on the environmentally friendly hotel scale. But it’s not all hemp curtains and granola here. Not at all. The Gaia has a chic but cozy vibe that’s perfect for shaking off the tensions of everyday life. Even your dog will feel more relaxed when she walks into your large, cozy room. The rooms here are modern, yet peaceful and super comfortable–a hard achievement to pull off, but they do it beautifully. Stay off the free WiFi and away from the large, flat-screen TV and you’ll really get into the Zen of it.


The saline pool here is a refreshing change from chlorine. I’m not one for smelling like a batch of white socks after a dip in the pool. Dogs can’t do the dog paddle there, but they appreciate a walk by the property’s little pond. Keep your dog on leash, though, because if you’re lucky, you’ll come across some gorgeous swans here. A big thank-you to Lori Motko and her dog, Friday, for sniffing this place out for us. Dog rooms are all on the first floor, and face an area designed for little leashed dog walks. Rates for these rooms are $69–119. (Even though the lodging is green, you won’t be spending much green here.) Dogs are $25 per visit. 4125 Riverside Place 96007; 530/365-7077; www.gaiashasta.com.
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CHAPTER 7


Lassen County


Susanville


Westwood


There’s not much civilization around here, so you and your dog may have to be content with hiking, camping, and spending quality time at the Lassen and Modoc National Forests. Most dogs could think of worse things to do.


NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the national forests listed below.


Lassen National Forest
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They’re a little more sticky about off-leash dogs here than at most national forests. Dogs are allowed sans leash, but rangers say they’re quick to bow to the county leash law if there’s any complaint. This could be because the forest surrounds Lassen Volcanic National Park, which has extremely strict dog laws.
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PICK OF THE LITTER—LASSEN COUNTY


BEST LAKE


Eagle Lake, Susanville


MOST INTERESTING HIKE


Biz Johnson Rail Trail, Susanville





Modoc National Forest
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NATIONAL PARKS


Lassen Volcanic National Park
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Don’t get your hopes up about enjoying this gorgeous national park with your dog. Pooches are all but banned from this geological wonderland and its 150 miles of trails. Here’s the long and exciting list of places they’re allowed to visit: parking lots, paved main roads, and a few campgrounds. Basically, any developed area.


Granted, the paved roads can provide beautiful views of the Cascades and surrounding scenery, but it’s very limited, and too much of a tease. If you want to check out Lassen, by all means come on in with your dog. But don’t expect to explore it beyond what your car can do.


Dogs are permitted, on leash, at the four campgrounds that are accessible by car. There are a total of 357 campsites, many on a first-come, first-served basis, but some are reservable. Sites are $10–18 and are in both Shasta and Lassen counties. Call 530/595-4444 for information. For reservations: 877/444-6777 or go to www.recreation.gov.


Susanville


Susanville is the second-oldest town in the western Great Basin, and a stroll through the historic uptown area with the city’s free “Come Walk with Us” guide will fill you with all the historical knowledge you and your dog could ever need. But quite frankly, your dog will probably enjoy romping outdoors in this area much better than boning up on the local lore.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS
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Tired of all those look-alike man-made reservoirs and lakes? Here’s a lake that’s large and natural. In fact, at 42 square miles, Eagle Lake is the secondlargest natural lake in California. Better yet, it’s also one of the state’s cleanest and least crowded lakes.


The northern end of this clear blue lake is characteristic of high desert country, with sage and juniper, rocky shoreline, and reed patches. There’s plenty of open land where you and your dog can dillydally the day away. The land leading down to the south shore is a drastic contrast, with lush pine forests and mountains of green.


Dogs are permitted off leash here, but if your dog isn’t completely trustworthy, keep her leashed, because critters as various as deer, pronghorn antelope, and bald eagles are quite common here.


The U.S. Forest Service runs four campgrounds here, with a total of 325 sites. Fees range $18–33. Call 877/444-6777 for reservations or go to www.recreation.gov. The Bureau of Land Management’s North Eagle Lake Campground has some rugged sites on the north end of the lake. BLM sites are $8 per night, and they’re available on a first-come, first-served basis. Call 530/257-0456 for BLM camping information.


From Susanville, drive 2.5 miles west on Highway 44, and then turn north at County Road A1. After about 16 miles, you’ll reach the south shore campgrounds. Watch for signs. For more information, call Lassen National Forest at 530/257-2151, or the Eagle Lake ranger district at 530/257-4188.


[image: image] Biz Johnson Rail Trail
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Whether your dog is a couch poochtato or a super athlete, this trail is bound to become a favorite. The wide trail winds more than 25 miles from Susanville to Mason Station and then follows existing roads another 4.5 miles into Westwood. You’ll know you’re there when you see the 25-foot carved redwood statue of Paul Bunyan and Babe the Blue Ox. (Boy dogs, please have some respect for this folklore hero and fight the temptation to do leg lifts on him and his bovine buddy. This is his “birthplace,” and they say his ghost doesn’t take kindly to such indiscretions.)


With 11 bridges and two tunnels, the trail follows the Fernley and Lassen Railway line, built in 1914 to serve the world’s largest pine mill. As you hike, you’ll find signs marking the locations of a 300-man logging camp, freight and passenger stations, and logging spur lines. The place is popular in the warmer months. Obedient dogs are allowed off leash, but beware of fast mountain bikes. In winter, it’s a cross-country skier’s heaven. Leashless dogs love charging through the white powder at your side.


[image: image]


If your dog prefers his hikes or ski jaunts to be short, you can use any of six trailheads and flip around when he’s looking bored or bedraggled. If he’s a rugged outdoor kind of guy, you’ll want to consider hiking longer sections of the trail and camping along the way. Primitive sites are open year-round along the very scenic Susan River, and there’s no fee. It’s advisable to pack your own water or treat the river water before you drink it.


From Susanville, follow Highway 36 to South Lassen Street at the western end of town. Go left on South Lassen Street for four blocks to the trail. Call the Bureau of Land Management’s Eagle Lake Resource Area at 530/257-0456 for directions to other trailheads and for pocket-sized trail guides and plant identification keys. Some of the land here is also under the management of Lassen National Forest. Call its headquarters at 530/257-2151.


PLACES TO STAY


America’s Best Inns/Days Inn: Sadly, a big chunk of this motel burned down since the book’s last edition (another dog smoking in bed?), but there are still a few rooms open. By the time you read this, the place could well have been transformed into a 50-unit Days Inn. Rates at the five remaining rooms of the pre-Days-Inn motel are $60–75. Dogs are $10 extra. 2705 Main Street 96103; 530/257-4522.
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River Inn Motel: The River Inn Motel happens to be right by the river (go figure!). There’s a nice trail you can examine with your dog. Rates are $58–64. Dogs are $11 extra. 1710 Main Street 96130; 530/257-6051.


Westwood


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Biz Johnson Rail Trail
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See the Susanville section for trail information. The Westwood section of the trail starts at Ash Street near 3rd Street and follows Ash Street and County Road A21 four miles to the Mason Station trailhead, where the main part of the trail begins.
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CHAPTER 8


Mendocino County


Westport


Fort Bragg


Mendocino


Little River


Elk


Philo


Ukiah


Point Arena


Boonville


Gualala


Yorkville


When people from out of town think of Mendocino County, they often think of quaint inns, sweeping seascapes, and perfect little coastal villages teeming with artists and tourists. But there’s one vital image missing, that of a nosy dog sniffing about, exploring forests and fields, oceans and rivers, and some of the most dog-friendly inns in the state.


