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How to use this book


Introduction


This book covers the subject content of Unit 1: Religion and Philosophical Themes through the perspective of Christianity, Buddhism, Islam and Judaism, for the new WJEC GCSE Religious Studies qualification.


The book is set out in the order of the WJEC specification to help students and teachers work through any course of study in specification order.


The book includes information on all of the key concepts and detailed content for each part of the specification.


What is the assessment structure?


The assessment structure for the GCSE Religious Studies qualification requires students to complete two examination papers; one for Unit 1 Religion and Philosophical Themes and one for Unit 2 Religion and Ethical Themes.


The content below covers Unit 1 only. Unit 2 will be covered in a separate book to be published in March 2018.


Part A


Part A is the study of core beliefs and teachings of two religions.


For the first section of Part A students must study either Christianity OR Catholic Christianity. Only Christianity is covered in this title.


For the second section of Part A students must study a second world religion, we are only covering Buddhism, Islam and Judaism in this book.


The length of the examination paper for this unit is two hours.


Part B


Part B is the study of two philosophical themes:





•  Life and death



•  Good and evil





These must be studied through the perspective of Christianity (or Catholic Christianity though that is not covered in this title) and one other world religion, which should be the same as the second world religion you studied for Part A.


Assessment objectives


In each component there are different types of questions on the examination paper to assess the two different assessment objectives. The assessment objectives are referred to as A01 and A02 in the specification.


The two different assessment objectives test different dimensions of your religious knowledge and understanding.


In the GCSE examinations, each assessment objective is worth 50 per cent of the total mark.


Assessment objective 1


You need to demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief*, including:





•  belief, practices and sources of authority



•  the influence on individuals, communities and societies



•  similarities and differences within and/or between religions and belief.





The form of questions for this assessment objective will vary but common rubric instructions for this assessment objective are:





•  What is meant by …?



•  Describe …



•  Explain …





Assessment objective 2


You need to analyse and evaluate aspects of religion and belief*, including their significance and influence.


The form of question for this assessment objective will provide you with a statement followed by the rubric instruction:


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer.)


Answering the questions


It is important to know the structure of the exam paper and the type of questions that will be asked.


For all exam questions consider two questions:





•  How many marks are awarded for the question? This will help you consider how much time should be spent on your answer and the depth of your answer.



•  What is the question asking you to do? No question will ever ask you to write all that you know! What are the most important words in the question? Remember you can highlight them to help you focus on what the question is asking.





It is important to remember that there are four types of questions. The space in your exam booklet will give you an idea of how much to write though there is no requirement to fill all of the lines. It is also important to look at the marking grids so you can see what is required for each of the mark bands.



Question (a) – AO1





•  1 mark for each relevant point made (one point can be an example).



•  2 marks for either two separate points or one point which is developed/explained/elaborated.





These are always the first question in each unit. They ask you to state what the key concept means. Your responses can include an example.


Throughout the book you will find examples of the definitions of all the key concepts. There are 12 key concepts for the Part A and 8 key concepts for the Part B.


Remember there are only two marks available for these questions so it important you are able to give an accurate definition which is to the point.


Question (b) – AO1


In these questions you will be expected to describe a particular religious teaching, belief, idea, practice, place, event or view. There is a maximum of five marks for this type of question. To gain full marks you should be able to show your knowledge using appropriate religious terms and any relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.






	Band

	Band Descriptor

	Mark total






	3

	An excellent, coherent description showing awareness and insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of appropriate religious/specialist language and terms and, where relevant, sources of wisdom and authority, extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	4–5






	2

	A good, generally accurate answer showing knowledge and understanding of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority generally accurately.



	2–3






	1

	A limited statement of information about the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language and terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way.



	1






	0

	No relevant information provided.

	0








Question (c) – AO1


These questions expect you to ‘explain’ a religious teaching, belief, idea, practice, event or view in the religions you have studied. There is a maximum of eight marks for this type of question. You need to use appropriate religious terms and relevant sources of wisdom or sacred texts.


In the Part B (Religion and Philosophical Themes), you will be required to consider two religious perspectives for the (c) questions. The two perspectives must come from Christianity and the other religion you are studying in Part A.






	Band

	Band Descriptor

	Mark total






	4

	An excellent, highly detailed explanation showing awareness and insight into the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately and appropriately.



	7–8






	3

	A very good, explanation showing awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses a range of religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately and appropriately.



	5–6






	2

	A satisfactory explanation showing some awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy



	3–4






	1

	A limited explanation showing little awareness of the religious idea, belief, practice, teaching or concept.

Uses religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority in a limited way and with little accuracy.



	1–2






	0

	No relevant information provided.

	0







Question (d) – AO2


These are very important questions as they are worth 15 marks. The question requires you to read and understand a statement and then:


Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to religion and belief in your answer) (15)


Responses must analyse, evaluate, offer different and/or alternative views and reach well supported judgements.


Life and Death (d) question must include non-religious beliefs. Non-religious beliefs can be included (but don’t have to be) in any appropriate (d) question that lends itself to a non-religious response.


Throughout the book there are tasks which will help you develop skills needed for the examination:





•  Using religious and sacred text references.



•  Using religious language and terms.



•  Showing the diversity of beliefs and practices within a religious tradition.





Question 1(d), 2(d) and 4(d)






	Band

	Band Descriptor

	Mark Total






	4

	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.



	12–15






	3

	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on thorough and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.

	8-11






	2

	A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.

	4-7






	1

	A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different and/or alternative viewpoints. Poor use or no use of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1-3






	0

	No relevant point of view stated.

