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INTRODUCTION


Map: Paris Map Overview


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Map: Map Legend


Planning


TRAVEL SMART


TRIP COSTS


WHEN TO GO


KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Traveling as a Temporary Local


Paris—the City of Light—has been a beacon of culture for centuries. As a world capital of art, fashion, food, literature, and ideas, it stands as a symbol of all the fine things human civilization can offer. Come prepared to celebrate this, rather than judge our cultural differences, and you’ll capture the romance and joie de vivre that this city exudes.


Paris offers sweeping boulevards, chatty crêpe stands, chic boutiques, and world-class art galleries. Sip decaf with deconstructionists at a sidewalk café, then step into an Impressionist painting in a tree-lined park. Climb Notre-Dame and rub shoulders with a gargoyle. Cruise the Seine, zip to the top of the Eiffel Tower, and saunter down Avenue des Champs-Elysées. Master the Louvre and Orsay museums. Save some after-dark energy for one of the world’s most romantic cities.


ABOUT THIS BOOK


Rick Steves Paris 2017 is a personal tour guide in your pocket. Better yet, it’s actually three tour guides in your pocket: The co-authors of this book are Steve Smith and Gene Openshaw. Steve has been traveling to France—as a guide, researcher, homeowner, and devout Francophile—every year since 1985. Gene and I have been exploring the wonders of the Old World since our first “Europe through the gutter” trip together as high school buddies in the 1970s. An inquisitive historian and lover of European culture, Gene wrote most of this book’s self-guided museum tours and neighborhood walks. Together, Steve, Gene, and I keep this book current (though, for simplicity, from this point “we” will shed our respective egos and become “I”).


The book divides Paris into convenient neighborhoods (shown on “Paris Map Overview” on page XVIII). In this book, you’ll find the following chapters:


[image: Image]


Use this legend to help you navigate the maps in this book.


Orientation to Paris has specifics on public transportation, helpful hints, local tour options, easy-to-read maps, and tourist information. The “Planning Your Time” section suggests a schedule for how to best use your limited time.


Sights in Paris describes the top attractions and includes their cost and hours.


The Self-Guided Walks cover six of Paris’ most intriguing neighborhoods: Historic Paris (including Notre-Dame and Sainte-Chapelle), Rue Cler (near the Eiffel Tower), the Left Bank, the Champs-Elysées, the Marais, and Montmartre.


The Self-Guided Tours lead you through Paris’ most fascinating museums and sights: the Louvre, Orsay, Orangerie, Eiffel Tower, Rodin Museum, Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb, Marmottan, Cluny, Picasso Museum, Pompidou Center, and Père Lachaise Cemetery. The Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour gives you an inexpensive overview of the city.


Sleeping in Paris describes my favorite hotels in five appealing neighborhoods (plus hotels convenient to Paris’ two main airports), from good-value deals to cushy splurges.


Eating in Paris serves up a buffet of options, from inexpensive cafés to romantic bistros, arranged by neighborhood, plus a listing of historic cafés.


Paris with Children includes my top recommendations for keeping your kids (and you) happy, along with information for visiting Disneyland Paris.


Shopping in Paris gives you tips for shopping painlessly and enjoyably, without letting it overwhelm your vacation or ruin your budget. Read up on Paris’ great department stores, neighborhood boutiques, flea markets, outdoor food markets, and arcaded, Old World shopping streets. Try the suggested boutique strolls on Place de la Madeleine, in the Left Bank, and on Rue des Martyrs.


Entertainment in Paris is your guide to fun, including live music, driving tours, and the best night walks and river cruises. You’ll also find information on how to translate Pariscope, the weekly entertainment guide.


Paris in Winter provides tips on how to enjoy the City of Light during the wonderfully untouristy holiday season and beyond.


Paris Connections lays the groundwork for your arrival and departure, covering transportation by train (including the Eurostar to London) and plane, with detailed information on Paris’ two major airports (Charles de Gaulle and Orly), a remote airport (Beauvais), and Paris’ seven train stations.


Day Trips include the great châteaux of Versailles (with a self-guided tour), Vaux-le-Vicomte, Fontainebleau, and Chantilly; Chartres’ majestic cathedral (with a self-guided tour and a town walk); and the Impressionist retreats of Claude Monet’s Giverny and Vincent van Gogh’s Auvers-sur-Oise. For those who like to linger, I list accommodations near most of these sights.


France: Past & Present gives you a quick overview of the country’s tumultuous history and contemporary challenges.


The Practicalities chapter near the end of this book is a traveler’s tool kit, with my best advice about money, sightseeing, sleeping, eating, staying connected, and transportation.


The appendix has the nuts and bolts: useful phone numbers and websites, a holiday and festival list, recommended books and films, a climate chart, a handy packing checklist, a guide to pronouncing Parisian landmarks, and French survival phrases.


Throughout this book, you’ll find money- and time-saving tips for sightseeing, transportation, and more. Some businesses—especially hotels and walking tour companies—offer special discounts to my readers, indicated in their listings.


Browse through this book and select your favorite sights. Then have a trip that’s truly formidable! Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar. As you visit places I know and love, I’m happy that you’ll be meeting my favorite Parisians.


Planning


This section will help you get started planning your trip—with advice on trip costs, when to go, and what you should know before you take off.



Key to This Book


Updates


This book is updated every year—but things change. For the latest, visit www.ricksteves.com/update.


Abbreviations and Times


I use the following symbols and abbreviations in this book:


Sights are rated:
















	▲▲▲

	Don’t miss






	▲▲

	Try hard to see






	▲

	Worthwhile if you can make it






	No rating

	Worth knowing about









Tourist information offices are abbreviated as TI, and bathrooms are WCs. Accommodations are categorized with a Sleep Code (described on here); eateries are classified with a Restaurant Price Code (here). To indicate discounts for my readers, I include RS% in the listings.


Like Europe, this book uses the 24-hour clock. It’s the same through 12:00 noon, then keeps going: 13:00, 14:00, and so on. For anything over 12, subtract 12 and add p.m. (14:00 is 2:00 p.m.).


When giving opening times, I include both peak season and off-season hours if they differ. So, if a museum is listed as “May-Oct daily 9:00-18:00,” it should be open from 9 a.m. until 6 p.m. from the first day of May until the last day of October (but expect exceptions).


A [image: image] symbol in a sight listing means that the sight is described in greater detail elsewhere—either with its own self-guided tour, or as part of a self-guided walk. A [image: image] symbol indicates that a free, downloadable self-guided audio tour is available.


For transit or tour departures, I first list the frequency, then the duration. So, a train connection listed as “2/hour, 1.5 hours” departs twice each hour and the journey lasts an hour and a half.





TRAVEL SMART


Your trip to Paris is like a complex play—it’s easier to follow and really appreciate on a second viewing. While no one does the same trip twice to gain that advantage, reading this book in its entirety before your trip accomplishes much the same thing.


Design an itinerary that enables you to visit sights at the best possible times. Note festivals, holidays, street-market days, specifics on sights, and days when sights are closed or most crowded (all covered in this book). You can wait in line at the Louvre, or—with a Paris Museum Pass and some planning ahead—zip through without breaking a sweat. Day-tripping to Versailles on Monday is bad, since it’s closed—but it’s not recommended on Tuesday either, when the Louvre is closed and tourist mobs storm the palace. Designing a smart trip is a puzzle—a fun, doable, and worthwhile challenge.


Make your itinerary a mix of intense and relaxed stretches. Every trip—and every traveler—needs slack time (laundry, picnics, café-sitting, and so on). Pace yourself. Assume you will return.


Even with the best-planned itinerary, you’ll need to be flexible. Update your plans as you travel. Though I encourage you to disconnect from life back home and immerse yourself in the French experience, you can get online or call ahead to learn the latest on sights (special events, tour schedules, and so on), book tickets and tours, make reservations, reconfirm hotels, and research transportation connections.


Enjoy the friendliness of the French people. Connect with the culture. Learn a new French expression each day and practice it. Cheer for your favorite bowler at a boules match, leave no chair unturned in your quest for the best café, find that perfect Eiffel Tower view, and make friends with a crêpe stand. Slow down to appreciate the sincerity of your Parisian hosts, and be open to unexpected experiences. Ask questions—most locals are eager to point you in their idea of the right direction. Keep a notepad in your pocket for confirming prices, noting directions, and organizing your thoughts. Wear your money belt, learn the currency, and figure out how to estimate prices in dollars. Those who expect to travel smart, do.


TRIP COSTS


Five components make up your trip costs: airfare to Europe, transportation in Europe, room and board, sightseeing and entertainment, and shopping and miscellany.


Airfare to Europe: A basic round-trip flight from the US to Paris can cost, on average, about $1,000-2,000 total, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter). If Paris is part of a longer European trip, consider saving time and money by flying into one city and out of another; for instance, into Paris and out of Rome. Overall, Kayak.com is the best place to start searching for flights on a combination of mainstream and budget carriers.


Transportation in Europe: For a typical one-week visit, allow about $65 for Métro tickets and a couple of day trips by train. To get between Paris and either major airport, figure $30-125 round-trip, depending on which option you choose.


Room and Board: You can manage comfortably in Paris in 2017 on $195 a day per person for room and board. This allows $15 for breakfast, $20 for lunch with a drink, $50 for dinner with drinks, and $110 for lodging (based on two people splitting the cost of a $220 double room). If you’ve got more money, I’ve listed great ways to spend it. Students and tightwads can enjoy Paris for as little as $70 a day ($35 for a bed, $35 for meals and snacks).




The Language Barrier and That French Attitude


You’ve no doubt heard that Parisians are “mean and cold and refuse to speak English.” This is an out-of-date preconception left over from the days of Charles de Gaulle. Parisians are as friendly as any other people, and no more disagreeable than New Yorkers. Like many big cities, Paris is a melting pot of international cultures; your evening hotel receptionist is just as likely to speak French with an accent as not. Without any doubt, Parisians speak more English than Americans speak French. Be reasonable in your expectations: French waiters are paid to be efficient, not chatty. And Parisian postal clerks are every bit as speedy, cheery, and multilingual as ours are back home.


My best advice? Slow down. The biggest mistake most Americans make when traveling in France is trying to do too much with limited time. Hurried, impatient travelers who miss the subtle pleasures of people-watching from a sun-dappled café often misinterpret French attitudes. By slowing your pace and making an effort to understand French culture by living it, you’re more likely to have a richer experience. With the five weeks of paid vacation and 35-hour work week that many French workers consider as nonnegotiable rights, your hosts can’t fathom why anyone would rush through their vacation.


Parisians take great pride in their customs, clinging to the sense of their own cultural superiority. Let’s face it: It’s tough to keep on smiling when you’ve been crushed by a Big Mac, Mickey-Moused by Disney, and drowned in Starbucks coffee. Your hosts are cold only if you decide to see them that way. Polite and formal, the French respect the fine points of culture and tradition. In Paris, strolling down the street with a big grin on your face and saying hello to strangers is a sign of senility, not friendliness (seriously). Parisians think that Americans, while friendly, are hesitant to pursue more serious friendships. Recognize sincerity and look for kindness. Give them the benefit of the doubt.


Communication difficulties are exaggerated. To hurdle the language barrier, start with the French survival phrases in this book (see the appendix). Bring a small English/French dictionary and/or a phrase book (look for mine, which contains a dictionary and menu decoder), a menu reader, and a good supply of patience. In transactions, a small notepad and pen minimize misunderstandings about prices; have vendors write the price down.


Though many French people—especially those in the tourist trade and in big cities—speak English, you’ll get better treatment if you use French pleasantries. If you learn only five phrases, try these: bonjour (good day), pardon (pardon me), s’il vous plaît (please), merci (thank you), and au revoir (good-bye). The French value politeness. Begin every encounter with “Bonjour (or S’il vous plaît), madame (or monsieur),” and end every encounter with “Au revoir, madame (or monsieur).” When spelling out your name, you’ll find that most letters are pronounced very differently in French: a is pronounced “ah,” e is pronounced “eh,” and i is pronounced “ee.” To avoid confusion, say “a, Anne,” “e, euro,” and “i, Isabelle.”


When you do make an effort to speak French, you may be politely corrected—c’est normal. The French are linguistic perfectionists—they take their language (and other languages) seriously. Often they speak more English than they let on. This isn’t a tourist-baiting tactic, but timidity on their part about speaking another language less than fluently. To ask a French person to speak English, say, “Bonjour, madame (or monsieur). Parlez-vous anglais?” They may say “non,” but as you continue you’ll probably find they speak more English than you speak French.





Sightseeing and Entertainment: Get the Paris Museum Pass, which covers most sights in the city (for more information, see here). You’ll pay about $55 for a two-day pass. Without a Museum Pass, figure about $15 per major sight, $10 for others. Add $20-60 for bus tours and splurge experiences (such as walking tours and concerts in Sainte-Chapelle). An overall average of $40 a day works for most people. Don’t skimp here. After all, this category is the driving force behind your trip—you came to sightsee, enjoy, and experience Paris.


Shopping and Miscellany: Figure $4 per ice cream cone, coffee, or soft drink. Shopping can vary in cost from nearly nothing to a small fortune. Good budget travelers find that this category has little to do with assembling a trip full of lifelong memories.


WHEN TO GO


Late spring and fall bring the best weather and the biggest crowds. May, June, September, and October are the toughest months for hotel-hunting—don’t expect many hotel deals. Summers are generally hot and dry; if you wilt in the heat, look for a room with air-conditioning. Rooms are easy to land in August (some hotels offer deals), and though many French businesses close in August, you’ll hardly notice.


Paris makes a great winter getaway (see the Paris in Winter chapter). Airfare costs less, cafés are cozy, and the city feels lively but not touristy. The only problem—weather—is solved by dressing warmly, with layers. Expect cold (even freezing lows) and rain (hats, gloves, scarves, umbrellas, and thick-soled shoes are essential). For specific temperatures, see the climate chart in the appendix.




[image: image] Rick Steves Audio Europe [image: image]


My free Rick Steves Audio Europe app is a great tool for enjoying Europe. This app makes it easy to download my audio tours of top attractions, plus hours of travel interviews, all organized into destination-specific playlists.


My self-guided audio tours of major sights and neighborhoods are free, user-friendly, fun, and informative. Among the sights in this book, these audio tours include the Historic Paris Walk, Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, and Versailles Palace. Sights covered by my audio tours are marked with this symbol: [image: image]. You can choose whether to follow the written tour in this book, or pop in your headphones and listen to essentially the same information—freeing up your eyes to appreciate the sights. These audio tours are hard to beat: Nobody will stand you up, the quality is reliable, you can take the tour exactly when you like, and the price is right.


The Rick Steves Audio Europe app also offers a far-reaching library of insightful travel interviews from my public radio show with experts from around the globe—including many of the places in this book.


[image: Image]


This app and all of its content are entirely free. (And new content is added about twice a year.) You can download Rick Steves Audio Europe from Apple’s App Store, Google Play, or the Amazon Appstore. For more information, see www.ricksteves.com/audioeurope.





KNOW BEFORE YOU GO


Check this list of things to arrange while you’re still at home.


You need a passport—but no visa or shots—to travel in France. You may be denied entry into certain European countries if your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return. Get it renewed if you’ll be cutting it close. It can take up to six weeks to get or renew a passport (for more on passports and requirements for France, see www.travel.state.gov). Pack a photocopy of your passport in your luggage in case the original is lost or stolen.


Book rooms well in advance if you’ll be traveling during peak season (April through October) or any major holidays (see here). Some famous restaurants (but not ones I recommend) require reservations several weeks in advance.


Call your debit- and credit-card companies to let them know the countries you’ll be visiting, ask about fees, to request your PIN if you don’t already know it, and more. See here for details.



Paris Almanac


Population: About 2.3 million in the city center, 10 million in the greater Paris region.


Currency: Euro.


Nickname: The City of Light.


City Layout: Paris is the capital and largest city in France. The Seine River slices through the city, with the Right Bank to the north and the Left Bank to the south (orient yourself by looking downstream—the Left Bank is to your left, the Right Bank to your right). The city is divided into 20 municipal boroughs, called arrondissements.


Transportation Basics: The Métro is the most-used public transportation in Paris, with 16 colored lines, 300 stations, and nearly 5 million passengers riding each day. The mayor of Paris, Anne Hidalgo, is continuing a trend to reduce vehicular traffic by calling for diesel cars to be banned from Paris streets by 2020, expanding traffic-free areas, and doubling the number of bike lanes. Today 60 percent of Parisians do not own cars compared to 40 percent in 2001.


Tourist Tracks: Paris is the world’s top tourist destination, attracting more than 30 million visitors a year. Of its 3,800 historical monuments, the most popular draws within the city are the Louvre (more than 9 million people tour it each year) and the Eiffel Tower (more than 7 million). But Mona doesn’t hold a candle to Mickey—Disneyland Paris gets 16 million visitors a year.


Culture Count: Most Parisians, including those of French ancestry, were born outside of the city—and roughly one in five residents of greater Paris was born outside France (and one in three has at least one immigrant parent). The city has significant populations of people from Africa, China, Eastern Europe, and the Middle East.


Famous Residents: Brigitte Bardot, Juliette Binoche, Carla Bruni, Sofia Coppola, Catherine Deneuve, Jean-Luc Godard, Rickie Lee Jones, Diane Kruger, Tony Parker, Roman Polanski, Mick Jagger, Kristin Scott Thomas, Audrey Tautou, and one of the researchers for this book, Mary Bouron.


Average Parisian: Compared to the average Frenchman or Frenchwoman, the average Parisian is younger (since so many people retire in the countryside), makes more money, and is more likely to live alone or with just one other person. That said, the city has experienced a baby boom in the last several years, with French families averaging two children per household.






Cheap Tricks in Paris


Book good-value rooms early. I list several well-located and comfortable hotels with rooms under €140, but you’ll need to beat others to the punch.


Enjoy picnic lunches and dinners. You’ll find tasty €5 sandwiches, to-go salads, quiches, crêpes, and high-quality takeout at bakeries, charcuteries, and stands. Wine merchants sell chilled, picnic-friendly bottles that they’ll happily open for you. Scenic picnic sites are everywhere.


In cafés, stand at the bar to sip your drink, and you’ll get the lowest prices. Before ordering at a table, check out the price list (Les Prix de Consommation), which is always prominently displayed. This shows the price of the most commonly ordered drinks au comptoir (at the counter) and en salle (seated at a table). I use the price of un café (shot of espresso) at the counter as my barometer—if the price is €1.50 or less, the place is likely to be reasonable. If given a choice between small-, medium-, or large-size beverage, be aware that small is usually the norm and that medium drinks can be crazy pricey.


Order only a plat (main course) for dinner on some nights. And at cafés (as opposed to restaurants), it’s fine to order only a soup or salad for dinner.


Shop at grocery stores for bottled water, drinks, and snacks, not at expensive snack stands. Refill bottles from the tap.


Visit sights on free days (see sidebar on here).


Buy a Paris Museum Pass and use it wisely (see here for advice).





Do your homework if you’re considering travel insurance. Compare the cost of the insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Also check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas. For more tips, see www.ricksteves.com/insurance.


High-speed trains (TGVs) in France require a seat reservation; book as early as possible, as these trains fill fast, and some routes use TGV trains almost exclusively. This is especially true if you’re traveling with a rail pass, as TGV pass-holder reservations are limited, and usually sell out well before other seat reservations do (look also for online deals for individual ticket purchases at http://en.voyages-sncf.com). For more on train travel, see here.


To avoid long ticket-buying lines at the Eiffel Tower, book an entry time several months in advance using its online reservation system (see here).


If seeing the City of Light at night from a taxi or Uber appeals to you, photocopy the “Floodlit Paris Driving Tour” (in the Entertainment in Paris chapter) to bring along and give to your driver.




How Was Your Trip?


Were your travels fun, smooth, and meaningful? You can share tips, concerns, and discoveries at www.ricksteves.com/feedback. I value your feedback. Thanks in advance.





If you plan to hire a local guide, reserve ahead by email. Popular guides can get booked up. For suggestions see here.


If you’re bringing a mobile device, consider signing up for an international plan for cheaper calls, texts, and data (see here). Download any apps you might want to use on the road, such as translators, maps, transit schedules, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see here).


If you’ll be traveling with children, read over the list of pretrip suggestions on here.


Check for recent updates to this book at www.ricksteves.com/update.


Traveling as a Temporary Local


We travel all the way to France to enjoy differences—to become temporary locals. You’ll experience frustrations. Certain truths that we find “God-given” or “self-evident,” such as cold beer, ice in drinks, bottomless cups of coffee, “the customer is king,” and bigger being better, are suddenly not so true. One of the benefits of travel is the eye-opening realization that there are logical, civil, and even better alternatives.


[image: Image]


Paris is an understandably proud city. To enjoy its people, you need to celebrate the differences. A willingness to go local ensures that you’ll enjoy a full dose of Parisian hospitality. And with an eagerness to go local, you’ll have even more fun.


Europeans generally like Americans. But if there is a negative aspect to the French image of Americans, it’s that we are loud, wasteful, ethnocentric, too informal (which can seem disrespectful), and a bit naive.


The French (and Europeans in general) place a high value on speaking quietly in public places. Listen while on the bus or in a restaurant—the place can be packed, but the decibel level is low. Try to adjust your volume accordingly to show respect for the culture.


While the French look bemusedly at some of our Yankee excesses—and worriedly at others—they nearly always afford us individual travelers all the warmth we deserve.


Judging from all the happy feedback I receive from travelers who have used this book, it’s safe to assume you’ll enjoy a great, affordable vacation—with the finesse of an independent, experienced traveler.


Thanks, and bon voyage!


[image: Image]



Back Door Travel Philosophy


From Rick Steves Europe Through the Back Door


Travel is intensified living—maximum thrills per minute and one of the last great sources of legal adventure. Travel is freedom. It’s recess, and we need it.


Experiencing the real Europe requires catching it by surprise, going casual...“through the Back Door.”


Affording travel is a matter of priorities. (Make do with the old car.) You can eat and sleep—simply, safely, and enjoyably—anywhere in Europe for $100 a day plus transportation costs. In many ways, spending more money only builds a thicker wall between you and what you traveled so far to see. Europe is a cultural carnival, and time after time, you’ll find that its best acts are free and the best seats are the cheap ones.


A tight budget forces you to travel close to the ground, meeting and communicating with the people. Never sacrifice sleep, nutrition, safety, or cleanliness to save money. Simply enjoy the local-style alternatives to expensive hotels and restaurants.


