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Introduction


This book has been written to support your study of:





•  the British Period Study and Enquiry Unit Y105 and Y135, England 1445–1509: Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII.





This introduction gives you an overview of:





•  the OCR AS and A Level course



•  how you will be assessed on this unit



•  the different features of this book and how these will aid your learning.





1 The OCR AS and A Level course


This study will form part of your overall History course for the OCR specification, of which there are three Unit Groups and a Topic-based Essay. The Unit Groups comprise:





•  British Period Study and Enquiry, which follow chronologically on from each other (Unit Group 1 – AS and A Level)



•  Non-British Period Study (Unit Group 2 – AS and A Level)



•  Thematic Study and historical interpretations (Unit Group 3 – A Level only).





This book covers one Period Study Topic (Lancastrians, Yorkists and Henry VII) and one Enquiry Topic (Wars of the Roses 1445–1461) from Unit Group 1 of the OCR History specification. You will study both of these for the examination.


This period saw royal authority collapse under the weak king, Henry VI. Eventually civil war ensued in which nobles fought against each other either for the crown or to control it. The fighting was not constant and there were periods of relative peace and stability during the two reigns of Edward IV. However, even his rule broke down when the Earl of Warwick gave his support to Henry VI and his wife Margaret of Anjou in the hope of being able to control a restored weak king. The death of Edward IV brought about further instability as his brother Richard, Duke of Gloucester, seized the throne from Edward’s children. However, he was unpopular, and the disappearance of the princes only added to his black reputation so that Henry Tudor, despite his weak claim to the throne, was able to defeat him at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. Henry was able to overcome challenges to his rule and by reducing the power of the nobility, improving the crown’s financial position and creating alliances abroad established the Tudor dynasty.


The chapters in the book correspond to the Key Topics in the specification, with four chapters for the Period Study and three for the Enquiry.


2 How you will be assessed


A Level


Each of the three Unit Groups has an examination paper, whereas the Topic-based Essay is marked internally but externally moderated.





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through a source-based question. This counts for 25 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through a shorter answer essay and one essay. This counts for 15 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 3 – the Thematic Study and Historical Interpretations Unit is assessed through two essays which cover at least 100 years, and one in-depth question based on two interpretations of a key event, individual or issue that forms a major part of the theme. This counts for 40 per cent of your overall marks.





For the topic-based essay you will complete a 3,000–4,000 word essay on a topic of your choice. This counts for 20 per cent of your overall marks.


AS Level


Each of the two Unit Groups has an examination paper:





•  Unit Group 1 – the British Period Study is assessed through two essays, from which you answer one, and the Enquiry is assessed through two source-based questions. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.



•  Unit Group 2 – the Non-British Period Study is assessed through an essay and an interpretation question. The interpretation question will come from one of two specified Key Topics. This counts for 50 per cent of your overall marks.





Examination questions for Unit Group 1


For both the AS and A Level you will have been entered for a specific unit and your examination paper will contain only the questions relating to that unit.


There will be two sections in the examination paper. Section A is the Enquiry section and Section B is the Period Study section.


In Section A there will be one set of documents. For the AS there will be three sources and two questions. Question (a) will be worth 10 marks and Question (b) will be worth 20 marks. For the A Level there will be four sources and one question, which will be worth 30 marks.


In Section B there will be two essay questions, both worth 20 marks, and you will have to answer one of them. Each essay will be drawn from a different Key Topic, although the questions could be drawn from more than one Key Topic.


AS Section A questions on the Enquiry


The first Section A question on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:


(a) Use your knowledge of X to assess how useful Source Y is as evidence of Z.


For example:


Use your knowledge of government in England in 1450 to assess how useful Source A is as evidence for the causes of bad government. [10]


In this type of question the key term is ‘useful’ – this requires you to consider the provenance of the source. It will involve you discussing issues such as who wrote it, when and why it was written, and whether the tone or language suggests it might be exaggerated.


The second Section A question on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for AS:


(b) Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.


For example:


Using these three sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Henry VI was responsible for his own downfall. [20]


This type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’. This requires you to explain how events at the time the sources were written might have influenced the author’s views. You will also have to consider the provenance of the sources and apply own knowledge to the sources to test their reliability as evidence when assessing how far they support the view given in the statement.


A Level Section A questions on the Enquiry


Section A questions on the Enquiry will be worded as follows for A Level:


Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that X was due mainly to Y.


For example:


Using these four sources in their historical context, assess how far they support the view that Henry VI was responsible for his own downfall. [30]


As with the second question for AS, this type of question refers to the sources ‘in their historical context’ (see above for guidance on this).


Section B questions on the Period Study


For AS and A Level Section B questions on the Period Studies the types of questions set will be the same. Examples of questions using some of the more common command terms and specific requirements for each can be found at the end of Period Study chapters. The command terms are important and a key to success is understanding what these terms mean and what you have to do.






	Command term

	Description

	Example in the book






	Assess

	Weigh up the relative importance of a range of factors and reach a supported judgement as to which is the most important.