Many incredibly wonderful lodgings welcome dogs, and at two restaurants, The Ravens and The Restaurant at Stevenswood, dogs can actually dine inside. These more European (and very legal) dining setups are a first in the state, and we hope not the last.


While the coast of Mendocino County attracts most visitors, dogs have much more freedom inland, where they’re allowed to run off leash in three very large parcels of land. But there’s still something magical about the Mendocino coast. Although it offers just two leash-free areas, dogs thrive on the ever-cool climate and the salty air. Joe once perched himself on a Mendocino bluff top for a solid hour and sat utterly still, except for his flaring nostrils. For that dog to have such patience and fascination, there must be magic in the air (or at least the smell of a few deceased fish).
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PICK OF THE LITTER—MENDOCINO COUNTY


BEST COASTAL WALKS


Mendocino Headlands State Park/Big River Beach, Mendocino


Stornetta Public Lands, Point Arena


BEST (ONLY) INDOOR DOGGY DINING IN THE STATE


The Ravens, Mendocino


Restaurant at Stevenswood, Little River


BEST BURGER AND BLEU CHEESE FRIES


Mendo Burgers, Mendocino


MOST DOG-FRIENDLY PLACES TO STAY


Delamere Cottages, Fort Bragg


MacCallum House, Mendocino


Nicholson House Inn, Mendocino


Stanford Inn by the Sea, Mendocino


The Andiron Seaside Inn & Cabins, Little River


Cottages at Little River Cove, Little River


Inn at Schoolhouse Creek, Little River


Little River Inn, Little River


Stevenswood Spa Resort, Little River


Highland Ranch, Philo


BEST PLACE TO STAY WITHOUT A MAN


Sallie & Eileen’s Place, Mendocino


LODGINGS WITH MOST LEASH-FREE ACREAGE


Long Valley Ranch, Ukiah


The Other Place, Boonville


Ravenridge Cottages, Yorkville


MOST DOG-FRIENDLY WINERY IN CALIFORNIA


Navarro Vineyards, Philo


BEST FREE VEGGIE AND HERB PICKING


Mar Vista Cottages, Gualala


BEST PLACES TO BRING A DOG FOR A GOOD READ


The “Read” Cabin at Andiron Seaside Inn & Cabin, Little River


Laughing Dog Books, Boonville





NATIONAL FORESTS


The National Forests and Wilderness Areas resource at the back of this book has important information and safety tips on visiting national forests with your dog and has more background on the Mendocino National Forest.


Mendocino National Forest
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Only a tiny section of this national forest rests in its namesake county. Some rangers prefer to have dogs off leash only in the two wilderness areas, neither of which is in Mendocino County. Others say it’s OK for dogs to be leash-free everywhere but in camping areas.


Westport


Here’s another New England look-alike. Westport is a tiny coastal town with a couple of inns and restaurants and a whole lot of charm. It’s a wonderful place to visit if you like the appeal of Mendocino but prefer your sidewalks touristfree and your beaches isolated.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Westport–Union Landing State Beach
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On one of the busiest weekends of the year, not a soul was using this beach. Only one of the 80 campsites was occupied. This is the kind of place you can pretend is your own almost year-round. You and your dog may well find yourself alone in the campgrounds and along the sandy beaches, but pooches are still supposed to be leashed.


One of the best times to visit is during the gray whale migration January– April. There are several good spots on the bluff tops where you can watch whales in comfort. Just set up a lawn chair, sit back with your binoculars, and wait. Even if you don’t see a leviathan, at least you and your dog will have spent some good outdoor hanging-out time together. To make it even better, have a picnic.


Campsites are $25, and are first-come, first-served. The sites are all on the bluff tops, near the park road, and not far from Highway 1. You’ll have no shade and no privacy unless you’re the only camper (you camp just off the parking lots), but plenty of quiet. At night, it’s easy to fall asleep to the gentle churning of the Pacific. The park has three entrances. We hear that the farther north you go, the better your chances of finding people. The beach is about 2.5 miles north of the town of Westport. You can’t miss the empty parking lots, but if you do, you’ll still see the signs. 707/937-5804.
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DIVERSION


Hang Around a Chandelier: The Chandelier Tree beckons all dogs and people who have ever stood with mouths agape at nature’s awesome work. Sure, the 315-foot-high, 2,400-year-old tree has a painful-looking gaping hole in the center of its 21-foot-diameter base so cars can pass through. But of all the drive-through trees on California’s north coast, this is the most spectacular: The thick limbs (some of which are eight feet in diameter) branch out about 100 feet above the ground in a most fascinating, chandelier-like way.


Dogs dig the tree, but they generally prefer the little nature trail that starts near the gift shop. It winds through a small section of fern-carpeted redwood forest. The short hike hits the spot after a long car ride.


The entry fee for the park is $5 per car. It’s just south of Leggett, near the junction of U.S. 101 and Highway 1. Follow the signs. 707/925-6363.





PLACES TO STAY


Howard Creek Ranch: This cozy, historic redwood inn, built in 1867, offers privacy, quiet, and 40 acres of coastal beauty. Each room at this working ranch is unique, with features so special it’s hard to decide where to stay. Joe liked the old boat, which is now a miniature cabin, complete with wood-burning stoves and low wooden ceilings. He didn’t have to duck here like his human companions often did, and he seemed to get a real kick out of hearing the thwack of a Homo sapien’s head against a thick beam. The redwood cabin is in the woods next to a stream that runs through the property, and it’s oh-so-private.


For a truly relaxing weekend, stay in a room with a hot tub or sauna. After your own personalized spa treatment, take your best bud for a romp at the ocean, which is only about 300 yards away.


Rooms are $75–198. Dogs are $10 extra and are permitted only by prior arrangement. 40501 North Highway 1 95488; 707/964-6725; www.howardcreekranch.com.


Fort Bragg


While Fort Bragg is now the commercial hub of the Mendocino coast, it once served as a fort built to “maintain order” for the Pomo Indian Reservation. The fort was abandoned in 1864, and it wasn’t until 20 years later that Fort Bragg found its calling as a lumber town.


Fort Bragg is home to the only official off-leash dog beach in Mendocino County. Aside from the beach, our favorite part of town is the Noyo fishing village. Fishing fleets come in here with their catches and unload them at restaurants and processing plants. This is the real thing, not a San Francisco Fisherman’s Wharf facade where selling T-shirts has come to replace the real business of fishing. And mmmm, it smells so fishy. Dogs are exhilarated just breathing the air.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] MacKerricher State Park
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This eight-mile beach encompasses a few smaller beaches, including the secluded Pudding Creek Beach at MacKerricher’s southern end. Unfortunately, dogs are forbidden at the strip of beach near the main parking lot, but all you have to do is walk north or south a few hundred yards and miles of beach are all yours.


