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“Everybody has a secret world inside of them.
I mean everybody . . . no matter how dull
and boring they are on the outside. Inside them they’ve all got unimaginable, magnificent,
wonderful, stupid, amazing worlds.”


—Neil Gaiman, A Game of You
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For my persevering Capricorn mom
and my tenacious Aquarius dad.





















INTRODUCTION


“As above, so below.” You’ve probably heard this saying before, maybe from a hippie auntie, a liberal arts major trying to show off how deep they are, or a friend who recently discovered Wicca. The saying, although often uttered in a whimsical tone, is meant to describe how our external world is very much influenced by the internal world. It is an ancient principle that is almost two thousand years old, although the idea of it is much more primordial and lingers within us when we are alone in the middle of the night. The origins of this principle don’t really matter. When used with actual intention, the principle can shape our understanding of ourselves and our world. And, most importantly, it’s our gateway into astrology. It means that whatever is happening to us is also reflected all around us. What is happening with the stars and the heavens is reflected back down to earth.
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Crop tops; potato-topped Korean corn dogs; watercolor eye shadow; contouring; and any trend that sparks on Twitter, TikTok, or Instagram—same thing, believe it or not. We see them and give them a like or whatever, but their reach doesn’t end with just our initial reaction: they affect us and the people around us. Trends going on around us reflect the current climate of the population. The type of artist we gravitate toward reflects our psyche. The macro is a reflection of the micro, and we are all just an echo of something or someone else’s influence.
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But don’t worry, that doesn’t mean you don’t have any autonomy or a will of your own. Necessarily. It just means all of us are affected by everything and everyone that touches our reality. Like Oscar Wilde said, “Most people are other people, their thoughts are someone else’s opinions, their lives a mimicry.” And if you’re offended, slow down. It isn’t wrong to want a safe and vanilla life. It isn’t a bad thing to be easily influenced by whatever wave of culture is going right now—to only listen to Top 40. To live in a bubble of safety and comfort. Unfortunately, life has never been safe and sound. If you are someone like me, who wasn’t born with much privilege in your favor, or you are someone who is looking for more ways to take advantage of life, you might want to look to a Higher Power to make sense of everything going on in the world. And that’s fine.


Like the psychologist Carl Jung hypothesized, every religion comes from the same source, the collective unconscious. The collective unconscious represents our unified understanding of symbols and meaning, something Jung believed was innate to our individual psyches. This is why even cultures that are far apart from one another can share a basic understanding that the moon is tied to femininity, emotions, and cycles. It is why people understand that when the moon is full, people’s most wild emotions, and even madness, come to the surface. It is why different systems of divination like tarot, Lenormand, scrying, tea leaf reading, and more can all bring you answers from the collective unconscious. But there is a different system that can add meaning to your days, and astrology is part of that system: an interconnected web that moves us and the events around us. And if you’re reading this book, maybe you don’t want a cookie-cutter life. Maybe you want to grab a surfboard, stay above the water, and navigate the waves of culture and influence going on in the world. But honestly, you need to listen to the weather report to anticipate the climate. This book is an opportunity for you to tune in and make an educated guess about whether rain is coming. If you’re headed to the beach, buckle up—the following chapters will give you an idea of what’s coming in your life; what you do with that information is up to you.


Astrology is the cosmic study of the movements and conversations the celestial bodies have with one another. Whatever the stars do, wherever they are, and whoever they come in contact with, the energy is mirrored back at us both personally and in the public consciousness. And if that definition makes you yawn, remember: astrology is also an ultimate weapon that can help you destroy your enemies, get laid, and dismantle the psychic monsters of this world. It’s a way of seeing the universe, an occult tool for guessing the future, and it’s also a way to start a conversation with someone you met at a bar. It’s all of these things; but in order for you to have a holistic comprehension of it and also learn what a deep resource it can be for existential understanding, try to listen to the explanation in the next paragraph.


The first astrologers were farmers who took note of the moons and the stars. They were able to predict the weather, tell time, and anticipate the change in the air based on their observations. A little farther into the future, and each phase of the moon began to gain more artistic and esoteric meaning. The sun, which started as a simple way to anticipate physical changes in the environment, became a symbol of our consciousness. The moon, which was originally just a time-keeping tool, became a symbol of our inner emotional world. Obviously, we are going to skip over almost the entire history of astrology, but this progression is the most important thing you need to know about the ways in which humans have interacted with astrological thought. Now I’m going to tell you about the basics of astrology, because if you are reading this book, you want to know how you can use astrology to take advantage of your life.


I believe that astrology is a tool not of faith, but of free will. A tool to help enlightened individuals. So many billionaires, gays, and teenagers are into astrology in the twenty-first century. This is because they, too—like the farmers before them—see patterns and synchronicities that unfold through celestial movements. They understand that there are psychic undercurrents that connect and affect us all. They also like memes and enjoy justifying their actions based on their Sun and Moon signs, and/or whether Mercury is in retrograde. Which is valid, although obviously if you take the time to dig into the qualities of your Sun and Moon signs, and the actual machinations of Mercury retrograde, you’ll know a lot more about this world.


