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INTRODUCTION


It’s happened! Finally! After 15 years of looking back in anger, Noel and Liam Gallagher, the heart and soul of Oasis, finally agreed it’s getting better, man, and acquiesced to give their fans what they never thought possible – a fookin’ reunion!


Since 2009, the Gallaghers’ public squabbles in interviews and social media have grown in increasingly hilarious (and hurtful) ways, keeping fans uncertain whether the band would ever share a stage again. The pair, along with the rest of Oasis, of course – a revolving cast of shadows, except for Bonehead – are responsible for two of the most successful British albums ever made – Definitely Maybe and (What’s the Story) Morning Glory? – and scores of hits still familiar to millions.


For those that dare to remember, between 1994–1999 Oasis were invincible. They gave an entire generation a soundtrack of anthems to sing and swear by, as well as a pair of real rock ‘n’ roll stars they could finally relate to. (Funny bastards, too, as you’ll soon see.) Along the way, Oasis courted controversies as often as possible, so it came as little surprise when Noel decided to slide away in 2009, causing fans all around the world to start crying their hearts out and getting their parkas all wet.


Fifteen years later, and on the eve of Definitely Maybe’s 30-year anniversary, the “Oasis Live ’25” reunion was revealed. It gave their loyal and patient fans the morning glory they all deserved. How long the reunion lasts is anyone’s guess, so it’s probably best to just roll with it!


What’s the Story is the greatest hits of the band’s best wisdom and wit, the ideal companion for when you feel mad for it and need to soak up some supersonic swagger in the sunshiiiiiiiiiine.


So, go grab your cigarettes & alcohol and pop that champagne supernova while you’re at it, because Oasis are back… and this time they’re gonna live forever.
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CREATION MYTH


In 1993, two years after their debut show in Manchester, this now-legendary rock band – fuelled by the Beatles, cigarettes & alcohol, and Colombia’s whitest export – signed a record deal with Alan McGee’s Creation Records.


It would be an era-defining moment, not just for Oasis, but for the rest of “Cool Britannia” too. Pop on your parka and bucket hat, it’s time to dive back into the 90s…
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Stone Roses 1989. I was in the crowd and I thought ‘Fuck this, I’m off to do it myself.’
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Liam, on his inspiration to form The Rain, his first band, The Telegraph, August 1997
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We were pretty nervy, but Liam immediately had that stance behind the microphone. He had that presence on stage immediately. There were probably about 10 people in the room, but there might have been 10,000 in the room in Liam’s head.
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Bonehead, on The Rain’s first gig at Manchester’s Boardwalk club in August 1991, Mojo, December 1995







Liam and Bonehead’s band, The Rain, were formed in Manchester in 1991 with original members Liam, Paul “Guigsy” McGuigan, Paul “Bonehead” Arthurs and drummer Tony McCarroll.


They played their first gig on 14 August 1991, at the Boardwalk club, Manchester.


Noel was in the crowd and liked the songs he heard – “Alice”, “Take Me” and “Reminisce” – all written by Liam and Bonehead, but never recorded.
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I didn’t know anybody else who I would desire to be in a band with except these four guys. It’s as simple as that. It’s fate I suppose.
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Noel, on forming Oasis out of Liam’s band, The Rain, interview with Caspar Llewellyn Smith in August 1994, published in Observer Music Monthly, 4 September 2009
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There was 40 people maximum there and we had a song called ‘Rock‘n’Roll Star’. People were sniggering and going ‘Yeah, course you are, mate, bottom of the bill at the Boardwalk on a fuckin’ Tuesday night.’ Pretentious arseholes is what they thought we were. We went down like a fucking knackered lift. We thought they were going to be in raptures. And it ended in this bowl of silence.
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Noel, on Oasis’s first ever gig*, interview with Phil Sutcliffe, Q magazine, February 1996


* After Liam’s band, The Rain, debuted live in August 1991 at the Boardwalk club, Noel joined the group and changed the band’s name. Oasis’s first gig with Noel was on 19 October 1991, also at Manchester’s Boardwalk.
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At first, we thought, ‘Everyone hates us and we don’t care’. Now we know everyone doesn’t hate us really, and we do care a little bit!
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Guigsy, on the band’s response to their almost immediate success, Bassist magazine, January 1998
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I’m the songwriter, the brains behind the band, the quiet, calm one. Liam’s the nutcase, and then there’s the other three. The tunes are really good and catchy, but the lyrics are shit. I don’t think that attitude’s ever gonna change, so I’m arsed, me.
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Noel, when asked to introduce the members of Oasis, Select, 11 August 1996
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Everyone expected Oasis to finish within 18 months; even ourselves, originally, because we couldn’t see how we could carry on. Now we can’t see an end to it.
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Guigsy, on the group’s reputation and longevity, Bassist magazine, January 1998
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I’m not a pop star. I’m a rock‘n’ roll star. And I’m mad for it.
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Liam, on being mad for it, NME, 12 July 1997
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I’m a miserable twat sometimes. See, all the stuff on Definitely Maybe was written when we didn’t have a record deal and I wasn’t writing with anything in mind… But now, when I write I think of what all the people…are going to read into it… Now we’re a business.
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Noel, on struggling with the lyrics for songs on (What’s the Story) Morning Glory?, interview with Ted Kessler, NME, 24 June 1995
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You’ve got to do it, you know what I mean? You can be a fucking knob like Joe Strummer and say you’re never going to do Top of the Pops. You’ve got to get on and do it and try and be as fucking big as you can. It’s all about ambition, innit?
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