Jake the Water Dog adores this seaweed-strewn beach, although his species is supposed to be leashed. There’s a little of everything here, from headlands to forests to a small lake. For dog exercise, it’s best to stick to the beach. You’ll run into fewer people and horses than you will in other park areas. Plus dogs aren’t supposed to go on the unpaved trails in the wooded section of the park. Near the northern section of the beach, it gets so wide that you feel as though you and your dog are walking with Lawrence of Arabia. It may be tempting to walk on for what seems like eternity, but keep an eye on the time: It’s tough walking back when it’s dark.


Wildlife is everywhere. More than 100 species of birds inhabit the park, including the snowy plover. Because of the plover (who is endangered or threatened or maybe neither, but we’ll leave that to the experts), certain areas are off-limits to doggies, and signage will steer you clear of these areas. But there are still plenty of places for our furry friends. Tidepools are rich with life, and harbor seals bask and breed on secluded rock outcroppings, sometimes even in the beach areas. But don’t go anywhere near them, with or without your dog! They’re shy creatures and will balk at the slightest disturbance, sometimes diving for long periods to avoid the possible threat.
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DOG-EAR YOUR CALENDAR


Dogs not only get to witness four days of people showing off their strength and logging skills when they attend Fort Bragg’s Paul Bunyan Days, they actually get to participate. They can’t take part in the ax throwing or the power-saw bucking. But if your dog is ugly—so ugly that cats laugh at him and babies scream when he walks by—he can enter the annual Ugly Dog Contest. It usually takes place on the Saturday of this four-day Labor Day weekend event. There are also contests for the largest dog, the smallest dog, the smartest dog, the prettiest dog, and the Frisbee-est dog.


The dog part of the festival takes place at the middle school fields, at the corner of Harold and Laurel streets. Phone the Chamber of Commerce for more information: 707/961-6300. Or go to www.paulbunyandays.com.





It’s fun to camp with your dog here. The 142 campsites are roomy, and many are surrounded by trees. Sites are $35. For reservations phone 800/444-7275 or go to www.reserveamerica.com.


The best place for doggy access to the beach is at the Ward Avenue entrance, about a half mile north of the main park entrance. This is also where the beach starts becoming an enormous sandy mass. But if you’re camping in the main section, beach access is just a short walk north or south. If you’re unsure of where you and the pooch can walk on the beach, ask a ranger. The areas are not clearly marked.


The main entrance is on the west side of Highway 1, about three miles north of Fort Bragg. It’s marked by a large sign. You’ll pass by a ranger kiosk, but there’s no fee for day use. An added bonus: If you’re near the visitors center and just dying to see if you have email, you’ll be able to check it here because there’s free Wi-Fi these days. 707/937-5804.


[image: image] Noyo Beach Off-Leash Dog Area/Noyo Jetty Park
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Drumroll! We are thrilled to announce that the Mendocino Coast finally has a leash-free beach. It took years of doing, and dogs say it was worth all the hard work. It’s only about a quarter mile long, but “beggars can’t be choosers,” says Gail Brodkey, one of the people who made this happen. It’s on the coast, near the Noyo Harbor—a working fishing harbor—and dogs think it’s divine.


The rest of the beach is fine for leashed dogs. It’s not heavily used; in fact, sometimes you may be the only ones on the beach.


Heading north on Highway 1, go right on North Harbor Drive and follow the road down the steep hill to the harbor. Continue on this road toward the jetty, where you’ll find a parking area that’s pretty much under the highway. You’ll see signs from there. 707/961-2825.


[image: image] Fort Bragg Dog Park
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At long last, a dog park in Mendocino County! It’s a good one, about the size of a football field, fenced, with a separate area for small or shy dogs. The ground cover is grass and wood chips, and the place even sports its own fire hydrant and agility tube. You’ll find water and toys here, too. The park is at Maple and South Lincoln Streets. 707/964-9446.


[image: image] Jackson State Forest
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Dogs are no longer allowed off leash at this 50,000-acre park. It’s still a great place to visit with your dog, but it just isn’t the same on a tether.


This is a demonstration area for forest management practices, with several self-guided educational nature trails and many miles of hiking available on old logging roads. Although it’s getting a little worn out, we like to visit the Tree Identification Trail, just off Highway 20, about 11 miles east of Highway 1. It’s one of the few areas of the forest that’s actually marked from the highway, and it’s a great place for you and your dog to learn the difference between madrone, hemlock, redwood, fir, and any other varieties that confuse you (including the oft-ignored wax myrtle). Dogs probably already know all about these trees, since the males of the species have made intimate acquaintances with so many in their lives. But they won’t mind going along for the walk.


Critters abound, so leashes do make some sense. We’ve run into only the occasional quail and salamander during our sojourns, but we hear there are black bears and mountain lions around as well.


Sadly, the budget for the state forests has been cut so drastically that the forest is open to the public only from Memorial Day through Labor Day for now, and some trails might become neglected and some campgrounds may have to close. Call the forest before you visit to find out the status and obtain maps. The place has 44 campsites, available at no fee. You’ll need to bring your own water (and don’t forget your dog’s) because the sites don’t runneth over with amenities. You’ll also need a camping permit and a campground map, which you can get from the camp host on site. Call 707/964-5674.


The forest stretches along Highway 20 from just east of Mendocino and Fort Bragg to about nine miles west of Willits.


PLACES TO STAY


Atrium: The woman who is in great part responsible for that off-leash beach you’ll be enjoying while visiting Fort Bragg also happens to be the proprietor of this charming bed-and-breakfast. Be sure to let your dog shake Gail’s hand. Dogs are welcome to stay in three of the 10 cozy rooms—the ones with wood floors—at this lovely 1870s lodging. Each has a fireplace. Jake’s favorite is The Lodge, with its beautiful wood walls, river rock fireplace, and outdoorsy decor.


The inn is conveniently located in the heart of historic downtown Fort Bragg. A full, tasty breakfast comes with your stay. Rates are $95–165. Dogs pay a $35 fee for the length of their stay. 700 North Main Street 95437; 707/964-9440 or 800/287-8392; www.atriumbnb.com.


Beachcomber Motel: Dogs love this place just a pinecone’s throw from the beach and MacKerricher State Park. Rates are $99–259. Dogs are $20 extra. 111 North Main Street 95437; 707/964-2402 or 800/400-7873; www.thebeachcombermotel.com.


Cleone Gardens Inn: It’s hard to define Cleone Gardens: It has an older motel feel, but some of the rooms have a fireplace, some have a kitchen, and some have garden and forest views. Wherever you stay at Cleone, you’re welcome to stroll around the inn’s well-maintained five acres with your leashed pooch. (Bring a “doggy bag,” of course.) Rates are $99–195. Dogs are $25 for the length of your stay. A second dog hikes that up by $6. 24600 North U.S. 1 95437; 707/964-2788; www.cleonegardensinn.com.


Coast Inn & Spa: Who needs a dog park with this place around? The owner permits dogs to run leashless on five tree-filled acres of land behind the lodging! It’s pretty safe from traffic. And if you want beach access, it’s only a four-minute walk away. The inn allows dogs in four of its rooms, most of which have undergone upgrades from their previous life as simple hotel rooms. You can even get spa treatments here now. Rates are $55–219. Dogs are $15 extra. 18661 Highway 1 95437; 707/964-2852; www.coastinnspa.com.