Connecting with people carbonates your experience. Extroverts have more fun. If your trip is low on magic moments, kick yourself and make things happen. If you don’t enjoy a place, maybe you don’t know enough about it. Seek the truth. Recognize tourist traps. Give a culture the benefit of your open mind. See things as different, but not better or worse. Any culture has plenty to share. When an opportunity presents itself, make it a habit to say “yes.”


Of course, travel, like the world, is a series of hills and valleys. Be fanatically positive and militantly optimistic. If something’s not to your liking, change your liking.


Travel can make you a happier American, as well as a citizen of the world. Our Earth is home to seven billion equally precious people. It’s humbling to travel and find that other people don’t have the “American Dream”—they have their own dreams. Europeans like us, but with all due respect, they wouldn’t trade passports.


Thoughtful travel engages us with the world. It reminds us what is truly important. By broadening perspectives, travel teaches new ways to measure quality of life.


Globetrotting destroys ethnocentricity, helping us understand and appreciate other cultures. Rather than fear the diversity on this planet, celebrate it. Among your most prized souvenirs will be the strands of different cultures you choose to knit into your own character. The world is a cultural yarn shop, and Back Door travelers are weaving the ultimate tapestry. Join in!
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ORIENTATION TO PARIS


PARIS: A VERBAL MAP


Map: Paris Arrondissements


PARIS BY NEIGHBORHOOD


Map: Paris Neighborhoods


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Overview


TOURIST INFORMATION


ARRIVAL IN PARIS


HELPFUL HINTS


GETTING AROUND PARIS


Map: Scenic Bus Routes


Tours in Paris


BY BUS OR PETIT TRAIN


BY BOAT


ON FOOT


ON WHEELS


WEEKEND TOUR PACKAGES FOR STUDENTS


EXCURSIONS FROM PARIS


Paris is magnificent, but it’s also super-sized, crowded, and fast-paced. Take a deep breath, then use this orientation to the City of Light to help illuminate your trip. The day plans—for visits of one to seven days—will help you prioritize the many sights. You’ll tap into Paris’ information sources for current events. Most important, you’ll learn to navigate Paris by Métro, bus, taxi, bicycle, or on foot. With the proper approach and a measure of patience, you’ll fall head over heels for Europe’s cultural capital.


PARIS: A VERBAL MAP


Central Paris (population 2.3 million) is circled by a ring road and split in half by the Seine River, which runs east-west. If you were on a boat floating downstream, the Right Bank (Rive Droite) would be on your right, and the Left Bank (Rive Gauche) on your left. The bull’s-eye on your map is Notre-Dame, on an island in the middle of the Seine and ground zero in Paris.


[image: Image]


Twenty arrondissements (administrative districts) spiral out from the center, like an escargot shell. If your hotel’s zip code is 75007, you know (from the last two digits) that it’s in the 7th arrondissement. The city is peppered with Métro stops, and most Parisians locate addresses by the closest stop. So in Parisian jargon, the Eiffel Tower is on la Rive Gauche (the Left Bank) in the 7ème (7th arrondissement), zip code 75007, Mo: Trocadéro (the nearest Métro stop).


As you’re tracking down addresses, these words and pronunciations will help: arrondissement (ah-rohn-dees-mahn), Métro (may-troh), place (plahs; square), rue (rew; road), avenue (ah-vuh-new), boulevard (bool-var), pont (pohn; bridge), and carrefour (kah-ruh-foor; intersection).


[image: Image]


PARIS BY NEIGHBORHOOD


Paris is a big city, but its major sights cluster in convenient zones. Grouping your sightseeing, walks, dining, and shopping thoughtfully can save you lots of time and money.


Historic Core: This area centers on the Ile de la Cité (“Island of the City”), located in the middle of the Seine. On the Ile de la Cité, you’ll find Paris’ oldest sights, from Roman ruins to the medieval Notre-Dame and Sainte-Chapelle churches. Other sights in this area: Archaeological Crypt, Deportation Memorial, Conciergerie, flower market, Paris Plages, and the lovely island of Ile St. Louis, with appealing shops, cafés, and restaurants. Paris’ most historic riverside vendors, les bouquinistes, line both sides of the Seine as it passes Ile de la Cité.


Major Museums Neighborhood: Located just west of the historic core, this is where you’ll find the Louvre, Orsay, and Orangerie. Other sights are the Tuileries Garden and Palais Royal’s courtyards.


Champs-Elysées: The greatest of the many grand, 19th-century boulevards on the Right Bank, the Champs-Elysées runs northwest from Place de la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe. Sights in this area include the Petit and Grand Palais, Hôtel Hyatt Regency (for its great city view), and La Défense with La Grande Arche.


Eiffel Tower Neighborhood: Dominated by the Eiffel Tower, this area also boasts the colorful Rue Cler (with many recommended hotels and restaurants), Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb, Rodin Museum, and the thriving outdoor market Marché Boulevard de Grenelle. Other sights are the Quai Branly Museum, National Maritime Museum, Architecture and Monuments Museum, and Sewer Tour. The Marmottan Museum and Museum of Wine are west of the Eiffel Tower on the Right Bank.
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Opéra Neighborhood: Surrounding the Opéra Garnier, this classy area on the Right Bank is home to a series of grand boulevards and monuments. In the 19th century, it was modernized by Baron Haussmann into a neighborhood of wide roads lined with stately buildings (see sidebar on here). Though these days it’s busy with traffic, there are still hints of Paris, circa 1870, when it was the capital of the world. Along with elegant sights such as the Opéra Garnier, Jacquemart-André Museum, and Fragonard Perfume Museum, the neighborhood also offers high-end shopping: at Galeries Lafayette department store, around Place de la Madeleine and Place Vendôme, and at the covered passages of Choiseul and Ste. Anne.
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Left Bank: The Left Bank is home to...the Left Bank. Anchored by the large Luxembourg Garden (near numerous recommended hotels and eateries), the Left Bank is the traditional neighborhood of Paris’ intellectual, artistic, and café life. Other sights: the Latin Quarter, Cluny Museum, St. Germain-des-Prés and St. Sulpice churches, Panthéon, Montparnasse Tower, Catacombs, Delacroix Museum, and the Jardin des Plantes park. This is also one of Paris’ best shopping areas (see the Sèvres-Babylone to St. Sulpice shopping stroll on here).


Marais: Stretching eastward to Bastille along Rue de Rivoli/Rue St. Antoine, this neighborhood has lots of recommended restaurants and hotels, shops, the delightful Place des Vosges, and artistic sights such as the Pompidou Center and Picasso Museum. The area is known for its avant-garde boutiques and residents. Other Marais sights: Jewish Art and History Museum, Carnavalet Museum (closed for renovation through 2017 and beyond), Victor Hugo’s House, Holocaust Memorial, Promenade Plantée park, Père Lachaise Cemetery, the Marché des Enfants Rouges covered market, and the outdoor markets at Bastille and Place d’Aligre.
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Montmartre: This hill, topped by the bulbous white domes of Sacré-Cœur, hovers on the northern fringes of your Paris map. Home to many recommended hotels and restaurants, it still retains some of the untamed charm that once drew Impressionist painters and turn-of-the-century bohemians. Other sights are the Dalí and Montmartre museums, Moulin Rouge, Pigalle, and nearby Puces St. Ouen flea market.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


In the planning sections that follow, I’ve listed sights in descending order of importance. If you have only one day, just do Day 1; for two days, add Day 2; and so on. When deciding where to plug in Versailles, remember that the main palace is closed on Mondays and especially crowded on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Saturdays (in that order). For other itinerary considerations on a day-by-day basis, check the “Daily Reminder” on here.


Paris in One, Two, or Three Busy Days


To fit in Versailles on a three-day visit, plan it for the morning of the third day.


Day 1


Morning: Follow my Historic Paris Walk, featuring Ile de la Cité, Notre-Dame, the Latin Quarter, and Sainte-Chapelle.


Afternoon: Tour the Louvre.


Evening: Enjoy the Place du Trocadéro scene and a twilight ride up the Eiffel Tower.



Day 2



Morning: Follow my Champs-Elysées Walk from the Arc de Triomphe down the grand Avenue des Champs-Elysées to the Tuileries Garden.


Midday: Cross the pedestrian bridge from the Tuileries Garden, then tour the Orsay Museum.


Afternoon: Tour the Rodin Museum, or the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb.


Evening: Take one of the tours by bus, taxi/Uber, or retro-chic Deux Chevaux car (see here). (If you’re staying more than two days, save this for your last-night finale.)


Day 3


Morning: Catch the RER suburban train by 8:00 to arrive early at Versailles (before it opens at 9:00), then tour the château and sample the gardens.


Afternoon: Versailles can take up a full sightseeing day, so be realistic. If you plan to do anything once back in Paris, consider a sight near one of the RER-C stations: the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb or Rodin Museum (near RER-C stop: Invalides), or the Orsay Museum or this book’s Left Bank Walk (near RER-C stop: St. Michel).


Evening: Cruise the Seine River or have dinner on Ile St. Louis, then take a floodlit walk by Notre-Dame.


Paris in Five to Seven Days Without Going In-Seine


Day 1


Morning: Follow this book’s Historic Paris Walk, featuring Ile de la Cité, Notre-Dame, the Latin Quarter, and Sainte-Chapelle. If you enjoy medieval art, visit the Cluny Museum. If you prefer parks, pause for a break in Luxembourg Garden.


Afternoon: Tour the Opéra Garnier, and end your day enjoying the glorious rooftop views at the Galeries Lafayette or Printemps department stores.


Evening: Cruise the Seine River.


Day 2


Morning: Tour the Louvre (arrive 30 minutes before opening).


Afternoon: Follow this book’s Champs-Elysées Walk from the Arc de Triomphe downhill along the incomparable Avenue des Champs-Elysées to the Tuileries Garden, and possibly the Orangerie Museum. Reversing the morning and afternoon activities on this day could also work well.


Evening: Enjoy dinner on Ile St. Louis, then a floodlit walk by Notre-Dame.



Day 3



Morning: Tour the Orsay Museum.


Midday: Tour the Rodin Museum (café lunch in gardens).


Afternoon: Visit the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb, then take this book’s Rue Cler Walk and relax at a café. If it’s balmy, consider walking the Left Bank riverside promenade that runs between the Orsay and Pont de l’Alma (near the Eiffel Tower).


Evening: Take one of the nighttime tours by taxi/Uber, bus, or retro-chic Deux Chevaux car.


Day 4


Morning: Ride the RER suburban train to arrive early at Versailles and tour the palace’s interior.


Midday: Have lunch in the gardens at Versailles.


Afternoon: Spend the afternoon touring the gardens, Trianon Palaces, and Domaine de Marie-Antoinette. (Late risers should reverse this plan and tour the palace’s interior in the afternoon to minimize crowd frustrations.) Or return to Paris and do this book’s Montmartre Walk.


Evening: Dine in Versailles town or back in Paris.


Day 5


Morning: Follow this book’s Marais Walk and tour the Picasso Museum. Have lunch on Place des Vosges or Rue des Rosiers.


Afternoon: Choose from these Marais sights—Pompidou Center, Jewish Art and History Museum, or Père Lachaise Cemetery.


Evening: Enjoy the Place du Trocadéro scene and a twilight ride up the Eiffel Tower.


Day 6


Morning: Spend most of your day at Chartres or a half-day touring the château of Vaux-le-Vicomte.


Afternoon: Enjoy the balance of your day exploring the shopping districts of Paris (follow the Left Bank Walk or seek out what appeals to you from the many options in the Shopping in Paris chapter).


Evening: Join the parade along the Champs-Elysées (which offers a different scene at night than the daytime walk you enjoyed on Day 2). If you haven’t hiked to the top of the Arc de Triomphe yet, consider doing it by twilight. Or ride the Paris Ferris Wheel, if it’s spinning.


Day 7


Choose from:


More shopping and cafés


Luxembourg Garden


Bus #69 tour followed by Père Lachaise Cemetery


Montmartre and Sacré-Cœur


Marmottan or Jacquemart-André museums


Day trip to Vaux-le-Vicomte and/or Fontainebleau


Day trip to Disneyland Paris


Evening: Night bus or boat tour (whichever you have yet to do)




Daily Reminder


Sunday: Many sights are free on the first Sunday of the month, including the Orsay, Cluny, Pompidou, Picasso, Quai Branly, and Delacroix museums. Several sights are free on the first Sunday, but only during winter, including the Louvre, Rodin Museum, and Arc de Triomphe (Oct-March), and all the sights at Versailles (Nov-March). These free days at popular sights attract hordes of visitors. Versailles is more crowded than usual on Sunday in any season, and when the garden’s fountains run (April-Oct).


Look for organ concerts at St. Sulpice and other churches. The American Church often hosts a free concert (generally Sept-June at 17:00—but not every week and not in Dec). Luxembourg Garden has puppet shows today.


Most of Paris’ stores are closed on Sunday, but shoppers will find relief along the Champs-Elysées, at flea markets, and in the Marais neighborhood’s lively Jewish Quarter, where many boutiques are open. Many recommended restaurants in the Rue Cler neighborhood are closed for dinner.


Monday: These sights are closed today: Orsay, Rodin, Marmottan, Picasso, Catacombs, Petit Palais, Victor Hugo’s House, Quai Branly, Paris Archaeological Crypt, Jewish Art and History Museum, and Deportation Memorial. Outside of Paris, all sights in Auvers-sur-Oise and at Versailles are closed (but the gardens are open). The Louvre is far more crowded because of these closings. From October through June, the Army Museum is closed the first Monday of the month, though Napoleon’s Tomb remains open.


Market streets such as Rue Cler, Rue des Martyrs, and Rue Mouffetard are dead today.


Tuesday: Many sights are closed today, including the Louvre, Orangerie, Cluny, Pompidou, National Maritime, Delacroix, and Architecture and Monuments museums, as well as the châteaux of Chantilly and Fontainebleau and many sights in Auvers-sur-Oise. The Orsay and Versailles are crazy busy today. The fountains at Versailles run today from mid-May until late June; music (no fountains) fills the gardens on Tuesdays from April to mid-May, and from July through October. Napoleon’s Tomb is open until 21:00 (April-Sept).


Wednesday: All sights are open, and some have late hours, including the Louvre (until 21:45, last entry 21:00), the Rodin (until 20:45), Sainte-Chapelle (until 21:30 mid-May-mid-Sept), and the Jewish Art and History Museum (until 21:00 during special exhibits only). The weekly Pariscope magazine comes out today. Most schools are closed, so kids’ sights are busy, and puppet shows play in Luxembourg Garden. Some cinemas offer discounts.


Thursday: All sights are open except the Sewer Tour. Some sights are open late, including the Orsay (until 21:45, last entry 21:00), Marmottan (until 21:00), the Architecture and Monuments Museum (21:00), the Quai Branly (21:00), and the Holocaust Memorial (22:00). Some department stores are open late.


Friday: All sights are open except the Sewer Tour. The Louvre is open until 21:45 (last entry 21:00), Notre-Dame’s tower is open until 23:00 (July-Aug), and the Quai Branly closes at 21:00. The Picasso Museum is open until 21:00 on the third Friday of every month. Afternoon trains and roads leaving Paris are crowded. Restaurants are busy—it’s smart to book ahead at popular places.


Saturday: All sights are open except the Holocaust Memorial. The fountains run at Versailles (April-Oct), and Vaux-le-Vicomte hosts candlelight visits tonight (early May-early Oct); otherwise, avoid weekend crowds at area châteaux and Impressionist sights. Notre-Dame’s tower is open until 23:00 (July-Aug), and the Quai Branly is open until 21:00. Department stores are jammed today. Restaurants throughout Paris get packed; reserve in advance if you have a particular place in mind. Luxembourg Garden hosts puppet shows today.





Overview


TOURIST INFORMATION


Paris’ tourist offices (abbreviated as “TI” in this book) can provide useful information but may have long lines (www.parisinfo.com). While TIs sell Museum Passes and individual tickets to sights, they charge a small fee and may have longer lines than the museums (see “Sightseeing Strategies” on here).


Paris has several TI locations, including Pyramides (daily May-Oct 9:00-19:00, Nov-April 10:00-19:00, free Wi-Fi, 25 Rue des Pyramides—at Pyramides Métro stop between the Louvre and Opéra), Paris Rendez-Vous (a city-sponsored souvenir shop and TI combined, Mon-Sat 10:00-19:00, closed Sun, 29 Rue de Rivoli—located within the Hôtel de Ville city hall), Gare du Nord (daily 8:00-18:00), Gare de l’Est (Mon-Sat 8:00-19:00, closed Sun), and two in Montmartre (21 Place du Tertre, daily 10:00-18:00, covers only Montmartre sights and doesn’t sell Museum Passes, tel. 01 42 62 21 21; and at the Anvers Métro stop, full-service office, daily 10:00-18:00). In summer, TI kiosks may pop up in the squares in front of Notre-Dame and Hôtel de Ville.


Both airports have handy TIs with long hours and short lines.


Event Listings: Several French-only but easy-to-decipher periodicals list the most up-to-date museum hours, art exhibits, concerts, festivals, plays, movies, and nightclubs (for tips on deciphering the listings, see here). The best is the weekly Pariscope magazine; L’Officiel des Spectacles is similar (available at any newsstand). The Paris Voice, with snappy English-language reviews of concerts, plays, and current events, is available online only at www.parisvoice.com.


ARRIVAL IN PARIS


For a comprehensive rundown of the city’s train stations and airports, and for information on parking a car, see the Paris Connections chapter.


HELPFUL HINTS


Theft Alert: Paris is safe in terms of violent crime but is filled with thieves and scammers who target tourists. Don’t be paranoid; just be smart. Wherever there are crowds (especially of tourists) there are thieves at work. They thrive near famous monuments and on Métro and train lines that serve airports and high-profile tourist sights. Pickpockets work busy lines (e.g., at ticket windows at train stations). Look out for groups of young girls who swarm around you (be very firm—even forceful—and walk away).


It’s smart to wear a money belt, put your wallet in your front pocket, loop your day bag over your shoulders, and keep a tight hold on your purse or shopping bag. Watch out for your electronics; pickpockets snatch smartphones and tablets too.


Muggings are rare, but they do occur. If you’re out late, avoid the dark riverfront embankments and any place where the lighting is dim and pedestrian activity is minimal.


Paris has taken action to combat crime by stationing police at monuments, on streets, and on the Métro, and installing security cameras at key sights.


Tourist Scams: Be aware of the latest tricks, such as the “found ring” scam (a con artist pretends to find a “pure gold” ring on the ground and offers to sell it to you) or the “friendship bracelet” scam (a vendor asks you to help with a demo, makes a bracelet on your arm that seems like it can’t easily be removed, and then asks you to pay for it). Don’t be intimidated. They are removed with the pull of a string.


Distractions by a stranger can all be tricks that function as a smokescreen for theft. As you try to wriggle away from the pushy stranger, an accomplice picks your pocket. Be wary of a “salesman” monopolizing your attention, an “activist” asking you to sign a petition (and then bullying you into a contribution), someone posing as a deaf person to show you a small note to read, or a sidewalk hawker inviting you to play shell games (his thuggish accomplices are likely lurking nearby). Be skeptical of anything too good to be true, such as overly friendly people inviting you into impossibly friendly (or sexy) bars late at night.


To all these scammers, simply say “no” firmly and step away purposefully. For reports from my readers on the latest scams, go to https://community.ricksteves.com/travel-forum/tourist-scams.


Pedestrian Safety: Parisian drivers are notorious for ignoring pedestrians. Look both ways and be careful of seemingly quiet bus/taxi lanes. Don’t assume you have the right of way, even in a crosswalk. When crossing a street, keep your pace constant and don’t stop suddenly. By law, drivers are allowed to miss pedestrians by up to just one meter—a little more than three feet (1.5 meters in the countryside). Drivers calculate your speed so they won’t hit you, provided you don’t alter your route or pace.


Watch out for bicyclists and electric cars. Cyclists ride in specially marked bike lanes on wide sidewalks and can also use lanes reserved for buses and taxis. Bikes commonly go against traffic, so always look both ways, even on one-way streets. Paris’ popular and cheap short-term electric-car rental program (Autolib’) has put many of these small, silent machines on the streets—pay attention.


Busy Parisian sidewalks are like freeways, so conduct yourself as if you were a foot-fueled car: Stick to your lane, look to the left before passing a slow-moving pedestrian, and if you need to stop, look for a safe place to pull over.


Medical Help: There are a variety of English-speaking resources for medical help in Paris, including doctors who will visit your hotel. For a list, see here.


Avoiding Lines at Sights: Lines at Paris’ major sights can be long. Consider the worthwhile Paris Museum Pass, which covers most sights in the city and allows you to skip ticket lines. You can also buy tickets in advance for certain sights. For more on these options, see here.


Free Wi-Fi: You’ll find free wireless hotspots at many cafés and in many public areas (including the TI office at Pyramides, parks, squares, and museums). In a café, order something, then ask the waiter for the Wi-Fi (“wee-fee”) password (“mot de passe”; moh duh pahs).


Select Métro stations offer 20 minutes of free Wi-Fi, and most public parks offer two hours of free Wi-Fi (look for purple Zone Wi-Fi signs). The one-time registration process is easy, with English instructions: The Wi-Fi network is usually called “Paris_WIFI” plus a number.


The Orange network also has many hotspots and offers a free two-hour pass. If you come across one, click “Select Your Pass” to register.


Useful Apps: Gogo Paris reviews trendy places to eat, drink, relax, and sleep in Paris (www.gogocityguides.com/paris). The RATP app can help you plan Métro trips (see here).


[image: image] For free audio versions of some of the self-guided tours in this book (the Historic Paris Walk, and tours of the Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, and Versailles Palace), get the Rick Steves Audio Europe app (for details, see here).


Bookstores: Paris has several English-language bookstores. My favorites include Shakespeare and Company (some used travel books, daily 10:00-23:00, 37 Rue de la Bûcherie, across the river from Notre-Dame, Mo: St. Michel, tel. 01 43 25 40 93; described on here); W. H. Smith (Mon-Sat 9:00-19:00, Sun 12:30-19:00, 248 Rue de Rivoli, Mo: Concorde, tel. 01 44 77 88 99); and San Francisco Book Company (used books only, Mon-Sat 11:00-21:00, Sun 14:00-19:30, 17 Rue Monsieur le Prince, Mo: Odéon, tel. 01 43 29 15 70).


