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This book is dedicated to you as a thank you for your interest.




INTRODUCTION


Radio  4  is  a  cornucopia  of  delights. Whether  it’s  keeping listeners informed of the latest news developments, airing the views of experts or entertaining us with drama, music, quizzes and much more besides, the station serves its audience – and the nation – well.


Every week, around 11 million people tune in to Radio 4, with  many  of  its  programmes  enjoying  a  large,  dedicated following. In addition, it has built up a huge digital footprint with the largest weekly number of online listeners of any BBC Radio station. Radio 4 Extra is another service valued by many, offering an opportunity to catch up on the best in comedy, drama and entertainment.


With so many appreciating what Radio 4 offers, this book gives you a chance to enjoy the station in another way. There are special sudokus, word searches, anagrams, criss-crosses and coded crosswords, as well as many other puzzles based on the programmes and presenters we know so well. Also included are some rounds of trivia to test your knowledge and some “strange but true” incidents to deliberate over.


I very much hope you enjoy these puzzles and that, like this much-loved station, they will bring you a great deal of pleasure.


Good luck and happy puzzling.


Neil Somerville
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ANAGRAMS


Unscramble the following to discover some well-known programmes.




	ADMINISTER GREEN QUOTES


	WALK ON IN DELIGHT


	GIVES ALERT


	ADORE TOUCHING BASS


	ISN’T LESS DISCARDED?
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CRISS-CROSS: RADIO 4


Radio  4  is  a  celebration  of  curiosity,  knowledge  and entertainment, with the following just a sample of areas to listen to and appreciate. Find places for them all in the grid.


 


4-letter words


Arts
 Film
 Food
 News
 Quiz
 Talk


 


5-letter words


Books
 Drama
 Media
 Money
 Music


 


6-letter words


Comedy
 Health
 Nature
 Poetry
 Travel


 


7-letter words


Cooking
 Culture
 History
 Science
 Stories
 Weather
 Worship


 


8-letter words


Birdsong
 Language
 Politics
 Religion


 


9-letter words


Gardening
 Panel game


 


10-letter words


Discussion
 Statistics
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TRIVIA




	Who came all the way from Great Portland Street to play Just a Minute?


	On 19 September 2019 John Humphrys presented his last edition of the Today programme after 32 years on the show. Among the special guests were two former Prime Ministers – David Cameron and Tony Blair – and a comedian. Who was the comedian?


	
Dead Ringers  have impersonated many BBC broadcasters but which announcer supposedly said, “If satin sheets could talk, they would sound like me”?


	Which presenter of Brain of Britain  often said in response to a wrong but entertaining answer, “Ah, would that it were, would that it were”?


	In Round the Horne, who was Julian’s friend?


	Arthur Dent made his first appearance in a series which famously began on Radio 4. What was the series?


	Which version of the English Dictionary is used in I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue?


	
Front Row  began in 1998 after major schedule changes were made on Radio 4. What programme did it replace?


	Who hosts the comedy “Show and Tell” series Nature Table?


	Who, in his programmes, came “to no serious conclusions” and ended with “If you have been, thanks for listening”?
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NAME BUILDER


The letters of a name of a well-known contributor have been numbered one to nine. Solve the clues to discover who it is.


[image: images]


Letters 6, 2, 5 and 4 give us a job to do 


Letters 3, 7, 2 and 9 give us something genuine 


Letters 5, 6, 3, 8, 2 and 1 give us a brook 


Letters 1, 2, 4 and 7 give us something to create 


Letters 4, 8, 5, 6, 3, 7 and 9 give us a bird of prey
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MYSTERY SUDOKU


Complete the grid so that every row, column and 3 × 3 box contains the letters ADEHIMOSW in any order. One row or column contains a programme title. What is it?


[image: images]
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THE NOW SHOW – PHOBIAS


For many years The Now Show  has entertained audiences by taking a fun look at news and much else besides. Among the many things considered were some of the world’s weirdest phobias. Phobophobia is a fear of phobias but what do the following mean? Take your pick.




	
Alektorophobia



	Fear of knees


	Fear of chickens


	Fear of feathers







	
Koinoniphobia



	Fear of rooms


	Fear of pins


	Fear of string







	
Novercaphobia



	Fear of your step-mother


	Fear of getting wrinkles


	Fear of injections







	
Siderodromophobia



	Fear of relatives


	Fear of anything new


	Fear of trains










 


 


 


7


ODD ONE OUT


Over  many  years Profile   has  provided  insights  into  those making the news. Each of the letters of this long-running series are displayed below but which is the odd one out and why?
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CRYPTOGRAM


Solve the cryptogram to discover an observation Roald Dahl made when appearing on Desert Island Discs . To give you a start, O = L and V = R.
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WORD SEARCH: TODAY PRESENTERS


All of the following have helped get our days off to a good, well-informed start by presenting the Today  programme. Seek them out in the word search.


