




cover[image: Cover]














[image: Book Title Page]

















Copyright



Copyright © 2018 by Justin Flom


Illustrations copyright © 2018 by Jason Kayser


Hachette Book Group supports the right to free expression and the value of copyright. The purpose of copyright is to encourage writers and artists to produce the creative works that enrich our culture.


The scanning, uploading, and distribution of this book without permission is a theft of the author’s intellectual property. If you would like permission to use material from the book (other than for review purposes), please contact permissions@hbgusa.com. Thank you for your support of the author’s rights.


Running Press Kids


Hachette Book Group


1290 Avenue of the Americas, New York, NY 10104


www.runningpress.com/rpkids


@RP_Kids


First Edition: November 2018


Published by Running Press Kids, an imprint of Perseus Books, LLC, a subsidiary of Hachette Book Group, Inc. The Running Press Kids name and logo is a trademark of the Hachette Book Group.


The Hachette Speakers Bureau provides a wide range of authors for speaking events. To find out more, go to www.hachettespeakersbureau.com or call (866) 376-6591.


The publisher is not responsible for websites (or their content) that are not owned by the publisher.


Library of Congress Control Number: 2017963214


ISBNs: 978-0-7624-9260-2 (paperback), 978-0-7624-9259-6 (ebook)


E3-20180921-JV-PC














This book is dedicated to my dad. I’ve had many magic heroes, but only one who watched me when I was terrible and who patiently shared wisdom on many car rides home from shows. My dad was the first magician to fool me and the first to make me laugh. Now I try to do the same for him with my own magic.


Dad, thank you for showing me the way.
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I still have my first magic book from when I was a kid. Well, it wasn’t mine exactly; it was my dad’s. That’s right: I was lucky enough to have a magician for a dad! Growing up, I was surrounded by the coolest and most magical characters you could imagine. Our backyard barbecues were full of fire jugglers, unicyclists, and moms being cut in half. Really! It was as fun and wondrous for a kid as you can imagine.


I fell in love with magic—with searching for secrets, learning the sleights of hand, and performing the impossible. That’s why I still cherish my first magic book: Houdini’s Escapes and Magic by Walter B. Gibson. It is thick as a brick with antique yellowed pages curled with age. It is from the year 1930 and full of stories from vaudeville, which is where Americans first experienced grand magic in the theater. I remember hiding behind my dad’s secret passageway (our house had three hidden doors—even my bedroom was behind a moving bookcase!) and studying the magic tricks and classified methods of years past. And that’s what started me on my path to becoming a magician.


So welcome to your new journey in the world of magic. I am thrilled for you. Magic can be a lifelong pursuit or a fun hobby—and it’s sure to teach you new things every day. When I was a kid, magic helped me make friends at school, it caught the attention of a girl who eventually married me, and has taken me around the world. But even if this is just a hobby, what you find in this book could change your life for the better.


There are thirty tricks within these pages and all of them have been proven to amaze audiences. Growing up, my audience was usually friends and family, so I’ve written this book from that perspective. Each trick will begin by explaining how your friend or family member will see the trick, and then I will reveal the secret to the trick and what you need to build or practice. I’ve always said that magic is more arts and crafts than it is spells and wizardry. And don’t get discouraged if you can’t do the secret move immediately! Magic is a lifelong pursuit, and the challenge of getting the trick right is part of the fun. I suggest you go through the book in order because I’ve made sure each new skill and secret builds on the last to help you advance as an aspiring magician.


Ready? Let’s make magic and share joy!
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I want to open this book with my favorite trick to teach. I call it the Grocery Gambit, but your friends will call it what it is: amazing!


Your friend is going to make a choice, and you will then reveal that you knew exactly what decision they would make. It’s an astounding prediction, and you’re right every time! Here is what it looks like if you were to perform it for your friend: You have a jar of peanut butter, a jar of jelly, and a jar of pickles. You say to your friend, “Pick one! The peanut butter, jelly, or pickles, but make sure that it is a free choice. At the end of this, you may think I made you choose one or the other. But no! I want this to be your decision. So, what’ll it be?”