Baggage Storage: Lockers are available at several City Locker locations in central Paris (€10-16/day, daily 8:00-22:00, book ahead or take your chances and drop in, details and locations at www.city-locker.com).


Public WCs: Most public toilets are free. If it’s a pay toilet, the price will be clearly indicated. If the toilet is free but there’s an attendant, it’s polite to leave a tip of €0.20-0.50. Booth-like toilets on the sidewalks provide both relief and a memory (don’t leave small children inside unattended). The restrooms in museums are free and the best you’ll find. Bold travelers can walk into any sidewalk café like they own the place and find the toilet downstairs or in the back. Or do as the locals do—order a shot of espresso (un café) while standing at the café bar (then use the WC with a clear conscience). Keep toilet paper or tissues with you, as some WCs are poorly stocked.
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Tobacco Stands (Tabacs): These little kiosks—usually just a counter inside a café—are handy and very local. Most sell public-transit tickets, cards for parking meters, postage stamps (though not all sell international postage), and...oh yeah, cigarettes. (For more on this slice of Parisian life, see here. For details on parking cards, see here.) To find a kiosk, just look for a Tabac sign and the red cylinder-shaped symbol above certain cafés. A tabac can be a godsend for avoiding long ticket lines at the Métro, especially at the end of the month when ticket booths get crowded with locals buying next month’s pass.


GETTING AROUND PARIS


Paris is easy to navigate. Your basic choices are Métro (in-city subway), RER (suburban rapid transit tied into the Métro system), public bus, and taxi. There are also nine tram (light rail) lines running at street level, using the same tickets as the bus and Métro, but few travelers will use these heavily suburban routes (except from Orly Airport—see here). Also consider the hop-on, hop-off bus and boat tours (described under “Tours in Paris,” later).


You can buy tickets and passes at Métro stations and at many tabacs. Staffed ticket windows in stations are being phased out in favor of ticket machines, so expect some stations to have only machines and an information desk. Most machines accept only credit cards and coins, though there’s usually one that will take small bills of €20 or less, and chip-and-PIN cards (no American magnetic-stripe or chip-and-signature cards). If a ticket machine is out of order or if you’re out of change, buy tickets at a tabac.


Public-Transit Tickets: The Métro, RER, tramways, and buses all work on the same tickets. You can make as many transfers as you need on a single ticket, except when transferring between the bus or tramway systems and the Métro/RER system (an additional ticket is required). A single ticket costs €1.80. To save money, buy a carnet (kar-nay) of 10 tickets for €14.10 (cheaper for ages 4-10). Carnets can be shared among travelers. Kids under four ride free.


Passe Navigo: This chip-embedded card costs a one-time €5 fee (plus another €5 for the required photo; photo booths are in major Métro stations). The weekly unlimited pass (Navigo Semaine) costs €21.25 and covers all forms of transit from Monday to Sunday (expiring on Sunday, even if you buy it on, say, a Thursday). The pass is good for all zones in the Paris region, which means that you can travel anywhere within the city center, out to the châteaux of Versailles, Vaux-le-Vicomte, and Fontainebleau, and to Charles de Gaulle and Orly airports (except on Orlyval trains—see here). A monthly pass covering the same area is also available. To use the Navigo, touch the card to the purple pad, wait for the green validation light and the “ding,” and you’re on your way. You can buy your Passe Navigo at any Métro station in Paris (for more details, visit www.ratp.fr).


Navigo or Carnet? The Navigo covers a far greater area than carnet tickets, but cannot be shared. It is most worthwhile for visitors who use it for regional trips, or stay a full week (and start their trip early in the week) or month (and start their trip near the beginning of the month). Two 10-packs of carnets—enough for most travelers staying a week—cost €28.20, are shareable, and don’t expire, but are only valid in the center of Paris.


Other Passes: A handy one-day bus/Métro pass (called Mobilis) is available for €7 (zones 1-2). The even more handy regional Mobilis ticket (zones 1-5, €16.60) works well for some day trips, as it includes regional train travel, some local transportation at day-trip destinations, and 24 hours of travel on the Paris bus/Métro system (see here for specifics). Mobilis tickets are not valid for airport trips.


If you are under 26 and in Paris on a Saturday or Sunday, you can buy an unlimited daily transit pass called Ticket Jeunes Week-end for the unbeatable price of €3.85. The Paris Visite travel card, on the other hand, is only a good choice over carnets if you travel around the city extensively, though they do offer minor discounts at minor sights (1 day-€11.15, 2 days-€18.15, 3 days-€24.80, 5 days-€35.70).


By Métro


In Paris, you’re never more than a 10-minute walk from a Métro station. Europe’s best subway system allows you to hop from sight to sight quickly and cheaply (runs 5:30-1:00 in the morning, Fri-Sat until 2:00 in the morning, www.ratp.fr). Learn to use it. Begin by studying the color Métro map at the beginning of this book.


Using the Métro System: To get to your destination, determine the closest “Mo” stop and which line or lines will get you there. The lines are color-coded and numbered. You can tell their direction by the end-of-the-line stops. For example, the La Défense/Château de Vincennes line, also known as line 1 (yellow), runs between La Défense, on its west end, and Vincennes on its east end. Once in the Métro station, you’ll see the color-coded line numbers and/or blue-and-white signs directing you to the train going in your direction (e.g., direction: La Défense). Insert your ticket in the turnstile, reclaim your ticket, pass through, and keep it until you exit the system (some stations require you to pass your ticket through a turnstile to exit). Smaller stations are unstaffed but have ticket machines (coins are essential unless you have a chip-and-PIN card). Fare inspectors regularly check for cheaters, accept absolutely no excuses, and have portable credit card machines to fine you on the spot: Keep that ticket or pay a minimum fine of €45.
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Be prepared to walk significant distances within Métro stations (especially when you transfer). Transfers are free and can be made wherever lines cross, provided you do so within 1.5 hours and don’t exit the station. When you transfer, follow the appropriately colored line number and end-of-the-line stop to find your next train, or look for correspondance (connection) signs that lead to your next line.


When you reach your destination, blue-and-white sortie signs point you to the exit. Before leaving the station, check the helpful plan du quartier (map of the neighborhood) to get your bearings. At stops with several sorties, you can save time by choosing the best exit.


After you finish your trip and exit onto the street, toss or tear your used ticket so you don’t confuse it with unused tickets.


Métro Resources: Métro maps are free at Métro stations and included on freebie Paris maps at your hotel. Several good online tools can also help you navigate the public-transit system. The website Metro.Paris provides an interactive map of Paris’ sights and Métro lines, with a trip-planning feature and information about each sight and station’s history (www.metro.paris). The free RATP mobile app can estimate Métro travel times, help you locate the best station exit, and tell you when the next bus will arrive, among other things (in English, download from Apple’s App Store, Google Play, or the Amazon App Store).


Beware of Pickpockets: Thieves dig the Métro and RER. If your pocket is picked as you pass through a turnstile, you end up stuck on the wrong side while the thief gets away. Stand away from Métro doors to avoid being a target for a theft-and-run just before the doors close. Any jostling or commotion—especially when boarding or leaving trains—is likely the sign of a thief or a team of thieves in action. Make any fare inspector show proof of identity (ask locals for help if you’re not certain). Keep your bag close, hang on to your smartphone, and never show anyone your wallet. For more tips, see here.


By RER


The RER (Réseau Express Régionale; ehr uh ehr) is the suburban arm of the Métro, serving outlying destinations such as Versailles, Disneyland Paris, and the airports. These routes are indicated by thick lines on your subway map and identified by the letters A, B, C, and so on.


Within the city center, the RER works like the Métro and can be speedier if it serves your destination directly, because it makes fewer stops. Métro tickets are good on the RER when traveling in the city center. You can transfer between the Métro and RER systems with the same ticket. But to travel outside the city (to Versailles or the airport, for example), you’ll need a separate, more expensive ticket. The Passe Navigo card covers all RER trips, including to the airport and Versailles. Unlike the Métro, not every train stops at every station along the way; check the sign or screen over the platform to see if your destination is listed as a stop (“toutes les gares” means it makes all stops along the way), or confirm with a local before you board. For RER trains, you may need to insert your ticket in a turnstile to exit the system.




Transit Basics


• The same tickets are good on the Métro, RER trains (within the city), and city buses.


• Save money by buying a carnet of 10 discounted tickets or a Passe Navigo.
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• Beware of pickpockets, and don’t buy tickets from people roaming the stations.


• Find your train by its end-of-the-line stop.


• Insert your ticket into the turnstile, retrieve it, and keep it until the end of your journey.


• Safeguard your belongings; avoid standing near the train doors with luggage.


• At a stop, the door may open automatically. If it doesn’t, open the door by either pushing a square button (green or black) or lifting a metal latch.


• Transfers (correspondances) between the Métro and RER system are free (but not between Métro/RER and bus).


• Trash or tear used tickets after you complete your ride and leave the station (not before) to avoid confusing them with fresh ones.


Etiquette


• When your train arrives, board only after everyone leaving the car has made it out the door.


• Avoid using the hinged seats near the doors when the car is crowded; they take up valuable standing space.


• Always offer your seat to the elderly, those with disabilities, and pregnant women.


• Talk softly in cars. Listen to how quietly Parisians communicate (if at all) and follow their lead.


• When standing, hold on to the bar with one hand, leaving room for others while stabilizing yourself so you don’t tumble or step on neighboring toes.


• If you find yourself blocking the door at a stop, step out of the car to let others off, then get back on.


• Métro doors close automatically. Don’t try to hold open the door for late-boarding passengers.


• On escalators and stairs, keep to the right and pass on the left.


Key Words for the Métro and RER
















	French

	English










	
station de Métro (stah-see-ohn duh may-troh)

	Métro stop/station






	
direction (dee-rehk-see-ohn)

	direction






	
ligne (leen-yuh)

	line






	
correspondance (koh-rehs-pohn-dahns)

	connection/transfer






	
sortie (sor-tee)

	exit






	
carnet (kar-nay)

	discounted set of 10 tickets






	
Pardon, madame/monsieur. (par-dohn, mah-dahm/muhs-yuh)

	Excuse me, ma’am/sir.






	
Je descends. (zhuh day-sahn)

	I’m getting off.






	
Rendez-moi mon porte-monnaie! (rahn-day-mwah mohn porte-moh-nay)

	Give me back my wallet!
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By City Bus



Paris’ excellent bus system is worth figuring out (www.ratp.fr). Buses require less walking and fewer stairways than the Métro, and you can see Paris unfold as you travel. Sure they don’t seem as romantic as the famous Métro and are subject to traffic jams—but savvy travelers know that buses can have you swinging through the city like Tarzan in an urban jungle.


[image: Image]


Bus Stops: Stops are everywhere, and most come with all the information you need. This includes a good city bus map, route maps for each bus that stops there, a frequency chart and schedule, live screens showing the time the next two buses will arrive, a plan du quartier map of the immediate neighborhood, and a soirées map explaining night service, if available (there are even phone chargers at some locations). Bus-system maps are also available in any Métro station (and in the Paris Pratique map book sold at newsstands). For longer stays, consider buying the Paris Urbain book of transit info, including bus routes.


Using the Bus System: Buses use the same tickets and passes as the Métro and RER. One Zone 1 ticket buys you a bus ride anywhere in central Paris within the freeway ring road (le périphérique). Use your Métro ticket or buy one on board for €0.20 more, these tickets are sans correspondance, which means you can’t use them to transfer to another bus. (The ticket system has a few quirks—see “More Bus Tips,” later.)


[image: Image]


When a bus approaches, it’s wise to wave to the driver to indicate that you want to be picked up. Board your bus through the front door. (Families with strollers can use any doors—the ones in the center of the bus are wider. To open the middle or back doors on long buses, push the green button located by those doors.) Validate your ticket in the machine (stripe up) and reclaim it. With a Passe Navigo, scan it on the purple touchpad. Keep track of which stop is coming up next by following the on-board diagram or listening to recorded announcements. When you’re ready to get off, push the red button to signal you want a stop, then exit through the central or rear door. Even if you’re not certain you’ve figured out the system, do some joyriding.


More Bus Tips: Avoid rush hour (Mon-Fri 8:00-9:30 & 17:30-19:30), when buses are jammed and traffic doesn’t move. While the Métro shuts down at about 1:00 in the morning (even later Fri-Sat), some buses continue much later (called Noctilien lines, www.vianavigo.com). Not all city buses are air-conditioned, so they can become rolling greenhouses on summer days. Carnet ticket holders—but not those buying individual tickets on the bus—can transfer from one bus to another on the same ticket (within 1.5 hours, revalidate your ticket on the next bus). However you can’t do a round-trip or hop on and off on the same line using the same ticket. You can use the same ticket to transfer between buses and tramways, but you can’t transfer between the bus and Métro/RER systems (it’ll take two tickets).




Hop on the Bus, Gus


[image: Image]


Just like the Métro, every bus stop has a name, and every bus is headed to one end-of-the-line stop or the other. This graphic shows the route map posted at the Esplanade des Invalides #69 bus stop. First, find the stop on the chart—it says “vous êtes ICI” (“you are HERE”) at Esplanade des Invalides. Next, find your destination stop—let’s say Bosquet-Grenelle, located a few stops to the west. Now, find out exactly where to catch the bus going in that direction. On the route map, notice the triangle-shaped arrows pointing in the direction the bus is headed. You’ll see that Esplanade des Invalides has two different bus stops—one for buses headed east, one for those going west. If you want to go west to Bosquet-Grenelle, head for that street corner to catch the bus. (With so many one-way streets in Paris, it’s easy to get on the bus in the wrong direction.) When the bus pulls up, double-check that the sign on the front of the bus has the end-of-the-line stop going in your direction—to “Champ de Mars,” in this case.





For a list of Paris’ most scenic and convenient routes, see here.


By Uber


Uber works in Paris like it does at home, and in general works better than taxis in Paris (www.uber.com). Drivers are nicer and more flexible than taxi drivers, it’s cheaper than a taxi (around €15 for a 20-minute ride, compared to about €25 for a taxi), and you can generally get a car wherever you are within five minutes. Uber drivers can pick you up anywhere so you don’t have to track down a taxi stand, and you can text them if you don’t see the car. There’s no language problem giving directions, as you can type your destination into the app. Your US app and US Uber accounts will work in Paris as long as you have access to cellular data. The only downside is that Uber drivers can’t use the taxi/bus lanes during rush hour, so your trip may take longer at busy times than it would in a cab.




Scenic Buses for Tourists


Of Paris’ many bus routes, these are some of the most scenic. They provide a great, cheap, and convenient introduction to the city.


Bus #69 runs east-west between the Eiffel Tower and Père Lachaise Cemetery by way of Rue Cler, Quai d’Orsay, the Louvre, and the Marais. [image: image] See the Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour chapter.
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Bus #24 runs east-west along the Seine riverbank from Gare St. Lazare to Madeleine, Place de la Concorde, Orsay Museum, the Louvre, St. Michel, Notre-Dame, and Jardin des Plantes, all the way to Bercy Village (cafés and shops).


Bus #63 is another good east-west route, connecting the Marmottan Museum, Trocadéro (Eiffel Tower), Pont de l’Alma, Orsay Museum, St. Sulpice Church, Luxembourg Garden, Latin Quarter/Panthéon, and Gare de Lyon.


Bus #73 is one of Paris’ most scenic lines, starting at the Orsay Museum and running westbound around Place de la Concorde, then up the Champs-Elysées, around the Arc de Triomphe, and down Avenue Charles de Gaulle to La Défense.


[image: Image]






By Taxi



Parisian taxis are reasonable, especially for couples and families. The meters are tamper-proof. Fares and supplements (described in English on the rear windows) are straightforward and tightly regulated.


A taxi can fit four people. Cabbies are legally required to accept four passengers, though they don’t always like it. If you have five in your group, you can book a larger taxi in advance (your hotelier can call), or try your luck at a taxi stand. A surcharge may be applied for a fifth rider.


Rates: All Parisian taxis start with €2.60 on the meter and have a minimum charge of €7. A 20-minute ride (such as Bastille to the Eiffel Tower) costs about €25 (versus about €1.40/person using a carnet ticket on the Métro or bus, or about €15 via Uber). Taxi drivers charge higher rates at rush hour, at night, all day Sunday, and for extra passengers (see above). There’s a standard flat rate for the airport—see here. To tip, round up to the next euro (at least €0.50). The A, B, or C lights on a taxi’s rooftop sign correspond to hourly rates, which vary with the time of day and day of the week (for example, the A rate of €32.50/hour applies Mon-Sat 10:00-17:00). Tired travelers need not bother with the subtle differences in fares—if you need a cab, take it.


How to Catch un Taxi: You can try waving down a taxi, but it’s often easier to ask someone for the nearest taxi stand (“Où est une station de taxi?”; oo ay ewn stah-see-ohn duh tahk-see). Taxi stands are indicated by a circled “T” on good city maps and on many maps in this book. To order a taxi in English, call the reservation line for the G7 cab company (tel. 01 41 27 66 99), or ask your hotelier or waiter to call for you. When you summon a taxi by phone, a set fee of €4 is applied for an immediate booking or €7 for reserving in advance (this fee will appear on the meter when they pick you up). Smartphone users can book a taxi using the cab company’s app, which also provides approximate wait times (surcharge similar to booking by phone). To download an app, search for either “Taxi G7” or “Taxis Bleus” (the two major companies, both available in English).


Taxis are tough to find during rush hour, when it’s raining, on weekend nights, or on any night after the Métro closes. If you need to catch a train or flight early in the morning, book a taxi the day before (especially for weekday departures). Some taxi companies require a €5 reservation fee by credit card for weekday morning rush-hour departures (7:00-10:00) and only have a limited number of reservation spots.


By Bike


Paris is surprisingly easy by bicycle. The city is flat, and riders have access to more than 370 miles of bike lanes and many of the priority lanes for buses and taxis (be careful on these). You can rent from a bike-rental shop or use the city-operated Vélib’ bikes. Though I wouldn’t use bikes to get around routinely (traffic is a bit too intense), they’re perfect for a joyride away from busy streets. Bike-rental shops have good route suggestions. I biked along the river from Notre-Dame to the Eiffel Tower in 15 wonderfully scenic minutes. The Left Bank riverside promenade between the Orsay Museum and Pont de l’Alma is magnificent for biking. For a self-guided ride combining the Eiffel Tower and the riverside promenade, see here. For information on bike tours—a safe way to sightsee with a group—see here.


Urban bikers will find Paris a breeze. First-timers will get the hang of it quickly enough by following some simple rules. Always stay to the right in your lane, bike single-file, stay off sidewalks, watch out for opening doors on parked cars, signal with your arm before making turns, and use bike paths when available. Obey the traffic laws as if you were driving a car. Parisians use the same road rules as Americans, with two exceptions: When passing vehicles or other bikes, always pass on the left (it’s illegal to pass on the right); and where there is no stoplight, always yield to traffic merging from the right, even if you’re on a major road and the merging driver is on a side street. You’ll find a bell on your bike; use it like a horn to warn pedestrians who don’t see you.
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Sundays are peaceful for pedaling, when the city’s “Paris Respire” program opens up some streets to cyclists and rollerbladers (cars are banned) from 9:00 to 17:00. Participating neighborhoods include the Marais, Montmartre, the Rue Mouffetard area east of Luxembourg Garden, and the Rue Daguerre area (near the Denfert-Rochereau Métro station). Also open are sections of the small roads directly bordering the Seine—on the Left Bank from the Eiffel Tower to the Orsay and also outside of the Paris Plages (see here), on the Right Bank between the Louvre and Gare de Lyon. Neighborhood bike-path maps are available at www.paris.fr/parisrespire. The TIs have a helpful “Paris à Vélo” map, which shows all the dedicated bike paths. Many other versions are available for sale at newsstand kiosks, some bookstores, and department stores.


Rental Bikes: The following companies rent bikes to individuals and offer organized bike tours (see “Bike Tours,” later) and general tips about cycling in Paris. Bike About Tours is your best bet for bike rental, with good information and kid-friendly solutions such as baby seats, tandem attachments, and kid-sized bikes. Their office/coffee shop, called Le Peloton Café, offers bikes, tours, and artisan coffee (bike rental-€15/day during office hours, €20/24 hours, includes lock and helmet; daily 9:00-17:00, closed Dec-mid-Feb; shop/café at 17 Rue du Pont Louis Philippe, Mo: Hôtel de Ville, tel. 06 18 80 84 92, www.bikeabouttours.com). Fat Tire Bike Tours has a limited supply of bikes for rent, so call ahead to check availability (€4/hour, €25/24 hours, includes lock and helmet, photo ID and credit-card imprint required for deposit, €2/day rental discount with this book, maximum 2 discounts per book; office open daily 9:00-18:30, May-Aug bike rental only after 11:00 as priority is given to those taking a tour, 24 Rue Edgar Faure—see map on here, Mo: Dupleix, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


Vélib’ Bikes: The city’s Vélib’ program (from vélo + libre = “bike freedom”) gives residents and foreigners alike access to more than 20,000 bikes at nearly 1,500 stations scattered around the city at great rates. Use these bikes only for short-term rental (a few hours or less), as pricing is structured to discourage longer use. If you want a bike for longer, rent from one of the companies I list above. Vélib’ bikes are also very heavy—avoid hills and stairs or rent elsewhere. See the sidebar on here for step-by-step rental instructions.


Tours in Paris


[image: image] To sightsee on your own, download my free audio tours that illuminate some of Paris’ top sights and neighborhoods, including the Historic Paris Walk, Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, and Versailles Palace (see sidebar on here for details).


BY BUS OR PETIT TRAIN


Bus Tours


City Vision offers bus tours of Paris, day and night. I’d consider them only for their nighttime tour (see here) or for tricky-to-reach day trips (such as Vaux-le-Vicomte). During the day, you’ll get a better value and more versatility by taking a hop-on, hop-off tour by bus (described next) or Batobus boat (see “By Boat,” later), which provide transportation between sights.




Guide to Vélib’ Bike Rental


It’s easy to borrow a Vélib’ bike and ride like the locals. With a debit card, a chip-and-PIN card, or an American Express credit card, you should be able to follow these instructions and rent a bike at any rack in Paris. Should you have trouble you can also register online at http://en.velib.paris.fr. The subscription process is in English and easy to follow.


