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Introduction



This book will help you to achieve three things:


1 To be a confident and creative linguist


To be proficient in English at Diploma level you need to gradually build up your level of skill in reading, listening to, speaking and writing the language.





•  This new book will steer you along the path to proficiency by offering a range of texts and tasks that will provoke your curiosity, stimulate you to think and challenge you to be creative with the language.



•  As you work through the course, you will acquire strategies for writing. In doing so, you will learn to be a good communicator, a key attribute of the IB learner profile. In keeping with the aims of the IB, our book also explores concepts and issues that will enable you to become more knowledgeable, make you a more open-minded student of other cultures, and turn you into a more reflective learner.



•  We introduce and remind you of the ‘nuts and bolts’ of English language in regular Grammar features; these are linked to a grammar summary at the end of the book that covers all the key structures you need to know.



•  The core of the new syllabus includes Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and Creativity, Activity, Service and these are woven into each unit. Listening comprehension now forms part of the assessment in Paper 2 and you will find listening comprehension exercises in every unit, some of which include videos or audios for added interest.



•  Speaking activities such as role plays and debates are opportunities to be creative in the language.





2 To score the highest grades in IB English Language B


The activities in this course will prepare you thoroughly for the IB examination.





•  Coverage of the prescribed IB themes is extensive. Each of the five themes, Social organization, Experiences, Identities, Human ingenuity and Sharing the planet, has three units dedicated to it. This book incorporates new texts that are up to date and cover a range of issues past and present.



•  Reading and writing activities will prepare you for the examination by familiarizing you with a range of task types.



•  Listening passages, photographs and a variety of speaking activities will help you prepare for your listening and oral exams.



•  We link the topic content with both the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) and Creativity, Activity, Service to give you lots of practice in discussing ideas related to these important IB aspects of the Diploma programme.



•  If you are studying at higher level, we feature a dedicated literature section in every unit, with topic-related extracts for you to enjoy, analyse and reflect on, from a wide range of notable English-language writers. Your acquaintance with the work of these writers will help you to prepare for your oral discussion of one of the two literary works you will study.






3 To appreciate the range of English culture


English culture is international: many countries around the world are bound together by the common thread of the English language, yet they also vary in culture and language. We have reflected that range in this book.





•  The English in the texts and listening extracts is authentic and contains a range of local vocabulary and usage; this will help you to become familiar with the language of different countries in the English-speaking world.



•  Many of the passages show the interconnectedness of the different countries that make up the Anglophone world, reinforcing the aim of the IB to give you a greater understanding of cultural diversity.





Finally…


To get the most out of this course make sure you:





•  read and listen to English regularly, even if it is only for a short while



•  contribute fully to class discussion in English; this is how you will build up confidence in using the language



•  explore English language and culture for yourself – discovery is an essential part of learning!





Based on an introduction by Mike Thacker & Sebastián Bianchi
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Key to icons used in this book
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The audio and transcripts for texts with a Listening icon and track number can be found at www.hoddereducation.com/IBextras
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Theme 1 Social organization
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UNIT 1 Social relationships
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REFLECTION





•  Above are three images connected to social relationships. What is each image trying to communicate? Why is it necessary for people to understand these issues?



•  Think of a problem or difficulty that a group of people have in the world today. With a partner, create an image that would communicate this difficulty to others. Explain your image to the class.
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1 Population change


In small groups, discuss the following two questions:





1  What are the causes of the increases or decreases of certain age groups in a country’s population?



2  What are some advantages and disadvantages of this?





One person should take notes on your responses and then share them with the rest of the class.
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Australia at 24 million: The challenges facing a growing and ageing nation
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This week Australia’s population will reach 24 million. It’s a demographic marker sure to trigger debate about the future – some will argue for a much bigger Australia, others want far slower population growth. But the milestone draws attention to the changing profile of the population, not just the total. There’s much to celebrate in Australia’s demographic data but it foreshadows big challenges as well.


Let’s start with some positives. Maybe the brightest spot of all is our longevity. Improvements in living conditions, rising incomes and medical advances have combined to increase life expectancy at birth by about 33 years since Federation in 1901. Even since the mid-1970s life expectancy has improved by 10 years.


Females born in Australia can now expect to live 84.4 years and males 80.3 years. The Bureau of Statistics points out this is one the highest life expectancies in the world. On current trends it’s likely that one in three children born today will live to 100.


The news is especially good for men. While they still have a lower life expectancy than women, the gender gap has been getting smaller. Since the turn of the century life expectancy for men has risen by 3.7 years compared with a 2.4 year improvement for women. Economic change, especially the nature of work, has contributed to this trend. Improved safety standards have lowered the death rate in relatively dangerous, male-dominated industries such as agriculture, mining, manufacturing and construction. Also, a larger proportion of men now work in knowledge-based office jobs where the risk of early death is low. The compulsory use of seat belts has also been a factor.


Australia’s growing longevity is a decisive indicator of national progress. But longer life spans are contributing to a major challenge that officials have been warning us about for years: the ageing of the population.


In 1968, when Australia’s population was half what it is today, just over 1 million people were aged over 65 – about 8 per cent of the total. But the number of [1]_____ 65s has now swelled to 3.57 million, or 15 per cent of the population. Meanwhile, the proportion of the [2]_____ aged 14 years and under has fallen from 29 per cent to 19 per cent in that period. [3]_____ mid-century one in four Australians will be aged over 65 and about one in 14 people will be aged over 85, up from one in 50 now.


One big policy response to Australia’s changing demographic profile is the government’s plan to [4]_____ lift the retirement age, now 65, in a bid to contain spending [5]_____ the age pension.


That raises an important question: will people be healthy enough to keep working into their late 60s or early 70s?


Economists have been investigating. This month America’s National Bureau of Economic Research published research assessing the capacity of older people to work longer in a dozen developed countries including the US, UK, Canada, Japan and Spain. Overall the news is good. The researchers found ‘substantial’ additional work capacity among older people in all the countries studied, especially among 65- to 69-year-olds. In the United States, for example, economists Courtney Coile, Kevin Milligan and David Wise found the share of the population with the health capacity to work at ages 60 to 64 is about 17 per cent higher than the current level. But between the ages of 65 and 69, the difference was about 31 per cent.


‘As people live longer and healthier lives, it may be appropriate for policymakers to consider how these gains in life expectancy should be divided between years of work and retirement,’ the study concluded.


But that assumes there will be demand for employees in their 60s and beyond. Advocates for older workers claim that bias against those aged over 50 in the jobs market is endemic. This week’s demographic landmark is a reminder that will have to change.


Matt Wade


www.smh.com.au/opinion/australia-at-24-million-high-points-and-hazards-in-the-demographic-data-20160212-gmszk2.htmlchange
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A  Match the start of each sentence with the correct ending









	



    1  Maybe the brightest spot of all


    2  While they still have a lower life expectancy than women,


    3  Also, a larger proportion of men



4  One big policy response to Australia’s changing demographic profile



5  The researchers found ‘substantial’ additional work capacity







	



    a  among older people in all the countries studied.


    b  the gender gap has been getting smaller.


    c  is our longevity.


    d  is the government’s plan to gradually lift the retirement age.


    e  now work in knowledge-based office jobs.
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B  Choose a word from the box below to fill in the blank spaces numbered 1–5 in the text.
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a pensions


b gradually


c by


d while


e over


f population


g sometimes


h on


i in


j under
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Grammar


Prepositions and conjunctions of time


For


We use for with a period of time to say how long something happened. For example:





•  for a week




•  for a long time




•  for the summer






During


We use during with a noun to explain when something happened:





•  during class




•  during my summer holiday




•  She received a call during the speech.