Take Mercury retrograde, for example: it’s a buzz word, but it also describes a complex astrological event. And even if you don’t know everything about it, you can feel it if you’re sensitive to what’s going on in your environment. It takes someone with a sensitivity to the world around them to see that when Mercury goes retrograde, the whole world seems to be falling apart. If they look closer, they may see ghosts from their past coming back all at once: and if you learn about Mercury retrograde, you’ll begin to understand that it is a period of time that’s perfect for rethinking the choices you have made in your life. Some people—I, for example, am one of them—are self-aware enough to see that they attract the same type of person, but not smart enough to understand why—or to grow from it. But through astrology, you can gain the language to understand your love language and make more thoughtful choices.


You want to know where your soul truth lies? How to take advantage of your work life? How to have everyone in the room fall in love with your presence? When you might fall in love? Or just how to gain the respect of your enemies? Astrology has so many of the answers you might need—or at the least the information to give you a psychic, conscious understanding of how life works—to get you a step ahead in this world.
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A NOTE FROM THE
DIRTBAG ASTROLOGER


As you begin reading this book, you may be asking: Why Sun and Moon only? No rising signs? No transits? Where are all the planets?! And houses?! And to that, I say, Please slow your roll. This is just the barest hint of wisdom from your friendly neighborhood astrologer, meant to get your appetite going for a more comprehensive banquet. Which is to say: Sun signs are the core of who we are. Moon signs are the squishy emotional underbelly. And this handbook should give you an initial way to get to know yourself, your Tinder date, your sister, your mom, your shittiest boss. I hope you enjoy, and I hope this gives you what you need so you can get to know the people around you in a more comprehensive way—horrifying details and all.
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WHEN WE LOOK AT ASTROLOGY AS A TOOL to learn more about ourselves, we must first look at our natal chart, also called the birth or star chart. The Sun is perhaps our most important planetary body. And in astrology, it’s the star of the show—the symbol of life, happiness, hope, and inspiration. When we look at our horoscope, we usually look at our Sun sign, the sign the Sun was in when we were born, whether we understand anything about our birth chart or not. And if you do have some background and learn how to read your natal chart or anything in more depth, forget the esoteric history of it all. To get straight to the point, we find our soul in the Sun. It shows us our sense of self, our core personality, what we will strive to become.
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Sun signs, as noted above, are the core of our personality. Yes, it’s totally fine to identify with being a Leo, a Gemini, or whatever. You may not know anything about your astrological truth, but that is fine—and it’s a pretty good start. Gather your astrology-related memes and pull up a chair. We’re going to start with a little background about the Sun, so you’ll know at least a tiny bit before we dig into the twelve zodiac signs. Or at least feel justified in assuming an air of authority when you tell someone they’re “such an Aries.”


Of course, in astrology we don’t call the Sun a planet—it is a luminary. If we look at the astrological glyph of the Sun, [image: ], we see a circle with a dot in the middle. The circle represents the universe, every atom, every bird, every cloud, every living being, every rock, every bit of stardust that exists, every bit of stardust that has ever existed, it has no end or beginning; it is the void of endless possibilities and pure inspiration. The dot in the middle of the glyph represents the manifestation, the unknown, the life that has sprouted from the universe; it is where ideas are born and the culmination of where new individuals are born. It’s a beautiful and simple representation of how we sprouted from nothing into the people we are today, as well as how we are also a culmination of everything that is around us, the appreciation that we are all part of something bigger.


So, yes, you’re a special and beautiful snowflake. Just like the Sun is the center of our universe, the Sun in our own astrological chart is the center of our own personal universe. Every other celestial body draws its energy and adds to it. But though we are all special and unique in our own perception, astrology also teaches us to have an outlook where we are all not too different from one another. Yup, sorry—we are all much more alike than we like to think. When you were born, there were ten thousand other people who were born at the exact same time as you, perhaps in a country on the other side of the world or just a town over; and although it may change the need for those planets, their essences are the same as yours. But don’t freak out: although you may share the same birthday or the same Sun sign as someone else, there are other factors that make you different from someone born a day after or even a few minutes before you. Whether you feel attached to your Sun sign or not, you and everyone born under the same sign share a basic soul truth. For example: all Sagittarians are searching for a spiritual truth, Capricorns are building on a legacy, and Geminis are all students of life. Cancers are unpacking their mommy issues, Leos are trying hard to be the center of the universe, and Libras are trying to figure out how to have the perfect relationship.


So, if you’re ever looking for the answer to what will give your life meaning, you should look at your Sun sign to contrast the path your life has taken with the soul journey that your zodiac sign expresses. We eventually grow into our Sun sign, as we find our own individuality and accept the structure and direction that it gives us, or we stay away from it, trying to find something new that will make us feel whole. Either way, I like to think we eventually find our meaning and purpose. Some of us will take a longer time figuring it out—or we can simply read the next section of this book and sign up willingly for whatever reason-for-being your Sun sign is all about.
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ARCHETYPE: The baby, the one who keeps it real, the hothead


MODALITY: Cardinal


ELEMENT: Fire


HOUSE: 1st (physicality, conscious thought, personality and presentation)


ANATOMY: Head, eyes, face


RULER: Mars


ESOTERIC RULER: Mercury


QUOTE: “Life is too short to ask for forgiveness.”