First locate a station near you. They are everywhere (or use the Vélib’ app, which shows how many bikes and parking slots are available at the nearest stations). Once you find a rack, locate the screen meant for registration. Touch any key to activate, and select English language. Touch “1” to buy a 24-hour ticket (€1.70) or a 7-day ticket (€8), or use a Navigo Métro pass. You can check out a bike as many times as you want while your ticket is valid. There’s no extra charge for taking a bike for less than 30 minutes. After the first 30 minutes of each session, added charges start racking up: €1 for the first half-hour, €2 for a second half-hour, and €4 for each half-hour after that. So a two-hour rental would cost €7 (in addition to the initial €1.70 ticket cost).


Next, insert your card and authorize a €150 hold on your account (to be released once the bike is returned). You’ll be asked to choose a four-digit PIN; then you’ll receive an 8- to 10-digit number.


Switch to the screen meant for bike rental (sometimes on the other side), and click “Use pre-purchased ticket” (or similar wording). Insert the 8- to 10-digit number on the machine, then follow with your four-digit PIN. Select the bike you want, find the bike station number, and enter this number. Do not select a bike with a seat turned backwards, which means the bike needs maintenance. Unlock your bike by pushing on the gray button next to the bike.


To return the bike, wheel it to any available station and plug it in appropriately. Wait 10 seconds and you should see the red light on the station turn green and hear two beeps. This means you have returned the bike successfully.





Hop-On, Hop-Off Bus Tours


Double-decker buses connect Paris’ main sights, giving you an easy once-over of the city with a basic recorded commentary, punctuated with vintage French folk songs. You can hop off at any stop, tour a sight, then hop on a later bus. It’s dang scenic, but only if you get a top-deck seat and the weather’s decent. Because of traffic and stops, these buses can be dreadfully slow. (Busy sightseers will do better using the Métro to connect sights.) On the plus side, because the buses move so slowly, you have time to read my sight descriptions, making this a decent orientation tour.


Of the several different hop-on, hop-off bus companies, L’OpenTour is best. They offer frequent service on four routes covering central Paris. You can even transfer between routes with one ticket. Look up the various routes and stops either on their website or by picking up a brochure (available at any TI or on one of their bright yellow-and-green buses). Their Paris Grand Tour (green route) offers the best introduction and most frequent buses (every 10 minutes). Other routes run a bit less frequently (every 15-30 minutes). You can catch the bus at just about any major sight (look for the Open Bus icon on public transit bus shelters and signs). Buy tickets from the driver or online and download directly to your smartphone (1 day-€33, 2 days-€37, 3 days-€41, kids 4-11 pay €17 for 1, 2, or 3 days, days must be consecutive, allow 2 hours per route, tel. 01 42 66 56 56, www.paris.opentour.com). A combo-ticket covers the Batobus boats, described later (2 days-€46, 3 days-€50, kids 4-11-€21). L’OpenTour also runs night illumination tours (see here).




Rollerblading with Parisians


Inline skaters take to the streets most Sunday afternoons and Friday evenings. It’s serious skaters only on Fridays (they meet at 21:30 and are ready to roll at 22:00), but anyone can join in on Sundays (at 14:30). Police close off different routes each week to keep locals engaged, but the starting points are always the same. On Sunday, skaters leave from the south side of Place de la Bastille (for the route, see www.rollers-coquillages.org, click on “Randonnées du Dimanches,” then your date); on Fridays it’s from Place Raoul Dautry (Mo: Montparnasse; see route at www.pari-roller.com). You can rent skates near Sunday’s starting point at Nomades (€6/half-day, €9/day, Tue-Fri 11:00-13:30 & 14:30-19:30, Sat 10:00-19:00, Sun 12:00-18:00, closed Mon, 37 Boulevard Bourdon, near Place de la Bastille, Mo: Bastille, tel. 01 44 54 07 44).





Big Bus Paris runs a fleet of buses around Paris on a route with just 10 stops and recorded narration (1 day-€33, 2 days-€37, kids 4-12-€16, 10 percent cheaper if you book online, tel. 01 53 95 39 53, www.bigbustours.com).


Paris’ cheapest “bus tour” is simply to hop on city bus #69 and follow my commentary. [image: image] See the Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour chapter.


Petit Train Tour


For a relaxing cultural overview of Paris that requires no walking, “Another Paris” Mini-train Tours offers five neighborhood itineraries, with simple yet informative audio commentary, on their blue petit train. With see-through roofs (covered in the peak heat of summer) and huge view windows, passengers enjoy a leisurely ride through streets that large buses can’t access. Tours cover neighborhoods such as the Marais, the Latin Quarter, St. Germain-des-Prés, and Montparnasse. See their website for itinerary and departure details (daily Mon-Fri, 1.5 hours, reservations required; tel. 06 31 99 29 38, www.another-paris.com, contact@another-paris.com).
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BY BOAT


Seine Cruises


Several companies run one-hour boat cruises on the Seine. A typical cruise loops back and forth between the Eiffel Tower and the Pont d’Austerlitz, and drops you off where you started. For the best experience, cruise at twilight or after dark. (To dine while you cruise, see “Dinner Cruises” on here.) Two of the companies—Bateaux-Mouches and Bateaux Parisiens—are convenient to Rue Cler hotels, and both run daily year-round (April-Oct 10:00-22:30, 2-3/hour; Nov-March shorter hours, runs hourly). Some offer discounts for early online bookings.
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Bateaux-Mouches, the oldest boat company in Paris, departs from Pont de l’Alma’s right bank and has the biggest open-top, double-decker boats (higher up means better views). But this company caters to tour groups, making their boats jammed and noisy (€13.50, kids 4-12-€5.50, tel. 01 42 25 96 10, www.bateaux-mouches.fr).


Bateaux Parisiens has smaller covered boats with audioguides, fewer crowds, and only one deck. I’d pass on this cruise, as you’re stuck inside the boat. It leaves from right in front of the Eiffel Tower (€15, kids 3-12-€7, tel. 01 76 64 14 45, www.bateauxparisiens.com).


Vedettes du Pont Neuf offers essentially the same one-hour tour as the other companies, but starts and ends at Pont Neuf, closer to recommended hotels in the Marais and Luxembourg Garden neighborhoods. The boats feature a live guide whose delivery (in English and French) is as stiff as a recorded narration—and as hard to understand, given the quality of their sound system (€14, €12 if you book directly with this book in 2017, discounts for online bookings, kids 4-12-€7, tip requested, nearly 2/hour, daily 10:30-22:30, tel. 01 46 33 98 38, www.vedettesdupontneuf.com).




Connecting with the Culture


Paris hosts more visitors than any other city in the world, and with such a robust tourism industry, many travelers feel cut off from “real life” in the City of Light. Fortunately, Paris offers beaucoup ways for you to connect with locals—and thereby make your trip more personal...and more memorable.


Staying with a family is a simple way to experience everyday Parisian life firsthand. Several agencies set up bed-and-breakfast stays in private homes (listed on here). Other opportunities abound:


Meeting the Locals


I’m amazed at the number of groups that help travelers meet locals. These get good reviews:


Meeting the French puts travelers in touch with Parisians who offer bed-and-breakfast listings, conversations groups, specialty tours, and more (fees vary by activity, tel. 01 42 51 19 80, www.meetingthefrench.com).
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Paris Greeter is an all-volunteer organization that connects travelers with English-speaking Parisians who want to share their knowledge of the city. These volunteer “guides” act as informal companions who can show you “their Paris”—it’s like seeing Paris through the eyes of a friend. The tours are free (though donations are welcome); you must sign up five weeks before your visit (www.greeters.paris).


The American Church and Franco-American Center, an interdenominational church in the Rue Cler neighborhood, offers many services for travelers wanting to connect with Parisian culture. The Thursday-evening English/French language exchange (18:00-19:30) is a handy way to meet locals who want to improve their English. It’s free and relaxed—just show up. You’ll chat with Parisians, who will respond in their best English. English-language worship services are held every Sunday (at 9:00 and 11:00, contemporary service at 13:30). The coffee hour after each service and the free Sunday concerts (generally Sept-June at 17:00, but not every week and not in Dec) are a good way to meet the very international congregation (church reception open Mon-Sat 9:00-12:30 & 13:30-22:00, Sun 8:30-19:00, 65 Quai d’Orsay, Mo: Invalides, tel. 01 40 62 05 00, www.acparis.org).


Cooking Schools and Wine Tastings: It’s easy to hook up with small cooking schools and wine-tasting classes that provide an unthreatening and personal experience (see here).


Language Classes: You’re at Kilomètre Zéro of the French language—where better to take a class? You’ll have no problem finding French-language classes for any level, and class size is usually small. Alliance Francaise has the best reputation and good variety of courses (101 Boulevard Raspail, tel. 01 42 84 90 00, www.alliancefr.org). France Langue provides intensive classes on a weekly basis, some focusing on topics like wine, sports, business, or culture (tel. 01 45 00 40 15 or 01 42 66 18 08, www.france-langue.fr). Le Français Face à Face runs one-on-one intensive French courses with total immersion (based in Angers, tel. 06 66 60 00 63, www.lefrancaisfaceaface.com).


Conversation Swap: Parler Parlor is a free-form conversation group organized for native French and English speakers who want to practice in a relaxed environment. In a small group, you’ll discuss interesting topics—45 minutes in French, then 45 minutes in English. Your first visit is free; after that it’s €12 a session (several meetings per week, none in summer, tel. 01 48 42 26 10, www.parlerparlor.com, info@parlerparlor.com). Their monthly Après-Midi meet-ups provide another chance to exchange conversation.


Meeting the Americans


Long-term American residents can give you surprisingly keen insight into life in Paris.


The American Church and Franco-American Center is the community center for Americans living in Paris (see previous page).


The American Library, in the Rue Cler neighborhood, offers free programs and events for adults and children (10 Rue du Général Camou, Mo: Ecole Militaire, tel. 01 53 59 12 60, www.americanlibraryinparis.org).


WICE (Women in Continuing Education) is a nonprofit association that provides an impressive array of cultural and educational programs in English for those eager to master the art of living in France. Check their schedule at www.wice-paris.org, or call 01 45 66 75 50.


Meetup connects people in cities around the world, whether they are in town for a day or longer. Sponsored events include picnics, museum tours, cocktail evenings, and more. This is a particularly good tool for the 20-something traveler (www.meetup.com, search “Paris” to find groups according to your interests).






Hop-On, Hop-Off Boat Tour



Batobus allows you to get on and off as often as you like at any of eight popular stops along the Seine. The boats, which make a continuous circuit, stop in this order: Eiffel Tower, Orsay Museum, St. Germain-des-Prés, Notre-Dame, Jardin des Plantes, Hôtel de Ville, the Louvre, and Pont Alexandre III, near the Champs-Elysées (1 day-€16, 2 days-€18, April-Aug boats run every 20 minutes 10:00-21:30, Sept-March every 25 minutes 10:00-19:00, 45 minutes one-way, 1.5-hour round-trip, www.batobus.com). If you use this for getting around—sort of a scenic, floating alternative to the Métro—it can be worthwhile, but if you just want a guided boat tour, the Seine cruises described earlier are a better choice. Combo-tickets covering the L’OpenTour hop-on, hop-off buses (described earlier) are available, but skip the one-day ticket—you’ll feel rushed trying to take full advantage of the bus and boat routes in a single day.


Low-Key Cruise on a Tranquil Canal


Canauxrama runs a lazy three-hour cruise connecting the Orsay Museum and the Bassin de la Villette (near Mo: Stalingrad). You’ll pass Notre-Dame and Ile de la Cité along the Seine, then float on the Canal St. Martin through a long tunnel (built by order of Napoleon in the early 19th century, when canal boats were vital for industrial transport). You’ll glide—not much faster than you can walk—through sleepy Parisian neighborhoods and slowly pass through four double locks as a guide narrates in French and English (adults-€20, kids 12 and under-€13, check online for discounts for advance booking, departs at 9:45 from the riverbank below the Orsay Museum and in the opposite direction at 14:45 from Bassin de la Villette, tel. 01 42 39 15 00, www.canauxrama.com). It’s OK to bring a picnic on board.


ON FOOT


Walking Tours


For food-oriented walking tours, see here.


Paris Walks offers a variety of thoughtful and entertaining two-hour walks, led by British and American guides (€15-20, generally 2/day—morning and afternoon, private tours available, family-friendly and Louvre tours are a specialty, best to check current offerings on their website, tel. 01 48 09 21 40, www.paris-walks.com, paris@paris-walks.com). Tours focus on the Marais, Montmartre, St. Germain-des-Prés and the medieval Latin Quarter, Ile de la Cité/Notre-Dame, the “Two Islands” (Ile de la Cité and Ile St. Louis), the Revolution, and Hemingway’s Paris. They also run less-frequent tours to the Puces St. Ouen flea market, in addition to tours on WWI and WWII topics. Reservations aren’t necessary for most tours, but specialty tours—such as the Louvre, fashion, or chocolate tours—require advance reservations and prepayment with credit card (deposits are nonrefundable).


Context Travel offers “intellectual by design” walking tours geared for serious learners. The tours are led by well-versed docents (historians, architects, and academics) and cover both museums and specific neighborhoods. They range from traditional topics such as French art history in the Louvre and the Gothic architecture of Notre-Dame to more thematic explorations like immigration and the changing face of Paris, jazz in the Latin Quarter, and the history of the baguette. It’s best to book in advance—groups are limited to six participants and can fill up fast (€70-105/person, admission to sights extra, generally 3 hours, tel. 09 75 18 04 15, US tel. 800-691-6036, www.contexttravel.com). They also offer private tours and excursions outside Paris.


Fat Tire Tours offers lowbrow, lighter-on-information but high-on-fun walking tours (run by Fat Tire Bike Tours). Their three-hour Classic Paris Walking Tour covers most major sights and has an option that includes a Louvre ticket (usually Mon, Wed, and Fri at 10:00 or 14:00). They also offer neighborhood walks of Montmartre, the Marais, and the Latin Quarter, as well as a themed walk on the French Revolution. Fat Tire also offers a range of “Skip the Line” tours of major sights, including the Louvre, Notre-Dame Tower, Catacombs, Eiffel Tower, Sainte-Chapelle, and Versailles. Paying more to visit a sight this way is most worthwhile at Sainte-Chapelle, the Eiffel Tower (if you were not able to reserve ahead), and Notre-Dame Tower. Reservations are required and can be made online, by phone, or in person at their office near the Eiffel Tower (€20-40/person for walking tours, €40-90/person for Skip the Line tours, €2 discount per person with this book—two-discount maximum per book; office open daily 9:00-19:00, shorter hours off-season, 36 Avenue de la Bourdonnais, Mo: Ecole Militaire, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


Local Guides


For many, Paris merits hiring a Parisian as a personal guide. Thierry Gauduchon is a terrific guide and a gifted teacher (€230/half-day, €450/day, tel. 06 19 07 30 77, tgauduchon@gmail.com). Sylvie Moreau also leads good tours in Paris (€200 for 3 hours, €320 for 7 hours, tel. 01 74 30 27 46, mobile 06 87 02 80 67, sylvie.ja.moreau@gmail.com). Arnaud Servignat is a top guide who has taught me much about Paris (private tours starting at €200, also does minivan tours of the countryside around Paris for more, mobile 06 68 80 29 05, www.french-guide.com, arnotour@me.com). Elisabeth Van Hest is another likable and very capable guide (€200/half-day, tel. 01 43 41 47 31, mobile 06 77 80 19 89, elisa.guide@gmail.com). Sylviane Ceneray is gentle and knowledgeable (€200/half-day, tel. 06 84 48 02 44, www.paris-asyoulikeit.com).


ON WHEELS


Bike Tours


A bike tour is a fun way to see Paris. Two companies—Bike About Tours and Fat Tire Bike Tours—offer tours and bike maps of Paris, and give good advice on cycling routes in the city. Their tour routes cover different areas of the city, so avid cyclists could do both without much repetition.


Run by Christian (American) and Paul (New Zealander), Bike About Tours offers easygoing tours with a focus on the eastern half of the city. Their four-hour tours run daily year-round at 10:00 (also at 15:00 May-Sept). You’ll meet at the statue of Charlemagne in front of Notre-Dame, then walk nearby to get your bikes. The tour includes a good back-street visit of the Marais, Rive Gauche outdoor sculpture park, Ile de la Cité, heart of the Latin Quarter (with a lunch break), Louvre, Les Halles, and Pompidou Center. Group tours have a 12-person maximum—reserve online to guarantee a spot, or show up and take your chances (€30, 10 percent discount on this tour with this book, includes helmets upon request, private group tours available). Their private family tours of Paris include fun activities like scavenger hunts (€200 for 2 people, €25/person after that, complimentary boat-tour tickets—a €14 value—included, see listing on here). They also offer a day-trip bike tour of Versailles.


Over at Fat Tire Bike Tours, a gang of Anglophone expats offers an extensive program of bike, Segway (see next), and walking tours (see earlier). Their young guides run four-hour bike tours of Paris day and night (adults-€34, kids-€32 but must weigh at least 100 pounds, €4 discount per person with this book—two-discount maximum per book, reservations recommended but not required, especially in off-season). Kid-size bikes are available, as are tandem attachments that hook on to a parent’s bike. On the day tour, you’ll pedal with a pack of 10 to 20 riders, mostly in parks and along bike lanes, with a lunch stop in the Tuileries Garden (tours leave daily rain or shine at 10:30, April-Oct also at 14:30). Livelier night tours follow a route past floodlit monuments and include a boat cruise on the Seine (€44, April-Oct daily at 18:30, less frequent in winter). Both tours meet at the exit of the Dupleix Métro station near the Eiffel Tower; from there you’ll walk to the nearby Fat Tire office to pick up bikes (helmets available on request at no extra charge; see listing on here). They also run bike tours to Versailles and Giverny (reservations required, see website for details).



Segway Tour



Fat Tire offers pricey three-hour City Segway Tours. Learn to ride these stand-up motorized scooters while exploring Paris (you’ll get the hang of it after about a half-hour). These tours take no more than eight people at a time, so reservations are required. Kids must be at least 12 years old or 100 pounds (€80, daily at 9:30, April-Oct also at 13:30 and 17:30, off-season tours are shorter, cheaper, and colder, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


[image: Image]


Wheelchair Tour


Paris on Wheels provides services for travelers with disabilities, including city wheelchair tours, excursions from Paris, and transportation within the city—a terrific service, as public transportation is not wheelchair-accessible (tel. 06 68 23 74 38, www.parisonwheels.com, derek@parisonwheels.com).


WEEKEND TOUR PACKAGES FOR STUDENTS


Andy Steves (Rick’s son) runs Weekend Student Adventures (WSA Europe), offering three-day and 10-day budget travel packages across Europe including accommodations, skip-the-line sightseeing, and unique local experiences. Locally guided and DIY unguided options are available for student and budget travelers in 12 of Europe’s most popular cities, including Paris (guided trips from €199, see www.wsaeurope.com for details).


EXCURSIONS FROM PARIS


You’ll never run out of things to do in Paris, but the outlying areas may lure you out of the city. The grand châteaux at Versailles, Vaux-le-Vicomte, and Fontainebleau, the cathedral at Chartres, Monet’s garden at Giverny, and the artist town of Auvers-sur-Oise are all within reach as day trips. You can go on your own (for details, see the Day Trips from Paris chapter), or go with a local guide—most of the guides listed earlier will do excursion tours from Paris using your rental car.


Farther from Paris


It’s easy to arrange day trips from Paris to places around northern France, such as Reims, the Loire Valley, and the D-Day beaches of Normandy (all beyond the scope of this book, but well covered in Rick Steves France). Thanks to bullet trains and good local guides who can help you maximize your time, well-coordinated blitz-tour trips to these places are doable (though hardly relaxing). To see these places in a day, I recommend using a guide from the region who will meet you at the train station (most have cars) and show you the highlights before getting you back on your return train to Paris. Book well in advance, especially for the D-Day beaches.


Reims: The wine gurus at Ô Château in Paris offer day trips and tastings to Reims and Champagne (see here for contact info).


Loire Valley: Pascal Accolay runs Acco-Dispo, which offers good all-day château tours from the city of Tours—an hour from Paris by train (tel. 06 82 00 64 51, www.accodispo-tours.com).


D-Day Beaches: An army of small companies offers all-day excursions to the D-Day beaches from Bayeux or Caen, both reachable by train from Paris in 2.5 hours or less. These guides are top notch: Dale Booth Normandy Tours (Dale Booth, tel. 02 33 71 53 76, www.dboothnormandytours.com, dboothholidays@sfr.fr), D-Day Historian Tours (Paul Woodadge, mobile 07 88 02 76 57, www.ddayhistorian.com, paul@ddayhistorian.com), Normandy American Heroes Tours (Rodolphe Passera, tel. 06 30 55 63 39, www.normandyamericanheroes.com, normandyamericanheroes@gmail.com), First Normandy Battlefield Tours (Allan Bryson, www.firstnormandybattlefieldtours.com, firstnormandy@sfr.fr), and Normandy Battle Tours (Stuart Robertson, tel. 02 33 41 28 34, www.normandybattletours.com, stuart@normandybattletours.com).


Bayeux Shuttle takes individual signups for their minivan tours and has an easy booking calendar online (tel. 06 59 70 72 55, www.bayeuxshuttle.com). The Caen Memorial Museum’s “D-Day Tour” package includes pickup from the Caen train station, a guided tour through the WWII exhibits at the Memorial Museum, lunch, and then a five-hour afternoon tour in English (and French) of the major Anglo-American or Canadian beaches. Your day ends with a drop-off at the Caen train station in time to catch a train back to Paris (tel. 02 31 06 06 44, www.memorial-caen.fr).


Other Day-Trip Options


If you’d be happier letting someone else arrange the logistics, the following companies offer convenient transportation and a smidgeon of guiding to destinations outside Paris.


Paris Webservices, a reliable outfit, offers day trips with English-speaking chauffeur-guides in cushy minivans for private groups to Giverny, Versailles, Mont St-Michel, D-Day Beaches, and more (figure €90-140/person for groups of 4 or more, use promo code “PWSRS08” and show current edition of this book for discounts of 5 percent—discount valid only for their tours, tel. 01 45 56 91 67, or 09 52 06 02 59, www.pariswebservices.com, contactpws@pariswebservices.com).