While


We use while with a subject and a verb:





•  I was listening to the radio while I was cleaning.




•  While you were having fun, I was studying.




•  We visited a lot of museums while we were in Italy.






By


Using by in reference to time means ‘no later than’:





•  The new shopping centre should open by the end of June.




•  We will complete the project by Monday.




•  By the time you arrive, the game will be over.






Until


We use until to explain how long something continues:





•  People must work until they are 65 years old.




•  Until a new law is passed, people will continue to suffer.




•  You can use my car until yours is fixed.
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C  Use for, during, while, by or until to fill in the blanks in the following sentences:




  1  _______you were at work, I was looking for an apartment for us to live in.


  2  I want to arrive in London_______1 August.


  3  The teacher became angry because a student was eating_______the lesson.


  4  _______the winter break, I went skiing.


  5  You will continue to make mistakes_______you listen to instructions.


  6  We will be finished decorating the house_______the time Tina arrives.


  7  They have been repairing that road_______three months.


  8  The road will be blocked_______the damaged cars are removed.


  9  _______your eyes are closed, I want you to imagine that you are on a sunny beach.



10  _______an hour, you have done nothing but complain.
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D  The words listed below are often used in relation to an aging population. Copy and complete the table by writing the meaning of each word in your own words. If you do not know the meaning, look it up. Then to solidify your knowledge, write your own sentences about an aging population, where you use each of the words in the table. Try to use more than one of the words in one sentence, when you can.






	Word / Phrase

	Meaning






	1 demographic

	 






	2 life expectancy

	 






	3 gender gap

	 






	4 pension

	 






	5 retirement
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E  Go to https://n.pr/2fGeClf and listen to the audio. You will hear a radio report on the lack of housing for a Native American community living on an Indian reservation in Wyoming. Copy and complete the table by matching the name of the correct person with each statement on the left.
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F  Choose a city or country where English is the native language. Research the changes in population there over the last 30–50 years. Look for the causes and effects of those changes. Create a chart or a graph of certain changes and present it to the class.
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G  Use the information you have gained in Question F above on the changing population of a city or country and write an article based on this information. Use your graph or chart as a visual aid and analyse the data. Use subheadings for short sections of the article, such as:







    •  1990 to the present


    •  Causes


    •  Effects


    •  Recent developments


    •  Problems


    •  Solutions
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TOK Links


To what extent does ‘indigenous knowledge’ change over time?


To what extent do ‘areas of knowledge’ increase our understanding of social change?
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE


For a ’super project’, organize a group of students to work with elderly people or an indigenous population in your community.
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2 Social services





1  In the box below, there is a list of problems that can destroy a community. If you had to organize those problems into a list of which to solve first, what would your list look like? In small groups, organize the list below from 1 to 5, where #1 is the most important problem to solve first and #5 is the least important problem to solve, in comparison to the others.
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poor housing


lack of electricity


lack of clean water


poor medical services


unemployment
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2  Below is a list of personal qualities. If a person were working to solve the problems listed in Question 1 above, which qualities would be most important for them to have to be successful? Again, in your group, create a list from 1 to 5 of the most important personal qualities to have to fight social problems.
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reliable


efficient


responsible


persistent


passionate


[image: ]











[image: ]


Interview with Sarah Soloane


The author interviews a social entrepreneur and promoter of off-grid renewable energy solutions, to learn more about what has made her successful and how others can learn from her experiences


Ken Fullerton, a field specialist at PlaNet Finance and based in Johannesburg, South Africa, works in the field of sustainable development. He recently caught up with Sarah Soloane, a social entrepreneur, EnerGcare Independent Distributor, promoter of off-grid renewable energy solutions and winner of the Renewable Energy Prize at the International Micro Entrepreneurship Awards held in Paris, France in December 2014 to learn more about what has made her successful and how others can learn from her experiences and lessons.


What does your role as an EnerGcare Independent Distributor entail?


My role involves helping people in my community to have reliable access to energy, help overcome unemployment and other social problems. The EnerGcare products are affordable to many people. I am responsible for marketing and selling off-grid clean energy products and I use many different approaches to do this.


[1] ______________________


When I first started I wanted to grow myself and help people in my community. One day I want to have my own shop where I sell my products and continue to serve my community. I also wanted my people to learn about energy saving products and why they should buy and use them.


[2] ______________________


I particularly wish to serve the youth and women in my community and help to uplift their lives so that they can stand for themselves and do something for a better life. Many of my people live in bad conditions in shacks and do not have basic services. By helping them with such products I want people to learn from me, improve their knowledge and encourage them to work for themselves and be ambitious.


[3] ______________________


There are a wide range of EnerGcare products. There are products for lighting, cooking and for charging your cell phone. The product that I have been the most successful at promoting is the EcoZoom efficient cook stove. All the products are easy and safe to use, help the user save money because they are efficient, they are healthier than many of the products currently being used (such as candles, paraffin / kerosene and brazier cook stoves) and they are reliable. They are socially beneficial because they are helping people overcome many of the energy challenges being faced in South Africa such as no electricity connection, high electricity, paraffin and oil costs, and power cuts.


[4] ______________________


I use a variety of different strategies and I understand that sometimes different ones are more likely to work than others. In order to market and sell my products I make use of a wide range of marketing materials provided to me (such as EnerGcare branded banners, clothing, flyers and posters) and I use demonstration products to explain to people how a product actually works and what its benefits are. I market products in different locations such as through my church network, by going house to house and door knocking, by distributing marketing materials and through family and friends. Because of the hard work I have already put in and the efforts I have made, I am now starting to get referrals where potential new customers phone me after having heard about me from an existing customer. This shows that interest is growing and people are looking for affordable new solutions to the energy challenges they face.


[5] ______________________


My personality and who I am today has been largely influenced by my background. I grew up in a rural village and saw first-hand how hard my parents had to work to look after me. My mother regularly had to walk long distances to fetch water and collect firewood, it was difficult for me to learn due to a lack of electricity and my family had very little money to purchase candles. Since my youth I have always maintained a strong desire to help other people particularly because many families are still living in the dark.


[6] ______________________


I feel that my community thinks that they are very lucky to have me as I share knowledge and information with them and bring them solutions to their energy problems. Women, in particular, appreciate the role I play because I am sharing history with them and together we can turn the old history into the new future. After returning from Paris with my International Micro Entrepreneurships Award many of the ladies in my church group took me out to lunch to congratulate me. I found that very special.


[7] ______________________


People must do something to support and stand up for themselves if they are unable to find a job. They should not just wait for the government to do something for them as this sets a bad example to others and might not ever happen. The South African government is currently overwhelmed trying to rectify many socio-economic development challenges. I am willing to give further advice and support if people contact me like I did when I was a panel speaker at the recently held Citi Micro Entrepreneurship Awards event in Johannesburg. People can sell anything that can help them in life as they must want to support themselves and their families properly.