	0







Question 1(d) will also have 6 marks available for spelling, punctuation and the accurate use of grammar.



Question 3(d) – Life and death theme






	Band

	Band Descriptor

	Mark Total






	4

	An excellent, highly detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on comprehensive and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning.

An excellent, highly detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists.


Clear and well supported judgements are formulated and a comprehensive range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered.


Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority extensively, accurately, appropriately and in detail.



	12–15






	4

	A very good, detailed analysis and evaluation of the issue based on through and accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. A very good, detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. Judgements are formulated with support and a balanced range of different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets religious/specialist language, terms and sources of wisdom and authority accurately, appropriately and in detail.

	8-11






	3

	A satisfactory analysis and evaluation of the issue based on some accurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and moral reasoning. A satisfactory, reasonably detailed consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. Some judgements are formulated and some different and/or alternative viewpoints are considered. Uses and interprets some religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority with some accuracy.

	4-7






	2

	A weak analysis and evaluation of the issue, based on limited and/or inaccurate knowledge of religion, religious teaching and/or moral reasoning. A very basic consideration or no consideration of non-religious beliefs, such as those held by humanists and atheists. A limited and/or poor attempt or no attempt to formulate judgements or offer different and/or alternative viewpoints. Poor use or no use, of religious/specialist language, terms and/or sources of wisdom and authority.

	1-3






	0

	No relevant point of view stated.

	0







Additional note


The complete WJEC specification is available on the WJEC website.


There are a variety of digital resources and other materials to support the teaching of this specification on the WJEC website.


Further information may be found in the specification content about alternative routes through the specification based on the study of other world faiths (Catholic Christianity, Hinduism, Sikhism) not included in this textbook.


*The term ‘belief’ includes religious and non-religious belief as appropriate to the subject content requirements.





Christianity
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Key Concepts


Agape Selfless, sacrificial, unconditional love. Christianity holds agape to be the highest types of love, epitomised by Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross for the salvation of humanity and in teachings such as ‘Love your neighbour’.


Atonement The belief that Jesus’ Death and Resurrection healed the rift between humans and God, thereby opening the way for God and people to be ‘at one’ again.


Divine command theory The belief that something is right because God commands it.


Holy Spirit One of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send the Holy Spirit after his Crucifixion and Resurrection. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present as the power of God at work in the world.


Incarnation ‘Made flesh’ – the Christian belief that God became man in the person of Jesus, fully human and fully divine. God becoming human in the form of Jesus.


Inter-faith dialogue Different faith communities and groups coming together to better understand each other and to serve the wider community with a mutual respect that allows them to live peacefully alongside each other, in spite of differences in beliefs and ways of life.


Messiah The word means ‘the Anointed One’. The Messiah is the one believed to be sent by God to be humanity’s saviour. Christians believe this person to be Jesus.


Omnibenevolence The state of being all-loving and infinitely good – a characteristic often attributed to God.


Omnipotence The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.


Omniscience The all-knowing nature of God.


Resurrection The belief that Jesus rose from the dead on the third day from when he was crucified, thereby conquering death. It is commemorated annually on Easter Sunday.


Trinity The three persons of God: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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Core Questions
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What is God like?
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Did God create the universe?


[image: ]







[image: ]


What does it mean to say God created human beings ‘in his image’?
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What is Original Sin?
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How do we know what is right and wrong?
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What do Christians mean by ‘love’?
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Why are there so many different branches of Christianity?
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What do Christians do to improve life for people in 21st century Britain?
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How do Christians work with other Christians and people of different faiths?
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1 Christianity: Beliefs and teachings


God


Attributes of God


God the creator


The first words of the Christian Bible are ‘In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth’. This gives two pieces of information.





1  The universe was designed and made; it did not come about by accident.



2  God was the designer and maker of the universe.







[image: ]

The Bible teaches that God created the universe and everything in it.





From these two pieces of information, Christians believe they are able to draw conclusions about what God is like. For example, if God created the universe, it follows that God existed before the universe. The universe has a beginning; before that, there was nothing but God. God created everything, and nothing exists that was not created by him. So God is somehow separate from his creation: he is transcendent. This means that he is the Supreme Being – there is none greater and he has no equal (see Beliefs and teachings on creation from the Genesis accounts, pages 7–12).



God the sustainer


Christianity teaches that, having created the universe, God did not abandon it or leave it to its own devices, independent of him.


Christians recognise that the living world relies on God for its continued existence as well as its creation. God remains active in the universe, sustaining life as well as creating it.


The Bible teaches that everything in the universe depends on God. This dependence is absolute. If God ceased to exist, then the universe would cease to exist, too.


Christians often compare God’s role as sustainer to that of a parent. A parent brings children into the world, but does not leave them to their fate. A good parent will provide the basic necessities required for children to grow: food, clothing, shelter and, importantly, love.
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Christians think of God like a father.





As children develop, their needs become more complex, but parents still ensure they are met. They help their children to become independent, but, in reality, they are always there to provide support, guidance and assistance as long as they are able.


Christians refer to God as ‘Father’ to emphasise his role as sustainer. The Lord’s Prayer, the Christian prayer first recited by Jesus, starts with the words ‘Our Father’. It goes on to say, ‘Give us this day our daily bread.’ There are different ideas about what this means – it may refer literally to God’s provision of food, or more generally the necessities of life – but it indicates the Christian belief that God sustains life.
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Task


Look up the following Bible references. Use them to make a list of ways in which God is like a father to his creation.





