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Introduction to the modern depth study








0.1 Your exam: What is assessed and how


The GCSE course that you are following is made up of four different studies.








	 

	Paper 1: Thematic study and historic environment

	Paper 2: Period study and British depth study

	Paper 3: Modern depth study










	What is assessed?

	
Section A: Historic environment

This focuses on the relationship between a place and historical events and developments.



	
Option P: Period study

This focuses on a wider world topic over a period of at least 50 years.



	This focuses on the complexity of a historical society or situation. The interplay of different aspects of history are considered.






	
Section B: Thematic study

This focuses on change and continuity across a long sweep of history – from the medieval period to present day.



	
Option B: British depth study

This focuses on a period of British history over a short period of time (under 40 years).








	How is it assessed?

	Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes

30% of your GCSE


(52 marks)


Section A – 3 compulsory questions


(16 marks)


Section B – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2


(36 marks)



	Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes

40% of your GCSE


(64 marks)


Period study – 2 compulsory questions and 2 from a choice of 3


(32 marks)


British depth study – 2 compulsory questions and 1 from a choice of 2


(32 marks)



	Written exam: 1 hour and 20 minutes

30% of your GCSE (52 marks)


Section A – 2 compulsory questions


(16 marks)


Section B – 4 compulsory questions


(36 marks)











This book prepares you for Paper 3 Modern depth study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39.


It focuses on key developments in Germany between 1918 and 1939. This was a time period of dramatic change. You will study:








	Part

	Key content (topics)

	Review pages










	Part 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29

	

	•  The origins of the Republic, 1918–19


	•  The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23


	•  The ‘Golden Years’: the recovery of the Republic, 1924–29


	•  Changes in society, 1924–29





	pages 36–37







	Part 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33

	

	•  Early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22


	•  The Munich Putsch and the Nazi Party, 1923–28


	•  The growth in support for the Nazis, 1929–32


	•  How Hitler became Chancellor, 1932–33





	pages 61–62







	Part 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39

	

	•  The creation of a dictatorship, 1933–34


	•  The police state


	•  Controlling and influencing attitudes


	•  Opposition, resistance and conformity





	pages 89–90







	Part 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39

	

	•  Nazi policies towards women


	•  Nazi policies towards the young


	•  Employment and living standards


	•  The persecution of minorities





	pages 115–116













How the modern depth study will be examined


You will be examined on your knowledge and understanding of the modern depth study in Paper 3. The exam will be 1 hour 30 minutes. The table below gives you some guidance on writing time. You will need around 10 minutes or so to read the sources and interpretations for Question 3.
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Revision Tip


Break down your revision into manageable chunks of content


This book is organised into four parts that reflect the parts of the specification. At the end of each part of the course, make sure you review and revise what you have just covered. The ‘Exam Practice’, ‘Recall Challenge’ and ‘Review’ features will help you do this.
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The table below shows the type of questions you will be asked. You should always spend up to a couple of minutes making sure you identify the focus of the question and planning your approach before you start to write your answer. This book will give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question.








	Type of question

	Guidance

	Marks

	Writing time

	Advice and practice










	1

	Give two things you can infer from Source A about …

	Focus on the question.

Make an inference and then support with a quotation or detail from the source.


Repeat for the second inference.



	4

	6 minutes

	Pages 12, 15, 25, 31, 40, 45, 51, 54, 60, 76, 80







	2

	Explain why …

	You will have a choice of two questions. Focus on the question and explain why an event or situation happened.

Aim to write three paragraphs. Support your answer with at least three aspects of knowledge.



	12

	18 minutes

	Pages 37, 49, 62, 70, 90, 104, 115







	3a

	How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into …

	The sources could be visual or written. They will relate to an aspect of the enquiry in the question.

Focus on how the sources are useful.


Use the content of the source, the provenance of the source and your contextual knowledge to evaluate the usefulness of the sources.



	8

	12 minutes

	Pages 28, 29, 41, 56, 68, 77, 82, 88, 96







	3b

	Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about …

What is the main difference between these views?