[8] ______________________


It was excellent, it was wonderful! Never in a million years did I ever think that I would be invited abroad and get to go to Paris to receive an award at an international ceremony. I thank God for the chance to be selected as an entrepreneur and to show everyone the potential I have to grow and continue succeeding by helping others. I will never forget the memory.


Sarah, do you have any final advice or thoughts to share?


My advice is that to be an entrepreneur you don’t always need to have a formal education. You need to have the desire to help yourself and others around you. You also need to be persistent and believe in yourself as you are likely to have challenges along the way.


Ken Fullerton is a field specialist at PlaNet Finance, based in Johannesburg. This interview first appeared on the Energy Blog.


www.ngopulse.org/article/2015/05/13/interview-sarah-soloane
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A  Some of the interviewer’s questions have been removed from the text and are listed below. Choose the correct question for the blanks numbered 1–8. There are more choices than questions asked.
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a  What has been your biggest success so far?



b  How would you describe the market for sustainable solutions in South Africa?



c  What would your advice be to other aspiring social entrepreneurs looking to make a positive impact on their communities?



d  How was the experience of attending the International Micro Entrepreneurship Awards ceremony in Paris? It must have been amazing!



e  How has South Africa changed since you became a social entrepreneur?



f  What role can women play in your community?



g  Tell us a bit more about the range of products you promote. Why are they socially beneficial to others?



h  What strategies and techniques do you use to market and sell these energy-efficient products to potential customers?



i  When you first started, what were your expectations?



j  Are there any key features, techniques or aspects that you believe define you as a social entrepreneur rather than just a ‘regular’ one?



k  How does your community feel about what you are doing and the products you are providing? Have you had positive reactions from them?



l  Why do you consider yourself to be a social entrepreneur?
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B  Words are best understood when you can see their ‘roots’ or ‘related forms’.


The root of a word is the word it comes from. For example, the root of ‘disadvantaged’ is ‘advantage’. Dis means ‘not having’. A related form is a change in a word to make it a different part of speech. For example, a related form of ‘advantage’ is ‘advantageous’.


The words listed below were used in the interview. Copy the table and, for each word, write the root of one of the words, or a related form. Then explain how the word is connected to the text. The first one is done for you.






	Word / Phrase

	Root / Related form

	Use in the text






	1 social entrepreneur

	society

	Sarah Soloane is a social entrepreneur who created her own business to help society.






	2 renewable energy

	 

	 






	3 sustainable development

	 

	 






	4 reliable

	 

	 






	5 unemployment

	 

	 






	6 responsible

	 

	 






	7 efficient

	 

	 






	8 strategies

	 

	 






	9 benefits

	 

	 






	10 potential
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C  Write answers to the following questions using would, will or would have:





1  Where would you like to go to university?



2  When will the next Olympic games be?



3  What would you have done if you were the only person who came to English class yesterday?



4  You are afraid of heights and your friend wants you to go with him to the top of the Eiffel Tower. What would you say?





Rewrite this sentence using would:





5  ‘I will wait until your train arrives,’ Nancy said.
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Grammar


Would


We use would:





•  when we imagine something:


I would like to become a doctor.



•  when we can’t do something:


I would go to the party, but I can’t.



•  sometimes as the past tense of ‘will’:


‘I will drive you to the cinema.’ – Jack said he would drive us to the cinema.


We use would have when we imagine actions in the past:



•  I would have done my homework earlier, but I had tennis practice after school.
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D  Go to www.ted.com/talks/mitchell_besser_mothers_helping_mothers_fight_hiv#t-325705 and play the video. Cover the screen or turn it away so you cannot see it – this will help you prepare for the listening part of the exam. You will hear a TED Talk on AIDS in Africa. Listen to the talk up to 4:23 and answer the questions below.





1  What is ‘the picture’ of that he describes seeing at the beginning of his talk?



2  How many people are living with AIDS in sub-Saharan Africa?



3  Why does the speaker compare the United States to a hospital in South Africa?



4  What is the assumption about pregnant women with HIV?



5  What is the reality of pregnant mothers infecting their children in the United States?



6  What are two differences between pregnant mothers’ treatment in the United States and South Africa?



7  When did treatment for AIDS begin in the United States?



8  How many babies are born with HIV in the United States each day?
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E  In groups of three or four, create a podcast of a 3–5 minute report on people in need of assistance. Have a reporter introduce the story, interview people and tie the story together. Record your podcast and play it for the class.
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F  Write an interview with someone who has worked to help improve the lives of people in a certain area of the world. Give a short introduction that includes background information on that person, then include the questions and answers.
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TOK Links


To what extent is knowledge accessible to everyone?


To what extent can the natural sciences contribute to social change?
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE


Create a website to inform your school community about communities in need of social services, such as: health care; heat and electricity; housing; employment; education. Tell people’s stories, raise awareness and attempt to get students engaged in helping these communities.
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3 Inequalities


Albert Einstein said ‘A human being is part of a whole’. What he meant was that human beings are inter-connected and that we must understand this circle of connection. What does this mean as far as inequalities in societies are concerned? Draw a picture that demonstrates how human beings are part of a whole and then explain your picture to a classmate.
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Our history
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1  In 2001, Dr. Mark Bergel was working as a health professional, part-time faculty member at American University, and consultant when he [1]             to deliver food to impoverished residents in the Washington, D.C. area. As he went home-to-home distributing food, he met families living without a secure food supply, without beds on which to sleep, and without [2]            to basic health and wellness information. He was startled by the depth of poverty, poor health, and general [3]            he witnessed in the region.



2  With no seed money but a strong conviction that we could do better for [4]            living in poverty – that we could end it – Mark decided to [5]            everything else in his life and converted his living room into a nonprofit office. He founded A Wider Circle with the mission of helping children and adults lift themselves out of poverty. His goal was to create an organization that [6]            address ‘the whole person’ – with programs that would not only tend to people’s tangible needs but also to their ‘inner needs.’



3  Using donated furniture and a handful of [7]            volunteers and health professionals, A Wider Circle furnished the homes of 774 children and adults and delivered 33 educational workshops at local shelters in [8]            first year of service. He met with social workers, shelter managers, school personnel, and nonprofit leaders in the region, exploring how to best reverse the trends of more people getting into poverty than finding a path out of it. Interns from local universities – and soon universities from across the country – joined the team each season. With each passing year, the organization became a larger and larger [9]            of the solution.



4  Today, A Wider Circle operates out of a 38,000 square-foot center, [10]            it purchased in May 2015. The organization has 50 staff members, 15 university interns, and more than 15,000 volunteers each year. It is their energy and [11]            that allows A Wider Circle to now furnish the homes of more than 16,000 children and adults each year and deliver [12]            programs to thousands of men, women, and children.



5  Though A Wider Circle has [13]            served more than 160,000 children and adults – through its educational programs and the provision of urgently needed beds, dressers, cribs, and more – Mark does not go to sleep each night on a bed of his own. Rather, he ends his 15-hour workdays by collapsing onto his couch or floor, pledging not to sleep in a bed until every child and adult in this country has a bed in which to sleep. Since A Wider Circle moved to its current location in 2008, Mark has worked seven days a week, [14]            week of the year.