•  Matthew 6.26



•  Matthew 18.12–14



•  Luke 6.35–36



•  John 16.27



•  1 John 3.1



•  1 Corinthians 8.6



•  Psalm 68.5



•  2 Corinthians 1.3–4
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Omnipotence
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Key Concept


Omnipotence The all-powerful, almighty and unlimited nature of God.
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The qualities of God start with the prefix omni-. This comes from a Latin word meaning all. So:





•  omnipotent means all powerful.



•  omnibenevolent means all good.



•  omniscient means all knowing.



•  omnipresent means all present.
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Christians believe that God is omnipotent. He has power over everything he has created, and his power is without limit.


In the Book of Job in the Old Testament of the Bible, a man called Elihu talks about God’s power. He says, for instance, that human beings rely on God for their existence, not the other way round:




If you sin, that does no harm to God. If you do wrong many times, does that affect him? Do you help God by being so righteous? There is nothing God needs from you.


(Job 35.6–7)





Elihu goes on to say that God’s power is so great that human beings cannot understand it:




At God’s command amazing things happen, wonderful things that we can’t understand.


(Job 37.5)
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What do you think is shown in this picture? Look up Isaiah 40.12. What does this say about God’s power?





Omnibenevolence
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Key Concept


Omnibenevolence The state of being all-loving and infinitely good – a characteristic often attributed to God.
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Christians believe that God is omnibenevolent. He is supremely good and loving.


According to the Bible, as God creates the universe, he declares his creation to be good at each stage. For example, after he has created the land and the sea, the sun and the stars, birds and fish, and land-dwelling animals, it says, ‘God saw all that he had made, and it was very good’ (Genesis 1.31).


Christians believe that, because his creation is good, God must be infinitely good. And because God created everyone to be equal, he is fair and just to everyone. Elihu says:




Is he not the One … who shows no partiality to princes and does not favour the rich over the poor, for they are all the work of his hands?


(Job 34.19)





Christianity teaches that God’s goodness shows itself in his love for human beings. Because of this, he is prepared to forgive people for their wrongdoings and sent his son, Jesus, to die as a sacrifice for human sin so that human beings could be saved.
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The problem of evil and suffering


Epicurus, an ancient Greek Philosopher, wrote the following about God and the idea of evil and suffering:




Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able? Then he is not omnipotent.


Is he able but not willing? Then he is malevolent.


Is he both able and willing? Then whence comes evil?


Is he neither able nor willing? Then why call him God?
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This quote sums up one of the key reasons many people give for not believing in God – how can there be suffering in the world if God is both all loving and all powerful? (See page 238 in Issues of good and evil.)
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Task


Read the quote by Epicurus. Explain why the existence of suffering may cause a problem for Christians.
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Why a loving God would allow innocent people to suffer is a major issue for religious people.





Omniscience


The Bible states:




He determines the number of the stars and calls them each by name. Great is our Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit.


(Psalm 147.4–5)
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Key Concept


Omniscience The all-knowing nature of God.
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This means that God knows everything there is to know because he created everything that exists.


For Christians, this knowledge includes knowledge of individual human beings. Psalm 139.1–4 says:




You have searched me, LORD, and you know me. You know when I sit and when I rise; you perceive my thoughts from afar. You discern my going out and my lying down; you are familiar with all my ways. Before a word is on my tongue you, LORD, know it completely.





Christians believe, therefore, that God has plans for each individual and a plan for the universe as a whole.


Some Christians believe that God’s omniscience means that he knows the future. Certainly, the Bible gives examples of God having a direct influence over future events. For example, Luke’s Gospel says that God sent an angel to Mary, the mother of Jesus, who tells her:




‘You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.’


(Luke 1.31–33)





Christianity teaches that God sent Jesus into the world knowing in advance that he would be killed.


For other Christians, the idea that God knows the future in perfect detail is at odds with the belief that human beings have free will to make their own decisions and actions about the future.


Omnipresence


The Christian belief in God’s omnipresence is the belief that God is not restricted by space or time. It is related to the idea that if God knows and understands all things (is omniscient), then he must be in a position to observe and influence all things. This does not mean that God is spread throughout the universe, but that he is naturally present in everything at all times.


Omnipresence is not concerned with God’s physical location. In any case, God does not have a physical form. Rather, omnipresence is a description of God’s relationship with his creation. When a person says, ‘I’ll always be there for you’, they are not talking about being present literally; they are saying that they are always available to provide support and guidance. Christians believe the same about God, except that his presence is infinite. In other words, he is omnipresent.
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Task


Copy and complete the table below, adding an explanation of the meaning of each of the qualities of God and a Bible quote to support each one.






	Quality

	Explanation

	Biblical quotation






	Omnipotent

	 

	 






	Omnibenevolent

	 

	 






	Omniscient

	 

	 






	Omnipresent
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Where can I go from your Spirit?


Where can I flee from your presence?


If I go up to the heavens, you are there;


if I make my bed in the depths, you are there.


If I rise on the wings of the dawn,


if I settle on the far side of the sea,


even there your hand will guide me,


your right hand will hold me fast.


(Psalm 139.7-10)
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Beliefs and teachings on creation



The story of the creation is set out in the first three chapters of the book of Genesis. Actually, these chapters contain two accounts that were originally separate.


The first account is contained in Chapter 1 and the first three-and-a-half verses of Chapter 2. This account describes:





•  the creation of the universe



•  the creation of the world



•  the creation of the things that exist in the world, including human beings.





The second account is older than the first. It describes:





•  the creation of the first human beings



•  the temptation of the first human beings to disobey God



•  their fall from God’s favour.





