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PART I



Understanding Humans
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INTRODUCTION



This Is Not Your Grandfather’s Homo Sapiens


FOLK WISDOM HAS it that “humans are more afraid of you than you are of them.” However, today’s supernatural, mutant, cyber, and exceptionally large beings or swarms face a different population of humans than their forebears did. Humans have been around for 200,000 years, getting in the way of agendas, taking up space, and being delicious. It’s not that they were ever painless to ignore, dispatch, or consume. But with the advent of the internet and other technologies, they now know all your personal details, even if they’ve never encountered you. They devour books, TV, movies, and internet memes about you at ever-increasing rates, in between searches for the cost of a vasectomy in Utah and a virtual dog training meetup. They have access to information in the manner of a hive mind. Let’s say you can only be killed by a rare weapon found in the Amazon—this once meant a human would need to go on a long quest to procure the thing that could kill you. Today, that human has already ordered it on Amazon and it’s being overnighted to their doorstep. If the past 50 years have taught us anything, it’s that humans are neither an easy lunch nor a simple obstacle to world domination.


While all humans have the potential for aggression, they can be especially dangerous when they defend their young, their stuff, and their Chevrolet Equinoxes with front-wheel drive and split-folding rear seatbacks. Victims of human attacks often watch their compatriots maimed or bludgeoned before they meet their own ends. For humans, it isn’t enough to ward you off, or even to kill you. They are compelled to decimate your kind completely with unmitigated violence that ends only after a wild spray of green or red blood or operating fluid. To add insult to these injuries, they are known to hurl snarky comments and bad puns while they’re doing it. For example, if you’re a giant bee, they might impale you and exclaim, “Ooh, that’s gonna sting!” Human remarks can be unbelievably gauche.


Those that survive these attacks carry scars that tell the tales: the jagged edge of a near-decapitation, clogged poison glands, a harpoon lodged in the motherboard. And let’s not overlook the invisible scars wrought by human toxicity—notably, chronic stress that may lead to self-destructive rampages through towns or kingdoms.


How to Survive a Human Attack is the only how-to guide written especially for humans’ likely targets. Here you’ll find vital lessons that will help you anticipate the myriad ways they attack. Did you know, for example, that you’re 300 times more likely to die if you show an interest in a human’s lover, snack on a human’s feline companion, or inadvertently crush a macaroni craft a child made at day camp for the gifted? You may feel tempted to invite the humans to your home for a meal, as it provides the chance to smell their hair and imprint their scent. But don’t! It will make you 28 percent more likely to be gored by a candelabrum.


This guide features sections tailored to each supernatural, mutant, cyber, or exceptionally large being or swarm’s needs. You have important business to conduct (eating, dominating, etc.), and your time is precious. Moreover, you may have no eyes, exceptionally large eyes, or eyes suited for night vision. You’ll be able to flip or claw to the appropriate page and find what’s germane to you and your kind. While you’ve been known to enjoy excess, it’s rarely with verbiage.1 This guide understands that. Get in and get out. That’s advice that never goes out of style.
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WARNING


The audience for this guide is implicit in its title. Please take care not to leave it lying around. Humans already imagine themselves as the center of the universe. According to them, all other creatures, whether supernatural or otherworldly, think about humans 24 hours a day. People regard themselves as objects of obsession, a perception that leaves them no choice except to exterminate the species that is “fixating” on them.


If humans could assess this perception rationally, they’d see how nonsensical it is. For example, let’s imagine that a person enjoys the occasional slice of fruit pie. It doesn’t follow that rhubarb occupies every thought and motivates every decision. The same holds true for those who happen to enjoy a Homo sapiens diet. There are plenty of other preoccupations to fill one’s days, such as tidying up the breeding ground, picking up swamplings from the grandsires, and regurgitating jewelry. Still, this guide could unintentionally validate this narcissism and precipitate more stabbing, dousing, or flamethrowing.


In addition, the informative content of How to Survive a Human Attack will be attractive to them. As we’ve discussed, they are increasingly savvy, and they may use insights they glean from these pages to carry out ill intent.


Nevertheless, with precaution, many souls can be saved. And many of the soul-less, as well. On public transportation, consider hiding this book’s cover behind another, such as The 10-Day Green Smoothie Cleanse or Les Misérables.





Footnote


1 Vampires excluded.
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THE BASICS



What Is a Human?