City Vision runs tours to several popular regional destinations, including the Loire Valley, Champagne region, D-Day beaches, and Mont St-Michel (tel. 01 42 60 30 01, www.pariscityvision.com). Their minivan tours are pricier, but more personal and given in English, and most offer convenient pickup at your Paris hotel (half-day tour about €100/person, all-day tour about €200/person). Their full-size bus tours are multilingual, mass-marketed, and mediocre at best, but can be worthwhile for some travelers simply for the ease of transportation to the sights (about €80-170, destinations include Versailles, Giverny, Mont St-Michel, and more).
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SIGHTS IN PARIS


Paris at a Glance


Sightseeing Strategies


PARIS MUSEUM PASS


Map: Paris


AVOIDING LINES WITHOUT A PASS


Sights


HISTORIC CORE OF PARIS


▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral (Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris)


Paris Archaeological Crypt


▲Deportation Memorial (Mémorial de la Déportation)


▲Ile St. Louis


▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle


▲Conciergerie


▲Paris Plages (Paris Beaches)


MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD


▲▲▲Louvre (Musée du Louvre)


Map: Major Museums Neighborhood


Palais Royal Courtyards


▲▲▲Orsay Museum (Musée d’Orsay)


▲▲Orangerie Museum (Musée de l’Orangerie)


EIFFEL TOWER AND NEARBY


▲▲▲Eiffel Tower (La Tour Eiffel)


▲Quai Branly Museum (Musée du Quai Branly)


Map: Eiffel Tower & Nearby


▲Paris Sewer Tour (Les Egouts de Paris)


▲Riverside Promenade (Les Berges du Seine)


National Maritime Museum (Musée National de la Marine)


Architecture and Monuments Museum (Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine)


Museum of Wine (Musée du Vin)


▲▲Rue Cler


▲▲Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb (Musée de l’Armée)


▲▲Rodin Museum (Musée Rodin)


▲Self-Guided Bike Loop from Champ de Mars Park


▲▲Marmottan Museum (Musée Marmottan Monet)


LEFT BANK


▲Latin Quarter (Quartier Latin)


▲▲Cluny Museum (Musée National du Moyen Age)


St. Germain-des-Prés


▲St. Sulpice Church


Map: Left Bank


Delacroix Museum (Musée National Eugène Delacroix)


▲Luxembourg Garden (Jardin du Luxembourg)


▲Panthéon


Map: Panthéon


Montparnasse Tower


▲Catacombs


CHAMPS-ELYSEES AND NEARBY


▲▲▲Champs-Elysées


▲▲Arc de Triomphe


▲Petit Palais (and the Musée des Beaux-Arts)


Grand Palais


Map: Champs-Elysées Area


▲Paris Ferris Wheel (Roue de Paris)


View from Hôtel Hyatt Regency


La Défense and La Grande Arche


OPERA NEIGHBORHOOD


Map: Opéra Neighborhood


▲▲Opéra Garnier (Opéra National de Paris—Palais Garnier)


Map: Opéra Garnier 2nd Floor


Fragonard Perfume Museum


High-End Shopping


▲▲Jacquemart-André Museum (Musée Jacquemart-André)


MARAIS NEIGHBORHOOD AND NEARBY


▲Carnavalet Museum (Musée Carnavalet)


▲▲Picasso Museum (Musée Picasso)


▲Jewish Art and History Museum (Musée d’Art et Histoire du Judaïsme)


Map: Marais Neighborhood & Nearby


Holocaust Memorial (Mémorial de la Shoah)


▲▲Pompidou Center (Centre Pompidou)


Promenade Plantée Park (Viaduc des Arts)


▲Père Lachaise Cemetery (Cimetière du Père Lachaise)


Victor Hugo’s House (Maison Victor Hugo)


MONTMARTRE


▲▲Sacré-Cœur


▲Montmartre Museum (Musée de Montmartre)


Pigalle


Paris is blessed with world-class museums and monuments—more than anyone could see in a single visit. To help you prioritize your limited time and money, I’ve chosen what I think are the best of Paris’ many sights. I’ve clustered them into walkable neighborhoods for more efficient sightseeing.


When you see a [image: image] in a listing, it means the sight is described in greater detail in one of my self-guided walks or tours. A [image: image] means the walk or tour is available as a free audio tour (via my Rick Steves Audio Europe app—see here). Some walks and tours are available in both formats—take your pick.


This is why some of Paris’ greatest sights get less coverage in this chapter—we’ll explore them later in the book, where you’ll also find crucial info on avoiding lines, saving money, and finding a decent bite to eat nearby.


For general tips on sightseeing, see here. For advice on saving money, see “Affording Paris’ Sights” on here. Also, be sure to check www.ricksteves.com/update for any significant changes that may have occurred since this book was printed.


Sightseeing Strategies


If you plan ahead, you can avoid many of the lines that tourists suffer through in Paris. For most sightseers, the best single way to avoid long lines is to buy a Paris Museum Pass. If you decide to forego the pass—or for sights not covered by the pass—you have other options. Note, though, that because of heightened terrorism concerns, there are likely to be slow security checks at most tourist-oriented sights.



PARIS MUSEUM PASS



In Paris there are two classes of sightseers—those with a Paris Museum Pass, and those who stand in line. The pass admits you to many of Paris’ most popular sights, and it allows you to skip ticket-buying lines (but not security lines). You’ll save time and money by getting this pass. Pertinent details about the pass are outlined here—for more info, visit www.parismuseumpass.com.


Buying the Pass


The pass pays for itself with four key admissions in two days (for example, the Louvre, Orsay, Sainte-Chapelle, and Versailles), and it lets you skip the ticket line at most sights (2 days-€48, 4 days-€62, 6 days-€74, no youth or senior discounts). It’s sold at participating museums, monuments, TIs (small fee added; includes TIs at Paris airports), and at some souvenir stores located near major sights. Try to avoid buying the pass at a major museum (such as the Louvre), where the supply can be spotty and lines long. It’s not worth the cost or hassle to buy the pass online—you have to either pay dearly for shipping, or print vouchers and redeem them in person at a Paris TI.


To determine whether the pass is a good value for your trip, tally up what you want to see from the list below. Remember, with the pass you skip to the front of most (but not all) lines, which can save hours of waiting, especially in summer. Another benefit is that you can pop into lesser sights that otherwise might not be worth the expense.


Families: The pass isn’t worth buying for children and teens, as most museums are free or discounted for those under age 18 (teenagers may need to show ID as proof of age). If parents have a Museum Pass, kids can usually skip the ticket lines as well. A few places, such as the Arc de Triomphe and Army Museum, require everyone—even pass holders—to stand in line to collect your child’s free ticket.


What the Paris Museum Pass Covers


Here’s a list of key sights and their admission prices without the pass:
















	Louvre (€15)

	Notre-Dame Tower (€10)






	Orsay Museum (€11)

	Paris Archaeological Crypt (€7)






	Orangerie Museum (€9)

	Paris Sewer Tour (€4.40)






	Sainte-Chapelle (€8.50)

	Cluny Museum (€8)






	Arc de Triomphe (€9.50)

	Pompidou Center (€14)






	Rodin Museum (€10)

	Picasso Museum (€11)






	Army Museum (€11)

	Conciergerie (€8.50)






	Panthéon (€8.50)

	Château Chantilly (€16)






	Château Fontainebleau (€11)

	Versailles (€25 total)









Notable sights that are not covered by the pass include the Eiffel Tower, Montparnasse Tower, Marmottan Museum, Opéra Garnier, Notre-Dame Treasury, Jacquemart-André Museum, Grand Palais, Catacombs, Montmartre Museum, Sacré-Cœur’s dome, and the ladies of Pigalle. The pass also does not cover these recommended sights outside Paris: Vaux-le-Vicomte, Château d’Auvers in Auvers-sur-Oise, and Monet’s Garden and House in Giverny.


Using the Pass


Plan carefully to make the most of your pass. Validate it only when you’re ready to tackle the covered sights on consecutive days. Activating it is simple—just write the start date you want (and your name) on the pass. But first make sure the sights you want to visit will be open when you want to go (many museums are closed on either a Mon or Tue).


[image: Image]


The pass provides the best value on days when sights close later, letting you extend your sightseeing day. Take advantage of late hours on selected evenings or times of year at the Arc de Triomphe, Pompidou Center, Notre-Dame Tower, Sainte-Chapelle, Louvre, Orsay, Rodin Museum, and Napoleon’s Tomb. On days that you don’t have pass coverage, plan to visit free sights and those not covered by the pass (see here for a list of free sights).


You can’t skip the security lines, though at a few sights (including the Louvre), pass holders may be able to skip to the front. Once past security, look for signs designating the entrance for reserved ticket holders. If it’s not obvious, boldly walk to the front of the ticket line, hold up your pass, and ask the ticket taker: “Entrez, pass?” (ahn-tray pahs). You’ll either be allowed to enter at that point, or you’ll be directed to a special entrance. For major sights, such as the Louvre and Orsay museums, I’ve identified pass holder entrances on the maps in this book. Don’t be shy—some places (the Orsay and the Arc de Triomphe, in particular) have long lines in which pass holders wait needlessly.


AVOIDING LINES WITHOUT A PASS


If you don’t purchase a Paris Museum Pass, or if a sight is not covered by the pass, there are other ways to avoid long waits in ticket-buying lines.


For some sights, you can buy advance tickets either at the official website or through a third party (for a fee). Some tickets require you to choose a specific entry time, like at the line-plagued Eiffel Tower. You can also buy tickets in advance for many other sights (including the Louvre, Orsay, Picasso Museum, Rodin Museum, and Monet’s gardens at Giverny) as well as for activities and cultural events (Bateaux-Mouches cruises, Sainte-Chapelle concerts, and performances at the Opéra Garnier).


TIs, FNAC department stores, and travel-services companies such as Paris Webservices and Fat Tire Tours sell individual “coupe-file” tickets (pronounced “koop feel”) for some sights, which allow you to use the Museum Pass entrance (worth the extra cost and trouble only for sights where lines are longest). TIs sell these tickets for a small fee, but elsewhere you can expect a surcharge of 10-20 percent. FNAC stores are everywhere (www.fnactickets.com), even on the Champs-Elysées (ask your hotelier for the nearest one); for Paris Webservices, see here. Despite the surcharges and often-long lines to buy them, getting coupe-file tickets can still be a good idea.


Fat Tire Tours offers Skip the Line tickets and tours of major sights, including the Louvre, Notre-Dame Tower, Catacombs, Eiffel Tower, Orsay, Sainte-Chapelle, and Versailles (see here or visit www.fattiretours.com/paris).


Some sights, such as the Louvre, have ticket-vending machines that save time in line. These accept cash (usually no bills larger than €20) or chip-and-PIN cards (so many American credit cards won’t work). And at certain sights, including the Louvre and Orsay, nearby shops sell tickets, allowing you to avoid the main ticket lines (for details, see the Louvre and Orsay tour chapters).


Sights


HISTORIC CORE OF PARIS


Many of these sights—Notre Dame, Sainte-Chapelle, and more—are covered in detail in my Historic Paris Walk. If a sight is covered in the walk, I’ve listed only its essentials here. [image: image] See my Historic Paris Walk or [image: image] download my free audio tour.



▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral (Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris)



This 850-year-old cathedral is packed with history and tourists. With a pair of 200-foot-tall bell towers, a facade studded with ornate statuary, beautiful stained-glass rose windows, famous gargoyles, a picture-perfect Seine-side location, and textbook flying buttresses, there’s a good reason that this cathedral of “Our Lady” (Notre-Dame) is France’s most famous church.


[image: Image]


Check out the facade: Mary with the Baby Jesus (in rose window) above the 28 Kings of Judah (statues that were beheaded during the Revolution). Stroll the interior, which echoes with history. Then wander around the exterior, through a forest of frilly buttresses, watched over by a fleet of whimsical gargoyles. The long line to the left is to climb the famous tower.


Cost and Hours: Cathedral—free, Mon-Sat 7:45-18:45, Sun 7:15-19:15; Tower—€10, covered by Museum Pass but no bypass line, daily April-Sept 10:00-18:30, Fri-Sat until 23:00 in July-Aug, Oct-March 10:00-17:30, last entry 45 minutes before closing, avoid the worst lines by arriving before 10:00 or after 17:00 (after 16:00 in winter); Treasury—€5, not covered by Museum Pass, Mon-Fri 9:30-18:00, Sat 9:30-18:30, Sun 13:30-18:40; audioguide-€5, free English tours—normally Mon, Tue, and Sat at 14:30, Wed and Thu at 14:00; Mo: Cité, Hôtel de Ville, or St. Michel; tel. 01 42 34 56 10, www.notredamedeparis.fr.


For a detailed tour of Notre-Dame Cathedral, [image: image] see here of my Historic Paris Walk or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


Paris Archaeological Crypt


This intriguing 20-minute stop lets you view Roman ruins from Emperor Augustus’ reign (when this island became ground zero in Paris), trace the street plan of the medieval village, and see diagrams of how early Paris grew. It’s all thoughtfully explained in English (pick up the floor plan with some background info) and well presented with videos and touchscreens.


Cost and Hours: €7, covered by Museum Pass, Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon, enter 100 yards in front of cathedral, tel. 01 55 42 50 10, www.crypte.paris.fr.


Visiting the Crypt: The first few displays put the ruins in historical context. Three models show the growth of Paris—from an uninhabited riverside plot to the grid-planned Roman town of Lutèce, then to an early medieval city with an enclosing wall and the church that preceded Notre-Dame. A fourth model (off to the left) shows the current Notre-Dame surrounded by buildings, along with the old, straight road—Rue Neuve de Notre-Dame—that led up to the church and now runs right down the center of the museum. The ruins in the middle of the museum are a confusing mix of foundations from all these time periods, including parts of the old Rue Neuve.




Paris at a Glance


▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral Paris’ most beloved church, with towers and gargoyles. Hours: Cathedral—Mon-Sat 7:45-18:45, Sun 7:15-19:15; Tower—daily April-Sept 10:00-18:30, Fri-Sat until 23:00 in July-Aug, Oct-March 10:00-17:30; Treasury—Mon-Fri 9:30-18:00, Sat 9:30-18:30, Sun 13:30-18:40. See here.





▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle Gothic cathedral with peerless stained glass. Hours: Daily March-Oct 9:30-18:00, Wed until 21:30 mid-May-mid-Sept, Nov-Feb 9:00-17:00. See here.





▲▲▲Louvre Europe’s oldest and greatest museum, starring Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, Wed and Fri until 21:45, closed Tue. See here.





▲▲▲Orsay Museum Nineteenth-century art, including Europe’s greatest Impressionist collection. Hours: Tue-Sun 9:30-18:00, Thu until 21:45, closed Mon. See here.





▲▲▲Eiffel Tower Paris’ soaring exclamation point. Hours: Daily mid-June-Aug 9:00-24:45, Sept-mid-June 9:30-23:45. See here.





▲▲▲Champs-Elysées Paris’ grand boulevard. Hours: Always open. See here.





▲▲▲Versailles The ultimate royal palace (Château), with a Hall of Mirrors, vast gardens, a grand canal, plus a queen’s playground (Trianon Palaces and Domaine de Marie-Antoinette). Hours: Château April-Oct Tue-Sun 8:30-19:00, Nov-March 9:00-17:30; Trianon/Domaine April-Oct Tue-Sun 12:00-18:30, Nov-March until 17:30; gardens generally April-Oct daily 8:00-20:30, Nov-March until 18:00; entire complex closed Mon year-round except the Gardens. See the Versailles chapter.





▲▲▲Picasso Museum World’s largest collection of Picasso’s works. Hours: Tue-Fri 11:30-18:00 (until 21:00 third Fri of month), Sat-Sun 9:30-18:00, closed Mon. See here.





▲▲Orangerie Museum Monet’s water lilies and modernist classics in a lovely setting. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, closed Tue. See here.





▲▲Rue Cler Ultimate Parisian market street. Hours: Stores open Tue-Sat 8:30-13:00 & 15:00-19:30, Sun 8:30-12:00, dead on Mon. See here.





▲▲Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb The emperor’s imposing tomb, flanked by museums of France’s wars. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00; tomb also open July-Aug until 19:00 and April-Sept Tue until 21:00; museum (except for tomb) closed first Mon of month Oct-June; Charles de Gaulle exhibit closed Mon year-round. See here.





▲▲Rodin Museum Works by the greatest sculptor since Michelangelo, with many statues in a peaceful garden. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-17:45, Wed until 20:45, closed Mon. See here.





▲▲Marmottan Museum Art museum focusing on Monet. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu until 21:00, closed Mon. See here.





▲▲Cluny Museum Medieval art with unicorn tapestries. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:15-17:45, closed Tue. See here.





▲▲Arc de Triomphe Triumphal arch marking start of Champs-Elysées. Hours: Always viewable; interior daily 10:00-23:00, Oct-March until 22:30. See here.





▲▲Opéra Garnier Grand belle époque theater with a modern ceiling by Chagall. Hours: Generally daily 10:00-16:30, mid-July-Aug until 18:00. See here.





▲▲Jacquemart-André Museum Art-strewn 19th-century mansion. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Mon until 20:30 during special exhibits. See here.





▲▲Pompidou Center Modern art in colorful building with city views. Hours: Permanent collection open Wed-Mon 11:00-21:00, closed Tue. See here.





▲▲Sacré-Cœur and Montmartre White basilica atop Montmartre with spectacular views. Hours: Daily 6:00-22:30; dome climb daily May-Sept 8:30-20:00, Oct-April 9:00-17:00. See here.





▲Panthéon Neoclassical monument and burial place of the famous. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:30, Oct-March until 18:00. See here.





▲Ile St. Louis Residential island behind Notre-Dame known for its restaurants. Hours: Always open. See here.





▲Jewish Art and History Museum History of Judaism in Europe. Hours: Tue-Fri 11:00-18:00, Sat-Sun 10:00-18:00, open later during special exhibits—Wed until 21:00 and Sat-Sun until 19:00, closed Mon year-round. See here.





▲Père Lachaise Cemetery Final home of Paris’ illustrious dead. Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-18:00, Sat 8:30-18:00, Sun 9:00-18:00, until 17:30 in winter. See here.





As you circle the ruins counter-clockwise, here are some highlights: Along the right side of the museum, you can see big stone blocks from the old Roman wall. At the back, you can step onto the remains of a Roman dock. Further along is a chance to build Notre-Dame Cathedral with a touchscreen, and a view of the Rue Neuve ruins. On the museum’s far side, find the thermal baths, where you can see a Roman building with “hypocaustal” heating—narrow passages pumped full of hot air to heat the room.


▲Deportation Memorial (Mémorial de la Déportation)


Climb down the steps into this memorial dedicated to the 200,000 French victims of the Nazi concentration camps. As Paris disappears above you, this monument draws you into the victims’ experience. Once underground you enter a one-way hallway studded with tiny lights commemorating the dead, leading you to an eternal flame.


Cost and Hours: Free, Tue-Sun 10:00-19:00, Oct-March until 17:00, closed Mon year-round, may randomly close at other times, free but boring audioguide; at the east tip of Ile de la Cité, behind Notre-Dame and near Ile St. Louis (Mo: Cité); tel. 01 46 33 87 56.


▲Ile St. Louis


The residential island behind Notre-Dame is known for its restaurants (see the Eating in Paris chapter), great ice cream, and shops (along Rue St. Louis-en-l’Ile).


For a detailed description of Ile St. Louis, [image: image] see here of my Historic Paris Walk chapter or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle


The interior of this 13th-century chapel is a triumph of Gothic church architecture. Built to house Jesus’ Crown of Thorns, Sainte-Chapelle is jam-packed with stained-glass windows, bathed in colorful light, and slippery with the drool of awestruck tourists. Ignore the humdrum exterior and climb the stairs into the sanctuary, where more than 1,100 Bible scenes—from the Creation to the Passion to Judgment Day—are illustrated by light and glass.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €8.50, €13.50 combo-ticket with Conciergerie, free for those under age 18, covered by Museum Pass; daily March-Oct 9:30-18:00, Wed until 21:30 mid-May-mid-Sept, Nov-Feb 9:00-17:00; be prepared for long lines (for tips on avoiding them, see here), audioguide-€4.50 (€6 for two), evening concerts—see here, 4 Boulevard du Palais, Mo: Cité, tel. 01 53 40 60 80, www.sainte-chapelle.fr.


For a detailed tour of the cathedral’s interior, [image: image] see here of my Historic Paris Walk or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲Conciergerie


Marie-Antoinette was imprisoned here, as were Louis XVI, Robespierre, Danton, and many others on their way to the guillotine. Exhibits with good English descriptions trace the history of the building and give some insight into prison life. You can also relive the drama in Marie-Antoinette’s cell on the day of her execution—complete with dummies and period furniture.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €8.50, €13.50 combo-ticket with Sainte-Chapelle, covered by Museum Pass, daily 9:30-18:00, 2 Boulevard du Palais, Mo: Cité, tel. 01 53 40 60 80, www.paris-conciergerie.fr.


For a detailed description of the Conciergerie, [image: image] see here of my Historic Paris Walk or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲Paris Plages (Paris Beaches)


The Riviera it’s not, but this string of fanciful faux beaches—assembled in summer along a one-mile stretch of the Right Bank of the Seine—is a fun place to stroll, play, and people-watch on a sunny day. Each summer, the Paris city government closes the embankment’s highway and trucks in potted palm trees, hammocks, lounge chairs, and 2,000 tons of sand to create colorful urban beaches. You’ll also find “beach cafés,” climbing walls, prefab pools, trampolines, boules, a library, beach volleyball, badminton, and Frisbee areas in three zones: sandy, grassy, and wood-tiled. (Other less-central areas of town, such as Bassin de la Vilette, have their own plages.)


Cost and Hours: Free, mid-July-mid-Aug daily 8:00-24:00, on Right Bank of Seine, just north of Ile de la Cité, between Pont des Arts and Pont de Sully; for information, go to www.quefaire.paris.fr/parisplages.



MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD



Paris’ grandest park, the Tuileries Garden, was once the private property of kings and queens. Today it links the Louvre, Orangerie, and Orsay museums. And across from the Louvre are the tranquil, historic courtyards of the Palais Royal.


[image: Image]


▲▲▲Louvre (Musée du Louvre)


This is Europe’s oldest, biggest, greatest, and second-most-crowded museum (after the Vatican). Housed in a U-shaped, 16th-century palace (accentuated by a 20th-century glass pyramid), the Louvre is Paris’ top museum and one of its key landmarks. It’s home to Mona Lisa, Venus de Milo, and hall after hall of Greek and Roman masterpieces, medieval jewels, Michelangelo statues, and paintings by the greatest artists from the Renaissance to the Romantics.