Genesis 1.1–3


The Book of Genesis starts with these words:




In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. And God said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light.





Genesis 1


The first (younger) account of creation provides an explanation of the creation of human beings and their importance relative to other created things. It describes how God puts the universe together over six days, resting from his work on the seventh day.


What does the story mean?


The story stresses that God is responsible for each stage of creation. The six stages unfold according to his plan. First, he creates environments: day and night, sea and sky, then dry land. Next, he creates those things that will inhabit those environments: sun, moon and stars, fish and birds, then animals and humans. The universe has order.


According to the Bible, God creates human beings ‘to be like himself’ (Genesis 1.27). It does not say in what ways humans are like God, but it suggests that they are important and share some of God’s characteristics (see page 12).


The story establishes the position of human beings in the world. They are to be its rulers. God tells them:




Have many children, so that your descendants will live all over the earth and bring it under their control. I am putting you in charge of the fish, the birds, and all the wild animals.


(Genesis 1.28)





So, humans are ‘in charge’ (dominion), but must ensure that the order God has created will be maintained (stewardship) (see page 166).
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Day 1 – God creates night and day:


He calls the light day, and darkness, night.
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Day 2 – God creates the sea and sky:


He makes the firmament (sky) and separates the waters that are under the firmament from the waters that are above it.
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Day 3 – God creates land and plants:


He moves the waters under the firmament to make room for land to appear. He makes plants that carry seeds to ensure reproduction.
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Day 4 – God creates the sun, moon and stars:


Having created day and night on Day 1, he now makes the sun shine in the daytime and the moon and stars to shine at night.
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Day 5 – God creates fish and the birds:


He makes fish to swim in the waters and birds to fly in the sky.
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Day 6 – God creates living creatures, including human beings:


He makes land animals first, then humans to have power over them.
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Day 7 – God rests:


On the seventh day God has completed his work. (This is described at the beginning of Genesis 2.)
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Interpretations of Genesis 1


Literalists


A minority of Christians believe that the Bible contains the actual words of God and is to be taken literally. These believers, known as creationists, hold that God, as a matter of fact, created the universe in six periods of 24 hours in the order described in Genesis 1. Creationists believe that the universe was created exactly as it is today, and that life on earth was created exactly as it is today. Some creationists believe that the universe was created within the last 10,000 years. They are known as young-earth creationists.


Old-earth creationists


Some Christians maintain that the Genesis 1 account is essentially true, but that the six ‘days’ should not be seen as 24-hour periods. Instead, they are longer durations of time – thousands or millions of years. These Christians, known as old-earth creationists, believe that God created the universe as described in Genesis in six long stages, not six days. This interpretation is sometimes called day-age creationism.


Liberals


Most Christians see Genesis 1 as a pre-scientific attempt to explain the origins of the universe. They would say that the actual process of creation is not important. Instead, the importance of the creation account lies in the facts that God created the universe, that every aspect of it depends on him for its existence, and that humanity is the pinnacle of his creation. The world, in particular, was created for human beings, and everything in it is subject to their control.
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Task


Is it possible for a Christian to believe in the scientific explanation of the birth and development of the universe while believing that the Bible is inspired by God? Give reasons for your answer.
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As far as the origin and development of the universe are concerned, liberal Christians take a post-scientific view. They recognise that the biblical story was based on pre-biblical narratives, given the information they had at the time. They therefore have no problem in believing scientific accounts of the Big Bang theory (see page 158).
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Are biblical creation stories consistent with the Big Bang theory?
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Tasks





1  Reproduce the table below, explaining the different interpretations of creation in Genesis.






	Attitude to the creation story

	Interpretation






	Young-earth creationists

	They believe that……
‘Day’ means ………..






	Old-earth creationists

	They believe that……
‘Day’ means ………..






	Liberals

	 








2  Why are there different interpretations of the Genesis account of creation?



3  Explain the four key beliefs about creation that most Christians agree on.



4  ‘How the universe came about has no religious significance.’ Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to Christianity in your answer.)
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Genesis 2 and 3


The older account of creation in Genesis is less concerned with the origin of the physical universe, and more with the creation of humanity and the development of the relationship between humans and God.


It describes:





•  the creation of the first human beings



•  the temptation of the first human beings to disobey God



•  their fall from God’s favour.
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Genesis 2





1  God creates the universe, including the earth. There are rivers and seas, but no rain, so no vegetation.



2  God creates the first man from the soil of the ground. He gives life to the man by breathing into him. The man is called Adam, which means ‘ground’ and came to mean ‘human’.



3  God creates a garden of plants and gives the man the responsibility of looking after them.



4  In the middle of the garden are two trees: the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil and the Tree of Life. God tells the man that he may not eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil.



5  God makes animals out of the soil as companions for the man.



6  God makes the first woman from a rib taken from the man while he is asleep. The woman is called Eve, which means ‘life’, since women bear new life.





At this point, the man and the woman are naked, but are not ashamed of their nakedness. This is because they have no idea of what is right and wrong.
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Genesis 3




  7  A snake tells the woman that they are not permitted to eat fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil because, if they do, they will understand the difference between right and wrong. This knowledge would make them like God. The woman says that if they eat the fruit, they will die; the snake refutes this.


  8  The woman eats fruit from the tree and gives some to the man to eat.


  9  The man and the woman now understand right and wrong. They now realise it is wrong to be naked in front of each other and cover their bodies.



10  When they hear God coming into the garden, the man and the woman hide. God finds them. Seeing that they have covered their nakedness, God knows that they understand good and evil, so must have eaten the forbidden fruit.