(Pronounced: Hyoo-muhn or, often by British gangsters, Yoo–muhn)


LINNAEAN CLASSIFICATION


PLANET: Earth


KINGDOM: Animalia


PHYLUM: Chordata


SUBPHYLUM: Vertebrata


CLASS: Mammalia


SUBCLASS: Theria


INFRACLASS: Eutheria


ORDER: Primates


SUBORDER: Anthropoidea


SUPERFAMILY: Hominoidea


FAMILY: Hominidae


GENUS: Homo


SPECIES: sapiens


MALFUNCTION MAJOR: Conflictus Ad Nauseum
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Where Do Humans Live?




• New York


• Los Angeles


• The country


• Egypt


• Skull Island


• Tokyo


• Enchanted lands


• Boats


• Main Street


• Military bases


• The jungle


• The past


• Summer camp


• The Scottish moors


• Washington, D.C.


• The woods


• Towns in the desert


• Lake resorts


• European villages


• The bayou






Distribution: Highest-Density Areas


Within all habitats, the places opposite contain the most humans. Although these exciting hot spots feature many enticing dining options, they can also be among the most dangerous places on earth for non-humans and the undead.
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• Parking lots


• Unsupervised teen parties


• Tailgates


• Carnivals


• Diners


• School dances


• Shopping malls


• Locker rooms


• Women’s restroom line


• University quads and/or labs


• Skid row


• Tactical command centers


• Water parks


• Movie theaters


• Museums


• Rest stops


• Times Square


• Gas stations


• Archaeological digs


• Beach on Labor Day weekend


• LaGuardia Airport


• Spring break


• Coachella




Migrations


INDIVIDUAL HUMANS GENERALLY nest in one place, straying only a few miles. However, there are coordinated seasonal and daily migrations that cover more ground, during which large groups can be seen moving together. Eventually, each human does tend to return to the same roost. Exceptions include feuding mating pairs, offspring attending sleepovers, and unpaired individuals engaged in hookups.


SEASONAL MIGRATIONS


Optimal for Viewing Humans




[image: image] NOTE: Signs of impending seasonal migration include jostling, bickering, strollers, the wearing of caps, and Clif bars. For safety, always view these migrating humans from a distance and camouflage your scent with Axe Body Spray.






EXAMPLES OF SEASONAL MIGRATIONS INCLUDE:




• Holiday parades


• 5K fun runs


• Black Friday




EMBARKATIONS/DISEMBARKATIONS:




• Cruise ships


• Stadiums


• Theme parks




DAILY MIGRATIONS:


Although daily migrations take place en masse, they are typically solitary and silent, involving little eye contact, as well as the consumption of food or drink while on the move. Commencing after Starbucks opens, daily migrations can be seen in the following places:




• Subways


• Freeways/highways


• The Lincoln Tunnel


• Bus stops


• Escalators
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A Migrating Human












What Are Human Characteristics?


POSTURE


Humans can be identified by a unique tendency toward two opposite postures.
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Totally Upright
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Totally Circular











ANATOMY


A few evolutionary accidents made humans especially formidable:




1. Relatively long arms


2. Relatively long thumbs


3. Erect posture


4. Tippy toes (allow for peering)


5. Elastic hair bands (man buns, ponytails, and braids provide clear vision)




Together, these traits enable the human to stand on two legs with hands free to do a variety of things:




• Hunt with weapons


• Poach fruit from a neighbor’s tree


• Reach into a vending machine for free soda


• Shoplift frozen meats


• Sucker punch
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The Opposable Thumb








SIZE


RELATIVE TO OTHER species, humans can vary a great deal in appearance. As a result, they either comment on each other’s bodies incessantly, leading to conflicts, or they claim on social media that they “don’t see appearances,” leading to confusion.


ADULT MEASUREMENTS:


The world’s shortest documented adult human was less than 2 feet tall (21.5 inches), while the tallest was 8 foot 3 inches tall.


ADULT WEIGHT:


Globally, the average human weight is 136 pounds. However, there are regional variations. For example, in North America, the average human weight is 178 pounds, while on the television channel TLC, the average human weight is 600 pounds.


LOCOMOTION


HUMAN LOCOMOTION, WHICH is bipedal, is a learned behavior that requires a great deal of practice and concentration. It involves a stance phase, during which a foot is planted, and a swing phase,1 during which the foot is swung. The gait can be affected by factors such as age, size, build, fatigue, whistling, and sulking.


