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Introduction







About this book


This revision guide has been written to help you in preparing for the Common Entrance Examination at 13+ and assumes that you are revising this material, not learning it for the first time. It is divided into four main parts – one section for each of the three levels in the exam, and a vocabulary section, giving all the words you need to learn for each level. If you are intending to take Level 1 of the exam, you do not need to revise the Level 2 and Level 3 sections; if you are intending to take Level 2, you do not need to revise the Level 3 section. Those taking Level 3 need to revise all sections in this book.


Throughout the book, you will find the following:
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Revision tip


Revision tips will provide guidance to help you revise.
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Exam-style questions


You can use these to practise the kinds of question that you will see in the exam. However, these are not full sample questions that you will come across in the exam – see the next section of the Introduction to see how the four questions are structured and how the marks are allocated. There are answers near the end of the book.
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Test yourself


These will allow you to check that you have learnt the section properly. There are answers near the end of the book.
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Located towards the end of each chapter, ‘Make sure you know’ sections contain a summary of what you should have learned. Make sure that you keep track of what you have and have not covered and keep practising anything you are unsure of.







The syllabus and your exams


For CE Latin, you will sit an exam lasting one hour. You will choose one of the three levels, Level 1, Level 2 or Level 3, as agreed with your teacher.


The format of each level is the same, but the material gets harder. In each level, there are four questions worth a total of 75 marks, as follows:




Question 1 (15 marks)


A short passage of Latin will be set, on which you will be asked to answer eight to ten questions, testing your understanding of the passage. You will not be expected to write a translation of the passage, but clearly you need to have translated it in your head in order to answer the questions.







Question 2 (30 marks)


Another, slightly longer passage will be set, continuing the story from the passage in Question 1. You will be asked to translate this passage, writing your translation on alternate lines.








Question 3 (10 marks)



Another short passage of Latin will be set, continuing the story from the earlier two passages. Questions will be set, testing your knowledge of Latin grammar and how the language works. You will not be asked to translate this passage, but, as with Question 1, you will find it difficult to answer the questions unless you have translated it for yourself.


There are several different question types. Here are some examples:




	
•  From the passage give, in Latin, one example of: an adjective, a preposition followed by the accusative, a noun in the genitive, a verb in the imperfect tense, etc.


	
•  erat (line 2). In which tense is this verb? What is the first person singular of the present tense of this verb?


	
•  pueros (line 4). In which case is this noun? Why is this case used?


	
•  vocaverunt (line 5). What does this word mean? What is the connection between vocaverunt and the English word vocation?


	
•  necat (line 5) means he kills. How would you say in Latin he was killing (imperfect tense)?





Most candidates lose the majority of their marks on Question 3 by falling into the trap of thinking they do not need to translate the passage. They simply guess the answers. To answer a question such as ‘in which case is the word templum in line 3?’, you have to have translated the sentence in which the word templum appears. Otherwise you will simply be guessing, particularly with a word such as templum, which could be any of nominative, vocative or accusative singular.







Question 4 (20 marks)


You will be given four sentences to translate into Latin, using the vocabulary prescribed for English to Latin (see pages 72–80).


The total for the examination is 75 marks, and this will be expressed as a percentage. In this book, exam-style questions are given which give practice on the material being revised. The format of these questions is, where possible, designed to match that of the exam, but as they are often not complete exam questions, the marks allocated may differ from those in the exam itself. Where a particular topic is being revised, Latin sentences may be given for translation, rather than (or as well as) a passage of Latin.










A note on slavery


There are multiple references to masters and slaves in this book. These are key words for students to learn in Latin – they are in the ISEB’s specification, so could appear in examination papers. However, slavery is a challenging topic, and it is important that it is approached with sensitivity. Students should be taught about the prevalence of slavery in the Roman world alongside the impact slavery has had (and still has) upon today’s world.







Tips on revising




	
•  Give your brain plenty of oxygen: get fresh air and exercise if you can. This will help you revise more effectively.


	
•  Eat healthy food while you are revising. Your brain works better when you give it good fuel.


	
•  Think positively. Give your brain positive messages so that it will want to study.


	
•  Keep as calm as possible. Your brain operates more effectively when it is less stressed.


	
•  Take regular breaks during your study time.


	
•  Try to get enough sleep. Your brain will carry on sorting out what you have revised while you sleep.







Get the most from your revision




	
•  Don’t work for hours without a break. Revise for 20–30 minutes, then take a five-minute break.


	
•  Do good things in your breaks: listen to your favourite music, eat healthy food, drink some water, do some exercise or juggle. Don’t read a book, watch TV or play on the computer; it will conflict with what your brain is trying to learn.


	
•  When you go back to your revision, review what you have just learnt.


	
•  Regularly review the material you have learnt.










Get motivated




	
•  Set yourself some goals and promise yourself a treat when the exams are over.