	Summarise the view in Interpretation 1 and support with a quotation. Summarise the view in Interpretation 2 and support with a quotation. Use the connective ‘however’ to summarise the overall difference between the two views.

	4

	6 minutes

	Pages 28, 29, 45, 56, 88, 102, 108







	3c

	Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about …

	Explain that Interpretations 1 and 2 are different because:

The authors have used different sources to form their view.


The authors have chosen to focus on different aspects of the history.


The authors have chosen to emphasis different aspects of the history.



	4

	6 minutes

	Pages 28, 29, 45, 56, 88, 102, 108







	
3d

	How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about …

	This is an essay question, requiring you to reach a judgement.

Aim to agree with the view in Interpretation 2 using your own historical knowledge and then disagree with the view in Interpretation 2 using the view in Interpretation 1 and your own historical knowledge.


Make sure that you write a conclusion explaining how far you agree with the view in Interpretation 2.



	20 (16 + 4 for SPaG)

	30 minutes

	Pages 23, 28, 29, 56, 88, 102, 108
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Revision Tips


Make exam practice part of your revision


Exam Tips give you step-by-step guidance on how to tackle each type of question. Effective revision is not just learning the content. You need to understand what each type of question is asking you to think about in the exam and to practise delivering it.


Take responsibility


Reflect on your strengths and weaknesses. What question types do you struggle with? Take responsibility: spend more time practising the types of question you find most difficult. Use feedback from your teacher to improve your approach.
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0.2 The big picture: Identify the big questions




Connect & Engage


The following topic summaries identify the people and big questions the book will cover. However, top historians do not answer only other people’s questions, they also ask tions of their own! As you read the summary of each topic, note down any questions you might have about this topic.








	Part 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918–29










	
Topic 1: The origins of the Republic, 1918–19

The Weimar Republic was a new democratic government created after the abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II in 1918. Its constitution made it one of the most democratic countries in the world.



	
Topic 2: The early challenges to the Weimar Republic, 1919–23

The Weimar Republic faced challenges including the Treaty of Versailles. It faced the Spartacist Rising, led in part by Rosa Luxemburg, and an economic crisis called hyperinflation in 1923.



	
Topic 3: The ‘Golden Years’: the recovery of the Republic, 1924–29

In these years, the Weimar Republic enjoyed a period of political stability and economic recovery, in which politician Gustav Stresemann was instrumental. Loans from the USA enabled the German economy to grow.



	
Topic 4: Changes in society, 1924–29

German society changed hugely. Culture was vibrant and Germany became the centre of the film industry.

















	Part 2: Hitler’s rise to power, 1919–33










	
Topic 5: Early development of the Nazi Party, 1920–22

Adolf Hitler joined the Nazi Party and transformed it. He set out the party‘s goals in the 25-point programme.



	
Topic 6: The Munich Putsch and the Nazi Party, 1923–28

The Nazi Party tried to take power by force in the Munich Putsch of November 1923. It failed and Hitler was imprisoned. The Nazi Party only gained 12 seats in the May 1928 election.



	
Topic 7: The growth in support for the Nazis, 1929–32

In the early 1930s, support for the Nazis grew dramatically. This was due to an economic crisis sparked by the Wall Street Crash of 1929.



	
Topic 8: How Hitler became Chancellor, 1932–33

Hitler was appointed Chancellor of Germany in January 1933 by President Paul von Hindenburg. This was because the Nazis had the most support in Germany but also due to politicians such as Franz von Papen.

















	Part 3: Nazi control and dictatorship, 1933–39










	
Topic 9: The creation of a dictatorship, 1933–34

As Chancellor, Hitler set about getting rid of democracy. Events like the Reichstag Fire, Enabling Act and Night of the Long Knives helped him increase his powers. When President von Hindenburg died in August 1934, Hitler became Führer.



	
Topic 10: The police state

The Nazis controlled the German people using the SS under the leadership of Heinrich Himmler. The law courts were taken over by the Nazis and the Nazis aimed to control the Church.



	
Topic 11: Controlling and influencing attitudes

The Nazis used propaganda to control people. Joseph Goebbels was in charge of censorship and propaganda.