Delamere Cottages: If you’re looking to combine a romantic getaway with a blissful vacation for your dog, look no further. Admittedly, dogs and romance don’t necessarily go hand-in-paw. Dogs somehow inevitably start chewing on their private parts or making strange noises during romantic moments. But at Delamere’s two cozy oceanfront cottages, the combination somehow works.


The cottages are roomy enough so your dog can give you privacy, should you request it. Each cottage has a living room, a kitchen, a dining area, and of course, a bathroom and bedroom. One cottage has a fireplace. Beautiful gardens and gorgeous landscapes surround the cottages.


Two items Jake thought your dog should know: 1) There’s a private path that leads down to a quiet beach and cove. It’s gorgeous. 2) Dogs who stay here always get dog cookies. Rates are $175 nightly, and there’s a two-night minimum. Cash or checks are accepted, but no credit cards. 16821 Ocean Drive 95437; 707/964-3175; www.delamerecottages.com.


Emerald Dolphin Inn: The rooms at this dolphin-themed lodging are of the cozy, clean motel variety. Some even have spa tubs and fireplaces. But what dogs really dig about the place is that it’s walking distance to cliffs overlooking the mighty Pacific. Leashed dogs are welcome to take the stroll and sniff the ocean breeze. If you like miniature golf, you’ll be happy to know that the inn is home to an 18-hole miniature golf course. Dogs can’t try their paw at the game because some people don’t like dogs on the green, but if your dog can be in your arms the whole time (always tricky when playing golf, and trickier still with 90-ish-pound dogs like Jake), she’s welcome to join you there.


A free continental breakfast comes with your room. All rooms have free Wi-Fi and a small fridge. Rates are $65–190. Dogs are $10 extra. 1211 South Main Street 95437; 707/964-6699 or 866/964-6699; www.emeralddolphininn.com.


Shoreline Cottages: What a treat for the dog-lover on a budget! The cute, yellow two-person cottages at this 1920s motor court each come with a full kitchen and have a downright friendly feel to them. And the price is right, just $85–160. Dogs are $10 extra.


If you love dogs (you do, don’t you?), you may want to stay in the dogthemed Dog Lover’s Cottage. It has adorable pictures/paintings of dogs on the wall, dog/wolf-themed bedding, and even a bulletin board where you can leave a photo of your very own happy four-legged traveling companion. Your dog will feel very at home here. A big thanks to Lin Look and her sweet old Lab for cluing us in about the cottages. 18725 North Highway 1 95437; 707/964-2977 or 800/930-2977; www.shoreline-cottage.com.


Mendocino


Take your dog to New England and never leave the Golden State! Visiting this quaint village, which stood in as Angela Lansbury’s fictional Maine seaside village in Murder, She Wrote, is like stepping across the country and back in time. (Dogs can actually stay in the inn that was supposed to be her home—the Blair House Inn.)


Sunset magazine declares Mendocino the “most picturesque town,” and with its oceanside charm, beautiful boutiques, art galleries, and lovingly restored Victorians, it’s easy to see why. But your dog doesn’t care about pretty. She wants things friendly, perhaps with a bone thrown in for good measure. Fortunately there’s plenty of friendly here. And of course, there’s that mighty Pacific, which puts a smile on the snout of just about any dog.


The art galleries that help give Mendocino its flavor generally don’t allow dogs. But at least you can window-shop with your favorite canine critic. If you see something you like, the artists and gallery owners tend to be very accommodating. One art collector we know ended up having tea and toast in a gallery where she was buying several small prints. Her mutt, Rosy, got her own piece of toast and was offered a pot of tea, which she couldn’t drink because it was too warm. The artist obligingly found some ice.


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Russian Gulch State Park
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Your dog will enjoy this small, wild park whose streams drain Russian Gulch. You must leash up, though, and stay off some of the back trails here. But you can still enjoy exploring among the trees of the deciduous forest. And dogs of the leg-lifting persuasion like the fact that huge groves of willows line the gulch. In wet season, you’ll have to wade across the gulch to reach the beach, a small one with cliffs at each end. The surf is ferocious; don’t let your dog near it. Swimming in the fresh creeks is much more fun for her, anyway.
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DIVERSION


Take Your Pooch for a Paddle: Here’s a sure-fire way to get some vacation photos your friends will actually want to see: Take your dog for a canoe ride on the Big River. If your dog promises not to rock the boat too much, a canoe ride on the river can be a spectacular way to share your vacation time.


The dog-friendly Catch-a-Canoe rental shop, part of the Stanford Inn by the Sea, is home to a locally crafted redwood outrigger canoe, which is virtually untippable but still fast and easy to paddle. It’s very popular with the doggy set. But if your doggy is more than 50 pounds, you’ll have to sniff out another canoe. And you’ll be in luck, because Catch-a-Canoe also rents out “the dog canoe,” which is a bit wider and shorter than most canoes, thus a bit more stable. The shop will supply your dog with a doggy life vest, just in case. Be sure to call in advance to find out about tides and to reserve the dog canoe.


Rental rates start at $28 per adult for a three-hour rental. Children under 18 are half price. A few more tippy canoes are available for super calm dogs. You can call or go in and chat with the folks who run this place to figure out what’s right for you. 44850 Comptche-Ukiah Road, Mendocino; 707/937-0273.





The day-use fee is $8. You and your dog can pitch a tent at the 30-site campground here for $35.


As you continue on Highway 1, about two miles north of Mendocino, watch for a small brown sign marking the turnoff. There’s a dirt parking lot at the entrance. 707/937-5804.


[image: image] Friendship Park
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If your dog is bursting at the seams, this is a decent place to pull off Highway 1. Otherwise, the Mendocino Headlands is a much better deal for dogs. The park is small, but friendly to leashed dogs. You’ll find green grass, a playing field, and even some picnic tables in case your dog doesn’t want to visit the local eateries after taking care of essential business here. Friendship Park is at Little Lake Road and School Street. 707/937-4133.


[image: image] Mendocino Headlands State Park/Big River Beach
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Mendocino’s sculpted shoreline is a spectacular place for you and your dog to enjoy the sights, scents, and sounds of the Mendocino coast. Unlike most state parks, this one allows leashed dogs on the trails, which wind around the rocky bluffs and provide good views of wave tunnels and arched rocks. Fields extend along the cliff tops, so there’s plenty of room for dogs who don’t like to hover over the edge of promontories. It’s cool year-round, so even malamutes can enjoy an August romp. A sandy beach at the mouth of the Big River near the southern headlands is a tempting place to let your dog off her leash, but watch out—the place can be heavily patrolled.


It’s difficult to explore the tiny town of Mendocino without running into the headlands at every turn. Exit Highway 1 at Lansing Street and drive west. The park actually surrounds the little Mendocino peninsula, so just stop at any part that looks appealing. Parking won’t be far away. To get to the sandy beach, exit Highway 1 at the sign for Mendocino Headlands State Park and Big River Beach. Follow the signs east. 707/937-5804.