	Page 102






	To what extent

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue by comparing it with other issues and reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	Page 37






	How far

	Consider the relative importance of the named issue and weigh up its role by comparing it with other issues to reach a balanced judgement as to its relative importance.

	Page 11






	How successful

	Consider a range of issues and make a judgement as to how successful each was before reaching an overall judgement about success.

	Page 128








Answering the questions


Both the AS and A Level examinations are one and a half hours in length. Section A carries slightly more marks than Section B and therefore, particularly as you will need time to read the sources, it would be sensible to spend about 50 minutes on Section A and 40 minutes on Section B. Before you start any of the questions, make a brief plan. Advice on planning essays is given on pages 102 and 169.


The answers you write will be marked against the relevant mark scheme. It would be useful to familiarise yourself with these before the examination so that you are aware of the criteria against which your work will be marked. Mark schemes offer guidance to the examiner, but they cannot cover everything and if you write something that is relevant and accurate, but not in the mark scheme, you will gain credit for it. Examiners do not have a set view of the answer and they will reward well-argued and supported responses. They will also not deduct marks for information that is incorrect, but you should remember that incorrect knowledge may undermine your argument.


What will the examination paper look like?


The cover of the examination paper will tell you the level for which you have been entered, either AS or A Level. It will tell you the unit number, which for the AS is Y135 and for the A Level Y105. It will tell you the title of the unit, the date of the examination and the time allowed for the examination. The cover will also give you instructions about the answer booklet and the marks available.


About this book


At the start of this book there is a section called ‘Gateway’. This provides a one-page summary of background material to the period you are about to study.


Each chapter in the book then covers one of the Key Topics listed in the OCR specification for the unit.


Chapters start with a brief introduction and a series of key questions. An overview of the period or theme of the chapter provides a brief introductory narrative along with a timeline which outlines the key events.


Key questions


The chapters are divided into sections, each addressing one of the key questions listed in the chapter introduction. The key questions may be broken down into sub-questions to help your understanding of the topic. By the end of the section you should be able to answer the key questions.


Key terms


The key terms that you need to understand in order to grasp the important concepts surrounding the topic are emboldened in the chapter the first time they are used and defined in the glossary on page 177.


Sources


As the Enquiry Topics are source-led, those chapters will contain a significant number of sources, often with questions to enable you to develop and practise the skills you will need for the examination. There will also be other visual sources within the book.



Activities


In both the Period Study and Enquiry chapters there are activities to help you develop the key skills needed for the examination. In the Period Study chapters they will focus on developing analytical skills and making judgements, whereas in the Enquiry chapters they will focus on understanding and evaluating sources.


Historical debates


As historians often disagree about the causes or significance of historical events or personalities, each chapter of the Period Study units has contrasting extracts from the writings of two historians. Not only will this introduce you to some of the key historical debates about the period you are studying, but by using your historical knowledge and the information in the chapter you will be able to test the views of the historians in order to determine which view you find more convincing. There will also be a list of books for further reading on the issue. Knowledge of the debate is not necessary for the examination in Unit 1, but it will enrich your knowledge and help to develop a valuable skill, which is tested in Unit 3 of the A Level.


Summary of the chapter


At the end of each chapter there is a bullet-point list of the key points covered which will help with revision.


Study skills


Each chapter has a Study skills section. These gradually help you to build up the skills you need for the Period Studies and Enquiries examination papers, providing examples of parts of strong and weak responses and further questions and activities in which you can practise the skills.


Revise, review, reflect


At the end of each study topic there is a section which helps you to consolidate your understanding of the whole topic. It encourages you to think about the period as a whole and question many of your earlier views. There will also be further activities to help you prepare for the examination.
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Chapter 1 The outbreak of the wars, 1445–1450
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This chapter deals with the adult (majority) rule of Henry VI and the growth of opposition leading to open rivalries and rebellion in 1450. We shall consider the different problems of Henry VI’s reign and to what extent these should be seen as his fault. To begin, we will examine the government of England to discover how the country was ruled and the roles of the king, the nobility and parliament within government. We will then move on to looking at some of the specific problems of the reign, including the king’s advisers and rivalry between nobles, the origins of the animosity between the Dukes of Somerset and York, Henry’s use of patronage, and financial problems and taxation. The significance of the failure in France and its impact on government and the causes and consequences of Cade’s Rebellion will also be examined.


The key questions of the period 1445–50 to be considered are:





•  How was England governed in 1445?



•  What problems did the nobility cause, 1445–50?



•  What problems did Henry VI’s advisers cause?



•  How well did Henry VI manage his financial resources?



•  What were the problems between York and Somerset, 1445–50?



•  What was the impact of the failure in France on the government?



•  Why did opposition to the government grow, 1445–50?



•  What were the causes and consequences of Cade’s Rebellion, 1450?