Touring the Louvre can be overwhelming, so be selective. Focus on the Denon wing, with Greek sculptures, Italian paintings (by Raphael and da Vinci), and—of course—French paintings (Neoclassical and Romantic), and the adjoining Sully wing, with Egyptian artifacts and more French paintings. For extra credit, tackle the Richelieu wing, displaying works from ancient Mesopotamia, as well as French, Dutch, and Northern art.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €15, includes special exhibits, free on first Sun of month Oct-March, covered by Museum Pass, tickets good all day, reentry allowed; Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, Wed and Fri until 21:45 (except on holidays), closed Tue, galleries start shutting 30 minutes before closing, last entry 45 minutes before closing; crowds worst in the morning (arrive 30 minutes before opening) and all day Sun, Mon, and Wed; videoguide-€5, guided tours available—see here, several cafés, tel. 01 40 20 53 17, recorded info tel. 01 40 20 51 51, www.louvre.fr.


Getting There: It’s at the Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre Métro stop. (The old Louvre Métro stop, called Louvre-Rivoli, is farther from the entrance.) Bus #69 also runs past the Louvre.


[image: image] See the Louvre Tour chapter or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


[image: Image]


Palais Royal Courtyards


Across from the Louvre are the lovely courtyards of the stately Palais Royal. Although the palace is closed to the public, the courtyards are open.


Cost and Hours: Free and always open. The Palais Royal is directly north of the Louvre on Rue de Rivoli (Mo: Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre).


[image: Image]


Visiting the Courtyards: Enter through a whimsical (locals say tacky) courtyard filled with stubby, striped columns and playful fountains (with fun, reflective metal balls). Next, you’ll pass into another, perfectly Parisian garden. This is where in-the-know Parisians come to take a quiet break, walk their poodles and kids, or enjoy a rendezvous—amid flowers and surrounded by a serene arcade and a handful of historic restaurants. Bring a picnic and create your own quiet break, or have a drink at one of the outdoor cafés at the courtyard’s northern end. This is Paris.


Though tranquil today, this was once a hotbed of political activism. The palace was built in the 17th century by Louis XIII and eventually became the headquarters of the powerful Dukes of Orléans. Because the Dukes’ digs were off-limits to the police, some shocking free-thinking took root here. This was the meeting place for the debating clubs—the precursors to modern political parties. During the Revolution, palace resident Duke Philippe (nicknamed Philippe Egalité for his progressive ideas) advocated a constitutional monarchy, and voted in favor of beheading Louis XVI—his own cousin. Philippe hoped his liberal attitudes would spare him from the Revolutionaries, but he, too, was guillotined. His son, Louis-Philippe, became France’s first constitutional monarch (r. 1830-1848). The palace’s courtyards were backdrops for a riotous social and political scene, filled with lively café culture, revolutionaries, rabble-rousers, scoundrels, and...Madame Tussaud’s first wax shop (she used the severed heads of guillotine victims to model her sculptures).


Nearby: Exiting the courtyard at the side facing away from the Seine brings you to the Galeries Colbert and Vivienne, attractive examples of shopping arcades from the early 1800s (see here).


▲▲▲Orsay Museum (Musée d’Orsay)


The Orsay boasts Europe’s greatest collection of Impressionist works. It might be less important than the Louvre—but it’s more purely enjoyable.


The Orsay, housed in an atmospheric old train station, picks up where the Louvre leaves off: the second half of the 19th century. This is art from the tumultuous time that began when revolutions swept across Europe in 1848 and ended when World War I broke out in 1914. Begin with the conservative art of the mid-1800s—careful, idealized Neoclassicism (with a few rebels mixed in). Then tour the late 1800s, when the likes of Manet, Monet, Degas, and Renoir jolted the art world with their colorful, lively new invention, Impressionism. (Somewhere in there, Whistler’s Mother sits quietly.) The Orsay also displays the works of their artistic descendants, the Post-Impressionists: Cézanne, Van Gogh, Gauguin, Seurat, and Toulouse-Lautrec. On the mezzanine level, waltz through Rodin sculptures and Art Nouveau exhibits, and finish in the Grand Ballroom, which shows the chandeliered elegance of this former train station.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €11, €8.50 Tue-Wed and Fri-Sun after 16:30 and Thu after 18:00, free on first Sun of month and often right when the ticket booth stops selling tickets (Tue-Wed and Fri-Sun at 17:00, Thu at 21:00; they won’t let you in much after that), covered by Museum Pass, combo-ticket with Orangerie Museum (€16) or Rodin Museum (€18). Museum open Tue-Sun 9:30-18:00, Thu until 21:45, closed Mon, last entry one hour before closing (45 minutes before on Thu), Impressionist galleries start shutting 45 minutes before closing. For line-avoiding tips, see here; museum especially crowded on Sun and Tue; audioguide-€5, guided tours available—see here; cafés and a restaurant, tel. 01 40 49 48 14, www.musee-orsay.fr.


Getting There: The museum, at 1 Rue de la Légion d’Honneur, sits above the RER-C stop called Musée d’Orsay; the nearest Métro stop is Solférino, three blocks southeast of the Orsay. Bus #69 also stops at the Orsay. From the Louvre, it’s a lovely 15-minute walk through the Tuileries Garden and across the pedestrian bridge to the Orsay.


[image: image] See the Orsay Museum Tour chapter or [image: image] download my free audio tour.


▲▲Orangerie Museum (Musée de l’Orangerie)


Located in the Tuileries Garden and drenched by natural light from skylights, the Orangerie (oh-rahn-zhuh-ree) is the closest you’ll ever come to stepping right into an Impressionist painting. Start with the museum’s claim to fame: Monet’s Water Lilies. Then head downstairs to enjoy the manageable collection of select works by Utrillo, Cézanne, Renoir, Matisse, and Picasso.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €9, €6.50 after 17:00, free for those under age 18, €16 combo-ticket with Orsay Museum, covered by Museum Pass; Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, closed Tue; audioguide-€5, English guided tours usually Mon and Thu at 14:30 and Sat at 11:00, located in Tuileries Garden near Place de la Concorde (Mo: Concorde or scenic bus #24), 15-minute stroll from the Orsay, tel. 01 44 77 80 07, www.musee-orangerie.fr.


[image: image] See the Orangerie Museum Tour chapter.


EIFFEL TOWER AND NEARBY


▲▲▲Eiffel Tower (La Tour Eiffel)


Built on the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution (and in the spirit of the Industrial Revolution), the tower was the centerpiece of a World Expo designed simply to show off what people could build in 1889. For decades it was the tallest structure the world had ever known, and though it’s since been eclipsed, it’s still the most visited monument. Ride the elevators to the top of its 1,063 feet for expansive views that stretch 40 miles. Then descend to the two lower levels, where the views are arguably even better, since the monuments are more recognizable.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €17 to ride all the way to the top, €11.50 for just the two lower levels, €5 to climb the stairs to the first or second level, not covered by Museum Pass; daily mid-June-Aug 9:00-24:45, last ascent to top at 23:00 and to lower levels at 24:00 (elevator or stairs); Sept-mid-June 9:30-23:45, last ascent to top at 22:30 and to lower levels at 23:00 (elevator) or at 18:00 (stairs); cafés and great view restaurants, Mo: Bir-Hakeim or Trocadéro, RER: Champ de Mars-Tour Eiffel (all stops about a 10-minute walk away). Recorded information tel. 08 92 70 12 39, www.toureiffel.paris.


Reservations: Since long waits are common, it’s wise to make a reservation well in advance of your visit. At www.toureiffel.paris, you can book a time slot to begin your ascent; this allows you to skip the long initial entry line. Tickets go on sale about three months in advance and sell out quickly for visits from April through September, so don’t dally.


[image: image] See the Eiffel Tower Tour chapter (which includes more tips on getting in).


▲Quai Branly Museum (Musée du Quai Branly)


This is the best collection I’ve seen anywhere of non-Western art from Africa, Oceania, Asia, and the Americas. Because art illustrates the ways in which a people organizes and delineates its culture and beliefs, viewing this collection offers a richer appreciation of traditions from around the world. The exhibits are presented in a wild, organic, and strikingly modern building. It’s well worth a look if you have a Museum Pass and are near the Eiffel Tower.


Cost and Hours: €10, free on first Sun of the month, covered by Museum Pass; museum—Tue-Sun 11:00-19:00, Thu-Sat until 21:00, closed Mon, ticket office closes one hour before closing; gardens—Tue-Sun 9:15-19:30, Thu-Sat until 21:15, closed Mon; audioguide-€5, 37 Quai Branly, 10-minute walk east (upriver) of Eiffel Tower, along the river (RER: Champ de Mars-Tour Eiffel or Pont de l’Alma), tel. 01 56 61 70 00, www.quaibranly.fr.


[image: Image]


Visiting the Museum: After passing the security check and the ticket taker, pick up the museum map, then follow a ramp upstream along a projected river of the 1,657 names of the peoples covered in the museum. The permanent collection occupies the first floor up. Masks, statuettes, musical instruments, textiles, clothes, voodoo dolls, and a variety of temporary exhibitions and activities are artfully presented and exquisitely lit (the dim lighting also helps to preserve the fragile works). There’s no need to follow a route: Wander at whim. Helpful English explanations are posted in most rooms and provide sufficient description for most visitors, though serious students will want to rent the audioguide.


Eiffel Tower Views: Even if you skip the museum, drop by its peaceful garden café for fine Eiffel Tower views (closes 30 minutes before museum) and enjoy the intriguing gardens. The pedestrian bridge that crosses the river and runs up to the museum also has sensational tower views.


▲Paris Sewer Tour (Les Egouts de Paris)


Discover what happens after you flush. This quick, interesting, and slightly stinky visit (a perfumed hanky helps) takes you along a few hundred yards of water tunnels in the world’s first underground sewer system.




Affording Paris’ Sights


Paris is an expensive city for tourists, with lots of pricey sights, but—fortunately—lots of freebies, too. Smart, budget-minded travelers begin by buying and getting the most out of a Paris Museum Pass (see here), then considering these frugal sightseeing options.


Free (or Almost Free) Museums: Many of Paris’ famous museums offer free entry on the first Sunday of the month, including the Orsay, Cluny, Pompidou Center, Quai Branly, and Delacroix museums. These sights are free on the first Sunday of off-season months: the Louvre, Rodin Museum, and Arc de Triomphe (all Oct-March), and Versailles (Nov-March). Expect big crowds on free days. Some museums are always free (with the possible exception of special exhibits), including the Carnavalet Museum (closed in 2017), Petit Palais, Victor Hugo’s House, and Fragonard Perfume Museum. You can usually visit the Orsay Museum for free right when the ticket booth stops selling tickets. For just €4, the Rodin Museum garden lets you enjoy many of Rodin’s finest works in a lovely outdoor setting.



OEBPS/graphics/016-01-parisneigh_pa.jpg
Paris Neighborhoods

APHERIGUE (RING FREEWAy,)
33

§ SACRE
(N3 CEUR @

. MONTMARTRE.’
S -2 PERE
= LACHAISE
g “~. CEMETERY
%, POMPIDOU e
£ CENTER% N
T MARAIS @t

AME | PICASSO T’ \

+ MUSEUM PLACE t
a __UCORE
L e <.
7 \% . LEFT BANK *.
EIFFEL ; .

. DES VOSGES
\
. TOWER  ARMY WLUXEMBOURG
N MUSEUM ey

- :

|MONTPARNASSE ¢
TOWER £

PERIPHERIQUE









OEBPS/graphics/056-01-saintechapelle.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0iv-01-parisov_pa.jpg
1€ = Arrondissements (Districts)
[o111]
B\ Montmartre
CY AN Cemeter!
wves S SN Y \mouLin
ViLLiggg %, N
%
4
%
a
& %
qd‘"\ “’%
s %
= S
URCELES
ToLa Défense &
La Grande Arche Parc
ot Monceau
Srje JACQUEMART-
0:% 1 ARC DE ANDRE MUSEUM
%t | TRIOMPHE AN B GALERIES
0. HAUSSM: LAFAYETTE
BLV!
z
Avg, 90F™" Se
& %, )
7o Bols de & ve &
Bout 4 %, Se  MADELEINE OPERA
s & %, GARNIER
16e | i, Q
b &y, Yo, Place de
3 la Concorde Place
< vendime |RII G H T
GKANDH' PF&‘!TS
To Marmottan ARCHITECTURE & PALAYS [ & o PALAIS
Museum MONUMENTS MUSEUM o oyt ROYAL
Trocade
& [ meruises | [ K
o
TROCADERO QUAI 2047 gl
“aual planade |7 | Lou!
BRANLY. des Invalides ' / s
MARITIME MUSEUM, |\ __ 5 5. DOMINIGUE 02 &
MUSEUM ARMY MUSEUM'
.Eg;fsk 7e A NAPOLEON'S ~. ORSAY
S
RUE 57k TOMB &
Y % »
CLER ore® %, t
Parc du "\ 40 = RODIN w LIEIFT
Champ de, 1 Z MUSEUM s ¥
See West Paris  Mars. WE. DE ToUR) < DELACROIX
@ dewiimep ULE ® WUSEM
Hakelm N\ % B 5
G iR |3 2 §
R 2
3 ST. SULPICE
- % s% Rewes @
‘ersallles S
¥via RER Rall Sl % & [ ]
gy & 5. Luxembourg
o, s & Garden
A0S & )
+" MONTPARNASSE Tl o
15e TOWER G
0 ) %
B GARE. Montparnasse-
e uanm\xmsas“ Blenvenue
/ Montparnasse |,
4 Cemetery Denfert-
Only selected Metro stations are shown | / Rochereau
> Denfert-

/ Rockereay () CATACOMBS |






OEBPS/graphics/0vi-01-paris_west.jpg
V/r\)
g7 »
% ] & g, %
| Y4 | & o %o e
wreokr 93 4 o %, §¢ %, JACQUEMART-
ORrewogs 4 « Ry, @ ANDRE
¢ & W o oy, 0 % ol
% X _RUE A K4 0%, & Y (7}
e, b2 @ Aoy > ANy O
Roxy, § @nrisic BDIHAUSSM
7Ok Place * Galle Ezolle EDUAND @
La Défense De,w;hmudeﬁaum AvESDEFR ”
e N o,
PEDESTRIAN 5> %, 0)
cn Pt o,
ARCDE S % o
00@ TRIOMPHE & St Phillppe @)
o @ dvRoule,
o & &
o Kiéver z CHAMPS- o B
Q | ELYSEES. ¢ o
Y & ® Koo
R 7 o o2 k3
9 F J%s: K 5 A
& 5 AA & o %
S g 3 S, ® 2 £
G S 23 &
A A 2 @ i
£ 3 . QECST § & & @ & FrankinD.
3 &S & N Roosevelt .
9 & & 3 & & 3 ~
g e % E SV 3 Rond-Point ()
B & % 2 mm
2 £
® q
&
P
(M)

Bolssiére

IDE PROMENADE ‘o,

Placede @R aualpoRSAY g
laRésistance AMERICAN
RUE COGNACQ s

_2QUAI BRANLY
S MUSEUM

Placede & Ecole Milltaire
1Ecole D)
il

AVE.

%,
ECOLE MILITAIRE ) 4

L >








OEBPS/graphics/032-01-parisbus_pa.jpg
(34 9]023) Snujuiz N\
souueouiA ve# oL
@p sjog NN L
ECZETIINS
NOAT 3a NM(QO\ N \NAIJLAVNDO mL”MMm»MmM:A
NN T 4dWOL 6.NOF10dVN %
WNISNW AWHY
e 2014108
LE WNASOW | oyum aa
ERRINE-17- B - . NIdo¥ INVHD
wnasnw
NVLLOWAYW
.
2
A¥3LANID e
36IVHOV1 3¥3d cm ey
69 # nodIdWod = CoO#
enaquieg @ 033aY903L
A subojnog
/ 2a%09N09 Eeize
/ v13a39v1d
1
i ﬂ; ) AHAWOINL
59410,
EE.E:MM ® -——co# b Z#® El 7
BAvzyl
—0F ———pgy LS 33VO U7 ®
3SN343d V1

sajnoy sng d21uadg







OEBPS/graphics/060-01-orsaymainhall.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/audioeuropelogo.jpg
riC—— 4

AU O
 EUROPE






OEBPS/graphics/059-01-mjrmusneigh_pa.jpg
Major M

® z, RUE ST, AUGUSTIN ; m
« & \“ SBourse
HoTe T LPPREE SRtz RD GH T @/ B ANK &
% 2 8
Us NG 2 ‘5 HOTEL® ® e I~
EMBASSY & & 55 8 ®piace S~ GALLERIE 4/
I8 & A SR 5| VIERNET
& /Y SYY & Vendome &' Es 5,
Concorde—>[q <5 /WH 3 1,
EZ;‘;/;PS‘ Fyramides 5 g
£s g Jardiy
%, & |/ du
Jlacede o %1 TS g [paals/ 4
a Concorde 5
() Fav Avea L uileries/ < & [/ Ro¥al danaue
&/ Placedu 5 DE FRANCE
& mias@ T PALAIS
oya
Tuileries % (ROYAL
Gard 5 o
4 arcep S M] To Pompldou
R JQVERILEOAT ARC DY/ Palais Royal- 0"
)FqiﬂqocNHAL CARROUSEL £ Muséeduy
~ toure | >
ASsewsly on " <
Y/ @ R = Place dii ‘@ Y
Assemblée Misée@ @ Carrousel. g 0k
Nationale,dOrsay, A S “OUNKRE ® § 32
ORSAY®"~ 0. W W LS
saltinno ., MUSEUM S 1! e
< ToEiffel & Lo, 3 <
Tower 9N g, W Qg
M,
& ’?S/rf"( “Laqups,
R
\ VEFT % BANKER
o Rodin i o
Museum 0) v TolLeft L‘L‘
& Army 9 Bank Walk Y Z,
Mussum/ M| o
300 Meters | Mg, iy 4 @ Bus #69 eastbound
i
300 Yards Bag & @ Bus #69 westbound

useums Neighborhood






OEBPS/graphics/00i-01-paristitle.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014-01-00_orient.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/viii-01-paris_east.jpg
Mo ki,
Montmartre

ik,

RGERE.

Grands
oulevards

D5,
RTR,
OISO,

"ASSAGE DES
PANORAMAS

2e

PASSAGES

CHOISEUL &
STE.ANNE

GALERIES &
VIENNE &
‘COLBERT -
@, o

Placede
Victoires

"Palals Roya
Musée du Louvre

MUSEE
Plgte | DELACRIX)

Germain-
Prés

i
P!

P
st

/ To

Montparnasce

"Reng INE,
N
d’ "Wsuz

| pome®
Houvelle |

PASSAGE
oU
GRAND

CERF

Marcel

Chatelot-
Les Halles

Place
du Chtelet

f, &

e dejla Cité
QV

Sjat

Al

@, e
(RS

PrlsiEs
S
« YPanthéon






OEBPS/graphics/xviii-01-parissts_pa.jpg
a s9.2.249 B s

i neajgoureaucy soliiesiop oL
R wau00-a]-xne
oA G
“o4, & o
2N L (77 b, 2
L}
o
dbzowony L
ssisser g \
a|jadeyy-aaujes AE“_F
9 sWiEq-9.30N s,uoajodey g
AIEM 51484 91403911 NUBG 3307 | wnosnp Auay
9409 21403 S1H yiem buiddoyg| |
auojkqeg
-

Alem o1

stivd puegosIa o Ry
(2102 _.msz__u_xme_&- lsaiE25 7
Raozomen EJATTE S unoy. subojnog
2sjeyoE] ] . co#
) 959824 nopidio sng s
dep 2014981 <
W a P KqaeaN 9 siede|y
sem " anoL o1496uLIQ 9 Resu ‘01An0]
g co# Alem
= swnasnp Jofey 5999K|3-sdwiey)
Janoj sng @ Alem buiddoys
suja|apE &| 9p 298|y s99sh|3-sdwey)
dnoj paping-412g = vagdo Aem
QugewUON B
(3x23 uy paquuosap se) RO &
vaay buiges g buides|jg X L?&& »&vx\v Rudond o
e 9 siodi 9dj4BWMIUON W N

alineo ap sajey) 2N

9510-4ns-549AnY 0L

mainIaAQ dey slaed A \






OEBPS/graphics/0vi-02-paris_west.jpg
STE. TRINITE.
F % \ § 2 0,7
b £ 2 Wy, Montmartre
Yo rue Mo U\ BIEREAISANCE ] o
& ST.AUGUSTIN (M) H rm‘;p
e ; (+) AR
ERNEN Place & oum KR praie | )
2 b dEstienne 7.
2 St.Augustin I Bl )
EPINIE! Haussmann
3 2 Stugustn @ ROAT T, s ® OPERA &
Az €
8
&0 owweos™ BPHAUS g RUE DE PROVENCE.
B A e e
9 s
0 1 @biromesni . s dil
4 v i— €& § Vi g4 g, @
R E 3 27 J5 @ e@ hiber
ooy H 52 § 54 & 3 %
& § 8 2 = %, | OPERA
S H % 9y ©35 i susto S GARNIER
| v DE GAULLE —>(B) 0
J < & g & ARporr &
" @4 8
S

ASSEMBLEE
| NATIONALE ;&
%

=

g CANAUXRAMA
& 2 (B)"e0ATDOCK.