	
•  Make the most of all the expertise and talent available to you at school and at home. If you don’t understand something, ask your teacher to explain.


	
•  Get organised. Find a quiet place to revise and make sure you have all the equipment you need.


	
•  Use year and weekly planners to help you organise your time so that you revise all subjects equally. (Available for download from www.galorepark.co.uk.)


	
•  Use topic and subject checklists to help you keep on top of what you are revising. (Available for download from www.galorepark.co.uk.)










Know what to expect in the exam




	
•  Use past papers to familiarise yourself with the format of the exam.


	
•  Make sure you understand the language examiners use.










Before the exam




	
•  Have all your equipment and pens ready the night before.


	
•  Make sure you are at your best by getting a good night’s sleep before the exam.


	
•  Have a good breakfast in the morning.


	
•  Take some water into the exam if you are allowed.


	
•  Think positively and try to keep calm.










During the exam




	
•  Have a watch on your desk. Work out how much time you need to allocate to each question and try to stick to it.


	
•  Make sure you read and understand the instructions on the front of the exam paper.


	
•  Allow some time at the start to read and consider the questions carefully before writing anything.


	
•  Read every question at least twice. Don’t rush into answering before you have a chance to think about it.


	
•  Leave yourself a little time at the end to check over your work.




















Level 1


1 Chapter 1







1.1 Verbs: present tense


Verbs are the key to every sentence – they tell us what is happening.


Latin verbs are made up of a stem, which tells us what is being done, and an ending, which tells us who is doing it and when.


Verbs have three persons in the singular and three in the plural:






	1st person singular

	I






	2nd person singular

	You (sing.)






	3rd person singular

	He/she/it






	1st person plural

	We






	2nd person plural

	You (pl.)






	3rd person plural

	They







Verbs have a number of different tenses, which relate to when the action is happening. For Level 1, you need to know three of these: present, imperfect and perfect.


Verbs change their endings in different ways to form the different tenses, depending on the conjugation to which they belong. There are five regular conjugations to revise and in the present tense, these go as follows:






	1st

	2nd

	3rd

	4th

	Mixed






	
amare = to love

	
monere = to warn

	
regere = to rule

	
audire = to hear

	
capere = to capture






	am-o

	mone-o

	reg-o

	audi-o

	cap-io






	ama-s

	mone-s

	reg-is

	audi-s

	cap-is






	ama-t

	mone-t

	reg-it

	audi-t

	cap-it






	ama-mus

	mone-mus

	reg-imus

	audi-mus

	cap-imus






	ama-tis

	mone-tis

	reg-itis

	audi-tis

	cap-itis






	ama-nt

	mone-nt

	reg-unt

	audi-unt

	cap-iunt







In many vocabularies, and in Common Entrance exam papers, a verb is usually shown with the number of the conjugation in brackets. Thus amo is written amo (1), moneo is written as moneo (2), and so on. Note that the mixed conjugation is shown as (3½).


When translating a Latin verb into English, always read it backwards! The ending tells you who, and the stem tells you what:
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Revision tip


The present tense endings of all these verbs are very similar, following the same basic pattern of -o, -s, -t, -mus, -tis, -nt.
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1.2 Present infinitive


The present infinitive of a regular verb is easy to spot because it ends in -re:


amare = to love


audire = to hear


monere = to warn


capere = to capture


regere = to rule
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Revision tip


You will never find a present infinitive on its own; it will always be used with another verb and, because of the way Latin word order works, will generally come before that other verb:
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Exam-style questions


Try these for yourself. The answers are given at the back of the book.




	  1.1  Answer the following questions:



	
a)  festinat. In which tense is this verb? What is its 1st person singular, present tense?

(2)




	
b)  consumit. This verb means he eats. What change would you have to make to consumit if you wished to write they eat?

(1)




	
c)  scribere. What part of which verb is this? What does it mean?

(2)




	
d)  dormiunt. This verb means they sleep. Explain the connection between dormiunt and the English word dormitory.

(1)




	
e)  habitamus. What part of which verb is this?

(1)









	  1.2  Translate the following into Latin:



	
a)  He builds.

(1)




	
b)  We shout.

(1)




	
c)  You (sing.) destroy.

(1)




	
d)  They have.

(1)




	
e)  You (pl.) fear.

(1)











Total marks: 12
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Revision tip


When translating a verb into Latin, be sure to identify which conjugation the Latin verb belongs to (the conjugation number is given in brackets). Then follow the correct endings for that conjugation. If in doubt, refer back to Chapter 1.1.
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1.3 Nouns


Nouns in Latin, like verbs, are made up of a stem and an ending. The stem tells us what the noun is and the ending tells us how it is being used in the sentence.


Nouns may be one of three genders: they can be masculine (male), feminine (female) or neuter (neither).


Nouns have two numbers: they can be singular (just one) or plural (more than one).


