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INTRODUCTION


There are few fashion houses quite like Hermès. The legacy, the prestige and the devotion to craft are as prominent today as they were when it was founded by Theirry Hermès in 1837. What began as a maker of finely crafted saddles and harnesses for the aristocracy has evolved into a global symbol of craftsmanship, elegance and enduring style. Now run by the sixth generation of the Hermès-Dumas dynasty, the fashion house is today synonymous with quality and exclusivity.


The story of Hermès begins with Thierry Hermès, a skilled harness maker who opened his workshop in Paris to cater to the needs of horse-drawn carriage owners in the 19th century. In 1922, his grandson Émile-Maurice Hermès took over the business, expanding its horizons into leather goods, fashion and accessories. Under his leadership, the company’s signature craftsmanship was introduced to new fields, and Hermès quickly became known for its luxury leather handbags, silk scarves and refined ready-to-wear collections.


The Hermès family has remained at the helm of the company for several generations, nurturing its growth and ensuring its commitment to tradition and innovation. From the introduction of the zipper into clothing, using the fastening on motor cars as inspiration, or the creation of the first bags, right down to the appointment of Jean Paul Gaultier to womenswear or the collaboration with the Apple watch, Hermès continues to seamlessly combine the classic and traditional with the groundbreaking and unexpected.


With some of the most iconic collections in the history of fashion, from Birkin and Kelly bags to revolutionary silk printed carré scarves, and inspired by everything from equestrian motifs to fantastical creatures, each design created by Hermès demonstrates the brand’s continued commitment to quality.


This little guide takes you through the history, key collections and values that have made Hermès a global icon, a patron of the arts and the symbol of timeless luxury that it is today.











[image: ]





THE FIRST 100 YEARS


FROM ITS FOUNDING IN 1837, HERMÈS HAS REMAINED ONE OF THE FEW FASHION HOUSES, NAY BUSINESSES, TO STILL BE RUN BY ITS FOUNDER’S DESCENDANTS NEARLY TWO CENTURIES LATER.


THIS BLEND OF TRADITIONALISM AND ITS EMBRACE OF FRESH IDEAS WITH EACH NEW GENERATION MAKES HERMÈS A TRULY UNIQUE ENTERPRISE.








The story of Hermès begins over 220 years ago with the birth of Thierry Hermès in 1801.


The sixth child of a French mother and a German father, Thierry was raised in Krefeld, Germany, which was a part of Napoleon’s First Republic at the time.







Renowned for its textiles industry, Krefeld was also known as Stadt wie samt und seide, or “the city of velvet and silk”.
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The world is divided into two: those who know how to use tools, and those who do not.
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Jean-Louis Dumas


Former Hermès CEO and Thierry Hermès’ great-great-great-grandson, vanityfair.com, August 27, 2007





After losing his entire family to disease and war, Thierry moved to France in 1821 as an orphan.


Gifted in leatherworking, he opened a saddle and harness shop in the Parisian neighbourhood of Grands Boulevards in 1837.
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The freedom to create, the constant quest for beautiful materials, and the transmission of exceptional know-how – which enable the creation of useful and elegant objects, which stand the test of time – forge the uniqueness of Hermès.
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