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GLOBAL PROTECTION FORCE: INTERNAL MEMO
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After successfully protecting King Tut’s priceless diadem in Egypt, Secret Agents Courage and Wisdom have decided to retire from the force.


We wish them well in their next adventures and hope that they will consider joining the GPF again soon.






[image: ]










Gerald Barter


Director, Global Protection Force























THINGS YOU’LL FIND IN EVERY BOOK





Global Protection Force (GPF): The GPF is a worldwide force of junior secret agents whose aim is to protect the world’s people, places, and possessions. It was started in 1947 by a man named Ronald Barter, who wanted to stop criminals from harming things that mattered in the world. When Ronald died, under mysterious circumstances, his son Gerald took over. The GPF’s main offices are located somewhere in the Arctic Circle.
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Watch Phone: The GPF’s Watch Phone is worn by GPF agents around their wrists. It can make and receive phone calls, send and receive messages, play videos, unlock the Secret Agent Book Bag, and track an agent’s whereabouts. The Watch Phone also carries the GPF’s Melting Ink Pen. Just push the button to the left of the screen to eject this lifesaving gadget.
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Secret Agent Book Bag: The GPF’s Secret Agent Book Bag is licensed only to GPF agents. Inside are hi-tech gadgets necessary to foil bad guys and escape certain death. To unlock and lock, all an agent has to do is place his or her thumb on the zipper. The automatic thumbprint reader will identify him or her as the owner.
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GPF Tablet: The GPF Tablet is a tablet computer used by GPF agents at home. On it, agents can access the GPF secure website, send encrypted e-mails, use the agent directory, and download mission-critical data.
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Whizzy: Whizzy is Jack’s magical miniature globe. Almost every night at 7:30 p.m., the GPF uses him to send Jack the location of his next mission. Jack’s parents don’t know that Whizzy is anything but an ordinary globe. Jack’s brother, Max, has a similar buddy on his bedside table named “Zoom.”
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The Magic Map: The Magic Map is a world map that hangs on every GPF agent’s wall. Recently, it was upgraded from wood to a hi-tech, unbreakable glass. Once an agent places the country shape in the right spot, the map lights up and transports him or her to their mission. The agent returns precisely one minute after he or she left.
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THE WORLD
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THAILAND
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DESTINATION: THAILAND
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Thailand is located in Southeast Asia. Its capital city is Bangkok, which Thai people call Krungtep.
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Thailand used to be called Siam. Siamese cats originated in Thailand.
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Elephants are sacred symbols in Thai society. They’re respected for their strength and intelligence.
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Thailand is home to the world’s smallest mammal (the bumblebee bat) and the largest fish (the whale shark).
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The official language of Thailand is Thai. Its currency is the baht.













EMERALD BUDDHA: FACTS AND FIGURES
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[image: image] The majority of Thai people practice Buddhism.


[image: image] There are more than 40,000 Buddhist temples in Thailand.


[image: image] The most famous is the Temple of the Emerald Buddha at the Grand Palace in Bangkok. Inside is a statue called the Emerald Buddha.


[image: image] The Emerald Buddha is two feet tall and made of a green, semiprecious stone.


[image: image] It wears a different gold outfit depending upon the season. The above illustration shows the Buddha in its “cool season” attire.


[image: image] Before entering the temple, you must take off your shoes.


[image: image] The Emerald Buddha is sacred to the people of Thailand. Without it, the safety, security, and spiritual well-being of the country would be in jeopardy.













SECRET AGENT PHRASEBOOK FOR THAILAND



FUN FACT: Thai language has forty-four consonants, thirty-two vowels, and five tones.
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CRYPTOGRAPHY 101



If you’re going to be a secret agent, you’ll need to disguise your top secret messages. One way to do this is to use a “Caesar cipher” (pronounced Cee-sar Si-fer).
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