PLACES TO EAT


Gray Whale Bar and Café: The attractive porch that wraps around the Mac-Callum House inn’s main Victorian is a fun place to dine with your dog. The cuisine features seasonal vegetables (organic when possible), fresh fish, and organic meats, and the wine list showcases some excellent choices from wineries in the nearby Anderson Valley. Despite the epicurean cuisine, this is a very casual restaurant. Humans without dogs can eat inside, but on nice days, they prefer the porch tables, too. 45020 Albion Street; 707/937-0289 or 800/609-0492.


Lu’s Kitchen: Eat yummy organic vegetarian (and vegan) Mexican food in a lush garden setting with your best pal at your side. You won’t be tempted to ask to eat indoors because there is no indoors here. It’s all about outside tables. The fresh ingredients are a good match for the vines and flowers and greenery that surrounds you here. It’s a sunny place, with tasty food served by sunny people. 45013 Ukiah Street; 707/937-4939.


Mendo Burgers: Want a great burger? Come! Sit! Stay! The burgers here are so delicious that your dog will drag you here every time you visit if he gets a whiff of this place. Whether you like beef (you can opt for organic), turkey, or veggie burgers, Mendo Burgers will make you drool. Especially if you order the bleu cheese fries on the side. Dogs get embarrassed about things like humans drooling over food, but they get over it quickly if you sneak them a bite of your lunch. Thirsty dog? No problem. You’ll find a few water bowls within snout’s reach here. Lucky dogs get to make the acquaintance of Boots, the super sweet resident canine greeter. Say howdy, and then dine at any of several outdoor picnic tables. 10483 Lansing Street; 707/937-1111.


Mendocino Bakery: The food here is scrumptious and often even good for you. The bakery concentrates on vegetarian meals, and the pizza is out of this world. Dine with your dog at the many outdoor tables alongside the restaurant. 10483 Lansing Street; 707/937-0836.


Mendocino Café: Dogs love coming to this exquisite cafe, where everything is organic and delectable. They get treated beautifully, with a bowl of fresh water, lots of love (if it’s not too busy), and, if you come at the right time, a beef bone (from grass-fed beef, no less). Owner Meredith and her superb chef offer a wide range of international choices, from light and healthful to sticky and sinful. Dine with your dog on the deck overlooking the water and a garden. 10451 Lansing Street; 707/937-2422.
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The Ravens: Here’s a first: Dogs who accompany their people to this outstanding organic vegan restaurant actually get to eat indoors. We all know that health departments ban all but assistance dogs from being inside restaurants, so how can this work? Since the restaurant is part of the magnificent Stanford Inn by the Sea, and the inn allows dogs in its lobby, innkeepers have simply set up some little tables in the lobby, next to the main restaurant dining area. You will be served there just as graciously as you would be in the main restaurant. “We don’t eat animals here, so it’s an appropriate place for animals to be,” says owner Jeff Stanford.


Eating with your dog at indoor tables is an exciting idea whose time has come in California. Who knows, maybe one day restaurant patrons around the state will be asked “dog, or no dog?” the same way they used to be asked “smoking, or nonsmoking?”


The cuisine here is delicious. Even nonvegans enjoy eating at the Ravens, although your dog may be left scratching her head about where all those meaty smells have gone.


Important note: If your dog is a cat-chaser, you should take your appetites elsewhere: A few of the Stanford Inn’s cats make their living reposing around here. The Ravens is at the Coast Highway and Comptche-Ukiah Road; 707/937-5616 or 800/331-8884; www.stanfordinn.com/ravens.


PLACES TO STAY


Blackberry Inn: Pardner, you’ll feel like you’re staying in a little town in the Old West—or at least a Hollywood back lot—when you stay at this 18-room lodging on the northern outskirts of Mendocino. The place is so authentic looking that cattle dogs may wonder when the next roundup is. It looks like a little Old-West town on the outside, and inside, the rooms support the theme with names like The Sheriff, Belle’s Place, and The Saloon. Some have ocean views, which isn’t necessarily Gunsmokey, but wood-burning stoves and touches like old-timey quilts give the rooms a quaint old feel—even though the lodging was built as a motel in the 1950s.


Dogs are allowed in three of the rooms: The Land Office, The Livery Stable, and General Merchandise. Rates are $120–180. Dogs are $15–25, depending on size. 44591 Larkin Road 95460; 707/937-5281 or 800/950-7806; www.mendocinomotel.com.


Blair House Inn: The Blair House is one of the most well-known houses in Mendocino. If this Victorian mansion looks familiar to you and your dog, it’s probably because it starred as the exterior of Jessica Fletcher’s (played by Angela Lansbury) home in the TV series Murder, She Wrote. (And you thought she lived in Cabot Cove, Maine.)


The house really does make you feel as if you’re in old New England. The simple, clean elegance here is rare these days. It’s full of Swedish and American antiques, Oriental rugs, and all kinds of nifty things. But since you’re staying here with your pooch, you can’t actually stay in the house itself. That’s OK, though, because you and your dog get to stay in your very own carriage house. The Blair cottage, a one-room carriage house, is more rustic than the main house, but it’s still a charmer, with a queen-size bed, a little kitchen, a bathroom (with shower), and a small loft area up top.


The inn is a very short walk from the Mendocino Headlands. Rates for the carriage house are $150–175. Dogs are $10 extra. 45110 Little Lake Street, P.O. Box 1608 95460; 707/937-1800 or 800/699-9296; www.blairhouse.com.


MacCallum House: This is one of the most special, fun, welcoming, exquisite, first-rate places you’ll ever stay with your dog. But don’t let that scare you away: The prices are reasonable, and any size dog is warmly welcome—even large, drooling specimens such as Jake. “We’ve never, ever had any problems with dogs,” says dog-loving co-owner Jed Ayres. “They are a joy to have around.”


Just about any dog may end up drooling here: The dog-friendly attitude is so deep and firmly entrenched that even the dog-loving chef at the renowned MacCallum House Restaurant gets in on the dog-welcoming bandwagon with his delectable doggy treats made from organic goose livers. Dogs who stay here get these treats as part as a terrific dog package, which includes a fluffy plush dog bed, a towel, a sheet, soft bedding, and dog bowls. (Everything but the treats is a loaner.) Dog sitting is available, and the MacCallum House even sponsors a charity dog show on the property.


The MacCallum House itself—a Victorian mansion built in 1882—is about the only place dogs can’t stay. But there are myriad rooms, suites, cottages, and even houses on the property and on nearby MacCallum property for dogs and their people. They’re tastefully appointed—some could grace the best interior design magazines—and have a warm-yet-airy ambiance.


The barn, built in the 1880s, now houses several rooms with features that include decks, ocean views, hot tubs, and sumptuous river stone fireplaces. A handful of dog-friendly cottages dot the property. The most fabulous (and the most expensive) is the Water Tower, built in the late 1800s. It’s a three-story vertical suite with to-die-for ocean views, a two-person tub, a dry sauna, and plenty of room. Water is still stored in a tank up top, and you can see a real working well below the tower via glass on the first floor. The tower has been lovingly restored, and it is one of the most attractive of these old structures in the area. Slightly less expensive is the Greenhouse cottage, with a beautiful trellised back dining area next to a hot tub.