This chapter introduces the key skill of interpreting sources – that is, understanding their relevance to a historical issue. It also discusses how to assess the value of sources in relation to their provenance. The nature of the evidence and the context in which it was produced is considered in order to assess how far it can be used to confirm a historical view.
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Timeline






	1445

	March

	Marriage of Henry VI and Margaret of Anjou






	1445

	September

	End of Duke of York’s Lieutenancy in France






	1446

	December

	Duke of Somerset appointed Lieutenant General in France






	1447

	July

	York appointed Lieutenant of Ireland






	1448

	March

	Surrender of Anjou and Maine






	1449

	April

	French invasion of Normandy






	1449

	July

	York takes up his post as Lieutenant of Ireland






	1450

	April

	Exile and murder of the Duke of Suffolk






	1450

	May/June

	Cade’s Rebellion






	1450

	August

	Loss of Normandy






	 

	 

	Return from France of the defeated Duke of Somerset






	1450

	September

	Return from Ireland of Richard, Duke of York
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Overview


By 1445, Henry VI had already been on the throne for 23 years, albeit most of them as a minor. He achieved majority rule in 1437. As the son of Henry V, much was expected of Henry VI but he failed to live up to English hopes proving to be unsuited to kingship. The five years from 1445 to 1450 were characterised by a growing discontentment with the way the country was being run. In 1445, England was still involved in what was to become the ‘Hundred Years War’ with France. The glory days of Henry V, however, were now a distant memory as defeat followed defeat with Normandy being lost in 1450. The expense of the campaigns in France had caught up with England and the people were beginning to resent the amount of taxation being paid to fund the war. It perhaps would not have been such a problem had England been victorious, but to see the money only fund losses added to public anger.


Unable to target their anger at the King for fear of charges of treason, the people aimed their fury at those around him. Henry’s advisers, especially the Duke of Suffolk, increasingly came under attack. From 1445 to 1450, Suffolk came under fire from all sections of society. The Commons blamed him for the losses in France, bad government and lack of justice, while members of the nobility resented his position as the king’s chief adviser and blamed him for poor policy decisions. Suffolk’s position became increasingly impossible and he was impeached in 1450. Exiled for his own safety by Henry VI, Suffolk was then captured and killed by pirates when on his way to Calais.


There were thus many problems facing the government of Henry VI:





•  division among the nobility



•  popular discontent



•  defeat in France



•  the King’s inability to rule effectively



•  bankruptcy.





These problems culminated in the crises of 1450 which saw Cade’s Rebellion and the loss of Normandy as well as the increased realisation that Henry VI was unfit to govern.


At the time, it was rare for the king himself to be criticised. Most of the blame for the country’s ills was directed at those advising Henry, but that does not mean that people thought the King was blameless, as demonstrated by criticism of the management of patronage and the passing of the 1450 Act of Resumption. The years 1445–50 demonstrated an increased lack of control at the heart of government. Decision making was poor and the King was ineffective. Cade’s Rebellion was a warning sign of things to come. The seeds were sown for future problems.
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How was England governed in 1445?


The king was at the heart of government and his basic concern was the security of the nation and the Church. It was believed that he had been created king by God and that to depose him was to go against God’s will, and yet this is exactly what happened to Henry VI – twice.


The king


The powers of the king were not unlimited; he could not change the law or raise taxes without the agreement of a parliament. He did, however, have considerable rights. He decided when parliament sat and he had resources at his disposal to reward good service via patronage. There was no such thing as foreign policy as we know it, but rather, the king would talk of his relations with other monarchs. It was for the king to decide what those relations would be; he decided whether or not to go to war or make peace, but he would take advice from his nobility who were expected to provide him with the necessary military support. The king was also expected to lead the army during war. It was unwise for people to criticise a king directly as the king was in charge of the justice system and the penalty for treason was death. Therefore when people did level criticism against the king they usually did so indirectly, such as criticising his advisers. An example of this is shown in Source A.
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Source A The demands of Cade’s rebels (1450).


Certain persons who day and night are with the king and daily inform him that good is evil and evil is good. Also they say that our sovereign lord is above his laws and he may make them and break them as he will.


Adapted from Stow’s memoranda, a sixteenth-century chronicle.
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Activity


How does the wording of Source A show that the rebels were being careful to avoid being accused of treason?
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The nobility


The part played by the nobility in helping the king to govern was vital. In the absence of a standing army or a police force, the king relied on the nobility to ensure that the law was enforced in the country and to provide an army when necessary from the tenants who rented land from the lord. More often than not, the sheriff was a member of the gentry and it was his responsibility to operate the local courts. Justices of the Peace were also usually members of the gentry. They held quarterly sessions where minor cases were resolved and major ones brought to trial at the county court where the sheriff presided. Should there be a serious outbreak of disorder or rebellion, the king had the power to send out commissions called Oyer and Terminer to hear and determine, punishing those found guilty. If the king was weak and could not control the nobility, then the legal system suffered as the nobles, aware of the lack of authority from the king and without fear of reprisals, would act outside the law. This led to local feuds getting out of control.


