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Introduction



Whether your backyard is the size of a “postage stamp” or “the back 40,” wildflowers can enhance its beauty and add to your enjoyment. This bulletin describes how to grow meadow wildflowers that like plenty of sun and can fill either large or small yards with a seasonal procession of colors. You may desire to convert a portion of the lawn to which you have been enslaved into a beautiful natural landscape. Wildflower meadows cost less than lawns to maintain, and consume much less water, gasoline, fertilizer, and time. On the other hand, you may wish to introduce some native species into existing gardens to supplement your familiar border and bedding plants. In either case, wildflowers can be established with modest investments of time in planning, preparation, properly selected seeds, and patience.


In addition to providing low-maintenance landscaping, wild-flowers are extremely versatile. If portions of your yard are too dry or too wet for the usual lawn grasses, certain wildflowers mixed with native grasses may be a beautiful solution to the problem. Many of the species in this bulletin (such as black-eyed Susan, butterfly weed, and purple coneflower) will attract butterflies to your garden. Scarlet sage and standing cypress, with their bright red flowers, are pollinated by hummingbirds. These species and others (such as gayfeather, blanketflower, and wild bergamot) make excellent cut flowers as well.





Selecting Wildflowers



The wildflowers I suggest you consider have been selected because they are native to North America, reasonably easy to grow, and are well behaved once established. Although some of these wildflowers are native only to a specific region, all of them can be grown over a wide range of environmental conditions in other regions as well. There are many other species that could easily be added to your backyard and you might want to consult A Garden of Wildflowers, The Wildflower Gardener’s Guide, or other references listed on page 29 for further suggestions.
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