Humans ambulate on sidewalks, cement pathways that facilitate this unsteady bipedal movement by smoothing undulations of the terrain and reducing unwelcome engagements with nature, especially “tickly” or “pokey” things. Sidewalks are characterized by hardness, gum, and burnt worms. They sometimes lead to school. Often, they lead to nothing, ending at cul-de-sacs or uncrossable highways.


If approached, remember that humans are very easy to knock over and that sidewalks are unforgiving surfaces on which to fall.


CLIMATE CONTROL


BIOLOGICALLY, HUMANS ARE warm-blooded, equatorial primates. Hence, they tend to have difficulty surviving in extreme temperatures. If unprotected, they will freeze to death in cold climates or suffer heatstroke in hot ones. They control their inner temperatures with items such as window units, beanies, hot showers, and culottes. However, territorial aggression may erupt, marked by the escalation from squawking to violent tussle, when an individual within a cohabitating group rises from a chair and touches the thermostat.


CLOTHING


HUMANS LOST THEIR fur many thousands of years ago. When they became bald except for unfortunate tufts of hair on the groin, under the armpits, and on top of the head, they began to stitch together the skins of other creatures in the manner of serial killers, and to wear them as cloaks to protect against the elements.


Later, clothing developed social significance, much like the plumage of birds. Apparel that was purple, velvet, frilly, or that could be described as gold galloons marked high status.


It is thought that humans are generally enamored of furry animals and repulsed by hairless ones, especially cats, because they are hairless themselves. Due to this sense of inadequacy, they wear faux furs, animal prints, and suede, and they style the tufts of the hair they do have, especially but not exclusively the one on top of the head.
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STORING THINGS


COMPARED TO OTHER species, humans store a great deal of stuff. They typically reside within rectangular dwellings that, even at the small end, are capacious compared to the dwellings of other animals of similar size. They fill these domiciles with knickknacks, as well as many soft surfaces on which to lounge. They can lounge up to 19 hours a day, with little of that time spent sleeping. Wear patterns indicate that they use, on average, only two of the surfaces in the dwellings, typically a bed and an ugly couch. Humans also possess many items with drawers, inside of which they store smaller items, such as:




• Half-used bottles of hand cream


• Twist ties


• Expired coupons


• Burned candle votives (still perfectly good!)


• Old batteries


• Pens that don’t work


• Lint


• Crock-Pot manual




DIET


WHILE IT’S TRUE that humans can be aggressive, they rarely eat the beings that they themselves have killed, preferring to dine on creatures that someone else killed far away, usually quite a while ago, and loaded into refrigerated trucks. They also consume vegetation, but, again, this is often vegetation that is not alive or nearby. Rather, it has been harvested, subject to transportation, ground to dust, and combined with other ingredients until it is unrecognizable.


Human food differs from that of most other animals in terms of the extent to which it is prepared and the brown or orange hue most of it develops. Marked by extreme heating, cooling, or vacuum-sealing, the preparation often eradicates nutrients, a process thought to aid in achieving humans’ unique circular posture.


Human foods include:




• Aspics


• Waffles


• Deep-fried birds


• Flamin’ Hot Cheetos


• Sherbet


• Reconstituted potatoes


• Cousin Willie’s Buttery Explosion


• Frozen bagels


• Funyuns


• Baking soda


• Wax-encased cheese ovals


• Donettes


• Triple Quad Baconator


• Soy lecithin
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VOCAL COMMUNICATION


WITH LESS FEAR than most mammals naturally possess, humans tend to be noisy. Yapping, whining, droning, cackling, humming, screaming, and a short Ha! sound can all serve as contact calls. The more sociable the human is, the more diverse the repertoire of vocalizations. For example, individuals who frequent honky-tonk bars may also emit hoots.


ANTAGONISTIC BEHAVIOR


DOMINANCE/THREAT DISPLAYS:


Humans are unpredictable, but there are a few observable signs of impending aggressive behavior. These include the loud, sharp vocalizations Yo! or Hey, Bro! and physical cues like a rigid body, a stiff and purposeful gait, a direct stare with eyes wide open, or a narrowing of the eyes.