The nobility played the important role of adviser to the king. Until fairly recently it was thought that much of the advising of the king was conducted through a formal advisory council, but some historians now think that formal noble councils of this sort tended only to be set up at times of crisis or minority (when a king was too young to rule in his own right). There was a formal council for dealing with government administration and one for dealing with legal issues but when it came to advising the king on policy, he took advice from those nobles around him on an informal basis. The more senior the nobleman, the more the king was expected to listen to what he had to say. The nobles were generally well positioned to know the concerns of the people and to report them to the king. Access to the king was therefore vital for the nobility and this was achieved through the king’s household.
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The nobility


The nobility and the gentry made up under three per cent of the population. Their income came from ownership of land. The greatest of the nobles were often blood relatives of the king and were sometimes referred to as magnates. The greatest title was duke followed by marquis, earl, viscount and baron. The gentry, or lesser nobility, was made up of knights, squires and gentlemen. This group tended to own less land and in some cases were not landowners at all but made their money through trade. As a general rule, the more land they had, the more income they had.


Increasing local feuds


Quarrels at a local level got out of hand in the 1440s because of a lack of royal control at the heart of government. A good example of this is the quarrel between the Courtenays and the Bonvilles in the south-west of England which ran right through to the 1450s. It was caused in part by the granting in 1441 of the same stewardship of the Duchy of Cornwall to Thomas Courtenay, Earl of Devon, and Sir William Bonville by Henry VI.
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The justice system


The sheriffs and the Justices of the Peace (JPs) were the most important local officials. The sheriff was responsible for bringing defendants to court, assembling juries and carrying out verdicts. They were often corrupt. The JPs were mainly responsible for maintaining public order. They heard criminal cases to do with land and contracts. More difficult cases went to the court of assizes, which was held twice a year in the counties and dealt with serious crimes. The highest court in the country was the Court of the King’s Bench, which had the power to overturn decisions made in the other courts.
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The king’s household


The king’s household was basically responsible for looking after the king: feeding and clothing him. The most senior person within the household was the Lord Chamberlain and it was he who controlled access to the king. This was important to the nobility as having access to the king meant influence. If there was a sense that some people had more access than others or some felt excluded from the king’s presence, then problems could very quickly emerge, especially if it was felt that a particular faction was dominant. The king’s task was to control factions at court and to try to ensure balance.



Parliament


The role of parliament in the fifteenth century was very different from what it is today. The late medieval parliaments met only when the king wanted them to and were certainly not called regularly. Their sessions tended to be brief and focused on the king’s business, which usually involved providing him with money. Parliament was made up of the Lords and the Commons. The Lords included dukes, marquises, earls, viscounts and barons as well as archbishops, bishops and the most important abbots and priors. The Commons was made up of representatives from the shires and the towns. Increasingly in the fifteenth century it was beginning to be expected that the king should ‘live of his own’ (from his own means) and that the Commons should only be asked to agree to taxation in emergencies. Parliament’s powers were very limited, but it did have some power in that the king could not make or amend laws or demand taxes without parliament’s consent.
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Activity


This is an AS-style question. For further guidance see page 31. Look at Source B. Use your knowledge of events of Henry VI’s reign to assess how useful Source B is as evidence about parliament in his reign? [image: ]
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Source B Henry VI in parliament presented with a book by Abbot William Curtey. From a fifteenth-century manuscript.
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Source C A man who served as Lord Chief Justice under Henry VI writes about the limits on the king’s power.


The king cannot at his pleasure change the laws of his kingdom. The laws of England are established not only by the prince’s will but by the assent of the whole kingdom. The king of England does not by himself or his ministers impose on his subjects any tallage [a tax imposed without consultation] or burden, nor change their laws nor make new ones, without the express consent of his parliament.


Adapted from Sir John Fortescue’s work, written in the early 1470s.
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Activity





1  How does Source C help to explain the view of England shown in Source D?
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Source D A foreign contemporary observer’s judgement on England during the Wars of the Roses. Commynes was born in France and served both the Duke of Burgundy and the King of France at various times.


Now, in my opinion, out of all the countries which I have personally known, England is the one where public affairs are best conducted and regulated with least damage to the people.


Philippe de Commynes, Memoirs, written between 1489 and 1496.
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What was Henry VI like?


As we have seen, the role of a medieval king was extremely important in governing the country and his actions and decisions were vital. How well was Henry VI equipped to take on this role?
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Source E A description of King Henry VI by John Blacman. Blacman was Henry VI’s confessor and later a monk.


He was a man simple and upright, altogether fearing the Lord God, and departing from evil. He was a simple man, without any crook of craft or untruth …


He was both upright and just, always keeping to the straight line of justice in his acts. Upon none would he wittingly inflict any injustice. To God and the Almighty he rendered most faithfully that which was His, for he took pains to pay in full the tithes and offerings due to God and the Church: and this he accompanied with devotion …


A diligent and sincere worshipper of God was this king, more given to God and to devout prayer than to handling worldly and temporal things, or practising vain sports and pursuits: these he despised as trifling, and was continually occupied either in prayer or the reading of the scriptures or of chronicles …


I would have you know that he was most eminent for that virtue of humility. This pious prince was not ashamed to be a diligent server to a priest celebrating in his presence … He did so commonly even to me, a poor priest.


