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About the Book


Like a smaller and much scruffier Greta Garbo – finally – Markham speaks!


It’s Christmas and time for the first (and almost certainly last)St Mary’s Annual Children’s Christmas Party – attendance compulsory,by order of Dr Bairstow. Discovered practising his illegal reindeer dance and poo-dropping routine, our hero, along with fellow disaster-magnets Peterson and Maxwell, is despatched to Anglo-Saxon England to discover the truth about Alfred and the cakes.


In his own words, our hero reveals Major Guthrie’s six-point guide to a successful assignment and the Security Section’s true opinion of the History Department. And of historians in general.And of one historian in particular.


And, just to be clear, it is time travel, for God’s sake. Forget all that pretentious ‘investigating major historical events in contemporary time’ rubbish.


This is history without the capital ‘H’. Because this is the way the Security Section rolls!




About Jodi Taylor


Jodi Taylor is the author of the bestselling Chronicles of St Mary's series, the story of a bunch of disaster-prone historians who investigate major historical events in contemporary time. Do NOT call it time travel!


Born in Bristol and educated in Gloucester (facts both cities vigorously deny), she spent many years with her head somewhere else, much to the dismay of family, teachers and employers, before finally deciding to put all that daydreaming to good use and pick up a pen. She still has no idea what she wants to do when she grows up.
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Dramatis Thingummy










	Mr Markham


	The hero of our story. Acting Head of the Security Section and the back end of Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer. Inventor of the yet to be patented Reindeer Poo Distribution System. Not uninvolved with the legend of Alfred burning the cakes. It’s only a short story, but he manages to pack a lot in.







	Nurse Hunter


	Markham’s beloved. Assuming the role of Tinkerbell at the upcoming children’s party.







	Dr Maxwell


	Head of the History Department and slightly dishevelled fairy. Plays a minor role in this particular epic.







	Dr Peterson


	Well, where you get Maxwell, Peterson is sure to follow.







	Dr Foster


	Discoverer of the reindeer poo-filled lift and not happy about it.







	Mr Evans


	The front end of Rudolph. Absent-minded consumer of potentially very unpleasant egg sandwiches.







	Mr Dieter


	Temporary Santa Claus. Ho ho ho!







	Chief Farrell


	Whose lap is a temporary resting place for Rudolph’s back end.







	Miss Lingoss


	Very festive with her red and gold Mohican and flashing fairy lights.







	Dr Black


	Unleashed from Thirsk University for the occasion.







	Dr Bairstow


	Director of St Mary’s.







	Twelve small children and their justifiably apprehensive parents.







	Alfred the Great


	Fighting the good fight against the Danes. Founder of the Navy. Fire minder. Failed cake watcher.







	A goodwife


	Owner of the cakes. Broom wielder. Not happy.



















My name is Markham and I am a recovering security guard.


Maxwell told me to write this report. Actually, what happened was that I visited her in her office after our last assignment and she took exception to me criticising a phrase or two of her report, and the next thing I knew her scratchpad flew across the room and hit me squarely on the back of the head and she said if I thought I could do it any better then I should write the bloody thing myself.
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