6  Mark has been known to say that ‘as one of us goes, so go all of us.’ [15]            this is a powerful idea that many of us espouse, few of us live and breathe it each day. Mark’s pledge to give up his own bed means that he can say to the hundreds of men and women calling each day who have been sleeping for years on the bare floor, ‘I know how hard it is’ – and mean it.



7  The organization has come a long way since 2001 – and even since the first handful of years when it was run out of Mark’s living room with only a few interns each season. More than 500 calls per day now come in from individuals and families in need, people who want to help in some way, and from agencies of all sizes looking for assistance in serving their clients.



8  A Wider Circle has been called ‘the quintessential grassroots movement’ and has been twice named ‘one of the best’ by the Catalogue for Philanthropy. The organization is poised today to be a major part of the national movement to end poverty, to bring about an end to poverty for one individual and one family after another.





What’s in a name?





9  It’s more difficult than you might imagine to come up with the name for an organization that you hope will be responsible for helping millions of children and adults lift themselves out of poverty. That has always been the true goal here – however long it may take. And to do that, we are going to need each of us to shift our focus more toward those of us in need than we currently do. We know we can end poverty. If we were told that our lives depended on it, we would do it. Many lives do depend on it; in fact, I believe that all of our lives depend on it. And it is only by widening our understanding of how we exist and what we can do in this world that we will make it happen. That thought process made the following quote by Albert Einstein the appropriate place to go for selecting the name of the organization:


A human being is part of a whole, called by us Universe, a part limited in time and space. We experience ourselves, our thoughts and feelings, as something separate from the rest – a kind of optical delusion of our consciousness. This delusion is a kind of prison for us, restricting us to our personal desires and to affection for a few persons nearest us. Our task must be to free ourselves from this prison by widening our circles of compassion…





Mark Bergel, Founder, President & CEO
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A  Choose the word that best fits the blank spaces 1–15.







    1  a  volunteers







        b  volunteered


        c  volunteer







    2  a  access







        b  potential


        c  success







    3  a  inequalities







        b  disproportionate


        c  services







    4  a  these







        b  them


        c  those







    5  a  add







        b  hold


        c  drop







    6  a  will







        b  would


        c  wouldn’t







    7  a  dedicated







        b  questionable


        c  helping







    8  a  their







        b  its


        c  those







    9  a  work







        b  whole


        c  part







  10  a  which







        b  where


        c  that







  11  a  inspired







        b  commitment


        c  education







  12  a  educational







        b  educated


        c  educate







  13  a  too







        b  been


        c  already







  14  a  fifty-two







        b  all


        c  every







  15  a  Though







        b  However


        c  Nonetheless
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B  Choose the correct answer for Questions 1–5.





1  What was Dr. Bergel doing before he founded A Wider Circle?







    a  Converting his living room into an office


    b  Teaching at American University


    c  Living in poverty


    d  Doing research on inequality in society








2  How does A Wider Circle find furniture for people living in poverty?







    a  It is given to them as donations


    b  Social workers organize it


    c  University interns are responsible for obtaining it


    d  It is purchased through funding projects








3  To what is the phrase ‘I know how hard it is’ referring?







    a  Being a volunteer


    b  Having 500 calls a day


    c  Developing an organization


    d  Living without a bed








4  Which definition is closest in meaning to ‘come a long way’ as it is used in paragraph 7?







    a  Taken a long time


    b  Was far away


    c  Developed significantly


    d  Created more phone calls








5  How is Albert Einstein connected to the organization’s name?







    a  He also helped millions of children and adults in poverty


    b  He talked about widening our circle of compassion


    c  He said we are all limited by time and space


    d  He was as famous as the organization wants to be
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Grammar


For and since


We use for and since to say how long something happened.





•  We use for for a period of time:


I have lived here for seven years.



•  We use since with the start of a period of time:


I have lived here since 2005.





For and since are used with the present perfect:


I have been playing football since I was young.


I have played the saxophone for years.
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C  Use for or since with the words below to make a complete sentence. The first one is done for you.


It / raining / yesterday


It has been raining since yesterday.





1  Stephen / absent / work / a few days



2  / I / changed careers I / become a new person



3  Airplanes / existed / 1903



4  We / waiting / her / hours



5  I / played piano / I / very young
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D  Go to www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b09v32jk and click ‘Play’. You will hear a podcast about the inequality in pay between men and women in the United Kingdom. Listen to the podcast up to 3:20 and answer the following questions:





1  Why does the speaker begin the podcast by listing men’s names?







    a  Because they all contributed to Parliament square


    b  Because they all contributed to women’s right to vote


    c  Because they are important and from different countries


    d  Because a statue of an early feminist is about to be built next to them








2  Why does she read out a quotation from 1918?







    a  Because women are still struggling to get equal pay in the workplace


    b  Because it was exactly 100 years ago


    c  Because it was important for women getting the right to vote


    d  Because it was written in an economic journal








3  What has Sam Smithers noticed over the last three years?







    a  You cannot picture the pay gap


    b  The pay gap between men and women has not changed


    c  Progress has been made


    d  Her research has helped close the pay gap








4  Which reason is not given for the pay gap, according to Sam?







    a  Part-time work


    b  The number of hours worked


    c  Women who are fired from their job


    d  The work culture








5  How do ‘the kinds of jobs’ women are employed in contribute to the pay gap?







    a  They are lower paid


    b  They are valued less


    c  They combine to give us the gender pay gap


    d  They are connected with science and technology
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E  In small groups, role play a guided tour in a city or town where important social changes have taken place throughout its history. One person can act as the guide, highlighting important monuments or sites, while the others act as tourists who ask questions.
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F  Create a website for a non-profit organization. List the tabs at the top, such as:





•  About us



•  History



•  Testimonials



•  Quick links



•  Volunteer



•  Help us



•  Contact





Highlight one of those tabs and write the content for that page, including photos or images to complement the text.
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TOK Links


How can we know what is ethical?


To what extent is ‘shared knowledge’ biased?
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE


Organize a collection of unused items in your school and donate them to a community in need.


Organize an event at your school that promotes awareness of inequality. This could include TED-style speeches, round-table discussions and workshops.
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Literature


HIGHER LEVEL


4 Animal Farm


Animal Farm, written by George Orwell in 1945, is the story of a group of animals that rebel and take control from the human owners of Manor Farm. The novel is written from the point of view of the animals, and it is a satire on the Russian Revolution of 1917. Through the actions of the animals, Orwell tries to show how the original ideas of the Russian Revolution were ignored and led to the dictatorship of Joseph Stalin. This excerpt depicts the moment when the animals rebel and take over the farm.
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      Now, as it turned out, the Rebellion was


      achieved much earlier and more easily than


      anyone had expected. In the past years Mr.


      Jones, although a hard master, had been a



15  capable farmer, but of late he had fallen on


      evil days. He had become much disheartened


      after losing money in a lawsuit, and had taken


      to drinking more than was good for him.


      For whole days at a time he would lounge


10  in his Windsor chair in the kitchen, reading


      the newspapers, drinking, and occasionally


      feeding Moses on crusts of bread soaked


      in beer. His men were idle and dishonest,


      the fields were full of weeds, the buildings


15   wanted roofing, the hedges were neglected,


      and the animals were underfed.