11  God punishes the snake by making all snakes crawl on their bellies and making them enemies of women.



12  God punishes the woman by increasing the pain of childbirth, but not lessening her desire to bear children.



13  God punishes the man by making him work the hard land for life in order to get food.



14  God banishes the man and woman from the garden, fearful that, if they stay, they will eat fruit from the Tree of Life and live forever.





[image: ]







[image: ]

Can you identify the events of Genesis 2 and 3 in this painting?






What does the story mean?


There are clear differences between this creation story and that presented in Genesis 1. Most obvious, perhaps, is the emphasis of the two accounts. Genesis 1 is concerned with the development of the universe; Genesis 2 and 3 are concerned with the origin of human life.


Most significant in this account is the deterioration in the relationship between God and human beings. When the man and woman are created, their relationship with their creator is perfect. They have done no wrong. In fact, they can do no wrong, because they do not know what wrong and evil are.


The relationship becomes contaminated when the man and woman break the trust God has put in them. This contamination and breach of trust is what Christians call sin. Adam and Eve eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil despite being told not to. As a result, they become aware of right and wrong. They know they have done wrong and feel guilt and shame as a consequence. They have lost their innocence.


This event is called the Fall. The sin that lies at its core is called Original Sin. Although Genesis does not use the words ‘Original Sin’, Christianity teaches that human beings are responsible for bringing sin into the world by choice. Breaking the bond of trust with God was a deliberate act of disobedience and has tainted human beings’ relationship with God ever since. Christianity teaches, then, that all humans are born with Original Sin; no one is morally innocent.


Another consequence of the Fall is that, by eating the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, man and woman become mortal: human beings are destined to die.
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Task


Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned.


(Romans 5.12)


Explain this quotation from the Bible with reference to Genesis 3.
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Interpretations of Genesis 2 and 3


Literalists


Those Christians who maintain that the Bible contains the actual words of God and is factually accurate tend to believe that Genesis 1–3 contains one continuous account of the creation of the universe, the world and human beings. They reject the idea that there are two separate stories. They would say that Genesis 1 gives a general account of the creation, while Chapters 2 and 3 give more detail about how human beings originated. They would emphasise the sinful nature of human beings since the Fall. Some would say that the story teaches not just that humans brought the possibility of sin into the world, but that it is now impossible for them not to sin.



Liberals


Christian liberals believe that the story of Adam and Eve should not be taken literally. They accept the scientific explanation of the development of human beings through the process of natural selection according to the theory of evolution (see page 159). They would say that God was at the start of the evolutionary process; indeed, that he created the process as a way of sustaining life on earth. This is called theistic evolution.


Liberals may be less likely than literalists to emphasise what the story of the Fall teaches about human sinfulness. They would look more to the passage in Genesis 1 that says:




God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.


(Genesis 1.27)
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Task


Explain what theistic evolution means.
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They would say that this indicates the closeness between God and his human creations and the human capacity to love and do good.


Liberals would agree with literalists, however, that God is at the heart of creation, that he is the source of life, and that the created universe and everything in it depend on God for its continued existence.
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Tasks


How might a Christian answer the following questions?





a)  Why did God not want Adam and Eve to eat the fruit of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?



b)  Why was Eve tempted to eat the fruit of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil?



c)  What was Adam and Eve’s sin?
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The nature of humanity


The accounts of the creation of the universe and of humanity in the Bible outline a view of human nature on which Christian teachings about the relationship between God and human beings are based.


The image of God




Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.’ So God created mankind in his own image in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them.’


(Genesis 1.26–27)





Several passages in the Bible repeat the statement first made in the book of Genesis that God created human beings ‘in his image’ or likeness (some Christians use the Latin words imago Dei instead of ‘in the image of God’). However, nowhere is it made clear exactly what this means. Very few Christians would suggest that it means that human beings look like God; rather that, in some way, they are like him.


What is clear is that human beings, out of all creation, are alone in being made in God’s image. This means that human beings are different from all of God’s other creations and have a higher place in the living universe than them. So understanding what being made in the image of God means entails looking at the qualities and characteristics that distinguish human beings from other living things.





•  Some Christian thinkers claim that the meaning of being in God’s likeness lies in the human ability to form complex relationships. Human relationships have a spiritual dimension. They are able to experience love, empathy and compassion. They can feel the emotions of others. In the same way, human beings are able to form a relationship with God on a spiritual level. The ability to form such relationships is unique to human beings – no other creature forms spiritual bonds – so some Christians believe this is the image of God in humans.



•  Others see the image of God lying in the role and function of human beings in the world. The verse that follows the statement that God created mankind in his image says: ‘God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground”’ (Genesis 1.28). Some Christians see verse 28 as an explanation of verse 27. In other words, bearing the likeness of God means carrying out one of God’s functions: ruling over and caring for the earth and everything in it.



•  Others maintain that being in the image of God means sharing some of his attributes and characteristics. Clearly, God has characteristics that no other being could have: omnipotence, omnibenevolence, omniscience and omnipresence, for example. However, there are features of human beings that do resemble some of God’s and which are unique among other creatures. These include the possession of a spiritual element (soul), a sense of right and wrong (morality), the capacity to make choices and decisions (free will), intelligence and the ability to use reason and logic (rationality), and the ability to make order from chaos (creativity).





Soul




Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.