	
Topic 12: Opposition, resistance and conformity

There was opposition to the Nazis mostly from the Churches and young people. Pastor Martin Niemöller was a key opponent.

















	Part 4: Life in Nazi Germany, 1933–39










	
Topic 13: Nazi policies towards women

The Nazis wanted a traditional way of life for German women. They wanted women to be mothers and made it more difficult for women to have jobs or go to university.



	
Topic 14: Nazi policies towards the young

Hitler said ‘Those who have youth on their side control the future’. Hitler created Nazi youth groups and used education to indoctrinate young people into supporting Nazi ideals.



	
Topic 15: Employment and living standards

The Nazis promised people ‘work and bread’ and by 1939 had largely reduced unemployment in Germany. They created organisations such as Beauty of Labour and Strength Through Joy to influence living standards.



	
Topic 16: The persecution of minorities

The Nazis targeted minority groups such as Jewish people, black people, LGBTQ+ people, disabled people and Roma and Sinti communities. ‘Kristallnacht’ in 1938 (Night of the Broken Glass) was a key turning point in the treatment of Jewish people.




















0.3 Key features: How this book works


The tasks in this book will help you learn what you need to know and how to apply your knowledge to answer exam questions effectively. They are your ‘steps to success’.
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Revision Tips




	
1  Don’t delay revision until just before the exam

Revision should be an ongoing process. You need to revisit topics that you have studied regularly. Otherwise, as the graph shows, you will quickly start to forget key topics.




	
2  Retrieval practice makes your memory stronger

When you recall what you have previously studied, your brain strengthens connections and makes it easier to recall this information in the future.




	
3  Spaced practice helps you remember for longer!

At the end of each topic, we test you, not just on that topic but on previous ones as well. You should regularly return to the Review tasks from previous topics and test your knowledge of ‘older material’. As the graph shows, this should improve recall and stop you forgetting.









[image: ]




[image: ]












[image: ]


Apply Recall Challenge


Know your individuals


How much can you remember from the ‘big picture’ of the Germany course? Match each of the individuals to the correct description.








	Individual

	    

	Description










	Adolf Hitler

	 

	Leading Nazi who was in charge of propaganda






	Gustav Stresemann

	 

	Leading Nazi who was in charge of the SS






	Martin Niemöller

	 

	Leader of the Nazi Party who became Chancellor of Germany in January 1933






	Paul von Hindenburg

	 

	Politician who helped Germany recover from its problems between 1924 and 1929






	Rosa Luxemburg

	 

	President from 1925 to 1934 who appointed Hitler as Chancellor






	Heinrich Himmler

	 

	One of the leaders of the Spartacist Rising of 1919






	Joseph Goebbels

	 

	Church leader and opponent of the Nazis









Know your key dates


Match each event to the year it happened.








	Year

	    

	Event










	1918

	 

	The Spartacist Rising






	1919

	 

	Wall Street Crash






	1923

	 

	‘Kristallnacht’ (Night of the Broken Glass)






	1929

	 

	Abdication of Kaiser Wilhelm II leads to Weimar Republic






	1933

	 

	Death of President von Hindenburg






	1934

	 

	Hyperinflation crisis






	1938

	 

	Adolf Hitler becomes Chancellor of Germany









[image: ]





















Part 1: The Weimar Republic, 1918-29



1 The origins of the Republic, 1918–19







Connect & Engage – Kaiser Wilhelm II (1859–1941)
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Kaiser Wilhelm II ruled Germany from 1888 to 1918. He was born with a partly paralysed left arm that was said to be six inches shorter than his right arm. Due to this, he had a difficult childhood and often felt he had to prove himself.


Wilhelm was related to royal families across Europe, including Britain, Norway, Spain, Greece and Russia. He was the eldest grandson of Queen Victoria. He visited England regularly and came to admire Britain’s navy and the British Empire.


Kaiser Wilhelm II was known for his explosive temper and being indecisive. He was also highly intelligent and his interest in science and technology led to him setting up an institution to advance scientific research in 1911.