As if these choices weren’t enough, every suite in the four-star luxury Mac-Callum Suites, on a hill overlooking the village, is dog-friendly and stunning. The MacCallum-run vacation homes are also hits with people and their dogs: The Oceansong house is even fenced in, for extra-fun dog frolicking.


Prices for the range of accommodations are $149–399. The price includes a gourmet breakfast. (Dogs can join you on the wraparound porch of the main MacCallum House for these.) Dogs are $40 extra. 45020 Albion Street 95460; 707/937-0289 or 800/609-0492; www.maccallumhouse.com.


Mendocino Seaside Cottage: Don’t be fooled by the name: This is no little cottage, but a large oceanside inn with four spacious suites and a separate cottage that’s almost exclusively for pets and their people. How’s this for a rule reversal: “People without pets may be able to stay, but only by special arrangement,” jokes (we think) the inn’s co-owner, Linda. Dogs wag their tails hard when they stay here: They get a gift basket with treats, a food bowl, and other goodies. Perhaps the best feature for dogs is that Mendocino Headlands State Park is pretty much the front yard here. It’s a terrific place to explore with your leashed dog.


If you like an inn that caters to Romance (yes, with a capital R), this is the place for you: “You are a Special Valentine 365 Days a Year,” touts the inn’s website. The toll-free phone number even has the word “heart” in it. The suites have a honeymoon bent and a pretty feel that might not go well with a certain large yellow Lab I know (I shall mention no names, Jake), but dogs of the toy variety look perfect here. Actually, any size well-behaved dog is welcome at the inn. “We love all pets,” says Linda. “As long as their people are well behaved.”


Rates are $187–299. Dogs are $25 per stay. The inn is a few blocks from Mendocino’s “business district,” at 10940 Lansing Street, but correspondence should be sent to the inn’s business address: 1050 Wallace Drive, Redwood Valley 95470; 707/485-0239 or 800/944-3278; www.romancebythesea.com.


Mendocino Village Inn: If you love the exquisitely dog-friendly MacCallum House, you’ll be smitten by the Mendocino Village Inn. This attractive 1882 Victorian has the exact same set of dog perks as the MacCallum House (from the MacCallum’s wonderful pet basket to the gourmet treats), and the same extras the MacCallum offers humans (including a gourmet breakfast at the MacCallum House—just a short walk away—and wine and cheese). Is it coincidence? Copycatting? No, it’s just the co-owners; they’re the same for both properties. So we don’t waste ink—heaven forbid in a 1,000-page book!—just back up a couple of listings to read the details of the extras.


Dogs are welcome to stay at any of the four beautiful Mendocino Village Inn rooms that have private entrances. Play games, read, or just relax in the attractive lobby area, or enjoy some sunshine on the inn’s deck. If you simply must check emails, the inn has a computer with high-speed Internet you can use for free. Rates for the private-entrance rooms are $150–250. Dogs are $40 extra. The inn is on Main Street, but you check in at the MacCallum House, which is the address the owners prefer to give: 45020 Albion Street 95460; 707/937-0289 or 800/609-0492; www.maccallumhouse.com.


Nicholson House Inn: Stay here if you’re on a budget but want to stay in town: Rooms at this sweet house-turned-inn start at a mere $89—chicken feed for this area. The rooms and suites here are spacious and attractive, with big windows, wood blinds, and very comfy featherbeds. Your stay includes a continental breakfast. If the inn looks familiar but the name doesn’t, that’s because it was known as Abigail’s for years. Rooms are $89–135. At $239–289, suites are not quite as easy on the wallet, but they’re worth the extra dough if you like space. Dogs are $35 extra. 951 Ukiah Street 95460; 707/937-4892 or 800/962-0934; www.nicholsonhouse.com.


Retreat House: Got a few friends who want to stay in a beautiful old home in the heart of Mendocino but don’t want to pay the prices of a bed-and-breakfast or inn? You can rent this sweet, spacious three-bedroom, two-bathroom house and its charming one-bedroom, one-bath cottage for a very affordable price. (Split four ways, it can be as low as $75 per room nightly, during slow season—not including taxes or a rather steep cleaning fee.)


The main house has a living room, dining room, and full kitchen. The master bedroom offers ocean views, so whoever gets to stay there might want to consider forking over a little extra. There’s also a sauna and an indoor hot tub, for that pleasant sensation of home far away from home.


The retreat’s pretty yard is fenced, but keep an eye on your dog, because it’s definitely jumpable for pooches bent on escape. (Why a dog would want to escape from here is a mystery. Oh wait: Mendocino Burgers.)


A two-night minimum stay costs $590–790. Weekly rates are available. Dogs are $50 extra for the length of their stay, and there’s a $170 cleaning fee. (This fee is for both the dogged and the dogless.) Don’t be confused when you phone or check out the website: The rental is owned by the Whitegate Inn (not currently a dog-friendly place, but it may be once it has reopened after renovations), and that’s who answers the phone. 45130 Calpella Street 95460; 707/937-4892 or 800/531-7282; www.whitegateinn.com.


Sallie & Eileen’s Place: The dog-friendly cabin here is for women only (sorry, men) and is so sweet you won’t want to leave. You’ll sleep in a cozy loft bedroom, relax in the rich-wood-walled, big-windowed living room, and gaze out the windows of the dining nook and the comfy bathroom to the woods beyond. The place has a great energy about it, according to guests like Angela Gardner, who visited with her dog Chico.


The cabin is in the woods, and there’s a lovely path and pretty gardens on the property, which you’ll share with one other cottage (that cottage doesn’t allow dogs). Be sure to check out the swinging bench next to the tiny, fernfestooned pond. Bring a book and a cup of tea and stay a while.


The cabin, located about three miles from Mendocino, is $125 per night. Dogs are $5 extra, and children are $15 extra. (That’s a switch!) There’s a wooden hot tub here, and it’s $5 per person per day. You may see Sallie’s and Eileen’s kitties, so if your dog is an incorrigible cat fiend, you should think twice about staying here. The mailing address is Box 409 95460. You’ll get the actual street address when you make your reservation. 707/937-2028; www.seplace.com.


Stanford Inn by the Sea: Do you and your pooch love luxury, foresty surroundings, and the ocean? Have we got a place for you!


The Stanford Inn by the Sea has plenty of all three and has been dog-friendly for decades. There’s luxury: The beds are big, furnished with comfortable antiques, and the rooms all have fireplaces and French doors leading to private decks. There’s rustic scenery: The redwood inn is nestled in a grove of pines, surrounded by 11 acres. There’s water: On one side of the property is the Pacific, and on the other is the Big River.


What more could you want? Red-carpet treatment for your dog? How’s this: Dogs are provided doggy sheets so they can relax anywhere in your room and not leave it covered with their dogginess. Not enough? Okay, we’ll tell all: Dogs get the canine equivalent of a pillow chocolate—dog treats wrapped with ribbons. (Humans get the real gourmet deal.) And these aren’t just any old dog treats. They’re vegan sweet potato goodies. I know it doesn’t sound like anything a self-respecting meat-loving dog would like, but they seem to love ‘em. The inn also supplies pooches with Frisbees, bowls for water and food, and poop bags. But wait! That’s not all! Dogs are even allowed to join you at the indoor lobby tables of the inn’s superb vegan restaurant, The Ravens.


