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  Context


  Ann Brashares was born in Alexandria, Virginia, in the late 1960s (the exact date has not been made public). She grew up in Chevy Chase, Maryland, with three brothers. She attended Sidwell Friends, a Quaker school in Washington, D.C. Always a thoughtful child, she studied philosophy at Barnard College, where she met Jacob Collins, a painter who would become her husband. After graduating in 1989, she began working as a children’s book editor in New York City, where she often wrote nonfiction books when she couldn’t find another author to do it. Her nonfiction publications include Linus Torvalds: Software Rebel (2001) and Steve Jobs: Thinks Different (2001). She worked as an editor for more than ten years.


  Brashares got the idea for The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants while she was co-president of Alloy Entertainment, a book packager focused mainly on children’s and young adult fiction. Her coworker, an editor named Jodi Anderson, told Brashares stories about sharing a pair of pants with her girlfriends when she was a teenager. The path of the idea from Anderson to Brashares is murky, and two sides of the story exist. One story alleges that Brashares, who had always wanted to be a writer and always had a rich imagination, began spinning the tale around in her mind. With Anderson’s agreement, Brashares created a storyline and characters, ultimately selling the proposal and writing the book herself. The other story contends that Anderson created the proposal, believing that she would author the book, only to have the proposal accepted and another writer—Brashares—selected. In the world of book packaging, stories are often thought up by more than one person. Some or all of these people then write an outline and develop the characters, and the book itself is usually written by someone else entirely. In interviews, Brashares adheres to the first explanation of how she came to author Traveling Pants. But according to an article in the New York Observer in May 2006, the second explanation is actually what happened. Although the conflict hasn’t had an effect on the popularity and fame of the series or Brashares, it shows the often-complicated way that young adult novels are created, written, and published.


  The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants was an immediate success upon publication. The “magic” pants, the girls’ enviable friendship, the characters’ unique personalities and family situations, and Brashares’s pitch-perfect rendering of teenagers’ experiences and feelings touched readers and critics, and the novel wound up on the New York Times bestseller list. The American Library Association put it on its Top 10 list of books for young adults, and it was second on the children’s book list in Publishers Weekly. In 2002, it won the Book Sense Book of the Year Award for children’s literature. In 2005, The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants was made into a movie directed by Ken Kwapis, starring Alexis Bledel (of Gilmore Girls fame), America Ferrara, Blake Lively, and Amber Tamblyn.


  The remarkable success of The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants and the variety of issues it addresses, including sexuality, friendship, and growing up, have led Brashares to be compared with Judy Blume, another best-selling young-adult fiction writer whose novels address sensitive issues connected with girls’ experiences of adolescence. The novel’s success has also been compared to that of the Harry Potter series by J. K. Rowling, since both Brashares and Rowling have managed to capture the interest of children and adults alike.


  Brashares claims that she did not base the girls on her own friends, although she admits that the characters are composites of people she knows. She relates most to Carmen, who is Catholic, like Brashares, and whose parents, like Brashares’s, are divorced. Brashares, who set large chunks of the novel in Baja California, Mexico, and Oia, Greece, never visited those places before writing about them. Instead, she did research, looked at pictures, and imagined them thoroughly.


  The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants is the first in a series of four books written by Brashares that follows Carmen, Tibby, Lena, and Bridget through the summers of their friendship: The Second Summer of the Sisterhood (2003), Girls in Pants: The Third Summer of the Sisterhood (2005), and Forever in Blue: The Fourth Summer of the Sisterhood (2007). Brashares is also the author of a novel for adults, The Girl of Lost Things (2006). She lives in Brooklyn, New York, with her husband, two sons, and a daughter.


  Plot Overview


  Carmen buys a pair of jeans at a thrift shop. Magically, the pants fit Carmen and her three best friends, Lena, Tibby, and Bridget, equally, even though the girls have very different bodies. The girls, who “met” before birth when their mothers were in a prenatal aerobics class together, are spending this summer apart—their first significant separation. Carmen will go to South Carolina to spend the summer with her father. Lena will go to Greece with her sister, Effie, to spend the summer with their grandparents. Bridget will spend the summer at soccer camp in Baja California, Mexico. Only Tibby will stay home in Bethesda, Maryland, to work at Wallman’s, a superstore. Before each girl sets off to her summer destination, they have a friendship ceremony at Gilda’s gym, where their mothers met so many years ago. To stay close while they’re apart, they vow to send the pants—which they call the Traveling Pants—to one another throughout the summer.