Wilhelm’s policies and beliefs


Wilhelm became Kaiser at the age of just 29 and he said himself he was not ready to be Emperor. However, he set about modernising Germany. He wanted Germany to become a powerful military country and have its own empire. He called this policy Weltpolitik (world politics). He oversaw the expansion of Germany’s navy. Wilhelm was against democracy and believed that the Kaiser should be an autocratic ruler. This meant only he could make decisions. He was furious when the words ‘Dem Deutschen Volke’ which means ‘To the German people’ were put onto the Reichstag (German Parliament) building in 1916.


In August 1914, Kaiser Wilhelm led Germany into the First World War. The war quickly became a long, drawn-out conflict. As the war continued, people in Germany faced economic and social hardship. The impact of this and military defeats led to protests in Germany. On 9 November 1918, the German Revolution led to Kaiser Wilhelm abdicating (giving up) his position as Kaiser. His rule was at an end. Wilhelm went into exile in the Netherlands where he lived until his death in June 1941 at the age of 82.
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Connect & Engage




	
1  Read the story of Kaiser Wilhelm II above. What impression do you get of the kind of ruler he was?


	
2  Check your understanding of these key words in the text: Weltpolitik, autocratic, Reichstag, abdicate, Kaiser.
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1.1 The impact of the First World War on Germany
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Research & Record


How did life in Germany change during the First World War?


Use this page to create a mind map of how the First World War affected Germany.
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The events of the First World War


The First World War broke out in August 1914. Germany fought alongside Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey. Germany fought the First World War on two fronts. It fought against Britain and France in the west and against Russia in the east. The USA joined the war on the side of Britain and France in April 1917 – Britain, France, Russia and the USA were known as the Allies.


Germany had some early successes, such as at the Battle of Tannenberg against the Russians in August 1914. However, the war quickly developed into a stalemate on the Western Front with neither side able to achieve a breakthrough. Despite this, the German public were led to believe through propaganda that the war was going well for Germany. Russia left the war in March 1918 after the Bolshevik Revolution of October 1917. This led to. Germany launching a huge attack in the west called the Spring Offensive. The attack was a partial success. In some places, the German army advanced up to 40 miles. However, the Allies counter-attacked in August 1918 and by September it was clear that Germany had been defeated.




Life in Germany during the war


There was no actual fighting in Germany during the First World War but life changed dramatically for ordinary people. During the war, the British Navy placed a blockade of ships around the North German coast. This prevented supplies and resources getting to Germany. There were shortages and many German people only had basic foods like turnips to eat. People in Germany became war-weary as time went on, wages were low and many families had lost loved ones in the war. By 1918, there was an increase in strikes, protests and discontent within Germany.














1.2 The situation in Germany at the end of the War
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Research & Record


What problems did the Weimar Republic face in the aftermath of the First World War?




	
1  The Weimar Republic faced many problems when it was created. Copy the table and find evidence for each problem on pages 12–13.


	
2  Which problem do you think was the most serious for the Weimar Republic? Explain your choice.











	Problem

	Evidence










	Social and economic problems

	 






	Political problems

	 






	Military problems

	 









[image: ]










Abdication, armistice and revolution, 1918–19


The war quickly developed into a stalemate on the Western Front with neither side able to achieve a breakthrough. Protests and unrest spread across Germany including a mutiny of sailors at Kiel on 3 November. This led to the Kaiser abdicating on 9 November. A new government that would come to be known as the Weimar Republic was formed. On 11 November 1918, the Chancellor of the new German government, Friedrich Ebert, accepted an armistice with the Allies. Plans were made to hold elections to make Germany a democracy. These dramatic uprisings and political change were known as the German Revolution.







The Stab in the Back Myth


Many in Germany were shocked by the sudden end of the First World War. Propaganda and censorship had convinced most Germans they were winning the war. This meant that to many, defeat was unexpected. This led to the idea of the Stab in the Back Myth (Dolchstosslegende). This was the belief that Germany had not been properly defeated in the First World War but had been betrayed by weak politicians who took power after the Kaiser’s abdication. These politicians became known as the November Criminals. This idea was false, but it created problems for the new German government. Nationalist politicians, such as Hitler, used the myth to attack the Weimar Republic.