(Genesis 2.7)





Christians today are divided in the beliefs about the soul. All accept that the soul is invisible and spiritual. Some believe that, after death, there is a ‘bodily resurrection’ and that the body and soul together rise to heaven. Others believe that when the body dies, the soul leaves it to be with God in a spiritual way.
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A 19th-century engraving showing the soul leaving the body at the moment of death.






Morality


Morality consists of the systems which individuals, societies and humankind as a whole use to ensure that people behave well towards each other and avoid bad or wrong behaviour that may hurt others.


Both Christians and non-Christians would agree that having a sense of right and wrong is unique to human beings; animals do not have moral understanding.


The creation story presented in Genesis 1 suggests that, as God created the universe, he built morality into it from the start. On the first day, he commands light to exist, and it does; he observes that ‘it was good’. Both literalists and liberals would accept that the universe is a moral universe because God created it to be. They would also say that God created human beings to have a moral sense.


In the Book of Exodus, it is recorded that God sets out ten rules for human beings to follow. Four are religious and six are moral, to do with human behaviour. The ten rules are God’s commands or Commandments. They are part of a contract or agreement between God and human beings. If humans obey his commands, then God will bless them and make them his people.


Free will


In the Genesis story of Adam and Eve, we have seen that, having been tempted by a snake, Eve chooses to eat fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, even though God has forbidden it. Adam follows suit. In making this decision, Adam and Eve exercise their free will, their ability to make choices using their own volition.


Christianity teaches that human beings are born with free will. This is repeated throughout the Bible. St Paul reinforces the idea of free will in his letters to the Christians of Corinth:




Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion.


(2 Corinthians 9.7)





This is important because, if humans did not have free will, they could not be held accountable for their actions. If everything they did had been determined beforehand, it would be unfair to hold them responsible. On the other hand, if they do make choices and decisions about how to act, then they can be made to answer for their actions.


Christianity teaches that human beings are free to choose whether or not to believe in God. If human beings were ‘programmed’ to believe in God, then that belief could not be rewarded. Yet it is central to Christianity that belief is rewarded:




For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


(John 3.16)
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Tasks





1  Explain in no more than three sentences what problems are associated with free will.



2  Explain how the Fall relates to the idea that human beings are accountable for their actions.
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Rationality


The Bible teaches that God created a planned and well-ordered universe in which logical rules are applied. When he created human beings, he created them to share his abilities to understand, think, plan and remember, in other words, to be rational beings that can use their reason and judgement to make informed decisions, including moral and religious decisions.




For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.


(Proverbs 2.6)





Creativity


Christians today believe that, when God created the universe, he did so ex nihilo – from nothing. Clearly, human beings are not capable of this. Instead, Christians believe that God passed on to them the ability to create ex materia.


Some scholars believe that the writer of the Genesis account of Creation describes creatio ex materia: water and darkness already existed before God created the universe. If this is so, then it raises a problem: if God used pre-existing materials to make the universe, where did those materials come from?


When God created the first man, according to the Book of Genesis, he commanded him to tend the garden and make use of the plants in it. Human creativity in finding uses for plants in the world is almost limitless. Plants are used for food, for climate control, for clothing, for construction, for furniture, for medicines, and so on.


But Genesis makes it clear that the garden that Adam must look after contains plants that are ‘pleasing to the eye’ (Genesis 2.9). So Adam is instructed to make the garden a place of beauty; God makes him a craftsman and an artist.


Today, many Christian artists still use artistic skills to express their faith.


Fallen nature




The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the garden; but you must not eat from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, for when you eat from it you will certainly die.’


(Genesis 2.15–17)





We have seen that Eve then Adam disobeyed God. They ate fruit from the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil when they were told not to. As a result, they came to understand right and wrong; but their perfect relationship with God had been broken. The event is known as the Fall.


Some Christians believe that a further consequence of the Fall is that all human beings since then carry with them Adam and Eve’s Original Sin. This means that all humans, because of Adam and Eve, have a tendency to disobey God and sin. It is in their nature to do evil deeds. Their nature is said to be fallen.


Human beings cannot rid themselves of Original Sin, nor can they, on their own, mend their fractured relationship with God. It is only through God’s grace – undeserved mercy, love and forgiveness – that they can be saved from the consequences of Original Sin. For example, Catholics believe that they receive God’s grace through baptism and the belief that Jesus died on the cross so that their sins may be forgiven. Grace comes through the acceptance of God’s love and forgiveness.
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The cross is an important symbol for Christians because it represents Jesus’ death and Resurrection.





Humanity’s fallen nature means that human beings are separated from God; their relationship with him is broken. Christianity teaches that Jesus’ death on the cross was God’s plan to mend the relationship. According to this teaching, the sin and guilt of human beings was borne by Jesus. God shows his love for human beings, a love they do not deserve, by allowing his son to be put to death. He shows his willingness to repair the damaged relationship with mankind in this act of redemption. Christians believe that Jesus’ death offers the opportunity for salvation (being saved from Original Sin and its consequences).
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Task


Explain what Christianity teaches about human nature. Think about the following: imago Dei, soul, morality, free will, reason, creativity, Original Sin.
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The Trinity
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Key Concept


Trinity The three persons of God: God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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How great is God – beyond our understanding.


(Job.36.26)





The teaching of the Trinity is a way for Christians to understand what God is like. The word Trinity is not used in the Bible. However, the early Christians had started to develop their thinking about God as a Trinity within two hundred years of the death of Jesus.


The word ‘Trinity’ has two parts, a prefix tri- (three) and unity (one). So it literally means, three and one. It indicates that the one God is, at the same time, three different aspects. Each of the persons has all of the qualities of God – omnipotence, omnibenevolence, omniscience and omnipresence – yet they are distinct from each other.
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The three persons of the Trinity are the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.