[image: image]


Humans get the royal treatment at the inn, too. Guests get to use luxurious microfiber robes, swim in the beautiful greenhouse’s heated pool or indulge in a spa or sauna there, start the day with a gourmet breakfast, and partake of wine and tasty snacks at the end of a day of adventuring. Several different styles of massage are also available, from standard Swedish to hot rock massage, and the inn even offers aromatherapy and facials. You can also take a yoga class here for just $10. Try the downward-dog posture. You and your pooch will have something to talk about when you get back from class.


Rates are $195–305. (Suites are a bit pricier.) Your dog’s entire stay will cost him $45. Additional pooches are $22.50 each. The inn is at Comptche-Ukiah Road and Highway 1. The mailing address is P.O. Box 487 95460; 707/937-5615 or 800/331-8884; www.stanfordinn.com.


Sweetwater Spa and Inn: If you and your dog want to sniff out a sweet Victorian inn in the heart of Mendocino, sniff no further. The Sweetwater is a joy for dogs and their people, and it’s right across from dog-friendly Big River Beach.


Dogs are welcome to lounge with you at the charming cottages that surround the inn. The cottages are graced by fireplaces or Franklin stoves, and two have private hot tubs. Our favorite place to stay is the Redwood Tower, one of two dog-friendly water towers. Dogs get to watch tourists and local cats stroll by in all four directions from the rooftop deck. The tower (a real former water tower) has a spiral staircase leading up to a wonderful master bedroom with ocean and river views. Downstairs is a full kitchen and cozy, attractive living room.


The cottages and water tower have access to a yard, so if your dog feels the urge to visit the WC at 3 A.M., you don’t have to get out of your jammies. Of course, don’t forget to scoop the poop.


The best part of the Sweetwater, in this human’s opinion, is its big redwood hot tub and its spa. Yummy professional massages and an oh-so-relaxing atmosphere will melt the tension out of any visitor. Another feature that makes it an ideal place to stay is its proximity to the ocean and town—and especially its proximity to the terrific Cafe Beaujolais. Dogs aren’t allowed there, but there’s nothing wrong with takeout.


If you prefer a vacation rental, the Sweetwater has charge of a few properties. In addition, the Sweetwater maintains a beautiful ocean-view lodging in Little River.


Rates for the dog-friendly rooms are $190–215. Dogs are $20 extra. 955 Ukiah Street, 95460; 707/937-4076 or 800/300-4140; www.sweetwaterspa.com.


Little River


Lots of people consider this to be part of Mendocino proper. It’s not, but with its seaside charm and dog-friendly abodes, it could be!


PLACES TO EAT


Restaurant at Stevenswood: The top-notch über-dog-friendly Stevenswood Spa Resort is where you’ll find this five-star restaurant. It has no outdoor dining, so why is it in this book? Because the people here will set up well-behaved dogs and their people with a cozy table in the resort’s lobby, immediately adjacent to the restaurant’s entrance. The Ravens restaurant in Mendocino was the first place in all of California to create a setup like this, and Stevenswood—so close by—is the only other one we know of to bend over backward for their canine diners. Leave it to good old dog-friendly Mendocino County!


As for the food, prepare to be impressed. The menu, which changes daily, isn’t long, but it’s top-notch. The restaurant is within the Stevenswood Spa Resort, at 8211 North Highway 1. 800/421-2810.


PLACES TO STAY


The Andiron Seaside Inn & Cabins: If you love the quirky, fun, and unique, there’s no better place to stay than the cabins at the Andiron. Sunset magazine calls the Andiron “a retro-chic hideout.” The new owners have brought the 11 rooms and housekeeping cabins from the 1950s into a delightful, comfy, ecofriendly, modern version of their old selves. Half are housekeeping cabins, so you and your pooch(es) can delight in home-cooked meals. Some rooms have wood-burning stoves. All are redwood, and have a super cozy, warm vibe. They’re stocked with fantastic reused furniture and textiles, old-style games, and fun goodies like telescopes and vintage View Masters.


The rooms have different themes. The “Write” cabin, for instance, comes with an old-fashioned typewriter, writing reference books, old manuscript pages as decoration, a setee from a famous (now-closed) San Francisco book store, curtains from an old library, and a chalkboard wall. It’s connected to “Read,” featuring lots of books and a mural of an old-fashioned library. (I’ll have to hole up at Write while doing the work on the next edition of this book, and at Read to read it over when it’s published.)


The owners, Scott and Madeline, have refurbished these mid-century cabins with love and terrific attention to detail. They adore what they do, and leave no bone unturned for guests. Stay here, and you get a happy hour, complete with local beers, wines, and fondue. Yes, fondue. There’s always to-die-for coffee in the morning, along with fresh, local artisan breads and jams. Dogs get a Dog Kit upon arrival. It has a sheet for the bed, a towel for damp paws, poop bags, and some treats. Hidden on the five-acre property is a most welcoming hot tub, surrounded by a little forest. The hot tub is open 24/7, and lit up at night. Magic. Dogs need to stay out of the soup, though, which is just fine with most dogs.


Rates are $89–299. Dogs are $20 extra nightly for one pooch, $30 for two, and $40 for three. 6051 North Highway 1; 707/937-1543 or 800/955-6478; www.theandiron.com.


Cottages at Little River Cove: Ever dream of a sweet little cottage with an ocean view, fireplace, warm-tone wood walls, huge windows, a deck, gourmet kitchen, down duvets, plush robes, and fluffy towels? Pretty hard to find, to be sure, but add “super dog friendly” to the mix and it’s a rare bird indeed. That’s why the Cottages at Little River Cove are so special. Not only do humans have everything they could want while relaxing in a knoll-top cottage overlooking the ocean, but dogs get great grounds to sniff around. It’s flowery, grassy, and very inviting. We’ve heard from readers who would live there if they could. And their dogs always concur. Pooches may not care about robes and windows, but they love the dog-friendly staff, and the feeling that they are truly welcome. Staffers here really love dogs, and upon arrival, supply them with a Pet Package, which includes a bed, some food, bowls, a towel, treat, and poop bags.


Feel like really treating yourself? You don’t have to make use of the gourmet kitchen, nor do you have to go out to eat: The cottages offer room service! The vegetable torta and Dungeness crab pot pie are to die for, according to a recent visitor. “It’s like someone took me from the city, and threw us into heaven, right down to the food we ate,” she wrote me. Have dessert while watching a movie on your room’s flat-panel TV via your room’s DVD player. It’s the best of all worlds here. 7533 North Highway 1 95456; 707/937-5339; www.cottagesatlittlerivercove.com., innkeeper@calrc.com.


Inn at Schoolhouse Creek: You and your dog can hunker down in one of the cozy cottages here, or at a room in a small lodge reminiscent of a 1950s motel. It’s a fun place to stay, more of a bed-and-breakfast at heart than anything else. The inn, set on eight acres of meadows, gardens, and forest, provides a mouthwatering breakfast, and wine and hors d’oeuvres in the late afternoon. If your dog promises to watch, not participate, you can even head to the top of the meadow with her to soak in the inn’s hot tub while you watch the sunset over the ocean.