John Blacman’s Memoir, written during the reign of Henry VII.
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Activity





2  Use your knowledge of Henry VI to assess how useful Source E is as evidence of the personal qualities of Henry VI. [image: ]




3  How far does the information in Source E support the idea that Henry VI was a good king?



4  Blacman’s memoir was written during the reign of Henry VII at a time when the King was trying to get Henry VI made a saint. Does this mean that we cannot believe what it says?
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What problems did the nobility cause, 1445–50?


Henry VI did not handle the nobility well. He had his favourites whom he allowed to dictate his actions and then there were those who felt excluded and whose resentment grew.


The major nobles


The nobles, as we have seen, were crucial to the running of the country and none more so than the major noble families who were closely related to the King. The Duke of Gloucester was Henry VI’s uncle and heir presumptive (until the birth of Henry’s son in 1453). He was the younger brother of Henry V but he was not the King’s closest blood relative. Henry VI’s mother, having been widowed at the age of twenty, went on to have at least six children with Owen Tudor. Whether or not they were married is unknown but the generous Henry VI made his elder two half-brothers, Edmund and Jasper, the Earl of Richmond and the Earl of Pembroke respectively.


On Gloucester’s death in 1447, Richard, Duke of York, replaced him as heir presumptive. York was probably the greatest landowner in the country. He was descended from Edward III through two of his children giving York a claim to the throne in his own right. The other prominent noble family at the time were the Beauforts, also known as the illegitimate Lancastrian line. Like Henry VI, they were descended from John of Gaunt, son of Edward III, but where Henry VI was descended from Gaunt’s first wife, the Beauforts were descended from his third wife, Katherine Swynford. Although Swynford had originally been Gaunt’s mistress, and thus their children were illegitimate, the two of them later married and their children were legitimised by royal decree. The Beauforts had been major players in the Hundred Years War, as they lacked land and wanted to gain estates in France. Cardinal Beaufort, Bishop of Winchester, was a major source of finance for the campaigns, lending the Crown over £200,000 in the first half of the fifteenth century. The cardinal’s nephew, Edmund Beaufort, had had successes as a commander in France during the 1430s and the King made him Duke of Somerset in 1448.
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Source F An unknown chronicler, writing from a Yorkist viewpoint and generally regarded as well informed, writes about York’s claim to the throne.


Richard of York remembered the great wrongs he had suffered at the hands of King Henry VI. He had been unjustly deprived of his rightful inheritance of the Crown of England by the violent intrusion of King Henry IV, who had wrongfully usurped the Crown from King Richard II in 1399. In the autumn of 1460, York claimed the realm of England for himself as rightful heir of King Richard II by true hereditary descent.


An English Chronicle, written soon after 1461.
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Activity





1  Look at Source F. Use your knowledge of the dynastic struggles from 1399 to 1460 to assess how useful Source F is as evidence of the claim of Richard, Duke of York. [image: ]




2  How is this supported by the family tree on page 12?



3  Source F is a pro-Yorkist source. How does the language used in the source show this bias?
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Other powerful nobles included Buckingham and Warwick and like York, they were major landowners of the reign. They were obsessed with land and the status it gave them, each looking not just to protect their position, but to extend it for their heirs. But the noble who dominated government during the 1440s was William de la Pole, Earl and later Duke of Suffolk. He was not one of the major landowners nor even particularly high up the social pecking order, but he was the leading member of the king’s household having been made Lord Chamberlain in 1447. He was a favourite of the king, and therein lay his power. The fact that Suffolk was the one acting as chief adviser to the King was strongly resented by York, who felt that if anyone should be holding that position, it should be him. As the senior male relative of Henry VI after the Duke of Gloucester, York believed it was only right that he should be the king’s right hand man and be at the heart of the decision making process in the country. He felt as if he was deliberately being snubbed by Henry VI in not holding this position.


The Duke of Gloucester


Gloucester did cause problems during this period. He was appalled at the Truce of Tours (1444) (see pages 22–23) and was a constant critic of the peace policy with France. He pushed for a major campaign in France, but in his desire for war he was alone. Henry VI was inclined to peace, as was Suffolk and the other nobles. In 1447, probably in order to silence him for fear of what he was going to say at the next parliament, Gloucester was arrested having been accused of treason. He was dead within days, probably from a stroke although there were rumours that Suffolk had had him killed.