FIGHTING:


There are a number of indicators that a threatening movement is about to turn physical. The person will draw near and engage in one of these gestures:




• Take a sip of your beer


• Slowly unbutton and roll up sleeves


• Speak loudly and spray spittle


• Brush lint off your lapel


• Flick you in the middle of the forehead








[image: image]








Which Tools Do Humans Use?


HUMANS HAVE NOT made their own tools for generations—hundreds of years, if not longer. Even handymen, mechanics, and hair stylists, among the most adept tool users, do not fabricate their own tools. For the most part, human tools are devised in factories, where each worker oversees a machine that creates a small part, not the whole. Thus, it is not known if humans can still make their own tools.


A few plucky humans test themselves with expeditions to hostile wilderness areas where they attempt to craft tools for survival. Sometimes, thousands of people watch them on camera—totally naked (see “Clothing”)—as they develop ass rashes and dehydration, and they weep all night in huts they’ve constructed out of banana leaves and poison ivy. This is a form of entertainment in many human enclaves.
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Below are some tools that humans typically use:




• Can opener


• Remote control


• Index finger


• Pepper spray


• Fork




One trait that also distinguishes humans is the possession of tools they don’t need or want. There’s often low-level amnesia related to how they ended up with these items.


Examples include:




• Toilet light


• Pickle tongs


• Smart hairbrush


• Steering wheel desk


• Banana slicer
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The Index Finger









Which Weapons Do Humans Use?


HUMANS ARE THE most dangerous creatures in the world by a large margin, despite precarious bipedal locomotion, vulnerable hairlessness, the inability to sting or spit poison, lapsed skills with tools, etc. One main reason is weaponry. Long ago, humans devised weapons that the species continues to update and use. This arsenal includes powerful guns, gases, and bombs. Thankfully, most humans do not own these types of weapons and do not have the knowledge to make them. What’s more, even if individual humans you meet do have them, mediocre vision and poor muscle mass contribute to terrible aim.


The average human, though, is still dangerous. Why?


In the absence of natural strength, hostile humans instinctively grab for objects within reach. Because they have long arms and long thumbs, they rely on a strong grip and centrifugal force from swinging these blunt instruments to apply force to targets.


Below are examples of the most common human weapons:




• Baseball bat


• Vase


• Beer bottle


• Candlestick


• Pool cue


• Chair


• Handbag




SURROGATES FOR CLAWS OR FANGS:




• Knives


• Glass shards


• Forks


• Ballpoint pens





What Are the Steps to Identifying a Human?


HERE IS A short review for easy reference. See Appendix II: A Field Guide to Humans (here) for more information.




[image: image] LOOK FOR OUTSTANDING FEATURES– Does the animal stand on two legs? Is the animal wearing jeggings? Is there a tuft of hair on its head? Does it have a tail, or is that protrusion a fanny pack?


[image: image] ESTIMATE SIZE– What is the animal’s shoulder height? Are its arms shorter or longer than its legs? Is its head the size of a cabbage? Would you buy it a T-shirt in XS or XL?


[image: image] CHECK HABITAT– Are you in the Everglades? Or Antarctica? It is unlikely to see humans in either of these locales because they’re crybabies.


[image: image] NOTE BEHAVIORAL TRAITS– Is the animal drunk or talking about buying a boat? Is it engaged in networking? Has it thrown down any litter? Does it scowl when you eyeball it?


[image: image] DECIDE WHICH GROUP IT BELONGS TO– Does the animal have several of the above qualities? If not, perhaps this is an ostrich.





Where Can One Find, Study, or Smell Humans?


HUMANS, ESPECIALLY ONES in urban areas, are generally easy to view. The great majority are shy and quick to startle. Some of them are nocturnal. In general, they give a wide berth to unusual visitors, as well as “side-eye,” a look that appears menacing but indicates a likelihood they will post something about you online, rather than confronting you. If you do find yourself threatened in an urban area, it is best to lie on the sidewalk and pretend to need assistance. You will no longer be visible.


In suburban and rural areas, humans can be seen from a distance because they generally reside indoors. When they do emerge, they will either remain in the grassy perimeter around their dwellings or they will rush to vehicles that they use for travel to other indoor spaces. As such, the best way to view these elusive humans is from within a vehicle. Your safari can include a close look at a human when you order food from a “drive-thru” window or when you cut off someone in traffic and then they pull alongside your car. It’s very exciting!


Footnote


1 Not to be confused with the swinger phase, which involves experimentation among suburban mating pairs.
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