Placedu @y Sy, )

is Assemplée Sy
oo R ALY
%
£3

INIVERS 1 |

rue B0
e .
i o %y,
.
g, ST.

g
Invalide S GERMAIN @
&
4

Ri DE CONSTANT)Y,

Solférino

LE F T %
el SIGHTS

© American Church © Opéra Garnier
( ) @ Arc de Triomphe D Orangerie Museum

© To Architecture and @ Orsay Museum

R .
e N m;:mmu,:::;?m (12} Paris Sewer Tour
5 4 Marmottan Museum ® ﬁ::é:?jl:: s‘;a wciris
O fmyMuseum @) Guat ranly Museum
2 © Eiffel Tower ® Rodin Museum
M @ Grand Palais @ RueCler
5 @ Jacquemart-André Mus, @ Tulleries Garden

(BeeTegend on previous map)
Gostemmdmpraoemap) | @ Laadeleine Church






OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Index



		Map Index



		Introduction



		Orientation to Paris



		Sights in Paris



		Self-Guided Walks and Tours



		HISTORIC CORE



		Historic Paris Walk









		MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD



		Louvre Tour



		Orsay Museum Tour



		Orangerie Museum Tour









		EIFFEL TOWER AND NEARBY



		Rue Cler Walk



		Eiffel Tower Tour



		Rodin Museum Tour



		Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb Tour



		Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour



		Marmottan Museum Tour









		LEFT BANK



		Left Bank Walk



		Cluny Museum Tour









		CHAMPS-ELYSEES



		Champs-Elysées Walk









		MARAIS NEIGHBORHOOD



		Marais Walk



		Picasso Museum Tour



		Pompidou Center Tour



		Père Lachaise Cemetery Tour









		MONTMARTRE



		Montmartre Walk









		Sleeping in Paris



		Eating in Paris



		Paris with Children



		Shopping in Paris



		Entertainment in Paris



		Paris in Winter



		Paris Connections



		Day Trips from Paris



		Versailles



		More Grand Châteaux



		Chartres



		Giverny & Auvers-sur-Oise









		France: Past & Present



		Practicalities



		Appendix



		Credits



		Copyright











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Introduction











OEBPS/graphics/0vi-01a-paris_west.jpg
¥ \ 5@ &, ste. INITE
% P E %, % oare 5 e @
?, & %, 29 ST TASARE Mo, Montmartre
W “@ R rue e AL BIENFAISANCE A\ E Res, "‘D
% MUSEE s STAUGUSTN o \ (M1 T
Ry, IACQUEMART- ERN %, o\ Sl % - / =
% g 2, P * R @ &g h 2R praie | Q
e S @ 3 - StAugustin D eve ' dtican )
| > "Orve @«
0, Y (V) BDIHAUSSMANN ] LAPEPINIERE  Hausomany S,
Charles de - St Augustin () R0 h° ® OPERA % W
e ) ol ?muemm PE- :’\a @ — NG B
La Défense %, Charles deGaulle an 2 OF” - HA ROVENCE.
Whee s, @ E A Usgy, RuEDER
o A _saretl, A — PRINTEMPS G
% ® 2
PEDESTRIAN H:
on Pt %5, (@ o 2, @wromesn T % R’ of o caunartn@ep) .
- . S oo™ | £ - Re & oes
ARC DE 2% Hog, 3¢ =2 E § 53 @
o® . TRIOMPHE. Sn Pl S 8 ex s 3 g2 §F %,
o . Philippe. A} & ) ) &/ 93 @ Auber
?_‘(,\\) @ doaule ¥ o 2 B 5 B pr E %,
0’ N2 A% #0e m o by 8, OPERA
o Kiver z $7 cHAMPS- 5 ¥4 ) ¢ Y i susto * GARNIER
® | DE GAULLE >
() |} ELYSEES, ¢ ! | & Awporr o
& E W3 3
& 2 D d
| 1 %
o £
z

O

Roosevelt,

A39%039

Alma
Warcesugzy

LES E0UTB RIVERSIPEEROME D'ORSAY

Placede @°FN aualDoRsAY g oDl |
laRésistance AMERICAN @

RUECOGNACQ yaY!

_-QUAI BRANLY z
< MusEUM

CHURCH | ASSEMBLEE £
| 'NATIONALE &
&
& 2 & CANAUXRAMA
U
= 2 o () BoATDOCK
Placedu N

0 SR A
S,
Lo,
2 ST,
i § GERMAIN Y.
Haupour & st ~CN/E F T & BANK
v; b

Sy SIGHTS

5
&
9

=

RUE

ﬂ\“ﬂ

R DE CONSTANTINE

© American Church © Opéra Garnier
Q @ Arc de Triomphe (@ Orangerie Museum
© To Architecture and @ Orsay Museum

Rue Monuments Museum; P,
o ; ; aris Sewer Tour
% 14 Maritime Museum; o

5 ey, ;
3 Marmottan Museum @ Petit Palais &
% SN, g PR " Musée des Beaux-Arts
Y s rmy Museum
Ticle @ " & Napoleons Tomb @ Quai Branly Museum
5
B [0y, m"m"‘x’/—e . 2 © Eiffel Tower © Rodin Museum
e ) @
B o e N g @ Grand Palais @ RueCler
K TIRE /e D %, 2 5 @ Tuileries Gard
@ BIKE ECOLE MILITAIRE @ Jacquemart-André Mus. uileries Garden
« ReNAL  GRENELLE aQ

Alrport (Orly)¥ 2 p © LaMadeleine Church






OEBPS/graphics/040-01-meetinglocals_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/music2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/music1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/017-01-maraisneigh.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/039-01-rivercruise.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xv-01-parismontage2.jpg
: ('H}l‘]lfll’llﬂ






OEBPS/graphics/xiv-01-parismontage1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/050-01-paris_pa.jpg
o

Aimrouiad
E T RE%! sn asseuseditop (s20143510) SIUBWBSSIPUOIIY = 5]
£ A6GVNIVAINOW
I ’ C¥;
e ¢ Bamavoo i
w BNV BEVNAVALNON |
5 & N X
3 NOFHINVA < ot 53° y’
Tk on uopimo B ||/ GD5 sy,
anoauiar
\asens %\ amogzbs o/ Gnoaus\\ o 1 g
aplusssog 2S5\ ‘woasnw [ & L. x %) G 3 sa[j1esap 03
AN A 3 2 5. iy ey 3o
IVWNA39 L. DIAINS L8 & Z FAVLIA, o 118y
. uonoy Girg- 4, o AN 7\ A N 0
wplg avisonan S Q 7% 3 % ®
S B viH0a3a £ b 2 NS S
Y alnsvg. ~ 5 \2)
O % N = suew
2 % WO b - et g Fida00t3a 2y KL op duin >
% {0104 a3 mr«ﬂw 8 Xouoviaa Pl WnasaW A3\ npoued
e W & NIdo¥ = ¥ 3
%) Emmfw o B S uNva % m S % w
) Hon0a aas010) 1Y %m_p)a 20 l 2. 14317 % anoL T M > dmoi y 48
3 e ‘spiy 53210 S N oL 134413 i,
A LAV p20lq &N ¢ anoiinoa 553\ yoagn nssan.
® 2 SIVaVIA /noainoa . sopiieAul sop 3:5@ s
4 4.%.::_3W g P\ Topeueiden| Lyexoa dnol, VOO
Aonlice) S®wnasnw /ssmm:s T 33 AER0 9 wamas a%a&ﬁ.
asieyoe- &) @
ieiel 2 ossvold | RERan o1 o == | _ =T,
o Cohuns e 5 Suniogioay
°g & SNV g Loy S, wnasniy”
A AHODIY N m_<._é SIVIvd uepouIEN o)
& o ANYA9
X §/ 22 - 11134 A
2 anbyjqndy 5 b sy 5
& 2pioru0y o) &7 &
% BN ol Py (RN ~lae2L
s IN3VO % 5
%, gy, uw«szoe 0\ .o e Vi
\opier 008, % s Sz aNETIAVA I g
3
0L oV 26~ NG g - -
5 ALLFAYVAVT ) = NRVSS
& s 5 CHIZETE Y WNISNA FHANY
DY ) B e “IAYWaNDIYE =
$Y : ﬂ % PWEL e O 9424y opue.g e
Jres inw)-gioecp & Suoioq o710
2a5s, by ol > $95U9470 2104
7 ogoinigoony © \ s
ason i CR \ s alL
E \ N G b






OEBPS/graphics/9781631214486.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001-01-introopener.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/063-01-eifneigh_pa.jpg
iffel Tower & Near

&
i o
"/ To Arc de AR ¥ . y
& Triomphe” |5 2% R% WP pace ) (lorano| 3
N RS O Frangois PALAIS & PETIT
Ik o) z T Almay Ter " SPALAIS
< [O) Marceau | BH
ARCHITECTURE o0 PREGIPENT WILEQY B2 Gors atserT aER
& MONUMENTS” & % [ éna
MUSEUM 3 S\ = "
l (B)Le Bus Direct to L P g
X CDG&0ry ENADE <
» RIVERSIDE PROM!
o L v
Tocadbro ont de @ sEwER B O koA )
> AQUARIUM AMERIGAN
MARITIME RIVER P A o Q“Ezgg CHURCH | o Invalides [
MUSEUM UISE s > Gy 3
[ ¥ 3 P QUAI BRANLY [ 7 SNCF. S T gr;;
MUSEUM d “; BOUT\Q‘UE e 3 .
T < ) Lyt pod! 3 Esplanade
Marmottan % 2R S | [ Placedes
pr— 2% = © | Invalides
FATTIRE ¢ <[4 Tour-
Lebus Directro. WALKING ®7, S bours
c&arly A s & — Vamtmne
Chary & s HOTELDES
de Mzr,;- & 2 INVALIDES ¥4,
KK ) e
@TourEiflel T G pug 69 I [
®Starts/Ends ECOlE /i e
Parc du B  Militaire ?
%, Champ de Mars. & [~ NAPOLEON'S TOMB
v & 7 R AVE. DE TOURYIL £/
PLAYGROUND =%~ % < W
S S RODIN
Sk 4 M M
S rarare -\t % Mﬁ:(l;'rbklis/ USEL
€\ BIKETOURS %" LeBus” O
Direct 8 S
[M] 0 Orly N
Dupleix 2
< ipl La Mofben ) 400 Meters,
(33 Piequet- [ A
%, 400 Yards
2,
22y Grenelle e
[ Caribronne






OEBPS/graphics/book1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00x-01-parismetro_2015.jpg
Pontoise ot ®® [ @
— RER: a0 deld de cette imit o
e @D
iibatanoipendde n dtrc.
Lkt ot s e fonires - Genneviers s i
C=0 O O Correspondances Les Countilies i e Pt P L
o st oz T o
B0 repontance “Gennevilliers? e alinies &
() et Les Grésilons Saint:Denis
Ut ine
* Comproicid Les Agnettes.
Gabri Carrefour
Mairie de Saint.Ouen®  Pleyel
Saint-Ouen
La Garenne ey |
Colombes -, X Garibaldi
de Clichy*
© T
Pont de Levallol Porte de Clichy Port
o= | N— de Saint.Ouen
e Su Lamarci
(®)poissy s cole France' Brochant Méauet*  cayiaincour
Lovise Michel
St.Germain D La Fourche
g (b P
o Pereire - Levallois Blanche
Wagram Prace Figane
Esplanade, e Rome* | de Clichy
de La Bétens: Malesherbes'
0 SE Pont de ly’ filliers’ Ligge Saint-Georges
" .
Les Sablons. Moncea "
o dEstienne  Noue-Dame,
1 Porte Maillot Courcelles GOnves " deLorette’
Gare saintazare]
L Neuly=Porte Maillog YR
Ternes, saintiazare* @ Sz
ot ‘Charles Saint-Augustin Chaussée
/Chartes @hntin _Rlcheliey
avenue Foch Boumnine @RS Folle  Miromesnil a Fayette ” Drouot
Saint-Philippe Havre) ="
du-Roule. aumarting Opéra*
T George V' OB roeyous
Victor Hugo' Kiéber* earey Quatre
Frankiin Septembre
D. Roosevelt, (Madeleine*;
- Bourse
(2 i
e Alma, Champs Eymmides
Marceau*, Elysées Palais Royal
Rue Clemenceau Concorde " Musée du
i deta Pompe téna Toure
Henri Martin s
La Tour
19 La Muette* | o, o Maubourg,
Boulainviliers il
amp de Mars i
Tourdie Narnne e Germa  StMichel
Ranelagh ——— ir-Hakeim »::":W - wBac: des-Prés
du Pt Ken int
. Dupleix Francois Sevres Mabillon ©
La Motte Xavier*  Babylone’ z
ot * Vaneau %
Jasmin Avenue Grenelle’ %
i Emile Zola Rannes
St Michel savel StPlacide’
‘A Eglise segur rock Notre-Damd
P Aol et des-Champs]
Porte ontparnasse,
anneurt/Z | wiraveas v Miheise  commerce N o OB vavin
Souogne S Chroén Lecourbe
Michel " Chardon Félix Faure Pasteur* Edgar G
Ange | Lagache Gare(s) Quinet* ¥
Mol | ¢, 28 Montparnasse £
‘o Boulogne Pont Nolontaires Gae
! Pont de St-Cloud™* duGallﬂlann Boucicaut®
Porte > ,,
2% ot [ OD e Vaugiars Pemety
Marcel Sembat S22 @)(@)  convenion Plaisance* -
Billancourt ® ."‘l,. B Porte de Versailles Pori
e h ot e Ofporte e Vanves aroridans
deSevres  Val de seinef T I s L —)
z [T
e £ lateay de Vanves aie
=N\ e ‘Corentin Cefton* i de Montrouge*C)
Versailles o ssy. Rue Etienne Dolet*
e N e Waire issy
Virohy Meudon~Val-Fieury /13 chatiion-Montrouge
Rive Gauthe (DO
Chaville-Velizy e
0] et
c OO% L S
Slreguentio yipocouniy & J’
Robert Wagner Massy - Pataiseau )
e saimaemy (G)
tas-Chevreuse






OEBPS/graphics/038-01-carsrouge.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/045-01-segway.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/024-01-publicwc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/xii-01-france.jpg
m 5 GREAT _/iﬂw m‘f‘%;
Excter BRITAIN

& y
Fortomouth |4 10°% %
angnm Hastings

¢
Lands °®
T, Falmouth

End
Isles OF MICHAEL'S
Scilly MOUNT

Dieppe’
Etretat {

AMERICAN
CEMETERY Le

Havre

D -DAY
A oEACHES .n.ﬁ.ﬂeu}\\/

Guernsey
(UK)

"4 Roscoff

Mmm.
Ouessant Brest, mm‘.: N,
TeT Pmarson o
SR AN Y 'Fwams ST Chartres,
Quimpere, >
\ Kennes 7
) Lorient.
ﬁ
lle de Groix. S annes Redon
Gulbﬂran‘-CARNAc TWEN ImE
lle 0/ bloisgs
Belle-lle A
‘Amboise, ﬁi u
i LRN\GEAISH ="
antes \
e 3\ FONTEVRAUDM
o de
A zaete  vaencay
ey el ma/ LocHEs Wl
i Y/
.
LEGEND s L GO
Ile de Ré \@ﬁ/ / <« F R
Freeway/Autoroute A & Ly
: LaRocholet—" A 220
Major Rail Line N / N j
e d/Oleron - \rochefore
@D lle d'Ol “Raohetors Morsemare
D irport \ - ORADOUR-= //
Iy National Park/ Sajiies) ' N SURGLANE
Natural Wonder Cognz: leoges
- Ruin, Museum, ,1) fAngouléme,
Other Point of Interest 7> “\
[] [ rive-| Ia
Castle/Monument/Palace \Emlllan oy Ganllard}
Uboyreels o R D °\° N
¥ I arlat-
G B"rdea“’,‘(f/;auf DE-GAMEY: .\./Ola Canéd
1LS0kilometers Arcachon e Bergeral, X ey ac,
™ 5omiles !
50 miles. A Bulsson |- Rocama, our
DUNE DU W
PILAT

Lo, s
% {Cahors]pec

IMERLE
o[

@Q b7
Taulouae /

r’Ba anne
uuwAmm Pau
sc -Joan- Pua. \ .\ Jarbes

o derPort i Surdes

-y =

deEbro/g?| N
i oo
Buirgos | nte® \\ oLogrofio

o, SN X 5 ANDORRATL
. N ORDESA Andorra*_-ia
reancla SPAIN [eoH) NATIONAL TaVella = Tour,
PARK
Artaira \






OEBPS/graphics/xii-02-france.jpg
crac! o:undt.___.BrugSB ”\@

\\@? 2

ruasvl
mw" §

Lert}“

BOURG
res s \ \ rler

Baauval 'g LA 5"'55;\'5%°M/ \L% m@[\

=
cranLLyMe P A vzxounmam‘\ ‘Avdelbtrq
G'VERNVM de Gaulle /_/‘m EATTLEF'EW «-l. a\rmken a/ A
I

M:sz ¥ Snw jg»/\%
SeDiter W)

L

S VAUX-L] Seine
ICOMTE

A
\@lm(y:; . Rn:eanvlll!.
\m S Chaumort // o Kaysarslmrg.// Q,
Colmars.
Z.Orléans Larbemo\ Ehatlie \(\\ 5 D
\\\ / G Eguisheint)|
‘ <, Auxekt.\ o ) utrmons S Mmm“d
cmmaoku 3 Kalign ,\\ ©hBEY OF RONCHAME. 22
cue tzw GUEDELON e \ S \SEoNTENAY [Tl N
o Semur-en%
o~ O0apciire \ kel [ D
/. Izrmn stango n W
Autine \ / 3o
Baurg a C"‘"‘““‘"‘\ /‘o e Neuctitel

ROCHEPOT ~§our-Sadne

\ NW.M
A N \c [E 3 wouine /Brinciop T/ YA @_ksg ..m”“”““’m)

Clunge” ?
(eh Mnnmux
M""r'm" Y M'"" xm Bnurg-sn ([ Geneval
pervrot ,s y Bresﬁe Gsneva(

Roanne's, M-nlqrw o Zerpiare /S'

fommtte SN kst W \F,W/ﬁ,j“

{
Clermontt F:rrand% nnecy - “ oChamonb}* Y 2:
\ﬁaﬁ M I 5 -
desnel '-‘,\,/ "‘N
S\ sm&// wiie | (2 yp/’
N =0 .{// U
|Grenoble

mGOURFRE DE \
PADIRAC | o
M
oRodez || Mendé

S
Sfons \ N
Sonaes By J50RS Vaison-la 3
Scorhés o ,s.ﬁ + (orange Romainey
| 19" Mttau \ ateauncif-du-Pape), e
_ vignon
“Albi \\

casms

"CRAND.

8 I /
p-elole-su /a Shrgiie
N '"f s@%mm RSu suuon S m;“{(’

.\M’\L«“ﬁ 4 Gra

cRNTON

ix=en”
AGUES- lB/P ve e:y;
o sl
QUERIBUS &
rivREERTS P i

=1L Collioure
a0 SePort Bou
Gadaqués

o Corsica
Barcolona ('« Figueres

(France)






OEBPS/graphics/016-02-latinquarter2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/031-01-69bussign.jpg
Champ de Mars -
%
&

,&\5 W ’s\‘
o o NN e o B0 o &
%o Gt e (SRS €
o“&:x’%@&»\“ve°‘\\9‘°6°°\\¢°5\ ee\\é%z\\e‘s‘b* ‘/‘33{/0‘{:\0‘;: S “;o Q‘z\‘
e e e i P oo o s o oo o o e oo
<4 > 4 P > > > <

Hatel

S des
Invalides





OEBPS/graphics/head.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-01-universal_legend_pa.jpg
Map Legend

2 i i Bike Rental/ Pedestrian
& Viewpolnt I Biks Route Zone
4 Entrance Rall
Taxi Stand === ailwa;
€ Tourist Info e .
Restroom Bus Stop ... Eeorurgéﬁoat
W Castle @ Parking .
@  Airport
Church ® RERTrain
| Stairs
= S;I:Iat;uelf’o;nt © Tourist Train
orinretesy. ¢ Walk/Tour
Park B Batobus Stop Route
©® Fountain O Métro Stop Trail






OEBPS/graphics/028-01-rersign.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0iv-02-parisov_pa.jpg
o

i

500 Meters,
500 Yards
3
AWM
(28
ISAY
s
%
2 20
s, % e
&/ MARTIN " Biacedeta >
IS République 25
2e & %A %
§y ‘—D‘o N L4 Re \
BANK & 36 \\ G UBLigue
Q ¢
© FoRUM JEWISH & = : o
DES HALLES MUSEUM  PICASSO 5 < ere
% MUSEUM® 5, e Ly Lachaise
;. ?oMPlDou, CMARAIS S o Cemetery
z <
2
yer Hoceds CARNAVALET % e GerE %
ISES "t worel MUSEUM 2  \REOS )
. DEVILLE (cLoseDTHROUGH % A2 2
CHAPELLE IS UE 57,,2017) g Philppe S
\Q lle de - o 11e Auguzte @'
Llacité - HOLocAUST %, S
0 [EMORIAL %, =
Ly % &
7 2
& pEpoRTATI ‘]' e
<. MEMORIAL.
5 ‘h\ BLy), slmm “I e”ﬁ“
A A
{? CLUNY. T GERMAI 4 ’“"g
& [ museum B AN K
@ SORBONNE 7 Fl:udtla
Z| lation
5 @onge S
panrieon & ) Se To Bols de
LATIN & 2 Gare dusteriity Vincenes)
QUARTERZE 2 e
3 D'AUSTERL
3 .
5
PoRY0 D

i De Gaulle Airport
MARCHE
AUX PUCES \ Ghorh;
1 [ A1)
- BLYD. PERIPHERIQUE __(RING FREEWAY)
\ A Qrortede
BLYD. NEY BLYD. MACDONALD. laVillette
X » P > e
@ roreede \ & = Parc
Clignancourt S ~ dela Viliette
% : L o
2 a
Al 18e I 4
% 3
7z = ET DE
LINDUSTRIE
MARTRE g /
<
S|
°
g
5
5
SACRE-






OEBPS/graphics/xvi-01-parisfull.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/058-02-louvrecourtyard.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/viii-01a-paris_east.jpg
East Paris

'}
§

g
2

2@

R é
5,
Ay,
o,
7

S
4@
s OE MEZIERES,

/

Montparnasse

QT
opéra ~ Place cneY
0/ DE2 ['0péra

OPERA
GINES

Ruep,
&
£4

@
3

Q)

S5st. Sulplee S
&5t Sulplce = prace.

St.Sulpice” oy

o @

9

SULPI

6F

u
wog,
Quatrh
Septembre@
RUE STAUGUSTIN

S MUSEE
2 Place DELACROIX
St. Germain-
des-Prés

§
e iaunce §
£
|

Bbiy, PASSAGH o U
“Vsomany Dl SORGY || Wiansmarsrs “RetRe |y
2@ B0,y Grands PeLey,
s ﬁgﬂ"“‘wnlw ONmy Rrg?’“”"’“ e
9" 2" passaGEDrowot .
~ ofRAGES oorears

INOWYsE s,

PASSAGES

CHOISEUL &

STE.ANNE

RUESThyan

Palals Royal-
Musée du Lowvre,

INSTITUT

8

"

9
m
L)
)|
z
@

Mablllon

ice

SO0 30

3aN03 3d 3y

Rug.