Let’s say in this example your friend chooses pickles. You reply, “I knew you were going to say pickles. Let me show you how I knew that.” And you unscrew the jar of pickles and you show everyone that inside the jar of pickles, written on the lid in magic marker, are the words PICK PICKLES! (1)
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But it gets even better. Your audience is kinda impressed, but they still seem skeptical. You then say, “I know what you’re thinking. You are thinking that there is a written prediction underneath all of the lids. Well, you are right.” Then for the fantastic climax you unscrew the lid to the jelly and you show them that the jelly reads PICK PICKLES! Finally, you unscrew the lid of the peanut butter and the peanut butter jar also reads PICK PICKLES! Somehow you knew that your friend was going to pick pickles and you predicted it not once but three times!


Here’s the secret to the trick: You are prepared with three different predictions no matter what your friend chooses. If they pick pickles, you reveal your prediction underneath the lid of the jar. But you have two other hidden predictions. You have jelly written on the back of each of the jars and you have peanut butter written underneath each of the jars. Pretty sneaky. This relies on the fact that the audience doesn’t know how the trick ends; they’re just told to make a choice.


I made my peanut butter, jelly, and pickles jars with labels from the store. You can also use paper, scissors, and glue. You’ll need three of each prediction totaling nine labels. Three will be hidden in the lid, three underneath the jars, and three at the back (2).


Once you have made your specially prepared jars, you are ready to do the trick. You display the jars with the audience standing in front of you. (Note: This is a trick in which the audience cannot stand behind you or they will see your hidden predictions on the back of the jars.) You tell them to make a selection, but make sure that it is a free choice. Let’s say they choose jelly. Then you say, “I want to show you that I knew you were going to pick jelly because I wrote down a prediction on the back of one of these jars.” And you reveal on the back of the jelly jar that it reads PICK JELLY!


Now you let your audience be impressed but skeptical and that is when you can reveal the rest of the trick by saying, “I know what you are thinking. There is writing on the back of all of the jars. Well, you are right.” And then you reveal that all of the jars read PICK JELLY on the back.


The same goes if your friend picks peanut butter and you reveal the bottom of the jars. The important thing to remember as you reveal the jar’s back or bottom, or under the lid, is to be careful not to reveal your other hidden predictions. This is an amazing trick that you can do in your kitchen at home or onstage for a bigger audience. And if you don’t have peanut butter, jelly, or pickles in your house, you can use any food or items that have three different options for predictions. Be creative and create your own Grocery Gambit!
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This is an incredible piece of magic where you can borrow a dollar bill from your friend, destroy part of it (even eat it), and still put the dollar back together. It is a really cool trick. The secret is in the way that you tear the dollar bill and make it look like you ate a piece of it.


Here is what you do: Borrow a dollar bill from your friend and fold that bill in half. Now, you are going to make a tear at one side, but you are not going to tear off the piece completely. You are going to go about a half inch from the side of the dollar bill and rip down about half an inch. The audience can see that you really are tearing the bill (1).
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Now, in one final grasp and rip, you are actually going to fold that piece of the dollar bill behind the bill, so the audience can’t see it, and you hold that with your left thumb. Along with that move, you make it look like you jerk your fingers away from the bill and that you have ripped off the piece (2). You immediately mime like you are putting that in your mouth.


To the audience it looks like you have chewed up the dollar bill (and maybe like you have even swallowed it). It’s time for you to create the illusion that you have spit the piece back to the dollar bill and that it is whole again. Your left hand is still holding the dollar bill with the piece folded behind it. With your right hand, put your fingers inside of the bill, holding on to the right side of the bill. Your left hand now readjusts and grabs the other side of the bill (the left side of the bill) but doesn’t yet open it.


For dramatic effect, make it sound like you are spitting the piece of the bill back up and onto the folded bill. When you do that, you are going to quickly open the bill, making sure it’s taut by spreading your left and right hands. The corner folded behind the bill will jump back into place and make it appear as though the dollar is whole again (3).
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As long as you hold the bill tight, the tear will look like it is completely healed. At this point, I usually say, “Thanks so much for your dollar bill.” And I put it in my pocket. Now your friend is going to ask for his dollar bill back. At this point, I take out a different dollar bill and I give it back to him. The different dollar bill that I have given back to him does not have the tear in it. Your friend can inspect that bill to his heart’s content, sure that you’ve just ate it and then reattached part of the bill.
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