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			For the kids who came from Atlantis and Krypton
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Chapter 1
A Game of Sorcery 

			The legend of Memo Castillo began with a game of cards. 

			It was Saturday, and almost dinnertime. Memo sat on the floor of his room, broken leg resting on a pillow. His ankle itched under the cast. He tried to ignore the itch. He had more important things to focus on, because Theo had just thrown a lightning bolt at him. 

			“Zap!” Theo said. “You lose four points.” 

			“Ow,” Memo said. 

			“This game is confusing,” Wyatt said. 

			“You’ll get the hang of it,” said Memo. “Watch this. I’m going to attack him with an army of bunnies!” 

			He played a card with a picture of sword- swinging rabbit warriors on it. 

			Memo and Theo were teaching Wyatt how to play Sorcery—a game with a bazillion different kinds of collectible cards. Each card was a magic spell like “Throw Lightning Bolt” or “Summon Ferocious Rabbits.” Playing the game was like fighting a magical duel.

			“Can I cast my own lightning bolt?” Wyatt asked. 

			“Nope,” Theo said. “You do not have enough crystals.” 

			Wyatt frowned at his cards. “This game is really confusing.”

			Memo, Theo, and Wyatt were all classmates at Curiosity Academy. It was a new school this year, so Memo didn’t really know most of the other kids. He did know Theo, though. They had been best friends since kindergarten, when they tried to invent time travel with juice boxes. 

			Wyatt was a new friend. He sometimes sat at the dragon table during school lunch, so Memo had invited him to join their Saturday Sorcery game. Wyatt didn’t seem to be having very much fun, though. He put down his cards. 

			“You two should finish the game without me,” Wyatt said. “Can I draw something on your cast?”

			“Sure,” Memo said. 

			Wyatt took a marker from his backpack and started to draw a purple dragon on Memo’s ankle, which still itched. Memo held his breath and tried to make the itch go away. It didn’t work. 

			“How did you hurt your leg?” Wyatt asked. 

			“I was reading,” Memo said. 

			“Really?” Wyatt asked. “Was it a dangerous book?”

			“He tried to read in a tree,” Theo explained. “Then he fell asleep, fell out of the tree, and broke his leg in four places.”

			“Ouch,” Wyatt said while trying not to laugh. 

			“Maybe the tree was mad about the book?” Theo wondered. “Books are made of paper. Paper is made out of trees. This tree probably rocked him to sleep on purpose. Then it tossed him to the ground.”

			Memo threw a pillow at Theo and missed. 

			“It’s your turn,” Memo said, “and we need to practice for the tournament. Cast your next spell!”

			“What tournament?” Wyatt asked. 

			“The GREAT SORCERY TOURNAMENT at MagiCon,” Theo announced. 

			Wyatt still looked a little bit lost. “Magi-what?”

			“It’s a big gathering of geeks,” Memo explained. 

			“It is so much more than that!” Theo said. “We went to the MagiCon convention last year, and it was amazing. My dad was one of the volunteers. All sorts of science fiction and fantasy stuff got packed into one building in the city. They had costumes and comics and authors and actors and NASA engineers answering everybody’s silly questions.”

			“And a Sorcery tournament,” Memo added, “which Theo and I are absolutely going to win this year.” 

			“We’ll play as a team,” Theo said. 

			“We’ll cast powerful spells,” Memo said. 

			“And we will defeat last year’s champion, Josh Harkan,” Theo swore. 
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