      June came and the day was almost ready for


      cutting. On Midsummer’s Eve, which was a


      Saturday, Mr. Jones went into Willingdon and


20  got so drunk at the Red Lion that he did not


      come back till midday on Sunday. The men


      had milked the cows in the early morning


      and then had gone out rabbiting, without


      bothering to feed the animals. When Mr.


25  Jones got back he immediately went to sleep


      on the drawing-room sofa with the News of



      the World over his face, so that when evening


      came, the animals were still unfed. At last


      they could stand it no longer. One of the


30  cows broke in the door of the store-shed with


      her horn and all the animals began to help


      themselves from the bins. It was just then


      that Mr. Jones woke up. The next moment


      he and his four men were in the store-shed


35  with whips in their hands, lashing out in all


      directions. This was more than the hungry


      animals could bear. With one accord,


      though nothing of the kind had been


      planned beforehand, they flung themselves


40  upon their tormentors. Jones and his men


      suddenly found themselves being butted


      and kicked from all sides. The situation was


      quite out of their control. They had never


      seen animals behave like this before, and


45  this sudden uprising of creatures whom they


      were used to thrashing and maltreating


      just as they chose, frightened them almost


      out of their wits. A minute later all five of


      them were in full flight down the cart-track


50  that led to the main road, with the animals


      pursuing them in triumph.


      Mrs. Jones looked out of the bedroom


      window, saw what was happening, hurriedly


      flung a few possessions into a carpet bag,


55  and slipped out of the farm by another way.


      Moses sprang off his perch and flapped after


      her, croaking loudly. Meanwhile the animals


      had chased Jones and his men out on to


      the road and slammed the five-barred gate


60  behind them. And so, almost before they


      knew what was happening, the Rebellion


      had been successfully carried through: Jones


      was expelled, and the Manor Farm was theirs.


      For the first few minutes the animals could


65  hardly believe in their good fortune. Their


      first act was to gallop in a body right round


      the boundaries of the farm, as though to


      make quite sure that no human being was


      hiding anywhere upon it; then they raced


70  back to the farm buildings to wipe out the


      last traces of Jones’s hated reign. The harness-


      room at the end of the stables was broken


      open; the bits, the nose-rings, the dog-chains,


      the cruel knives with which Mr. Jones had


75  been used to castrate the pigs and lambs,


      were all flung down the well. The reins, the


      halters, the blinkers, the degrading nosebags,


      were thrown on to the rubbish fire which was


      burning in the yard. So were the whips. All


80  the animals capered with joy when they saw


      the whips going up in flames. Snowball also


      threw on to the fire the ribbons with which


      the horses’ manes and tails had usually been


      decorated on market days.


85  “Ribbons,” he said, “should be considered


      as clothes, which are the mark of a human


      being. All animals should go naked.”


      When Boxer heard this he fetched the small


      straw hat which he wore in summer to keep


90  the flies out of his ears, and flung it on to


      the fire with the rest.





Excerpt from Animal Farm by George Orwell
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•   Answer the following questions:





1  What led to Mr Jones drinking more?



2  What are two examples of Mr Jones’s neglect of the farm?



3  How were the animals able to get food on their own?



4  Why were Jones and his men surprised?



5  What kind of animal is Moses?



6  What was the first thing the animals did when they gained their freedom?



7  What does ‘wipe out the last traces’ mean in lines 70–71?



8  Which phrase shows the animals’ excitement in lines 30–39?



9  Why did Boxer go to get his hat?
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UNIT 2 Education
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REFLECTION





•  Create a caption for the picture above. Explain your decision.



•  In groups or as a class, discuss the following questions:


How has technology changed learning in the classroom?


Should mobile phones be banned in the classroom?


Do you think technology has had a negative or positive effect on students’ learning?


How must education change to meet the needs created by the changes in society today?
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1 Early years education


In small groups, imagine that you have been asked to create a new school. What would the school buildings look like? What would you have children learn in elementary school, middle school and high school? Explain your decisions to the rest of the class.
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First day of school: It’s the parents crying – not the children


Mothers and fathers dabbed their eyes as children got stuck into their school day
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There [1] was / were tears and sniffles aplenty on the first day of school – but that [2] was / were just the parents. Most junior infants, well-versed to a world of pre-schools and childcare, eased into their new classrooms, oblivious to much of the fuss around them.


Parents dabbed their eyes and lingered at the door for a final glimpse of their little ones, before being gently reminded [3] with / by teachers to move on. That was the scene played out [4] in / at Balbriggan Educate Together National School in Co. Dublin and repeated in many other primary schools as the new academic year got under way.


Sarah McCormack and Julie Kells admitted that most of the morning [5] had been / has been spent trying to hide their tears from their children who were both starting school today.


“I messaged Julie this morning saying, ‘[6] Are / Were you crying?’ And she replied ‘Yes: for the fifth time’,” she said.


“When they’re at home, you’re protecting them and now we’re sending them off into the world. You [7] will be / won’t be there for them. You hope they mix well and they listen to the teacher.”


Princess


Sarah’s daughter, Madison (4), meanwhile, bounced into class. She gave [8] the / a twirl as she showed off the princess dress she wanted to wear for [9] an / the occasion.


“She looks like she’s going to a wedding,” Ms McCormack laughed. “Tomorrow, she’ll be in leggings and a T-shirt.”


It was a morning of high emotion for Sorcha Maguire’s parents. She was born with Down Syndrome and congenital heart disease, [10] who / which required two open-heart surgeries when she was still an infant.


“We weren’t sure we’d ever see this day,” said her mother, Collette Maguire. “Her cardiologist said at one point that it’s only her fight that’s keeping her alive… and it’s what has her here today. She wants to be [11] as / like everyone else.”


Sorcha, carrying her favourite Mr Tumble schoolbag, giggled and played with her older brother’s hair as she waited to enter her new classroom.


“[12] There’s been / It’s been lots of emotion and excitement at home this morning,” said Collette. “The school has been great and worked closely with us to make sure it all goes smoothly. She’s more than ready. She’s the [13] most / more sociable child. She’ll be an asset to the class and loves mixing with kids.”


Anna Alecsandrescu, originally from Romania, felt conflicted as she waved goodbye to her twin daughters, Jamine and Daphne.


“I’m a bit emotional, yes. But I’m happy [14] for / to see them in junior infants. I like this school and what it stands for.”


The twins played happily with colouring books as she left. Another parent, Alexander Kuksjonok, lingered by the door of the classroom to see how his daughter Alisa was faring without him. She sat colouring in a workbook, seemingly without [15] a / the care in the world.


“I’m happy to see that she looks happy,” he said.


Routine


The fact that parents are [16] more / most likely than pupils to break into tears these days is a change [17] which / who junior infants teacher Bronagh Lavin-Dixon has witnessed over recent years.


“The children [18] have / has nearly all been to pre-school before. They are used to the routine, to sitting down, to getting into a line, asking to go to the toilet which wasn’t the case, say, 10 years ago,” she said. “The separation [19] from / to parents can still be an issue and parents can help by showing there’s nothing to be scared of, that it is a safe space and they will be back.”