Andrew Marr
 Anna Ford
 Barry Norman
 Brian Redhead
 Carolyn Quinn
 Edward Stourton
 Evan Davis
 Jack de Manio
 James Naughtie
 Jenni Murray


John Humphrys
 John Timpson
 Justin Webb
 Martha Kearney
 Nick Robinson
 Nigel Rees
 Peter Hobday
 Robert Robinson
 Sarah Montague
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CODED CROSSWORD


Each letter of the alphabet has been replaced by a number. To solve the puzzle, you must decide which letter is represented by which number. To help you start, one of the words has been partly filled in. When you have solved the code, complete the bottom grid to discover what Farming Today  announced was going on sale as an April Fool.
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TRUE OR FALSE?


Decide whether the following statements are true or false.




	The former Prime Minister Harold Wilson chose his pipe as his luxury on Desert Island Discs.



	Mary Whitehouse once presented Feedback .


	In The Archers, Tony Blackburn was guest DJ at a party held after the 2019 Ambridge summer fete.


	Gillian Reynolds was once a presenter on Today.


	While presenting PM  Valerie Singleton once threw a cup of water over fellow presenter Hugh Sykes.


	Noel Edmonds presented several editions of Home Truths.


	On New Year’s Eve 2002 a mistake occurred which meant listeners did not hear the bongs from St Stephen’s tower chiming in the new year.


	The first time the game now known as Mornington Crescent was played on I’m Sorry I Haven’t a Clue  it was called Goodge Street.
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PROGRAMME BUILDER


The letters of a series (two words) have been numbered one to nine. Solve the clues to discover what it is, as well as something you may also enjoy.


Letters 1, 6 and 5 give us an amount


Letters 9, 2, 8 and 4 give us a spiral


Letters 7, 4, 8 and 5 give us something thin


Letters 1, 6, 5 and 2 give us a type of wrestling


Letters 4, 3, 7, 9, 8, 2, 6 and 1 give us something scrumptious
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MISSING LETTERS


The vowels have been removed from ten programme titles. What are the programmes?




	MSRRYHVNTCL


	NRTM


	THNBLVBLTRTH


	TWTFTHDY


	MRRLSS


	DDRNGRS


	NTCH


	LWNCTN


	NLYSS


	GDRD
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DESERT ISLAND LUXURY


Match the celebrity to the luxury item you think they chose to take away with them when appearing on Desert Island Discs.






	1. Paul Merton

	a) Cello






	2. Archbishop Desmond Tutu

	b) Radio






	3. John Peel

	c) Banjo






	4. John Humphrys

	d) Ice-cream-making machine






	5. Rory Bremner   

	e) Football






	6. Billy Connolly   

	f) Bed
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ANAGRAMS


Unscramble the following to discover some experts who often appear on Gardeners’ Question Time.




	THANKS, IN BEAN WIN


	FEW BOLD BOWER


	NOW LATEST WHIM


	LIKED WINNERS CHAT


	GOOD. WIN A PEPPER!
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WORD SEARCH: THE LIFE SCIENTIFIC


The  long-running  series The  Life  Scientific   has  featured interviews with many leading scientists about aspects of their work. Below is a list of some of the items discussed. Find them in the grid.






	Algae

	Fungi






	Antarctica

	Memory






	Bees

	Nutrition






	Botany

	Pluto






	Brewing

	Ribosomes






	Dark Energy

	Saturn






	Dark Matter

	Stegosaurs






	Flood Control

	Sun






	Fossils

	Volcanoes






	Fracking
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MINI SUDOKU: STUDIO


With the studio being the heart of many a Radio 4 production, let it also be the heart of this puzzle. Complete the grid so that every row, column and 2 × 3 box contains the letters that make up the word “Studio”.
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A PICTURE POSER


What series is suggested by the following?
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CRYPTOGRAM


Over the decades the Gardeners’ Question Time  panel have answered a great many questions including, “What is the ideal gift for a gardener?” To find out what was suggested, solve the cryptogram. To give you a start, D = W and W = M.
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ON TRACK


Starting with the circled letter and moving one letter at a time, either horizontally or vertically, find four gentlemen who have kept track of many a quiz.
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CROSSWORD


[image: images]


Across


6 Not poetry (5)


7 Long-running investigative programme (8)


10 Tricky (7)


11 Part of a programme (7)


12 The arts (7)


13 Spicy stew (7)


14 Radio presenter (11)


19 Apt read (anag) (7)


21 Vehicle for The Archers? (7)
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