The three aspects are sometimes called ‘persons’, though this does not mean ‘people’ in the usual sense. Christianity teaches that God is not human and the three persons of God are not individuals. They are not three parts of God: each person is fully God. Christians do not worship three Gods, but one God.
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Each of the three persons of the Trinity is fully God, yet distinct from the other two.





If this sounds complicated, it is! Christians believe that God is complex and beyond human understanding.



God the Father


Christians believe that God is the father of all because he is the creator of all. God created the universe and everything in it and God created humankind.


Christianity also teaches that God is father in relation to Jesus. Jesus claimed that his relationship with God the Father was unique and mysterious:




No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.


(Matthew 11.27)
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God the Father





Christianity teaches that human beings can share in Jesus’ relationship with his Father:




To all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.


(John 1.12)





Yet the word ‘father’ does not just describe what God is like, it also describes the relationship God has with his creation – like a father to a child.


Christians believe that they can have a personal and loving relationship with God. God will show them his mercy and forgive them if they are willing to enter this relationship with him.
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The Parable of the Prodigal Son


Jesus tells the Parable of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15.1–32), about a young man who leaves his family to make his own way in the world. He is arrogant and ungrateful, yet his father gives him money to help him. However, he wastes the money and is reduced to poverty, sharing scraps of food with animals. Eventually he returns to his father, begging his forgiveness and asking to be allowed back. Without hesitation, his father greets him with love. The father’s other son, who had remained faithful, cannot understand why his father has accepted his brother back so easily. But the father is clear that he does not prefer one child over the other.




‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’


(Luke 15.31–32)





Christians see this as a metaphor for God’s fatherly love for human beings. They also see it as an example of how humans should show love and forgiveness to each other.
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Tasks





1  Explain why Christians call God ‘Father’.



2  Explain what the Parable of the Prodigal Son means to Christians and what it tells them about God.
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God the Son


When Christians refer to God the Son, they mean Jesus. Jesus is called the Son of God because he was a human being. But Christians believe that, at the same time, Jesus was and is God, the second person of the Trinity, God the Son.


As the second person of the Trinity, God the Son existed before taking human form as Jesus. Christianity teaches that the Son was there at the creation of the universe. In the book of Genesis, God says, ‘Let us make mankind in our image’ (Genesis 1.26). Christians interpret the use of the plural ‘us’ as meaning that the three persons of the Trinity were present at the creation.


The writer of John’s Gospel refers to God the Son at creation as the ‘Word’:




In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.


(John 1.1–3)
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Jesus Christ





Later in the same chapter, John identifies the Word as Jesus:




The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.


(John 1.14)





God chose to reveal himself in the form of a human being.


God the Holy Spirit


The word ‘spirit’ comes from the Latin word spirare, meaning ‘to breathe’. When God created Adam, the book of Genesis states that God breathes into him and he comes alive. So the Holy Spirit is connected with life and the soul. Genesis also suggests that God the Holy Spirit was with the Father and Son at creation and before.


The Holy Spirit is closely associated with the life of Jesus. When the birth of Jesus is announced, Mary is told that she will become pregnant through the Holy Spirit. When Jesus is baptised by his cousin, John, in the River Jordan, Mathew’s Gospel tells that the voice of God (the Father) declares that Jesus is his son, and the Holy Spirit descends upon him in the form of a dove.




[image: ]


Key Concept


Holy Spirit One of the three persons of the Holy Trinity. Jesus promised the Apostles that he would send the Holy Spirit after his Crucifixion and Resurrection. Christians believe that the Holy Spirit is present, as the power of God at work in the world.
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The Holy Spirit represented as a dove in a stained glass window in St Peter’s Basilica in Rome.





Jesus taught his disciples that the Holy Spirit would be with them to teach them and remind them of his teachings after his death:




‘All this I have spoken while still with you. But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.’


(John 14.25–26)





Christians believe that the Holy Spirit continues to act through people, producing in them characteristics that might be said to represent the ideal Christian. In his letter to Christians in Galatia, St Paul calls these characteristics ‘the fruit of the Spirit’ and lists nine of them:




… the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.


(Galatians 5.22–23)
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Tasks





1  ‘The three persons of the Trinity are equally important.’ Discuss this statement showing that you have considered more than one point of view. (You must refer to Christianity in your answer.)



2  Copy the diagram. Connect lines around each box with explanations of each of the persons of the Trinity and what they share as persons of God.
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Jesus as God Incarnate



Incarnation


The word ‘incarnate’ comes from the Latin carnem, which means ‘flesh’. So ‘incarnate’ means ‘in flesh’. The idea of Jesus being God Incarnate, therefore, refers to the Christian teaching that Jesus, while being human, was, at the same time, God.
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Key Concept


Incarnation ‘Made flesh’ – the Christian belief that God became man in the person of Jesus, fully human and fully divine. God becoming human in the form of Jesus.
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The Bible gives many examples of the Holy Spirit working in, through and around Jesus, providing evidence for Christians that Jesus was divine. For example:





•  The angel told Mary that Jesus would be the Son of God because he was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Luke 1.35).



•  The Holy Spirit was present at the baptism of Jesus in the form of a dove (Mark 1.10).



•  Throughout his life, Jesus did good deeds, performed miracles and healed the sick through the power of the Holy Spirit (Acts 10.38).



•  Jesus recognised the Holy Spirit working in him (Luke 4.38).



•  The Holy Spirit spoke through Jesus (John 3.34).