On the more active side, you and the pooch can walk to Schoolhouse Creek, which runs through the eight-acre property, or cross the street and take a five-minute walk to a secluded ocean cove. This is most dogs’ favorite thing to do, but here’s one that comes in a close second: investigating the wonderful dog goodies they get upon arrival. Dog guests receive gourmet biscuits, a Frisbee, a towel, sheet, bowl, and poop bags. Such hospitality makes dogs feel utterly at home here.


Rates are $175–350. There’s a $50 dog fee per stay. The inn is at 7051 North Highway 1 in Little River. The mailing address is P.O. Box 1637 95460; 707/937-5525 or 800/731-5525; www.schoolhousecreek.com.


Little River Inn: Dogs who like deep dog-friendliness and wonderful lodgings with sumptuous views adore this seaside retreat. The inn rests on a hillside, and it is made up of many small buildings, most of which resemble elongated cottages. Dogs can stay in many of the inn’s oceanview rooms (many have a fireplace or a whirlpool bath). Dogs are now even allowed in some rooms at the inn’s main building, built in the 1850s. Just be careful to doggyfoot around the antiques.


The ocean is right across the road, and wonderful romping room is all around. The innkeepers will point you in the right direction. They love dogs. In fact, lucky dogs who stay here get a basket of pet treats, a food-and-water dish, poop bags, and special sheets to cover bedding and towels for muddy coats. If you’d like to go out for a while without your furry friend, the innkeepers will supply you with local pet-sitter referrals.


The owners aren’t the only ones here who love dogs: The resident cat, Abby Rose, often comes out from the front office to greet canine visitors. If your dog is a chaser, best keep him elsewhere while checking in. (That said, we’ve been told that Abby Rose once took on two rambunctious great danes, so she can probably handle your pooch as long as he’s not over the top with his cat obsession.)


Rates are $135–275. Dogs are $25 extra. 7901 North Highway 1 95456; 707/937-5942 or 888/466-5683 (which spells INN-LOVE, in case you were wondering); www.littleriverinn.com.


Stevenswood Spa Resort: How would you like to be pampered in a beautiful resort in a forest near the ocean? Sign me up! This four-diamond resort is modern, cozy, tranquil, and surrounded on three sides by towering redwoods. The 10 suites (it’s all suites here) are richly appointed, with the best of everything, from ultra luxe down comforters and premium 1,000-thread-count Egyptian bedding to imported cork floors and Italian espresso machines. Every suite has a woodburning fireplace, large windows, and all kinds of special touches. And speaking of touches, the Indigo Eco Spa here offers a very long list of wonderful treatments.


Lucky canine guests are not forgotten here. In fact, they get one of the best doggy VIP packages we’ve seen! Your dog gets a personalized bowl engraved with her name. You get to take that home as a souvenir. Dogs also get treats, Italian bottled water (Jake prefers California pond water), a plush dog bed, and use of leashes, Frisbees, and balls. The resort will even supply tick spray so your dog won’t give a free meal to those disgusting, blood-sucking creeps. (If you can’t tell, ticks are not my favorite animal.)


There’s plenty of room to run around—off leash!—on the resort’s 14 acres, and the surrounding parklands. A resort rep says dogs are welcome at the adjacent parklands, but these are state parks, and we’ve been told by rangers that dogs can’t officially go on the trails, so just keep an eye peeled if you venture there. If your dog is hankering to play with another dog, Zachary, the resort’s friendly black lab, loves playing with other dogs and is usually up for a swim in some of the nearby rivers and beaches.


You can dine with your dog in your suite thanks to room service from the five-star Restaurant at Stevenswood, and your dog will get a special treat when your meal is delivered. Or you can take her to the restaurant itself. Read more about this dining experience under Places to Eat. A great breakfast comes with your stay. Suite rates are $149–875. Dogs pay a $50 fee for the length of their stay. 8211 North Highway 1 95456; 800/421-2810; www.stevenswood.com.


Sweetwater Inn: This is the cute little sibling of the terrific Sweetwater Inn in Mendocino. The inn is set on a sunny hill above Buckhorn Cove. You and your leashed pooch can saunter on down to that sheltered cove for some fine dog ambles along the water. Dogs are allowed in most of the rooms here. Each has a fireplace and a fridge. Rates are $85–195. Dogs are $20 extra. You’ll have to write to or call Mendocino’s Sweetwater (a.k.a. The Big Sister) for reservations and more information. You check in at the Mendocino Inn and get directions to this one while you’re there. The Mendocino Sweetwater is at 955 Ukiah Street 95460; 707/937-4076 or 800/300-4140; www.sweetwater.com/lodging. (Click on “Little River lodging.”)


Elk


PARKS, BEACHES, AND RECREATION AREAS


[image: image] Greenwood State Park


[image: image][image: image][image: image] (See Mendocino County map)


Leashed dogs enjoy a romp on the 0.25-mile-long beach here just about as much as their people do. The sea stacks alone are worth checking out, but with 47 acres of park set along coastal bluffs, there’s more to do than just gawk. Admission is free. The park is conveniently situated beside the divine Greenwood Pier Inn. You’ll see signs for the park once you’re in the area. 707/937-5804.


PLACES TO EAT


Greenwood Pier Cafe: Dogs and their guests can sit at the outdoor tables among lettuce, herbs, and other plants growing for the scrumptious salads served here. Fresh local seafood is the specialty, but the place will tickle your taste buds no matter what you choose. The café is a fantastic addition to the four-paw Greenwood Pier Inn. 5928 South Highway 1; 707/877-9997 or 707/877-3423.


PLACES TO STAY


Greenwood Pier Inn: I drool when I think of the Greenwood Pier Inn. It can’t be helped. The place is a peaceful, spectacular work of art with one of the best locations of any inn we’ve ever come across. It’s at the top of a magnificent ocean bluff. The views of the ocean are amazing, there’s easy beach access, and the food is to die for. There’s even a big outdoor hot tub perched on a bluff. (Sorry, water dogs, but the tub is for humans only.) The inn’s cozy rooms are adorned with fireplaces, handmade quilts, and original, unique artwork. Rates are $135– 335. Dogs and extra people (more than two) are an additional $25 each. If you’re traveling with a parrot or monkey, bring them in, too! They’ve had them here before, and they’re happy to have them here again. 5928 South Highway 1 95432; 707/877-3800, or 800/807-3423; www.greenwoodpierinn.com.


The Griffin House Inn: Here’s another lodging in a to-die-for location in this fantastic little coastal area. Dogs are welcome to stay at three of the eight cottages on this hidden piece of seaside paradise. Our favorite for décor, design, and views is the Matson Cottage. The private deck alone is worth the price of admission: It’s right over Greenwood Cove. You’ll feel like Lord/Lady of the manor—of the entire ocean in fact. Inside, a gas-flame stove warms the cool coastal air, and adds a romantic, relaxing touch. Your stay comes with a delightful breakfast delivered right to your cottage. Rates for the dog-friendly cottages are $138–267. Dogs are $25 extra per stay. 5910 South Highway 1 95432; 707/877-3422; www.griffininn.com.
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