[image: ]


Source A Kaiser Wilhelm II writing about the ‘Stab in the Back Myth’ in his memoirs in 1922


For thirty years, the army was my pride. For it I lived, upon it I laboured, and now, after four and a half brilliant years of war with unprecedented victories, it was forced to collapse by the stab in the back from the dagger of the revolutionist, at the very moment when peace was within reach.
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Apply Exam Practice


Question 1 style


Give two things you can infer from Source A about Kaiser Wilhelm’s view on Germany’s defeat in the First World War.


(4 marks)








	What can you infer?

	Evidence from the source to support this
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Exam Tip


Making inferences from a source (Question 1)


You will be asked to make two inferences from a source. To do this successfully, you must look beyond what you can see or what is written in the source and think about what this information suggests. You are looking for what is not shown or said in the source. In your exam, it is important that you use only the source, not your own knowledge. For example, when answering this question:




	
•  In the source you are told that the Kaiser refers to ‘unprecedented victories in the war’.


	
•  From this, one thing that we can infer is that the Kaiser did not believe the army was to blame for Germany losing the First World War.
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Germany’s problems


The legacy of the First World War was immense and left a challenging situation for Germany at the end of the war.
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Inflation was high in Germany. This meant the price of goods was increasing quickly. People could not afford goods because wages were not increasing.
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There was a huge increase in the number of strikes since the autumn of 1918. In 1919, around 34 million working days were lost to strikes.
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1.5 million soldiers had to leave the military and return home. Many soldiers had been injured or wounded in the First World War and would need to be looked after.
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Ever since the winters of 1916 and 1917 there had been huge shortages of food and fuel in Germany. This caused hardship, especially in the cities, with thousands of people starving to death.
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German Communists had been inspired by the events of the Communist Revolution of 1917 in Russia. They wanted an armed revolution in Germany.
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The Allies kept the blockade of Germany’s coastline even after the Armistice of November 1918. This led to further shortages. The blockade did not end until June 1919.
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There was a flu epidemic. The ‘Spanish flu’ killed as many as 260,000 people in Germany.
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There was a growing number of military-style groups, many of which were formed from ex-soldiers. These were called the Freikorps. They were all anti-communist. Many of them were right-wing and hostile to the new German government. They were angry about Germany’s defeat in the First World War and believed in the Stab in the Back Myth – the idea Germany had not been properly defeated.
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The Armistice of 11 November 1918 was just an agreement to stop fighting. Germany still had to negotiate a peace treaty to end the First World War. Many in Germany were nervous about the effects of a peace treaty on Germany.
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It also had to come up with a constitution. A constitution is a system of rules which sets out how a country should be run.
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The situation in Berlin was very tense with violence and disorder. Fighting on the streets meant that the new German government had to move to the town of Weimar in central Germany in order to begin to solve Germany’s problems.
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The mutiny of sailors at Kiel on 3 November 1918. This was an important event within the German Revolution.

















1.3 The new Weimar Constitution
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Research & Record


What were the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution?


Use pages 14–15 to complete your own copy of a table like this. Record the strengths and weaknesses of the Weimar Constitution.








	Strengths

	Weaknesses










	 

	 









[image: ]












[image: ]


The Weimar Republic was called a Republic because it had no monarch. It was named after a town in central Germany called Weimar where the government was based between February and August 1919.


One of the first tasks was to make a constitution for the new government. A draft was made by February 1919 and the final constitution was completed and agreed in August 1919.
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The first elections


The new Weimar government held elections for the German Parliament (Reichstag) in January 1919. The results in the table below show how many different political parties there were. Each party had different ideas on how to solve Germany’s problems.