•  The Holy Spirit raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 8.11).
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The expression ‘God the Son’ refers to the second person of the Trinity, God, eternal and transcendent, who became human. ‘Son of God’, on the other hand, refers to Jesus, the man who was God.
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Tasks





1  Explain why Christianity teaches that Jesus was divine.



2  Examine this photograph. Identify the three persons of the Trinity. Why are they depicted as they are? Would a Christian think this is an accurate portrayal of the Trinity? Why? Why not?
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Jesus as Messiah


The word ‘Messiah’ comes from the Hebrew word moshiach, which means ‘one who is anointed’. Anointing is a process of sprinkling or pouring perfumed oil on someone. It formed an important part of the ancient Jewish ceremony for instating a high priest. Later, it became part of the ceremony enthroning a king. (It still is part of the coronation ceremony for monarchs in the United Kingdom today.)
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Key Concept


Messiah The word means ‘the Anointed One’. The Messiah is the one believed to be sent by God to be humanity’s saviour. Christians believe this person to be Jesus.
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The second king of the Jewish people was King David, regarded by Jews as their greatest king, who earned God’s favour as ‘a man after his own heart’ (I Samuel 13.14).


Over time, Jewish prophets foretold the future coming of a new Messiah, a leader of the Jewish people who would combine the political functions of a king with the religious functions of a priest. It was (and is) said that the Messiah would be descended from King David.


Jesus never claimed to be the Messiah. Nevertheless, the writers of the Gospels – accounts of his life in the Bible – give big clues that they thought he was. It was predicted in the Jewish Bible that:





•  the Messiah would be a descendant of King David (Isaiah 11.1)



•  he would be born in Bethlehem (Micah 5.2)



•  he would be referred to as Immanuel, meaning ‘God is with us’ (Isaiah 11.1)



•  he would be from the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49.10)



•  he would be borne by a virgin (Isaiah 7.14)



•  great kings would pay homage to him (Isaiah 60.6)



•  he would ride into Jerusalem on a donkey (Zechariah 9.9)



•  he would be rejected by his own people (Isaiah 53.3)



•  he would be killed for the sins of humans (Isaiah 53.5).





The Gospel writers relate that all these things happened in the life of Jesus.


In his Gospel, Matthew says:




When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of Man is?’


They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.’


‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do you say I am?’


Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.’


Jesus replied, ‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven.’


(Matthew 16.13–17)
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The Greek word for ‘anointed one’ (Messiah) is Christos. Christians refer to Jesus as the Christ to show their belief that he is the Messiah predicted by the Jewish prophets. It is possible that the Romans put Jesus to death fearing that, if he believed he was the Messiah, he might lead Jews against them.
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Jesus does not deny he is the Messiah. He suggests that (Simon) Peter identified him as the Messiah because it was revealed to him by God the Father.


Saviour


Christian teaching about the meaning and purpose of Jesus’ life is set out at the beginning of Matthew’s Gospel:




She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.


(Matthew 1.21)





Notice that even the name Jesus – Yeshua in Hebrew – means ‘the Lord saves’.


Atonement


We have seen that Christianity teaches that God planned Jesus’ incarnation and death to repair the relationship with him that Adam and Eve damaged in the Fall. The crucifixion was an atonement for human sin.
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Key Concept


Atonement The belief that Jesus’ death and Resurrection healed the rift between humans and God, thereby opening the way for God and people to be ‘at one’ again.
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In John’s Gospel, Jesus’ cousin describes Jesus as ‘the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world’ (John 1.29). Christians believe that there are parallels between the Passover story, (see page 22), and the life and death of Jesus. They believe that Jesus’ life was sacrificed, like the Passover lambs, and his blood shed, so that his followers would be saved from the slavery of sin and freed from death. Jesus’ death and Resurrection open the door to eternal life for Christians:





For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.


(John 3.16)





Jesus himself tells his disciple, Thomas:




I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.


(John 14.6)
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In the Old Testament of the Bible, in the story of the Passover, the ancient Israelites were held as slaves by the Egyptians. God sends plagues (disasters) to the Egyptians to persuade them to free the Israelites. But the Egyptian Pharaoh remains stubborn. Finally, God determines to kill the eldest child in every family. In order that the firstborn in the Israelite families will be saved, the Israelites are instructed to sacrifice a lamb and smear its blood around their doors. God will pass over these houses.


In this story, the lives of the lambs are sacrificed to save the Israelites from death and free them from slavery.


The Old Testament shows that there was a long tradition in the Hebrew religion of sacrificing animals to God in order to receive his forgiveness for sins. The book of Leviticus describes an ancient Israelite practice of sacrificing a goat and sending another out into the desert, symbolically carrying the sins of the people: the Scapegoat. This is known as atonement: it makes human beings ‘at one’ with God.
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Word


We have seen (page 18) that Jesus is referred to as the Word in John’s Gospel. It is not clear exactly what is meant by this, and there are different Christian interpretations.


The statement in John 1.1 that the Word existed ‘in the beginning’ emphasises the eternal nature of the Trinity. The Word is identified with Jesus as God the Son, who is in turn identified with the other persons of the Trinity. Jesus himself explains to his disciples that he is part of the Trinity, indivisible from God. He says, for example, ‘I am in the Father and the Father is in me.’ (John 14.11). ‘The Word’ is a translation of the Greek word, ‘Logos’. Logos is the basis of the English word, ‘logic’, and implies systematic and strategic reasoning. So Logos refers to the organising principle of the universe. John is saying that Jesus, as Logos, ‘was God’ from the beginning, from before being ‘made flesh’.
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