In the beginning, the universe started off as nothing but a vast space of emptiness—just like my brain when I had to sit down and write a school report, or days in the summer when I had nothing to do but stare at the ceiling or a blank piece of paper. Then suddenly there was a word, a bang, chaos. A spark of inspiration came and turned that blank piece of paper into a painting, motivation came and got me typing away, and my boring summer day got interrupted by a Tinder match asking me out on a date. Aries is that: the energy that ignites the universe.


When we look at astrology, we have to view it as a story. Aries is the beginning, the baby, the first. Yet in some ways every beginning marks the end of something. A blank piece of paper is just that until you push a pen across it.


Aries is the first move. Aries is an explosion. Fireworks are nothing and do nothing until a spark lights the fuse and causes it to illuminate the dark and empty night sky. But, all that poetry aside, there is no real meaning to fireworks. They’re just instant gratification—things that light up and go boom. Aries is the same thing: all about the moment.


In astrology, each planet captures an energy of the human experience. For example, the emotion of rage and passion: it’s an energy that is captured by the planet Mars. Yet not everyone channels those emotions the same way, and that’s when we start looking into what sign the planets are in to see how those emotions will be channeled. With how distinct the personalities of each sign are, the planets’ energy either flows easily or has trouble being in their own energy. For example: the planet Venus hates being in Scorpio because the planet isn’t about deep emotions or transformation. Venus is a planet of beauty, money, and love. This planet is trying to have an easy time and enjoy the luxuries of life; she’s not trying to be intense or deep. Mars hates being in Libra because it doesn’t want to think about finding a middle ground; you are in the midst of a war. As for the Sun, it loves being in Aries.


The Sun in astrology is all about the self, soul, ego, the father. It is the “I am” planet, and Aries is the literal embodiment of “I am.” Aries doesn’t like answering to other people. They don’t like other people getting more attention than they do. You think Leos are narcissistic? Well, you haven’t met Aries. Leo’s vanity is harmless. Leo overthinks things and obsesses about themselves through the culture and the people in their immediate community—they’re endlessly fixated on how others see them. Aries, on the other hand, views life through their own perspective first and foremost. Everything is about them. Just like other Fire signs, they are mythomaniacs. These people are obsessed with curating and keeping up with the mythos they came up with in their head—think Mariah Carey. These people view themselves as the center of their own show and will pounce on you the minute you disrupt their perception.


With Aries being the first sign, they are also the baby of the Zodiac. So, like a baby, Aries is naturally self-centered, lively, energetic, unapologetic, a ball of passion. Aries pukes, cries, and otherwise lets loose liberally and without self-consciousness. One of the most redeeming qualities they possess is that they view and treat the world like it is the “first time.” When they fall in love, they treat it like it’s the first time. When they talk to a new person, they treat the experience like it’s fascinating and revelatory—like this is the first person they have ever talked to. They are forever young and full of energy and can be magnetic and fascinating. But, like a baby, small child, or untrained dog, they can also be infuriating.


Aries is a cardinal sign, which is all about action and initiation. Ruled by Mars, a planet of action and aggression, Aries is known for being reckless, fearless, and action oriented. They tend not to think twice before they engage. As a sign ruled by the element of Fire, which is aligned with passion and inspiration, they tend to start things and never finish them. Going on a spontaneous date the same day they started talking with someone? They would absolutely go for it but might not go for a second date. Hook up with people they meet at a party? They have no moral qualms about it but will kick them out immediately after hooking up. They will gladly tell you they’re in love first and start bailing out once the excitement is over. Haunted houses? They will gladly go to investigate it to see if the rumors are true, bailing out twelve seconds after going in. Aries is a sign that follows the passion but isn’t the most reliable to keep the fire lasting; that’s the job of a Leo. Aries likes to march to the beat of their own drum, but they don’t know where that sound is going to take them. Also, they have no regard for whether you are trying to work during that drum practice, and if you try to stop them from playing, they will absolutely freak out.


Aries has been stealing hearts since they were born, but getting their heart stolen is another story entirely. Because Aries is so “me!” oriented, you have to make a bold first impression to get their interest. Naturally competitive and ready for a fight, they like people who will be a challenge to pursue or those who are very direct. To get their attention, you might as well be a real jerk: be a show-off and throw your best self at them, or they might not be interested. Give them your best joke, tell them how pretty they are, and don’t be afraid to give them flowers—just don’t send them an anonymous love letter. Subtlety’s not really their thing. If you have a crush on them and you ever feel lost about their intentions, there is a real chance they are not interested or just can’t take a hint. Aries is not the type of person who likes to play games, so they will always let you know how they feel right away. If by any chance they do tell you they aren’t interested, stand tall and let them know the treasure that you are. Aries will fall for someone with an ego bigger than their own—so that’s a good last-ditch effort or at least a way to make them want you while you walk away.
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