Problems of law and order


Without the strong hand of a king to control the nobility, there were certain abuses of power and this was particularly seen in disputes over landownership. Ownership of land was key to the prosperity of the nobility and gentry, and when the economy was not doing so well and incomes were down, arguments over who should own which pieces of land increased. This was the situation in 1445–50. Disputes between nobles about land increased, for example over disputed inheritances, and the King should have adjudicated. An active king would have made a judgement on the case and the two sides in the dispute would have had to accept that judgement as final, but Henry VI was not fulfilling this role. As a result, the hiring of lawyers to investigate possible claims to land was widespread with some nobles even resorting to violence in order to obtain land that they felt they had some claim to.
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The Paston Family


The Pastons were a family from East Anglia famous for the collection of letters they wrote during the era of the Wars of the Roses. They give us a unique insight into life at the time.
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It became increasingly important to have the protection of the ‘right’ nobleman as, for example, the Paston family in Norfolk found to their cost. A manor of theirs at Gresham was forcibly taken over by Robert Hungerford, Lord Moleyns, on behalf of his wife (Source G). The manor had been returned, but Paston wanted to see Lord Moleyns punished for his actions (Source H). Moleyns was a key member of the Suffolk faction and the Pastons were told in no uncertain terms that they would not get a result should they pursue their case. In short, in going up against a member of the Suffolk faction, the Pastons were bound to lose their case due to the corruption in the system allowed by a king who was not fulfilling his role in this area but was letting others with powerful friends take advantage of the situation.
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Source G Margaret Paston writes to her husband asking for help in protecting their manor house in Gresham, Norfolk, from assault by the Moleyns.


Right worshipful husband, I recommend myself to you and pray you to get some cross bows and windases [devices to bend crossbows] to bind them with, and quarrels [bolt shots for crossbows]; for your houses here are so low that no man may shoot out there with any long bow, though we had never so much need. And also I would ask you to get two or three short poll-axes to keep doors with and as many jacks [padded leather jackets].


I pray you that you will have bought for me 1lb of almonds and 1lb of sugar, and that you will have some frieze bought with which to make your children’s gowns. And I pray that you would buy a yard of broad cloth of black for a hood for me, of 44d or 4s a yard, for there is neither good cloth nor good frieze in this town. As for the children’s gowns, when I have the cloth I will have them made.


Letter from Margaret Paston to John Paston, 1448.
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Source H A letter to John Paston informs him that it is not worth trying Lord Moleyns for the attack on the Manor at Gresham.


Also the sheriff informed us that he has a letter from the King to make such a jury as shall acquit Lord Moleyns. And also he told us, and as far as we can conceive and feel, the sheriff will make a jury acquit the lord, and jurors to acquit his men.


Letter from Debenham, Typerley and White on 2 May 1451 to John Paston.
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Activity





1  What can we learn from Source G about life in England in 1448?



2  Look at Source H. Use your knowledge of law and order in this period to assess how useful Source H is as evidence of the problems of obtaining justice under Henry VI. [image: ]
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The Paston letters of course give only their side of the story, but complaints of injustice and violence were becoming increasingly widespread towards the end of the 1440s prompted by the actions of nobles such as:





•  Lord Say and William Crowmer in Kent



•  William Tailboys, under the protection of Viscount Beaumont, in Lincolnshire



•  the Courtenays and Bonvilles in the south-west (see page 63)



•  the Percy Earls of Northumberland and the Archbishop of York in the north.





The role of the king


Historian R.L. Storey wrote that the Wars of the Roses were ‘the outcome of an escalation of private feuds’. But one has to question whether these feuds would have got out of control if there had been an intelligent and effective king on the throne keeping the nobility in line and adjudicating when there were disputes. Henry VI did not just allow feuds to get out of control; he actively contributed to some of them with his ill-judged use of patronage and granting of royal favour. The nobles certainly caused problems in England, but to a large degree they were allowed to.


The problems caused by the nobility are closely connected and interspersed with the problems caused by Henry’s advisers because they were members of the nobility. This will be examined next.


What problems did Henry VI’s advisers cause?


The fact that Henry VI was not up to the task of government must have been clear by 1445 to those around him in his household. To those who did not live with him, it may not have been so obvious, although by 1450 it certainly seems as if some were starting to suspect. Contemporary writers John Hardyng and John Capgrave both commented on the lack of action taken by Henry in the 1440s concerning issues of justice and coastal defence. The nobility were always expected to advise the king. However, in this situation someone had to rule on Henry’s behalf, and it was Suffolk who emerged to take on the role of lead counsellor to advise the King and even make government policy decisions for him.
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John Hardyng


Hardyng was a rhyming chronicler. The first version of his chronicle was presented to Henry VI and was dedicated to Henry, his queen and infant son. This version praises the King’s rule but, in mentioning the need to deal with the problems of civil unrest and injustice, he hints at Henry’s shortcomings. The second and Yorkist version of his chronicle was completed in the 1460s and presented to Edward IV. This version is more critical of Henry VI.


John Capgrave


Capgrave was an Augustinian friar from King’s Lynn who wrote a collection of the lives of the Henries, finishing with Henry VI’s life to date (c.1450). He found little positive to write and was critical of the way the navy and the safety of the coast had been neglected. A version of his chronicle was also presented to Edward IV.
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Contrasting views of Suffolk


Suffolk has traditionally been seen by historians as personifying the ‘evil counsel’ about which the Cade rebels complained in 1450 (see page 25) and as corruptly taking advantage of the King’s weakness for his own aggrandisement. This view sees Suffolk as favouring his own men and wasting the King’s money on gifts of land and titles for himself and his supporters. They claim he was responsible for pursuing a disastrous peace policy with France leading to ignominious defeat and he is even accused of having an affair with the Queen!


