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For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.


—


Ephesians 2:8-9 Holman CSB
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Introduction


God does not change, but we human beings are in a constant state of flux. So, we experience differing shades of grace depending upon our own unique personalities and our own particular circumstances. Yet, even though we may experience God’s gifts in different ways, nothing can alter the fact that God is steadfast today, tomorrow, and forever.


You inhabit a world that glorifies (and values) things that are temporary (wealth, physical appearance, fame, and youth, for starters), but your heavenly Father knows better. He glorifies women who build their lives on the things that are eternal: God’s love, God’s grace, God’s promises, God’s Son, and the priceless gift of eternal life through Him.


How desperately our world needs Christian women who are willing to honor God with their praise, their prayers, and their service. Hopefully, you are determined to be such a woman—a woman who walks in wisdom as she offers counsel and direction to her family, to her friends, and to her coworkers.


In your hands, you hold a book that contains 50 devotional readings about God’s love and God’s grace. During the next 50 days, please try this experiment: read a chapter each day. If you’re already committed to a daily worship time, this book will enrich that experience. If you are not, the simple act of giving God a few minutes each morning will change the direction and the quality of your life.


As you consider your own circumstances, remember this: whatever the size of your challenge, whatever the scope of your problem, God is bigger. Much bigger. He will instruct you, protect you, energize you, and heal you if you let Him. So let Him. Pray fervently, listen carefully, work diligently, and treat every single day as an opportunity for praise and worship because that’s precisely what every day can be … and should be.




DAY 1


Shades of Grace


For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of God, being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus….


Romans 3:23-24 NKJV


We human beings are similar in many ways, but each of us is unique. Each of us possesses a unique array of talents and opportunities gifted from the Father above. Because of our uniqueness, we all experience God’s grace in somewhat different ways—we experience different shades of grace depending upon our own circumstances, our own temperaments, and our own personal histories. For example, the fidgety sixteen-year-old runaway who accepts Christ may experience a different collection of emotions than the mature 80-year-old grandmother who has spent the last seven decades in the service of her Heavenly Father. But even though we mortals experience God’s grace in different ways, nothing can alter the fact that God is unchanging, and so, for that matter, are His promises.


Romans 3:23 reminds us that all of us fall short of the glory of God. Yet despite our imperfections and despite our shortcomings, God sent His Son so that we might be redeemed from our sins. In doing so, our Heavenly Father demonstrated His infinite mercy and His infinite love.


Christ sacrificed His life on the cross so that we might have eternal life. This gift, freely given from God’s only begotten Son, is the priceless possession of everyone who accepts Him as Lord and Savior. We return our Savior’s love by welcoming Him into our hearts and sharing His message and His love. When we do so, we are blessed here on earth and throughout all eternity.


God is the giver, and we are the receivers. And His richest gifts are bestowed not upon those who do the greatest things, but upon those who accept His abundance and His grace.


Hannah Whitall Smith


God’s grace and power seem to reach their peak when we are at our weakest point.


Anne Graham Lotz


We will never cease to need our Father—His wisdom, direction, help, and support. We will never outgrow Him. We will always need His grace.


Kay Arthur


A prayerful heart and an obedient heart will learn, very slowly and not without sorrow, to stake everything on God Himself.


Elisabeth Elliot


The Lord’s chief desire is to reveal Himself to you and, in order for Him to do that, He gives you abundant grace. The Lord gives you the experience of enjoying His presence. He touches you, and His touch is so delightful that, more than ever, you are drawn inwardly to Him.


Madame Jeanne Guyon


There is no secret that can separate you from God’s love; there is no secret that can separate you from His blessings; there is no secret that is worth keeping from His grace.


Serita Ann Jakes


MORE FROM GOD’S WORD


But God, who is abundant in mercy, because of His great love that He had for us, made us alive with the Messiah even though we were dead in trespasses. By grace you are saved!


Ephesians 2:4-5 HCSB


My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in weakness.


2 Corinthians 12:9 NKJV


For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast.


Ephesians 2:8-9 HCSB


Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us hold on to grace. By it, we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and awe.


Hebrews 12:28 HCSB


The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and great in faithful love. The Lord is good to everyone; His compassion [rests] on all He has made.


Psalm 145:8-9 HCSB


For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.


Psalm 100:5 NKJV




SHADES OF GRACE


Number one, God brought me here. It is by His will that I am in this place. In that fact I will rest. Number two, He will keep me here in His love and give me grace to behave as His child. Number three, He will make the trial a blessing, teaching me the lessons He intends for me to learn and working in me the grace He means to bestow. Number four, in His good time He can bring me out again. How and when, He knows. So, let me say I am here.


Andrew Murray





A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Dear Lord, You have offered Your grace freely through Christ Jesus. I praise You for that priceless gift. Let me share the good news of Your Son with a world that desperately needs His peace, His abundance, His love, and His salvation. Amen




DAY 2


Experiencing Christ’s Love


For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


Romans 8:38-39 NKJV


How much does Christ love us? More than we, as mere mortals, can comprehend. His love is perfect and steadfast. Even though we are fallible and wayward, the Good Shepherd cares for us still. Even though we have fallen far short of the Father’s commandments, Christ loves us with a power and depth that are beyond our understanding. The sacrifice that Jesus made upon the cross was made for each of us, and His love endures to the edge of eternity and beyond.