	Political party

	Number of seats in the Reichstag











	Social Democratic Party (SPD)

	165






	German Democratic Part (DDP)

	  75






	Centre Party (ZP)

	  91






	German National People’s Party (DNVP)

	  44






	Independent Social Democratic Party of Germany (USPD)

	  22






	Bavarian People’s Party (BVP)

	  20






	German People’s Party (DVP)

	  19






	Others

	    7









Results of the January 1919 elections for the Reichstag
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The Reichstag is the German Parliament. The words ‘Dem Deutschen Volke’ mean ‘To the German people’














The Weimar Constitution


The Weimar Constitution began a new era for Germany. Germany became one of the most democratic countries in the world. Men and women could both vote from the age of 20. All Germans had equal rights, free speech and freedom of religion. The head of the government was known as the Chancellor and had to have the support of the Reichstag (German Parliament). Voting was done by proportional representation. This is a voting system which means political parties get seats in a parliament directly according to how many votes they got. This was really fair. Under the Weimar Constitution, a political party that got 20 per cent of votes got roughly 20 per cent of seats in the Reichstag.
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Source B From a speech of the new Constituent Assembly by Hugo Preuss, head of the Commission that drew up the Weimar Constitution in 1919. Here, he is talking about the new constitution.


I have often listened to the debates with real concern, glancing timidly to the gentlemen of the Right, fearful lest they say to me: ‘Do you hope to give a parliamentary system to a nation like this, one that resists it with every sinew in its body?’ One finds suspicion everywhere; Germans cannot shake off their old timidity and their deference to the authoritarian state.
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Engaging with Pearson Edexcel GCSE (9-1) History:
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939: Boost eBook

Boost eBooks are interactive, accessible and flexible. They use the
latest research and technology to provide the very best experience for
students and teachers.

@ Personalise. Easily navigate the eBook with search, zoom and an
image gallery. Make it your own with notes, bookmarks and highlights.

® Revise. Select key facts and definitions in the text and save them as
flash cards for revision.

Listen. Use text-to-speech to make the content more accessible to
students and to improve comprehension and pronunciation.

Switch. Seamlessly move between the printed view for front-of-class
teaching and the interactive view for independent studly.

Download. Access the eBook offline on any device - in school, at
home or on the move — with the Boost eBooks app (available on
Android and i0S)

To subscribe or register for a free trial, visit
hoddereducation.com/engaging-edexcel
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Research & Record

This gets your leaming
into your head in the
first place and into
your notebooks. It will
start you thinking in
away that will help
you produce good
answers to the exam
questions.

Each research question reflects an issue
that examiners will expect you to be an
expert on. Complete these tasks, which
build an answer to each research question,
carefully and neatly because they will
become your revision notes. Many tasks
use tables. Give yourself room —each table
should have its own page in your books.

Summarise

This turns your leamning
into a memorable
form. Sometimes we
guide you to do this, but
mostly it is up to you.

Memory aids are different from your
research notes. They use images or
diagrams but few words. Most people
remember better if something is
summarised with both text and visuals.

Connect & Engage

These tasks make you form connections between what you have
already learned and what you are about to learn.

Apply @ Recall Challenge

Prepare yourself
for exams by
testing yourself | much you can remember. They identify your

Quizzes, games and competitions test how

on what you
have learned.

weak spots where you need to spend more time.

Apply @ Exam Practice

continue to
prepare for

the exam by
answering exam-
style questions
with our Exam
Tips to guide you.

our practice questions are like the questions
you will be asked in the exam, although none
come from actual past papers. You can get
real papers from your teacher or the EdExcel
website. There are Exam Tips for each
question type so you know how to approach it.

We regularly review the big ideas and concepts. We also
encourage you to review your own learning.

If you have gaps in your
knowledge, go back to
your research notes and
the relevant section of
this book and make sure
that you add anything
that is missing so you
have covered all the key
topics in enough detalil.

If you cannot remember\ &
some of the content you
have covered, go back to
your research notes and
improve or recreate your
memory aid.

Ifyou did not H
understand how to
approach an exam
question, go back to

the Exam Tips in this

book and re-read them,
checking that you fully
understand what is
required in a good answer
to that type of question.

Take responsibility H
Review your own learning.
What areas did you do well
on? What areas do you

need to improve?
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Germany was facing a war

on two fronts in the west and
the east.

How did the First World War
impact on Germany?

The Briish blockade made
life more difficult as it was
harder for supplies to come

into Germany, leading to
food shortages.