The historian John Watts has presented an alternative view. Rather than seeing Suffolk as taking advantage of the weaknesses of the King, he sees Suffolk as trying to do his best to keep government going as normally as possible, trying perhaps to act in the best interests of the country and fill the void left by the King.


How valid were criticisms of Suffolk?


As we have seen, the nobility were expected to act as the king’s advisers. According to medieval society the highest ranked nobles, those most closely related to the king, should be the closest and most important of his advisers. In the 1440s, the closest members of the royal family were the King’s uncle, the Duke of Gloucester and the King’s cousin, the Duke of York. However, Henry VI chose to listen to the advice of his favourite, the Duke of Suffolk, and made him Lord Chamberlain. Therefore, in some sense, Suffolk had made enemies of Gloucester and York and those who supported them simply by being chosen by Henry VI as his chief adviser. Whether it was actually true or not, many people believed that Suffolk was preventing Gloucester and York from advising the King.


Criticism of Suffolk’s foreign policy can also be viewed as unfair. The lack of success in France and the subsequent losses of land came in for much criticism at the time. Many of the nobility had looked to France to provide younger sons with properties and thus a source of income. They were most unhappy with the situation and looked to the government to provide the money for campaigns to reverse the losses. However, given the dismal state of crown finances, such campaigns were simply not feasible and parliament was most reluctant to vote any more taxes for war.


In other regards, criticism of Suffolk does seem to be justified. He and his followers did gain a great deal in terms of land, wealth and position. His position in the king’s household brought access to the King and gave him the power to limit the access of others, especially once he had been made chamberlain in 1447. Around him were men such as Beaumont, the Bishops of Salisbury and Chichester, and Lord Say. These men were seen to benefit greatly from their position and the service they provided with a disproportionate number of royal grants coming their way. The Bishops of Chichester and Salisbury were murdered in 1450 because of the part they played in the government and in reaction to losses in France (see page 24). At this time the poverty of the Crown was clear as the King struggled to cover the costs of his and the Queen’s households. The Commons were particularly angered by these grants, especially when taxes voted for the war were being used to pay the debts owed by the Crown to members of the household. This meant that when the truce with France ended, the money that should have been in the war chest was not and there was thus an understandable lack of willingness among the Commons to vote for more taxes. The underfunded campaign was a disaster in the face of renewed vigour on the part of the French who captured Normandy. Therefore not only was the Suffolk faction associated with the mismanagement of royal funds, but it was also associated with humiliating losses in France.
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William Tailboys


A friend of Viscount Beaumont who played a part in local faction and disorder in Lincolnshire. He and his gang are thought to have been responsible for the deaths of three men as well as numerous assaults and robberies but his position at court and the patronage of the Duke of Suffolk protected him. In 1449 he was accused of the attempted murder of Lord Cromwell. The fall of Suffolk in 1450 left Tailboys vulnerable and he was fined £2000 for his actions against Cromwell and was imprisoned unable to pay the massive fines he owed. He continued to plot the murder of Cromwell until Cromwell’s death of natural causes in 1455. Tailboys remained a troublemaker and key Lancastrian supporter until his capture and execution after the battle of Hexham in 1464.
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There are also examples of Suffolk being untruthful and unjust. The revelation that Maine was to be handed over to the French as part of the marriage agreement between Henry and Margaret of Anjou had initially been kept secret (in the parliament of 1445, Suffolk had actually denied that there were any secret deals in the truce!) and provoked fury among the people of England when it became known. Additionally, Suffolk, like other nobles, seemed to be taking the law into his own hands when he, along with Viscount Beaumont, protected William Tailboys from prosecution for murder.
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All of this reflected badly on the King who was either blamed for taking poor advice or blamed privately for making the decisions himself. The parliament of November 1449, shocked at the losses in France, most recently that of Rouen, blamed the Duke of Suffolk and demanded his arrest. Suffolk was charged with treason and committed to the Tower of London in January 1450. As well as losses in France, he was also blamed for financial corruption, corrupting the legal system and misgovernment as well as being charged with encouraging the king of France, Charles VII, to wage war on England. The King intervened, exiling Suffolk for five years thereby sparing him a trial, but if he thought he was saving Suffolk, he was wrong, for while on his way into exile Suffolk’s ship was intercepted just off Dover by pirates and he was killed.
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Source I A description of the death of the Duke of Suffolk, 1450.


In the sight of all his men he [Suffolk] was dragged out of the great ship into the boat, and there was an axe and a block; and one of the most ignorant of the ship bade him lay down his head, and he should be fairly treated, and die by a sword; and the man took a rusty sword, and took off his head with half a dozen strokes, and took away his gown of russet and his doublet of mailed velvet and laid his body on the sands of Dover.


