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About the Author


Prolific and much-loved author of Ballet Shoes, among many other books, Noel Streatfeild was born in 1895, a daughter of the Bishop of Lewes and a great-granddaughter of the prison reformer Elizabeth Fry. After a rebellious childhood, she worked in a wartime munitions factory before going to RADA and becoming an actress for ten years. Her first six novels were for adults, but she was persuaded to re-work The Whicharts (1931) as a novel for children, and wrote many more after that. Streatfeild, who never married, led a busy London literary life and, by the time she died in 1986, had written over eighty books as well as three volumes of autobiography.
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About the Book


A treasury of inspiration for every September baby . . .


Find out why you might give your September baby a name to do with hunting or home, what is meant by a gift of a bunch of agrimony and mallow, and who your baby shares their birthday with – could it be Elizabeth I, George Gershwin or Euripides?


Much-loved author Noel Streatfeild originally launched this series of month-by-month baby books in 1959. Recently rediscovered, each little book arrives complete with gorgeous illustrations, and includes:


- suggested names and games for babies born in each month


- characteristics of your baby according to their zodiac sign


- famous babies who share your baby’s birthday


- quotations and rhymes to fit every aspect of babyhood . . . and much more.


With a lively introduction by Noel Streatfeild, each adorable book in this series is a pleasure to read, and an object to treasure.









This book contains examples of historical cures and home remedies. These are included for historical interest only and should not be followed. If your child is unwell, consult a doctor or other medical professional. Neither the author nor the publisher accept any liability for any loss or damage caused by the application of any of the information or suggestions in this book.
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SEPTEMBER is the golden month: golden fields of corn, vivid yellow flowers in the hedgerows, and by the end of the month the first leaves on the trees are turning gold. A lovely month in which to be born. What a ringing of telephones and a writing of letters your September baby has caused, and now the moment has arrived when you are to be allowed visitors, and the question is being asked, ‘What present shall I bring her?’


It is likely the September baby and its mother will be given presents bought during holidays. As relatives and friends gather round, their complexions varying from beetroot to that strange chrome shade that disastrously follows tan, parcels from far away places should cover the bed. It is to be hoped they are all delightful, but this is unlikely, for as we all know what seemed to be a perfect present in that dear little shop in Austria, or bought from that fascinating man in Istanbul, seldom looks so well chosen when unpacked back home. That scent especially blended, which smelt divine at the time of purchase, reaches England with a manure under-smell, and that cute baby’s bonnet which you spent so much on, you can feel in your bones the September baby will never be allowed to wear. And, oh dear, those carved animals were definitely a mistake, and so was that weird bottle of Greek liquor.


[image: image]


[image: image]


[image: image]


Gifts from away apart, September is an awkward month for presents. Apart from the fact that holidays have left everybody flat broke, the ordinary presents are difficult. September is not a good month for flowers, except for chrysanthemums and michaelmas daisies, and it is aggravating to have spent more than can easily be spared on a dozen perfect chrysanthemums, only to find the room or ward already bursting with other dozens of the same shade and perfection.


Bedjackets make nice presents, and September is a good month to give them, for so often a little something extra to slip on is wanted when the evenings are drawing in, and it is not yet late enough in the year for fires. And of course nothing can be more perfect as a present than an outfit for baby, but which of us is strong-minded enough to keep such gifts until the baby has arrived? The temptation is so great to post them on the day we finished making them.
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