Balbriggan Educate Together, like many other schools around the country, has witnessed startling changes over the past decade. It opened in 2005, just when a crisis was blowing up in the town over a shortage [20] of / with school places for foreign nationals. Many non-Irish, who [21] found / find themselves frozen out of the education system, flocked to the new primary school, along with other multi-denominational schools built in the following years. School principal Fintan McCutcheon says local Irish families were initially reluctant to send their children [22] to / in the school.


“They were fearful of their children being in a minority. They were fearful [23] for / of low standards, such as whether not having English as a first language was a dominant thing in the classroom. They felt it was too much of a gamble.”


Those concerns [24] have / had since melted away, said Mr McCutcheon. Today, the school has a mix of Irish and non-Irish which reflects the community. It is also well-resourced and benefits from being part of the Deis scheme for disadvantaged schools.


“Our children want for nothing,” Mr McCutcheon said. “We are as well resourced a school as St Gerard’s in Bray, and that’s without taking any voluntary contributions. Our standardised attainment scores equate [25] with / to the most middle-class areas in Dublin or elsewhere… We’re hugely oversubscribed with 346 applications for 48 places this year.”


Meanwhile, it’s back to the job of settling in the newcomers: there are nerves to be soothed and worries to be addressed. He heads off, not to the classroom, but to a coffee morning upstairs for frazzled parents of junior infants.


“The first day of school is not quite as daunting as it used to be for children,” he said. “That said, there can still be the odd tear or two.”


Carl O’Brien


www.irishtimes.com/news/education/first-day-of-school-it-s-the-parents-crying-not-the-children-1.3203368
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A  Select the correct option for each of the 25 pairs of underlined words in the article.







[image: ]


B  Based on the information given in the article, which of the following statements are true and which are false?





1  Parents were allowed to spend the first day at school with their children to help them adjust.



2  Children today are better prepared for primary school because they have attended pre-schools.



3  One little girl wore a wedding dress to school.



4  The parents worry about how they will mix with others.



5  Parents can help by showing there is nothing to be afraid of.



6  Since 2005, the Balbriggan school has remained the only one of its kind.



7  Irish parents were hesitant to send their children to the Balbriggan school.



8  The mix of students at the school reflects the area that surrounds the school.



9  The Balbriggan school is not as well resourced as other schools.
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C  Match the quotation on the left with the person who said it on the right.






	Quotation

	Person






	




1  “I like this school and what it stands for.”



2  “We weren’t sure we’d ever see this day.”



3  “You hope they mix well and they listen to the teacher.”



4  “I’m happy to see that she looks happy.”



5  “They were fearful of low standards, such as whether not having English as a first language was a dominant thing in the classroom. They felt it was too much of a gamble.”







	




a  Alexander Kuksjonok



b  Sarah McCormack



c  Fintan McCutcheon



d  Collette Maguire



e  Anna Alecsandrescu
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Grammar


A / an and the





•  We use a when we are talking about one item, event or action:


He bought a litre of milk.



•  We use an when it precedes a word beginning with a vowel:


An elephant likes to eat hay.



•  We use a when it is the first time we mention something:


A man approached me and asked me for directions.



•  We use the after the first time we mention something:


The man needed directions because he had never been to New York.



•  We use the when referring to something specific:


You will find an extra blanket in the closet.



•  We use the when we are familiar with the person, place or thing:


The floor needs to be cleaned.



•  We use the with the verb forms of go to:


He went to the bank to deposit some money.
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D  Fill in the blanks with either a, an or the.


Last night, I went for [1]             walk. It was late and I couldn’t see [2]             fence they had put up around the park, so I walked right into it. I cut my arm and knew I had to see [3]             doctor. There was no one around to ask for help and I did not have [4]             phone. Luckily, I remembered that [5]             old friend of mine lived near [6]             park, and so I walked to his house. When I rang [7]             doorbell at his house, I heard [8]             dog barking inside. [9]             dog’s voice sounded like it was from [10]             very large dog, but when my friend opened the door, he laughed and said he didn’t have [11]             dog. Instead of [12]             sound of [13]             bell, [14]             doorbell made [15]             sound of [16]             dog barking.
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E  Go to https://n.pr/1ZfIZzs and click ‘Play’. You are going to hear a radio broadcast on the importance of recess for young children. Listen to the report and answer the questions below.





1  Where is the elementary school that is being talked about in the report?



2  How often do kindergarteners and first graders get recess at Eagle Mountain Elementary School?





Copy and complete the table and identify who says which of the following statements:
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F  To what extent is Mandela’s statement below true?


Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.


Nelson Mandela


Why and how is education important? Make notes on your thoughts about this. Then, in groups of four or five, have a round-table discussion about the topic. Consider the following:





•  Pre-school and primary school education



•  High-school programmes



•  University education



•  Education outside the classroom



•  Preparation for the real world



•  Inequality in educational opportunities
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G  Look again at the article on the first day of school. What do you notice about the way it was written? What is different about a newspaper article such as this one and another form of writing?


Imagine that you are a reporter for your school’s newspaper and you have been asked to write an article on the first day of school. Interview three or four people about their experiences on the first day at a new school. Use the information you gather to write your article. Take notes so that you can include quotations from the people you speak to. Remember:





•  Give the article a heading.



•  Start with a description of a scene then explain the topic of the article.



•  Use a mixture of quotations and explanation to develop the article’s ideas.



•  End the article with something that refers back to your beginning.
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TOK Links


To what extent does emotion affect our ability to acquire knowledge?


Where do ‘personal knowledge’ and ‘shared knowledge’ overlap in schools?
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE


What type of ‘super project’ could a student organize with the primary section at his / her own school? What type of problems might children in that community face that older students could assist them with?
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2 Language and education





1  Write the following words in your native language:







    •  night


    •  water


    •  mother


    •  home


    •  family








2  Share your words with other students and look for similarities and differences. Discuss why those similarities and differences might exist. What are other similarities and differences between your mother tongue and the English language?
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Why learning a language is hard & how to make it easier
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If you’re struggling to learn a new language, breathe, you’re not alone. Adults famously find language learning more difficult than children, whose super-flexible brains actually grow the connections necessary to learn an additional language.


But, why is it so hard to learn a foreign language, anyway? Put simply, it’s hard because it challenges both your mind (your brain has to construct new cognitive frameworks) and time (it requires sustained, consistent practice). But there’s more to it than that.


In this article we’ll explore three major factors that make language learning difficult – and give you six tips to make it that much easier; to put a little spring in your language learning step!


The brain itself


Have you ever wondered why some people sail through Spanish and others can barely mutter ‘hola’? Well, there is research which suggests that our own brain’s unique wiring can pre-determine language success. In a study conducted at McGill University, participants’ brains were scanned before and after undergoing an intensive 12-week French course. Researchers [1]             that stronger connections between brain centers involved in speaking and reading were seen in the better-performing participants. While this could [2]             that some people are simply cognitively better equipped for language learning, it doesn’t mean that everyone shouldn’t try (and yes, it really is that good for you)!


[Example] ______________________


After-work classes, studying abroad, apps, talking with your foreign partner, working overseas, taking an intensive language [3]             – there are so many ways to learn a language. However, it’s clear that because adults have to, you know, be adults, we simply can’t learn ‘implicitly’ as young children do, by following around a nurturing native speaker all day. Unfortunately, our more sophisticated grown-up brains [4]             in the way of learning.