From the Paston Letters, 1450.
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Activity


What does the manner of Suffolk’s execution in Source I tell us about the attitude of his executioners towards him?
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Henry VI’s government had come to be dominated by a small clique with Suffolk at its heart and included the Bishops of Salisbury and Chichester and Lord Say, the treasurer. By early July 1450 they had all been killed – murdered on separate occasions by different mobs of angry men.


How well did Henry VI manage his financial resources?


Henry VI’s financial position was poor. He had limited resources and was heavily in debt as a consequence of financing a long war with France. On top of this there was a slump in European trade which seriously impacted on England’s ability to make money thus exacerbating Henry’s financial problems.


How well did Henry VI use patronage?


Patronage involved the granting of titles, lands and offices as a sign of royal favour. Through patronage, a monarch could expand his influence by gaining the support of nobles, who, in turn would distribute patronage themselves to develop their own supporters and by inference, increase support for the king. Used wisely, patronage would help to maintain a balance between the various factions and could help to keep order.


From the beginning of his majority rule, Henry showed a lack of judgement in his handling of patronage and quickly came to be taken advantage of by household members as his reputation for generosity grew. Two of his most generous examples of patronage were the endowments of Eton and King’s College in 1440 and 1443 respectively.


There were broadly two ways in which Henry’s use of patronage resulted in problems. Firstly, the state of the king’s finances, especially with the additional financial strain of war, meant that Henry could not afford to be generous. It became increasingly difficult to cover the costs of the King’s own household to the extent that he found himself having to borrow money from his nobility. In parliament, the Commons tried to persuade the King to reverse some of his grants, and in 1450 an Act of Resumption was passed in order to reclaim some of the gifts made by Henry. This was not as successful as it might have been because Henry insisted on being able to make exceptions, largely for members of his household. A further Act of Resumption was required the following year which proved more successful at regaining royal property.


[image: ]




Activity





1  What can you learn about the grants made by Henry VI from reading Sources J and K?



2  What is the meaning of Source L? Read the information in this section before Source J to help you with your answer.
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Source J A generous grant is given by Henry VI to the Priory at Walingford.


Grant to Henry Halstede, prior of the priory of Walingford, and the convent of that place, in order that they may pray for the good estate of the king and his consort Margaret, and for their souls after death, and in consideration of the kindness which they have shown the king, and that the number of monks there may increase and serve more devotedly the holy trinity by night and day, of £8 yearly from the fee-farm of the town of Walingford.


Calendar of Patent Rolls, 7 May 1445.
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Source K A grant is made to Suffolk by Henry VI.


Grant to William, Marquis of Suffolk, of the keeping of all the lands, manors, rents and services which descended to Anne, daughter and heir of Henry, late Duke of Warwick, after the death of Humphrey, Duke of Gloucester, to hold during Anne’s minority; and of the reversion of the office of constable of Dover castle and warden of the cinque ports, to hold himself or by deputy for life, with the usual wages, fees and profits.
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The ‘Gateway’ below introduces some of the key issues that you will encounter in the early part of this book. The
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/ at Orleans in 1429 as France recovered
with the help of Joan of Arc.
® Henry VI pursued a policy of peace, which
although realistic was not popular.

The legacy of Henry V

® Henry was only 34 when
he died while in France on
campaign.

® Henry V is generally
remembered as one of
England’s most successful
monarchs, bringing peace and
stability to England through
strong rule and success on the
battlefield in France.

® His legacy and reputation
would make it hard for the
next ruler to live up to.

@ The memory of Henry V

meant most in England were

loyal to his son but his legacy

was not entirely positive.

Government

® Government meant the personal rule of the
king. This created problems if the king was
weak.

® The king sought advice from his council,
which was made up of great nobles, judges
and churchmen.

® The nobles considered they were the
king's natural advisers and resented being
excluded from the council and from being
able to give advice.

® The royal household was at the centre of the
court and its role was to feed, clothe, entertain
and exhibit the king, Members of the household
also had access to the king and could therefore
influence the king and his policy.

® Parliament was made up of the Lords and
Commons. It was a royal institution and its
purpose was to assist in implementing, not
making, policy.

® The king could summon, prorogue and
dissolve parliament when he wished. It
was usually summoned because the king

needed money, particularly in times of war.

The nobility

® There was resentment from
nobles who were not rewarded
with offices and titles during
the minority and once Henry
himself ruled after 1437.

@ The King relied on the nobility
for the maintenance of law
and order in the localities.

@ The nobles’ source of power
was land.

@ The nobles were expected to
provide soldiers for the king,
but it also meant that they
kept retainers and thus had
their own private armies which
they could use to fight against
one another.

® The nobility was particularly

important in maintaining law

and order and implementing
the king's will in the more
remote areas of the kingdom.

The Church

@ The Middle Ages had seen a struggle
in much of Europe between the king
and Pope for control of the Church.

® By the fifteenth century the king of
England had won the struggle for
control. He could use the Statute
of Provisors to prevent the Pope
appointing who he wanted, or the
Statute of Praemunire to prevent
people appealing to the Pope.

® Kings could choose bishops, and it
was understood that the Pope would

not oppose the king's choice.
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