Christ is the ultimate Savior of mankind and the personal Savior of those who believe in Him. As His servants, we should place Him at the very center of our lives. And, every day that God gives us breath, we should share Christ’s love and His message with a world that needs both.


Christ’s love changes everything. When you accept His gift of grace, you are transformed, not only for today, but also for all eternity. If you haven’t already done so, accept Jesus Christ as your Savior. He’s waiting patiently for you to invite Him into your heart. Please don’t make Him wait a single minute longer.


It is when we come to the Lord in our nothingness, our powerlessness and our helplessness that He then enables us to love in a way which, without Him, would be absolutely impossible.


Elisabeth Elliot


The love of Christ is a fierce thing. It can take the picture you have of yourself and burn it in the fire of His loving eyes, replacing it with a true masterpiece.


Sheila Walsh


Live your lives in love, the same sort of love which Christ gives us, and which He perfectly expressed when He gave Himself as a sacrifice to God.


Corrie ten Boom


Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine!


Fanny Crosby


Christ is with us, and the warmth is contagious.


Joni Eareckson Tada


To a world that was spiritually dry and populated with parched lives scorched by sin, Jesus was the Living Water who would quench the thirsty soul, saving it from “bondage” and filling it with satisfaction and joy and purpose and meaning.


Anne Graham Lotz


When we are in a situation where Jesus is all we have, we soon discover He is all we really need.


Gigi Graham Tchividjian


MORE FROM GOD’S WORD


I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.


John 10:11 HCSB


But God proves His own love for us in that while we were still sinners Christ died for us!


Romans 5:8 HCSB


No one has greater love than this, that someone would lay down his life for his friends.


John 15:13 HCSB


Who can separate us from the love of Christ? Can affliction or anguish or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than victorious through Him who loved us.


Romans 8:35,37 HCSB


Just as the Father has loved Me, I also have loved you. Remain in My love.


John 15:9 HCSB


If anyone thirsts, let him come to Me and drink.


John 7:37 NKJV


In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.


John 16:33 NIV




SHADES OF GRACE


It is because of God’s loving grace that Jesus died on the cross for our sins so we could experience an eternal relationship with Him.


Bill Bright





A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Dear Jesus, I praise You for Your Love, a love that never ends. Today, I will return Your love and I will share it with the world. Amen




DAY 3


Praise Him and Thank Him


Our prayers for you are always spilling over into thanksgivings. We can’t quit thanking God our Father and Jesus our Messiah for you!


Colossians 1:3 MSG


Sometimes, life can be complicated, demanding, and busy. When the demands of life leave us rushing from place to place with scarcely a moment to spare, we may fail to pause and say a word of thanks for all the good things we’ve received. But when we fail to count our blessings, we rob ourselves of the happiness, the peace, and the gratitude that should rightfully be ours.


Today, even if you’re busily engaged in life, slow down long enough to start counting your blessings. You most certainly will not be able to count them all, but take a few moments to jot down as many blessings as you can. Then, give thanks to the Giver of all good things: God. His love for you is eternal, as are His gifts. And it’s never too soon—or too late—to offer Him thanks.


The best way to show my gratitude to God is to accept everything, even my problems, with joy.


Mother Teresa


The act of thanksgiving is a demonstration of the fact that you are going to trust and believe God.


Kay Arthur


The game was to just find something about everything to be glad about—no matter what it was. You see, when you’re hunting for the glad things, you sort of forget the other kind.


Eleanor H. Porter


God is worthy of our praise and is pleased when we come before Him with thanksgiving.


Shirley Dobson


God has promised that if we harvest well with the tools of thanksgiving, there will be seeds for planting in the spring.


Gloria Gaither


MORE FROM GOD’S WORD


Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.


2 Corinthians 9:15 HCSB


Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, walk in Him, rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.


Colossians 2:6-7 HCSB


Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, and into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name. For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, and His truth endures to all generations.


Psalm 100:4-5 NKJV


And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.


Colossians 3:17 HCSB


I will thank you, Lord, with all my heart; I will tell of all the marvelous things you have done. I will be filled with joy because of you. I will sing praises to your name, O Most High.


Psalm 9:1-2 NLT


And those who have reason to be thankful should continually sing praises to the Lord.


James 5:13 NLT




SHADES OF GRACE


Grace and gratitude belong together like heaven and earth. Grace evokes gratitude like the voice of an echo. Gratitude follows grace as thunder follows lightning.


Karl Barth





A PRAYER FOR TODAY


Heavenly Father, Your gifts are greater than I can imagine. May I live each day with thanksgiving in my heart and praise on my lips. Thank You for the gift of Your Son and for the promise of eternal life. Let me share the joyous news of Jesus Christ, and let my life be a testimony to His love and His grace. Amen
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