As adults, we tend to learn by accumulating vocabulary, but often don’t know how each piece interacts to form grammatically correct language. Research from MIT even suggests that adults’ tendency to over-analyze hinders their ability to pick [5]             a foreign language’s subtle nuances, and that straining harder and harder will not result in better outcomes.


Voxy’s Katie Nielson blames this on the idea of ‘language as object’. ‘In history class, you start chronologically and you use dates in order of how things happened. That’s just not how language-learning works,’ she says. ‘You can’t memorize a bunch of words and rules and expect to speak the language. Then what you have is knowledge of “language as object”. You can describe the language, but you can’t use it.’


It’s better, she says, to consider the process ‘skill learning’ (something you do), rather than ‘object learning’ (something you know). The remedy? Lose the perfection. Get messy in your learning – whether via app, class or travel – be happy to make mistakes and realize that you will feel silly at times.


[A] ______________________


We empathize! It’s not easy to learn a language vastly different than your own (think English speakers struggling with Korean, or a Thai native wrestling with Arabic). Interestingly, studies show that these difficulties are not due to personal aversions to challenge, but rather, to neurological preferences. Research at Donders Institute and Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics indicates that our brains are not indifferent to the similarities between languages, and will reuse our native tongue’s grammar and characteristics to make sense of a similarly-structured foreign language. Professor of psycholinguistics Nuria Sagarra agrees that learners of vastly differing languages have a greater challenge ahead: ‘If your native language is more similar to the foreign language (e.g. your native language has rich morphology and you are learning a different rich morphology, such as a Russian learning Spanish), things will be easier.’


[B] ______________________


While learning a language will never be 100 per cent easy – nothing truly worthwhile is – it can definitely be enjoyable and successful. So what can you do? Luckily, a lot!


[C] ______________________


Why are you learning this language? For professional reasons? Pleasure? To communicate with family? With your goal in mind, actively search for opportunities to learn what you need and filter out what you don’t (for example, vocabulary for talking about your work is very different to that necessary to navigate North America on a road trip). Focusing on your overall learning goal will help you combat burnout when it comes.


[D] ______________________


While our brains are no longer as flexible as kids’ are, we can be as curious as them! Immersion and play are key, and for adults excellent approaches are taking a class in your language (French cooking in French or salsa in Spanish) or going on a study abroad program that combines language learning with travel and cultural immersion.


[E] ______________________


Already know one foreign language? Give yourself a head start by diving into a relatively (or very!) similar one (e.g., Portuguese / Spanish or Dutch / German or Norwegian / Swedish / Danish). Your previous learning experience will help you filter this new language more effectively.


[F] ______________________


‘You need motivation to repeatedly seek out new language learning experiences, and motivation has been consistently tied to language learning success,’ says Angela Grant, from Pennsylvania State University. Find yours by buying your plane tickets right away, having a lovely notebook for class, exploring your city with a language exchange partner or making a ritual of doing your homework in a favorite coffee shop.


[G] ______________________


Come face to face with new input as much as possible! Change the language on your social media accounts, computer and phone. Download movies, listen to music and podcasts; read novels, non-fiction and magazines; watch documentaries and cook from foreign recipes.


[H] ______________________


Remember, you’re learning a skill, not an object. Relish the ridiculous moments, especially during the first months, and do not fear failure or embarrassment. Make peace with the fact that your accent isn’t perfect and you don’t understand everything. None of this matters in the long run. What matters is commitment!


Erin


www.ef.com/blog/language/why-learning-a-language-is-hard
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A  The blog is separated into sections with subheadings. All of those headings have been removed, except for the first one, ‘The brain itself’. Match each heading below to the section of the blog you feel is the best fit. The first one is done for you.




0  How we learn = Example




1  Know your goals and yourself



2  Two for one



3  Get surrounded



4  Realize that it’s messy



5  Similarities between languages



6  Tips to make your journey easier



7  Find child-like joy



8  Motivate yourself
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B  Individual words have been removed from sentences in paragraphs 4–6. Choose the correct word from the box below to insert into each blank space. There are more words in the box than necessary to complete the exercise.
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a course


b say


c on


d found


e get


f mean


g teacher


h up


i become


j saw
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C  Answer the following questions about the blog:





1  Why does the writer say ‘breathe’ in line 1?







    a  To explain their nervousness


    b  To ease people’s fears


    c  To make people read on


    d  To try to be funny








2  Why is it easier for children than adults to learn a language?







    a  Because they can follow around native speakers all day


    b  Because they use the language when they play


    c  Because their brains are different


    d  Because they have more of a need to learn a language








3  What are two reasons it is difficult to learn a language as an adult?







    a  Your mind and time


    b  Your mind and money


    c  Your native language and grammar


    d  Your native language and travel








4  Why is it easier to learn a language similar to your mother tongue?







    a  Because you can empathize


    b  Because of research done at the Donders Institute


    c  Because our brains are different


    d  Because of a similar language structure








5  What does ‘filter out’ mean in the paragraph headed ‘C’?







    a  Eliminate


    b  Exit


    c  Create


    d  Hesitate
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D  Read the completed sentences below, and then use the information given to complete each sentence starter using the comparative form -er or more. For example:


Jack can run a mile in 6 minutes and 4 seconds. Ron can run a mile in 5 minutes and 53 seconds.


Ron is faster than Jack.





1  I tied the boat tightly to the dock, but the captain said it was not tight enough.


The captain wanted me to…



2  Some people find chess boring. They prefer playing cards.


Some people…



3  On Wednesday, the weather was not nice. On Thursday, it was very nice.


The weather…



4  My maths exam was difficult and my French exam was easy.


My maths exam…



5  Pizza delivery is slow. It takes 45 minutes for them to deliver a pizza when I can pick it up in 20 minutes.


It is…
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Grammar


Comparatives with -er or more


When we want to compare two things, in general we add -er to a short word of one syllable and we use more for words with two or more syllables. For example:


-er


fast – faster


kind – kinder


big – bigger


more


slowly – more slowly


interesting – more interesting


enjoyable – more enjoyable
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E  ‘Spoken word’ poetry is an oral reading of a poem, where emphasis is placed on word play, intonation and use of voice. It can become more of a dramatic reading, or a performance. In the 1980s, spoken word poetry grew in popularity with the founding of ‘poetry slams’. Poetry slams are open competitions of dramatic readings of poems where people compete for the best reading of a poem. Listen to Taylor Mali’s well-known spoken word poem ‘What Teachers Make’. Mali is a former middle school teacher who wrote the poem in response to a comment he heard at a dinner party where someone repeated an old cliché: ‘Those who can, do; those who can’t, teach.’


Listen to the poem at https://youtu.be/RGKm201n-U4 and then answer the questions that follow.





1  What does Taylor Mali mean when he says ‘I decide to bite my tongue’?







    a  Not to become a lawyer


    b  Not to eat any more


    c  Not say anything in response


    d  Not to continue being a teacher








2  When the lawyer asks Taylor ‘What do you make?’, what does he mean?







    a  How much money do you make?


    b  How much of a difference do you make?


    c  How do you make students learn?


    d  What do you make of my job?