  Tibby immediately hates Wallman’s and decides to make a “suckumentary” about her summer, since she knows she’ll continue to hate everything and everyone. Meanwhile, Carmen is devastated in South Carolina when her father surprises her with big news: he’s engaged, and his fiancée, Lydia, has two teenage stepchildren, Paul and Krista. Carmen, who is half Puerto Rican, feels out of place in this new family. In Greece, Lena’s grandmother tries to set her up with a Greek boy named Kostos, but Lena wants nothing to do with him. She doesn’t trust any boys and assumes that if Kostos likes her, it’ll be only because she’s beautiful. Bridget develops a crush on Eric, a coach at soccer camp.


  One day at work, Tibby sees a young girl collapses in the store and rides with her in the ambulance. In the days that follow, she meets the girl, whose name is Bailey, a few more times. Bailey is twelve and has leukemia. She’s fascinated with Tibby’s film, and Tibby reluctantly lets her start helping. In South Carolina, Carmen does not settle in well. She hates the new family, and she’s rude to everyone, even when she finds out that Lydia’s ex-husband was an alcoholic. She’s sick of hearing everyone talk about her father’s upcoming wedding. Meanwhile, Bridget starts flirting relentlessly with Eric, trying to get him to notice her even though he’s older than she is and a coach. She convinces a few of her new friends to sneak to a nearby bar with her one night, where she dances with Eric. When she plays soccer, she plays too aggressively, angering her coach.


  In Greece, Lena spends her days painting, walking, and trying to get closer to her grandparents. One day, she goes skinny-dipping in a beautiful, isolated pond—and Kostos sees her. She assumes he was spying on her and storms home angrily, her clothes askew. She doesn’t correct her grandparents when they assume that Kostos attacked her, and her grandfather punches Kostos’s grandfather. Still, Lena can’t bring herself to tell the truth about what happened. She’s surprised to find that she’s upset when Kostos starts ignoring her.


  Tibby and Bailey interview a video game player named Brian McBrian, and Tibby finds him more interesting than she expected to. Next, they interview Margaret, a woman who has worked for years at the movie theater. Expecting to mock her, Tibby instead feels bad for Margaret, since she’s obviously very lonely. Her documentary is turning out to be different than she expected.


  Carmen goes with Lydia and Krista to try on a bridesmaid’s dress, which doesn’t fit her at all. She storms out of the shop, insulting Lydia on her way out. Later, her father and everyone else act like nothing happened, and Carmen runs out of the house. She expects her father to follow her or come out looking for her, but he doesn’t. Eventually, Carmen goes home and sees her father and his new family calmly eating dinner around the table. Enraged and jealous, Carmen throws a rock through the window, breaking it, and she then flees. She takes a bus back to Bethesda.


  Bridget sneaks to Eric’s cabin and wakes him up. He doesn’t immediately pull away from Bridget when she touches his head and chest, but eventually he tells her to leave. Bridget takes his words as encouragement. Bridget is determined to make something happen, so she visits him again at his cabin a few nights later. This time, he gives in to her, and they have an intimate encounter. Later, Bridget is very upset, and she can’t get out of bed. She’s listless for many days. On the day of the big soccer match, Bridget explodes at the coach and leaves in the middle of the game. Eric tries to comfort her about what happened between them, but Bridget is too upset.


  Carmen feels immensely guilty about what she did, but she doesn’t know how to make it right. She sends her father an envelope full of money to help fix the broken window. When she finally gathers the courage to call her father, she lets her anger come through. She tells him how hurt she is that he left her and her mother and has a new family. She decides to surprise her father, so she flies to South Carolina and goes to the church on the day of his wedding. They promise to be more honest with each other from now on.