ASSAGE DES NN,
PANORAMAS Boy N,

2¢e Hourele

4 Y
I~
s
-

) &

% 3 o
Y o ot
358
Sentler g

& T
P, o
|\ e o
© = Sy,
Z 2 VEug
| B
z 5
Z X PASSAGE.
(Y ) DU
£
E_mm\

Marcel @) o

Chagelet-
Les Halles

Do B AN K

Place
du Chitelet

a
. -
desArts &' .
g éy»axyw, 5&
& 0%7
7 ST. JULIEN

2
§ oo Levaurke
&

N
Bonne o""zq =

LEGEND SIGHTS
Pedestian:Friandly Area: © Carnavalet Museum @ Opéra Bastille
M :Populanshopplng Area @ CitéMétroStop& (D Palais Royal Courtyards
“ Tunnel Flower Market @ Paris Archaeological Crypt
©@  Metro Station, RER Station © Cluny Museum ® To Pere Lachaise Cemetery
@ Tadsiid O Conciergerie @ Picasso Museum
®  BatobusBoat Stops © Deportation Memorial @) place des Vosges
®  RiverTour Boat Stops O Holocaust Memorial @ pompiou Conter
“© Amondissement/District @ lle St. Louis ® 2P eade Plintée
] Laomark or Point o neret © Jewish Art & History Park
€)  Touristinformation Office Museum @ Sainte-Chapelle
sod O Louvre Museum € St. Séverin Church
L @ Luxembourg Garden @ st. Sulpice Church
800yrdy @ Notre-Dame Cathedral
=
) iy A\?’/Toﬁacedela\ e
Sébastapo Care de IEsed. & &, République 3 kS
s - £
GareduNord— " ke, Y, %,40 Lese
Dirts et MR, % wt!’“'\
M g, Métlers N e 9% Overkampt )
‘ %8s, " 07‘@ © 2=
7 ez =
Rs & ERL. z
5‘; %, ICINe Fillesdu ) \%
Fi A % Calvaire @) 2
TEMPL %,
e, %
e, e
V\)b@&
jichiad Wk
Ru:::‘:;:’"
Axio T 3
Frolssart =
RUE ST, CLAUDE 4
°
3 2
B\ e
Stravinsky Y
ST, MERRI g
2
8
3 o
} o
| o
i i ol

ST GERMAIN

e
&
g
S 2.
& &
@ 2
fi

ofn 9
<8 e

¢C

%
, %,
INSTITUT DU S

MONDE ARABE

Gare d'Austerlit:

%
TR

By

Vert

Ay
Gare de Lyon






OEBPS/graphics/xiv-02-parismontage1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/012-01-ricksig1.jpg
et





OEBPS/graphics/061-01-orangeriemus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00x-02-parismetro_2015.jpg
(8)yitetaneuse (5)creit (D) (Dgarges
o

s

13 saintDenls-Université
o

Cre o N Sl T
Sasiioue (e sou
s
T Courncuve
intDenis Rbeniners
Porie de Parist .
T <

stade de France Soharisas @ Ohprcsane .

Saint-Denis oy e

$ A ove ot e

Sadcderance ewnmaes conon
Porte de et "N st NormangieNimen
Cgnancourt ot e Aube Ses Bonay (D) 1)
DO

Simplon* e G
sues "N\ marcadet ) Babigoy-rant
ioffin_)Passommiers s Vilettey e Gueneas )

Yol Corentin Cariou *2ognn 80 Chelles
Anttsede Egise de Pantin 27 Gournay ()
ol T .
I Barbes A

o N e vesee (T)(1)

a7 ’ S
~ i
vers :.'HL e " \%:.m

o
Colonel, 2SS

ca

Belleville ¥
Jacques

Bonsergent Sairne
Strasbourg.
Saint-Denis

Grands
Boulevard

Parmentier’

Sentier

Filles Rue Gambetta®  Porte

Etienne, au Calvaire SaintMaur® de Bagnolet
Marcel — wmairie
Stsébastien ipESe de Montreul
Froissart
e iy L
5 Hotel de ville Croix de Chavaux*
SR Alexandre =
Dumas Robespierre
Maraichers /7 Porte de Montreuil
o) Marne-la-Vallée
@, el
DG vincennes
e

t-Mandé*
Q ‘Bolssy-StLéger
Cardinal | i s
Lemoine la Bérault
chateau

Jussieu® r— de Vincennes*
Place
Monge

Censier
Daubenton®

Oporte Dorée

Denfert

NRochereau* porte de Charenton

Liberté

[Mouton
oveon;  Glaciere

Charenton~Ecoles

®) Nationale*

Tobiac ) oympiades .

iversitaie  rsenel  porte porte porte et ¢ E
sanchero R, oo Shy dngs S SR o
o Maisons-Alfort-Stade
Le Kremlin
2 Maisons-Alfort
Bicétre Les Juilliottes

Villejui
Léo Lagrange

Villejuif .
Paul Vaillant-Couturier

(7 Villejuif - Louls Aragon*

Créteil-UEchat

Laplace.

Créteil-Université

‘Arcueil-Cachan

Créteil-Préfecture

.
B Fointe auvact

It 4147 A 14 S Mt o

Versalles - hantiers
urdan
@@atmismons  gppartinabiampes






OEBPS/graphics/book.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/030-01-citybus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014-02-pararrond_pa.jpg
Paris

Arrondissements
PERIPHERIQUE 18
(R[NGFREEWQI) RIGHT BANK 19
9 10
1 2
Yhoa 45 11\ 20
T

6
\\\12
LEFT BANK Bois
14 \ e
13

v1 ;ennes
N\






OEBPS/graphics/015-01-verbalmap.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028-01-genericmetro.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011-01-templocal_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/032-01-69-gambetta.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xv-02-parismontage2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/048-01-00_gargogle.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/029-01-busdiagram.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/053-01-notredcath.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/026-01-metrostation.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/059-01-palais.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/xvii-01-title_pa.jpg
Sacré-
Arc de (?;Li ﬁ
Triomphe Opéra
Garnier Pere
Lachaise
Pompidou Cemetery
Tuileries Center Picasso
Garden @? Museum
Place des '
Vosges @?
Notre- s
Dame Opéra
Bastille

Napoleon’s
Tomb

Quarter

Montparnasse
Luxembourg
ower
Garden






OEBPS/graphics/viii-02-paris_east.jpg
LEGEND SIGHTS
Pedestrian-Friendly Area © Carnavalet Museum @ Opéra Bastille
4 Popular Shopping Area @ CitéMétroStop& (@ Palais Royal Courtyards
Tunnel Flower Market @ Paris Archaeological Crypt
.I::qrso mS::mn, RER Station g gluny' Mus:um @ To Pere Lachaise Cemetery
d onciergerie Picasso Museum
Batobus Boat Stops. © Deportation Memorial g Place des Vosges
RiverTour Boat Stops @ Holocaust Memorial
Arrondissement/District @ lle St. Louis g:m:pldou C:"t:l; 4
N . 0 Promenade Plantée
Landmrk o oint f terest © Jewish Art & History Park
Tourist Information Office - 'r:uszuu:ﬂ @ Sainte-Chapelle
uvre Museum .
200 Maters @ Luxembourg Garden g :: er:i':: :;::::::
———————— :
500 Yards @ Notre-Dame Cathedral
—
9 & /'t Place dela\ %
Réaurir , Républi 3 N
Sévastapol OAre de I'Estié Vi a‘jg% publigue. @ 2\, ohes
Gare du Nord, Re, 5 5 z
AU S g )
D, i Mg, © R )
R"fof Métiers s are 5% Overkamph @ 2
7 ) 4 - 3% % %
by, & © %,
& % g FEs % < %
g e maRGHE DES % 2| s A P
E 73 o, AL & 4 S calaire @2 c”&
5 §,, TEMPLE ‘G S5 O g
¥ iy %, Joy, | SO @
3 . e 3 % & SO
o Z wuseeoy %, K & e
& Rambuteai JUpAToME. & & RUEE poyy, S, A0
s G: é G, i“o & - Reouror (@ st e
3 x
& & centRE ey, %/ Loy 2 HoU S aaTastien-
& b PIDOU % s Rroigsars
$ S RUE ST.CLAUDE
&

ST.  GERMAIN
&
& ’ o
& ",
& INSTITUT DU
§F O SRS e
= 59\ P %
24
& Gare d'Austerlit:

%,

%

]
S

%,
%, ﬁ MUSEE
':““% PICASSO

Ry
MUSEE -.1tgs
CARNAVALET

a

Gare de Lyor






OEBPS/graphics/058-01-tuileries.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/xii-01a-france.jpg
Portsmouth ¢!
Brighton

& Bourneriou

Hastings.

Lance N e
/— ZBRITAIN >/ v
PSS

Newhaver

Penzance
Land's

End
Isles Of
Scilly

AMERICAN
CEMETERY Le.

Havi
A BEACHES
e .manches

. aen 7
s Roscoff q [ CAEN MEMORIAL Vm‘
~ MUSEUM

Mormx.

et
B R

Ouessant B¢
ﬂlllmpzr.
(_) I.orlsnc

NDA  Eyren

-&" ~ '~\)<ans;)m

Aténgon wZ
o] Chartres,/ Sigier LU i) \_:«%raelw (g. =
= V> & ALS‘\ ?/ O

a3l

Chaumont J

Ribealviee| /'S
Kaysersberas/S g
7

[ % ’\
olmars.
lle de Gi 210 f
B L Vl,mm 7 o \h &5 Eguishein| | pEere
iperons Al = JRumont 3 7 A inougdl 4
Belle-lle * fem Aneers e /Z‘ CHAMBORD S (g Avnllon-& "AsssvoF I/ Rofchmme " e
K,_J o cHEVERNY Gennt Y S eonTenAY o2
ot mmwsu f/“ § VEZELAY SR JBemur-end
Nantzs' A\ ENONCEA X T E
FONTEVRAVDR Ef [ ESS= A (9 ancélre [
Nolimostier onoee  CHINONME H?’vluANnkv Besan;tm7
\\\\ AZAY-| LE( VALENCAY Autune, c.“"."uw\\
e a Roghe-| ) ehehikols 5,
e 2 o s” ¥R roptechl e M,..,m\. Beww o
| Y/ Chalon- Frasne
LEGEND Les b \\\ Pomer;-{/ Chamigny docsmee \,sw’-?:!e;; \ /J( i)
N = i3 \ G,
4 S thouine [ Branciop'\ 53 s Griveses, SR
—[ET= Freeway/Autoroute et F g E cunge” \ ] }\“"g'""' Lo Glm'@h\
La Rochelle® ‘eVichy Mic . Lake "% Montreux 5 \
———— MajorRail Line N e/ Bourg- en-]/ Genevay, 'd \
lectenony B Ln. [ ‘}\ Mortemart gnUWl[ % .’LBrsss& Genzvar\&/m
@ Arport ORADOUR-= ¢ ) wmf e\ Uane |
National Park/ / SUR-GLANE. Roanne’s_ ‘\“ %’/ Martigny e Zer: ul / /"i.?
N -ago. X
2 NatraiWonder 93"‘“‘§ Sy leagea \-\Wq nnscy. Charmonix- (32
\ MONT,
w  RuinMuseum, %m0 [Angouleme, jod] /‘\z}\ 1E aw«c"f&\%
Other Point of Interest 2\ /?(\/ ol
B Castle/Monument/Palace § N\ Emlllon Brive-la- ) { 7 - Baurg
l Ptrlgucux Galllar‘d ) o 7
o\q N ) /// \ Modane |
wwoniiest . SoiP PiS ar,a
< A /7~ Grenoble’, &
p— Bordeaux/ /59 GAuMEE’,q./-la Capéda | /
S0 klometers et J Bergerat’ Beyrac, =COVFEREDE 2
—— o™\ Le 3 A riangon e,
buNEDU A ) XX i’ ) |
PILAT Y g
/ o oxcrg: (
1 MERLE ~ Lapopi »
& //4 3 Agen LR
ne. =
0\ Y it e o), %
o Lares gansander St-Jean- ) |pax f’weem P ALY Y
N m, 5 o Luzeli(m/'}l / wa \ Nimsgwize 7. Lmi="lel: a;%a Sorgiie
L sebastidn RS -rouh,use copes a‘{;sékh,,., Rbugsillons. /oo raug'teed

on 'Y
% Seonspatiers . AHlgs X mE=\LU, HhE R
sy Sl P /4 : \rronl St il

\%Jf hnalses

Caunts-
Miteriols winerve

"B}/'Bayunne =W
S e
Lo 2 ot \\,Tarbsﬁ \\\

J L , \“ Port | Siirdes TR er D [Cannes
G (e s miere v S 15
deEbro) N c
X By Al :{_ A rmz;sms;/\ >
urgos. Lagrona
&R i —
: \ m Collioure
I
SPAIN Lo0) S g Ny = 7R
Wiaeria / rsamlana\ Vs Figtores (France)






OEBPS/graphics/035-01-bybike.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00x-01a-parismetro_2015.jpg
Epinay D (@) () D @yittew reuse (D)crell (D (DGarses | _rz:;:-:x
Charles de Gaulle (B)

Orgemont

SEmiseem 50

I P

RSl L e o ol e /13 saintDenis—Université
S v =T R L -
Sl B nnevillerse e crivne jstDenls 5| ST g
(Em s L Les Grésilons Basgue —
* comprotecid Les Agnettes SaintDents e S e aimy | Mitey—ciaye )
& le Paris* S, * Chantelovp.
46 « rat Gabriel Péri La Courneuve Maurice Lachitre.
3246 - rpfe 4 S @, e
@O sintouen Sdegets S
e Bezons La Plaine. Fort g e
(] e Bigaene Asnieres. i Aubervitiers I "N Gt oot
"Rariol “olombes - Mai — illic i Nt
5 : G gt e Fopsnet Albeis S Fal IO
&= A Quatre Chemins P e BRI
et oo ot de iy o A=l
Hermy o3 ) P2 Ge'Saintouen s ST O] 8 e oo

"“5obigny—pantin

Ta <%/ Raymond dueneas ey
e “i cheltes
J roiceae | Chateau Egise de Pantin®, &y Gournay (£)
NG prim=tl 3 NS
I Barbes

o O
Ourcq_Porte \ Hoche S
de pantin N, B . Noisyde:see(D(D)
Esplanade,

e La Défense

S5 ot de Neuilly’

Laumire Pré “Tournan
Danube \sia.m.,

Saint-Georges g,

[

@ wairie des Lias*

te

~ Lessablons Estienne  Notre-Dame, Colonel  Buttes
d'Orves de-Lorette* ESbren Chaumont
v Porte Maillot (- de VEst
Neuily-Porte Mailot ) e st Y85 porte des Ltas
cuilly-Porte Maillo in
Y Belleville Y Pyrénées Jourdain Place Télégraphe

Chateau
dEau*

des Fetes

Jacques

Argentine’ Bonsergent

porte
Dauphine®

Saint-Fargeau | » Ao
strasbourg Couronnes Le

Saint-Denis

Avenue Foch 4 L

Ménilmontant  PellePort

'mr

| ippe
e B oissyous
Victor Huge) | Gy
A Lmadeteinet;

Ppere
Yizchune B ©cnen

Gambetta* " Porte

Rue

Pyramides Saint-Maur* de Bagnolet e
wair
) e §Pniope
e 7Y crementes INW concorge P2l Roval ambuteau* | stsgoastien saintAmbroise | ANPRE, » e Montreul
swenye | de1a Fompe oo
Henri Martin Croix de Chavaux*
Aesancre !
Bias Robespierre

d
Maraichers & Porte de Montreuil

Avion Marne-lavali¢e

des Boulets

®

Boulainvillers Ledru-Rollin®

‘Champ de Mars
Tour Eiffel oty
Bir-Hakeim 7 JuBac  des-prés

Ranelagh§  avenue

du Pdt Kennedy

Brancois Shvres Mabilon
Xonex BabyioneXXY b

Slipice

La Motte
Picquet

Bolssy:stLéger

Grenelle*

Jasmin Bérault
; . chateau
M\A::el Eglise e Bel-Air* o Mopakes de Vincennes*
Avesi®,_ dAuteuil A7 Bt e Daumesni¥C._ Michel
aross /2 | 7 Micheis | Commerce pace M
s “ 1 Andre Stures oo PortRoyal 5
JSodlogne )\ e Lecourbe A Gensier Dugommier "
Jean Jaures /= ichel ] Chardon  Félix Faure Pasteur* Edgar G o Olporte Dorée
‘ange|  Lagache o Gare(d) Quinet* & == Les
o MalRer | ¢ cagach ontparnasse £ Neoer,. Gobelins Jo
5 Boulogne. Pont 'Volontaires. Gaité. Camps 3 e
(= Joaee Pont de St-Cloud* du Garigliano Boucicaut® je la Gare, Y% 1
i Porte ACE) o Chevaleret oot
3 Vaugiard b i
de St-Cloud otrmel * Pernety [Mouton “~c-= Nationaier — Bibliotheque cf i
A A Duvernet Fr. Mitterrand’ N Charenton-Ecoles E
bt DR @@ Comenien Pasance Onympiades o )] 7 ]
Bilancourt @ Satara Frorte de versaities Porte  Porte Porte_thant . 1
I o Y v [ d'ltalie de Choisy d'lvry%/” sssve
g . z Z Gporte de vanves doricans| of ta n e ort® H
fohwres  Valde s;y G v o CE £ - ,L?“f—.h"_.p,_‘—b [t :,. e Maisons.Alfort-Stade £
Plateas de vanves Mairie { Gentilly Bicetre Pierre et Marie Aortuite Maisons-Alfort i
: Coentincaont A " demontronre" @ * " Cirie L5 Sufliottes H
winsaisYe, g alakot il . | i
Versailles \ Rue Etienne Dolet* aoies Léo Lagrange Mairie dtvry 70 Vitry Créteil-Uchat
Chateau N— @ mairie aissy P surseine o 1
©, 513 chatition-m Le vert Créteil-Universite 1
Viroflay MeddonzVaLFIelry, DT ‘Arcueil-Cachan de Maisons 2
Rive Gauthe a5 Bagneu (B lrdoines Crétel-préfectore |
0 Chaville-Vélizy e de o Bourgla- [ g
o) i Reine ] . i
= T et Robinson (E) Choisyie-Roi e H
© DO S AL SIS il B fointe dutacr i
Siguein oo 5 LGS ]
%% Robert Wagner o Massy—Palaiseau(C), o Versailles - Chantiers
it intRémy Dourdan
IO DDavimons et () Mashees©  (©men






OEBPS/graphics/0iv-01a-parisov_pa.jpg
: A 3
De Gaule Airport
MARCHE
7€ = Arrondissements (Districts) AUXPUCES &harch
{D-111] L Al
N BLYD. PERIPHERIQUE _(RING FREEWAY)
S ) } Qrortede
ALD Ta Villet
BLYD. NEY o BLYD. MACDONALI A _i_ i f -:> L
D rortede 5 Parc
Clignancourt 9 de la Villette
3 A s
$ o B e
5l e % 18e z
5 % 2 ¢
w % & /
5 \ LINDUSTRIE
2 k /
g MONT- MARTRE |y 4
N 3 1
S H
Montmartre o ]
Cemetery I
g Y iMouLin g I
ViLljgae ROUGE SACRE- !
& COEUR 515 0% LA Gaperie
< Bl 008 o v v
<& O, L T
& @y O @ amers
o Blanche
Pigalle GARE DU
ToLaDéfense & BORS
«LaGrande Arche e o e
(200 Meters)
Srgre JACQUEMART- e < % 500 Yards
WoESE ARC DE ANDRE MUSEUM AL )
e | TRIOMPHE AN GALERIES £ % Gare deI'est
LD, HAUSSM LAFAYETTE
A, b‘,oﬁ“ Se g
7o Bols d & e &Y =
el ) Ogs &e  MADELEINE OPERA By, )
S & Ch, GARNIER D sy &/
16e | e Q CEls ],
7 X Ysg, InP(I:;:: e Pl ) L:gﬂsw 202
3 e ace Place del
.S e \ vendime [RII GH T 5‘ Républigue
GRAND
LAIS 3 &
To Marmottan ARCHITECTURE & PALAIG H B l Lo PALAIS 2e N &; i)
Museum MONUMENTS MUSEUM e Siler, ROYAL 3
fmtéhm/ RIVER =) e, BANK 5’& Ze
9, v © FORUM JEWISH & =) y
TROCAGERO) fo  sewer aunl Zecd A DES HALLES MUSEUM _ PICASSO % Pére
I cquAl| TOUR Esplanade Sl | Lou MUSEUM®= = R Lachaise
BRANLY, des Invalides 'S \/ o~ R 4 o achaes | L
R WUSEUM, |\ g et. pOMNQUE S L\ POMPIDO, CMARAIS 2 € ) Gy
MUSEUM EIFFEL ARMY MUSEUM 5, Placedu z 22 2
Z ORSAY ver Pl CARNAVALET % o e
TOWER. 7e | &NAPOLEON'S 7 exs Chitelet [/ o A o B
RE I jfTomB ) a DEVILLE  (CLOSED THROUGH % ToA2 ®
R 5> %, ElfFT R CHAPELLE ‘ Rlg sy 2017) % Cr G
Parc au | (40 = RODIN - L] S [ & & Attt @2
Champ de, "% MUSEUM o) " \ 11e b 2
Mars AVE. DE TOURYILLE % DELACROIX 3 Z
@ MUSEUM %, 2
Bir- @ & %, &
Hakelm % % by & T
ECOLE = ™ N
MILITAIRE R 3 o EPICE Joib DY Bassin de
To < Rennes @) & 2 o B CLuNy, ST GERMAI Karsengl
Versallles % £ Q
¥via RER Rall 81y, 2 & 35 B;:::Elim BANK
5 s - LusEmbionEga 3 Placedeld
5, o S 5, Garden W E G 5o Nation ~
9 MoNTPARNASSE e o rANTHEON IS 1) ToBole de
15e < TOWER Ge 7%‘(? A l‘j:;%—NE R\-;\ § Gare d'Austerlit;
& k4
e GARE ontparnasse- 5| 3 | GARE
‘L\ﬁ" MONTPARNASSE Blenvenue 2 D'AUSTERL
+/ Montparnasse
Place
Cemetery | | penfert- ey, 12e
[ Only selected Metro stations are shown | / Rochereau Fogy. % ODVE
5 Denfert- 4L N
/ Rochereau (§) CATACOMBS. N
/ o






OEBPS/graphics/057-01-conciergerie.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/062-01-eiffelatnight.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xv-03-parismontage2.jpg