3  When Taylor says he can make ‘an A– feel like a slap in the face’, what does he want from his students?







    a  He wants them to behave


    b  He wants them not to like him


    c  He wants them to be honest


    d  He wants them to feel they can do better








4  Why does he say he makes students ‘apologize and mean it’?







    a  Students are often mean


    b  Students often criticize others


    c  Students sometimes apologize and don’t mean it


    d  Students would rather say it than write it








5  What does he mean when he says ‘Let me break it down for you’?







    a  That the educational system is broken


    b  That he wants to say it simply


    c  He wants everyone to make a difference


    d  That he is frustrated










[image: ]


F  Work with a partner to create a dialogue where one person interviews the other about one of the following topics:





•  The importance of learning other languages



•  The difficulties of learning another language



•  The importance of one’s language to his / her culture



•  The power of words



•  Tips and tricks to learning a language
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G  Choose one of the following writing exercises:







    1  Write a blog for people who want to learn English.







        •  Create an introduction on the importance of learning English.


        •  Write four headings that highlight important points to consider when learning a language.


        •  Finish with a small paragraph offering encouragement.







    2  Write and deliver a spoken word poem on one of the following:







        •  The importance of school for everyone


        •  Racism in school


        •  Bullying in school


        •  The importance of a good teacher


        •  The importance of a good subject


        •  The difficulty, or beauty, of a particular subject


        •  The importance of working together


        •  What learning means







You could follow Taylor Mali’s structure, where you begin with what someone has said about the topic, and then your response. Think of the following questions about your chosen topic to generate ideas:







        •  Why is this important?


        •  What are good examples of this topic?


        •  What creates problems?


        •  How can we solve them?


        •  What are the key words related to this topic?


        •  Remember to write it like a poem, with lines and stanzas, and possibly rhyme, but also think about how you would read it; which words you would emphasize and where you would pause.
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TOK Links


To what extent does language shape our reasoning?


To what extent does language create bias?
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CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, SERVICE


Is there a group of people in the city or town where you live that you and other students could go to and help them learn English?


Are there opportunities for groups of people to come to your school and engage in or observe activities or performances that they would enjoy and would enable them to enhance their English?


How could social media or technology be used in your school to help people learn English?
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3 Graduation



Why do you think students graduating from certain schools wear caps and gowns? How are graduation ceremonies different in different countries? Look up the reasons behind one of these traditions and share them with the class.
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J.K. Rowling’s Harvard Commencement speech
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  1  President Faust, members of the Harvard Corporation and the Board of Overseers, members of the faculty, proud parents, and, above all, graduates.


  2  The first thing I would like to say is ‘thank you.’ Not only has Harvard given me an extraordinary honour, but the weeks of fear and nausea I have endured at the thought of giving this Commencement address have made me lose weight. A win–win situation! Now all I have to do is take deep breaths, squint at the red banners and convince myself that I am at the world’s largest Gryffindor reunion.


  3  Delivering a Commencement address is a great responsibility; or so I thought until I cast my mind back to my own graduation. The Commencement speaker that day was the distinguished British philosopher Baroness Mary Warnock. Reflecting on her speech has helped me enormously in writing this one, because it turns out that I can’t remember a single word she said. This liberating discovery enables me to proceed without any fear that I might inadvertently influence you to abandon promising careers in business, the law or politics for the giddy delights of becoming a gay wizard.


  4  You see? If all you remember in years to come is the ‘gay wizard’ joke, I’ve come out ahead of Baroness Mary Warnock. Achievable goals: the first step to self improvement.


  5  Actually, I have wracked my mind and heart for what I [1]             to say to you today. I have asked myself what I [2]             I had known at my own graduation, and what important lessons I have learned in the 21 years that have expired [3]             that day and this.


  6  I have come up with two answers. On this wonderful day when we are [4]             together to celebrate your academic success, I [5]             decided to talk to you about the benefits of failure. And as you stand on the threshold of what is sometimes called ‘real life’, I want to extol the crucial importance of imagination.


  7  These may seem quixotic or paradoxical choices, but please bear with me.


  8  Looking back at the 21-year-old that I was at graduation, is a slightly uncomfortable experience for the 42-year-old that she has become. Half my lifetime ago, I was striking an uneasy balance between the ambition I had for myself, and what those closest to me expected of me.


  9  I was convinced that the only thing I wanted to do, ever, was to write novels. However, my parents, both of whom came from impoverished backgrounds and neither of whom had been to college, took the view that my overactive imagination was an amusing personal quirk that would never pay a mortgage, or secure a pension. I know that the irony strikes with the force of a cartoon anvil, now.



10  So they hoped that I would take a vocational degree; I wanted to study English Literature. A compromise was reached that in retrospect satisfied nobody, and I went up to study Modern Languages. Hardly had my parents’ car rounded the corner at the end of the road than I ditched German and scuttled off down the Classics corridor.





***********************************





11  Ultimately, we all have to decide for ourselves what constitutes failure, but the world is quite eager to give you a set of criteria if you let it. So I think it fair to say that by any conventional measure, a mere seven years after my graduation day, I had failed on an epic scale. An exceptionally short-lived marriage had imploded, and I was jobless, a lone parent, and as poor as it is possible to be in modern Britain, without being homeless. The fears that my parents had had for me, and that I had had for myself, had both come to pass, and by every usual standard, I was the biggest failure I knew.



12  So why do I talk about the benefits of failure? Simply because failure meant a stripping away of the inessential. I stopped pretending to myself that I was anything other than what I was, and began to direct all my energy into finishing the only work that mattered to me. Had I really succeeded at anything else, I might never have found the determination to succeed in the one arena I believed I truly belonged.


https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2008/06/text-of-j-k-rowling-speech/
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A  Some of the following words have been removed from the text. Choose the word that best fits each blank space (1–5), both in meaning and grammatically.
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a had


b between


c gathered


d have


e also


f probably


g wish


h for


i ought


j between
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B  Answer the following questions:





1  Why does J.K. Rowling say it’s a ‘win–win situation’ in the second paragraph?



2  How did Baroness Mary Warnock’s speech help J.K. Rowling’s?



3  Which word in paragraph 4 or 5 means ‘searched’?



4  Which word in paragraph 7 or 8 is closest in meaning to ‘goals’?



5  How did failure actually help J.K. Rowling?
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C  Match each beginning of a sentence on the left with the correct ending on the right. There are more endings than necessary.






	




1  I was striking an uneasy balance between…



2  The world is quite eager…



3  A compromise was reached that…



4  I was convinced that…



5  Failure meant…







	



    a  in retrospect satisfied no one.


    b  satisfied my parents.


    c  what I wanted to do and what I thought I should do.


    d  I was a failure.


    e  the only thing I wanted to do was write novels.


    f  that period of my life was a dark one.


    g  the ambition I had for myself and what those closest to me expected.


    h  to give you a set of criteria if you let it.


    i  a stripping away of the inessential.


    j  to see you fail
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Grammar


Parallelism


Parallelism is used to balance the structure of a sentence so that pairs or groups of words are written in a similar form.


Parallelism is used in a list or a series:





•  Incorrect: Sofia likes to ride a bike, play the piano and talking to her friends.



The verbs have to follow the same pattern: to ride … play … and talk.



•  Correct: Sofia likes to ride a bike, play the piano and talk to her friends.
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