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Did you know that we are not alone? Goblins live in our world too … unseen by us. But they love singing and their secrets can be caught, floating through the air. The familiar sound of a blustery wind, the shushing of the sea, the shiver of leaves are the songs and stories of the Music Goblins. They are excellent musicians: blowing, plucking, stamping and chewing their instruments with enthusiasm.
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I have studied goblins for many years and come to realize that I should share all I know with you, in case something should happen to me. Occasionally I have been caught snooping on them, and goblins don’t like that. They like to play tricks. And trust me when I say that goblin tricks are not fun. I’ll just say sausages for toes and leave it at that.


 

Over the years I have made notes about five goblin clans in particular: Stone Goblins, Tree Goblins, Puddle Goblins, Shadow Goblins and Ghost Goblins. Read quickly, and speak softly – share these stories if you will, but only with those you can trust. The wrong word in the wrong ear may have you waking up one day with sausages for toes.


 

Don’t say I didn’t warn you!
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We all like being looked after – a nice cosy feeling, I think you’ll agree.

Now imagine being looked after by someone taller than the tallest giant, standing on tiptoes in high-heeled boots, tottering along on stilts, with the hug of ten big bears and the smell of a wet autumn morning.
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Well, that’s what it feels like for a Tree Goblin living in a tree. Makes you want to go for a stroll in the woods …don’t you think?








Introducing the Tree Goblins
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Butterfingers

Kind but clumsy. Always standing up

at the wrong moment, tipping

Mildew out of the tree.




Mildew

Grumpy, because she is always being dropped by Butterfingers, but a very patient goblin. She was the first female goblin to try wearing a large conker shell instead of clothes (helps to protect her when she falls). Most female goblins now do the same.
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Egglets

Tree Goblins lay two to three eggs (or ‘pods’) which look exactly like the shell of a horse chestnut, or conker. They hatch quickly, but remain in their shells, changing for bigger ones as they grow, like a hermit crab. Later they keep one half and wear it as a cap. Can speak almost immediately. Love to argue.
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Drips

A bit of a loner. Helpful and brave. Very inventive. His best invention is Sock-Sucking.
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Two-Conks

A horse chestnut tree, host to Butterfingers and Mildew. So called because his large nose looks a bit like two noses. (Conk is another word for nose!)
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Rumble-Bark

An elderly tree. Sometimes shakes her bark and purrs like a cat, a low rumbling sound, which is how she got her name.
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Snootle-pig

They are nosy and nasty (ruthless hunters), but have terrible memories. They make fish look very clever.
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Wood Owl

A night bird foolish enough, in this story, to try and pinch Tree-Goblin eggs.



Ground-bat

Small woodland creature. Hunts by groping around in the hope of catching something. Very blind, very nervous, very silly.
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A FEW FACTS ABOUT
TREE GOBLINS
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CHARACTERISTICS






	 





	
a) Shy.
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b) But can be aggressive if surprised.
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Tip No 1: NEVER poke a Tree Goblin.

 

c) Very well camouflaged, making them difficult to see.
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Behind one of these leaves is a Tree Goblin – can you guess which one? (Actually, that doesn’t count, this Tree Goblin’s a plonk.)
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Note: if a male goblin is too well camouflaged, a passing bird may mistake him for a spare nest. All he can do is wait until the bird is finished and then try to start his own family again.
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FAMILY TREES






	A tree host is happy to have a collection of Tree Goblins living in its branches. The goblins look after the tree, pruning its leaves, wiping its nose and giving it a little tickle if it’s feeling a bit sad. The tree, in return, will protect the goblins from larger creatures, and carry them great distances in a short time if needed.
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A CLOSER LOOK AT MALE AND FEMALE GOBLINS








	
The male builds a nest to attract a female. If he succeeds, he has to piggyback the nest, the eggs and the female day and night.


 

While he is having a little rest, let’s take a quick look at some of a Tree Goblin’s more important bits.
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