  Lena is distracted and unable to paint, and she’s upset because Kostos has been ignoring her. She walks back to the pond, and this time she sees Kostos swimming naked. She realizes he hadn’t been spying on her that day, and that this is his secret place to swim. At home, she paints a picture of Kostos. Her grandmother tells her that, years ago, Kostos’s parents and brother were killed in a car accident.


  One day, Bailey doesn’t show up at Wallman’s to meet Tibby after her shift, which she’s done reliably all summer. Tibby is alarmed and finds out Bailey is in the hospital. When she gets there, Bailey’s mother tells Tibby that Bailey has gotten an infection and may not recover. Mimi, Tibby’s guinea pig, dies. Tibby can’t face the truth and puts Mimi’s dead body in the freezer. She begins ignoring phone calls from Bailey and Bailey’s mother. Carmen hears one of these calls and convinces Tibby to visit the hospital. Tibby finally does and sees that Bailey is not doing well. A few days later, Bailey dies. The night after the funeral, Tibby buries Mimi near Bailey’s grave.


  Effie sees Lena’s picture of Kostos and realizes that Lena is in love with him. She convinces Lena to tell Kostos how she feels, since their time in Greece is almost over. When Lena finds Kostos, she gives him a painting she did of the olive grove near the pond, and she tells him how she feels. They kiss. The next day, on the plane home from Greece, Lena decides to go to Mexico and help Bridget, who she knows can have a hard time recovering from her sadness. She gets to Mexico in time to help Bridget get home.


  When all the girls are back in Bethesda, they gather for a birthday celebration at Gilda’s. They write down their experiences on the Pants and begin reacquainting themselves with one another.


  Character List


  
    Carmen Lowell - The thoughtful friend, whose first-person narratives open and close the novel. Carmen is the most introspective of the four girls, and she recognizes the importance of their friendship more clearly than the other girls do. Half Puerto Rican and half white, Carmen lives with her mother, Christina. Her plans for spending a summer with her father, Albert, in South Carolina are ruined when she discovers that Albert is engaged to a woman with two teenage children, all of them blond.

  


  
    Tibby Tomko-Rollins - The rebellious, sarcastic friend who learns valuable life lessons thanks to her young friend, Bailey. Tibby is the only friend who stays home in Bethesda, Maryland, for the summer, and she has a healthy dose of scorn ready for all the people from her hometown, whom she sees as ridiculous losers. She spends her time working at Wallman’s and working on her documentary with Bailey. Tibby eventually learns to look beyond people’s exteriors and see what’s inside.

  


  
    Bridget Vreeland - The athletic, daring friend who spends the summer at soccer camp in Baja California, Mexico. Bridget is impulsive, courageous, and a little reckless, but her extroversion and high spirits help her to make friends easily. She’s an ace soccer player, but she can sometimes be too aggressive, and she is often scolded for not being a team player. Bridget falls in love with a coach named Eric, an experience that leaves her devastated. Bridget’s mother died (probably a suicide) many years ago.

  


  
    Lena Karigalis - The shy, beautiful friend who travels to Oia, Greece, to spend the summer with her grandparents. Lena is introverted and quiet, happiest when she can spend time alone and paint. She distrusts all boys, certain they like her only for her looks, and she automatically writes off Kostos, the Greek boy her grandmother tries to set her up with. Her inability to open up to people leads her to make a confusing mess out of an unexpected encounter she has with Kostos. Fearing she’ll be alone forever, she eventually forces herself to tell Kostos she likes him.

  


  
    Christina - Carmen’s mother, who works as a legal secretary. Though Carmen fights with her a lot, Christina is always there for her and helps Carmen to understand why she’s unwilling to get mad at her father.

  


  
    Albert - Carmen’s father. Albert failed to tell Carmen he was engaged and that he’d moved to a new house, thinking it’d be best to tell her in person. However, his efforts to spare Carmen pain actually make things worse. He doesn’t know how to communicate effectively with Carmen, preferring instead to just pretend everything is okay.

  


  
    Lydia - Albert’s fiancée and Carmen’s soon-to-be stepmother. Lydia is obsessed with planning her wedding, because she didn’t have a real wedding the first time around. Her ex-husband is a recovering alcoholic. Lydia does her best to be kind to Carmen, but she struggles to truly connect with her.
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