Nouns are found in one of six cases, whose main uses are as follows:






	Nominative

	used for the subject






	Vocative

	used for addressing






	Accusative

	used for the object






	Genitive

	used for ‘of’






	Dative

	used for ‘to/for’






	Ablative

	used for ‘by/with/from’







Nouns belong to groups called declensions, which change their endings in the same way.


For Level 1 you need to know the first two declensions.







1.4 Nouns: 1st declension


1st declension (mainly feminine)






	
puella, puellae, f. = girl

	Singular

	Plural






	Nominative

	puell-a

	puell-ae






	Vocative

	puell-a

	puell-ae






	Accusative

	puell-am

	puell-as






	Genitive

	puell-ae

	puell-arum






	Dative

	puell-ae

	puell-is






	Ablative

	puell-a

	puell-is







Notice how, when a noun is listed in a vocabulary list or in a table like the one above, it is shown with its nominative singular, its genitive singular, its gender and its meaning. There is a good reason for doing things in this way, which will become apparent later.







1.5 Nouns: 2nd declension


2nd declension (mainly masculine)






	
dominus, domini, m. = lord/master

	Singular

	Plural






	Nominative

	domin-us

	domin-i






	Vocative

	domin-e

	domin-i






	Accusative

	domin-um

	domin-os






	Genitive

	domin-i

	domin-orum






	Dative

	domin-o

	domin-is






	Ablative

	domin-o

	domin-is







2nd declension (neuter)






	
bellum, belli, n. = war

	Singular

	Plural






	Nominative

	bell-um

	bell-a






	Vocative

	bell-um

	bell-a






	Accusative

	bell-um

	bell-a






	Genitive

	bell-i

	bell-orum






	Dative

	bell-o

	bell-is






	Ablative

	bell-o

	bell-is
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Revision tip


Almost all nouns that go like puella are feminine. The ones you need to know for Level 1 that are masculine are:


agricola = farmer


incola = inhabitant


nauta = sailor


All nouns that you need for Level 1 that go like dominus are masculine.


All nouns that go like bellum are neuter.
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1.6 Subjects and objects


The subject of a sentence is the person or thing doing the verb. The object is the person or thing having the verb done to him/her/it.






	subject

	verb

	object






	The girl

	sees

	the farmer






	The farmers

	watch

	the slaves







In Latin, the subject goes in the nominative case, the object goes in the accusative case and the verb goes at the end.






	subject

	object

	verb






	puella

	agricolam

	videt






	agricolae

	servos

	spectant
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Revision tip


In Latin it is the ending of the noun, not the word order of the sentence, that tells us whether a noun is the subject or the object.


amici ludunt. = The friends play. (Note that amici is the subject.)


amicos spectant. = They watch the friends. (Note that amicos is the object.)
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Exam-style questions




	  1.3  Answer the following:



	
a)  Give the accusative singular of hasta, -ae, f. = spear.

(1)




	
b)  Give the genitive plural and dative singular of unda, -ae, f. = wave.

(2)




	
c)  amicos. Which case of which noun is this? Translate it.

(2)




	
d)  pericula (acc.) means dangers. What change would you have to make to pericula if you were to write danger (acc.)?

(1)




	
e)  vinum means wine. Explain the connection between vinum and the English word vine.

(1)









	  1.4  Translate into English:



	
a)  incolae patriam amant.

(3)




	
b)  nauta muros aedificat.

(3)




	
c)  servi cibum parant.

(3)




	
d)  sagittas et gladios habent.

(4)




	
e)  ventum et turbas timemus.

(4)









	  1.5  Translate into Latin:



	
a)  The queen watches the women.

(3)




	
b)  The master enters the town.

(3)




	
c)  The friends carry the wine.

(3)




	
d)  She prepares the dinner.

(2)












Total marks: 35
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Revision tip


Sometimes a sentence seems to have no subject. Don’t panic – either you haven’t looked properly or, more likely, the subject of the sentence is ‘in the verb’. If a sentence has no noun in the nominative case, the subject must be a pronoun (I, you, he, etc.) and will be found tucked up inside the ending of the verb. A good example of this is in question 1.4 d) above, where the subject is ‘they’.
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1.7 Nouns like puer and magister


A few 2nd declension nouns end in -er and go like puer or magister:






	
puer, pueri, m. = boy

	Singular

	Plural






	Nominative

	puer

	puer-i






	Vocative

	puer

	puer-i






	Accusative

	puer-um

	puer-os






	Genitive

	puer-i

	puer-orum






	Dative

	puer-o

	puer-is






	Ablative

	puer-o

	puer-is











	
magister, magistri, m. = teacher/master

	Singular

	Plural






	Nominative

	magister

	magistr-i






	Vocative

	magister

	magistr-i






	Accusative

	magistr-um

	magistr-os






	Genitive
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