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A note about spelling: We have followed IB house style for spelling of certain words, using –ize rather than –ise; and vice versa.


There is a widespread belief that -ize is American English and that British English should use the –ise forms, but for certain verbs/words both endings are correct in British English. The important thing to remember is to be consistent in a piece of writing.


You can find out more information here: http://blog.oxforddictionaries.com/2011/03/ize-or-ise/


A note about command terms: There are five specific command terms for language acquisition – analyse, evaluate, identify, interpret and synthesize. We have emboldened these five command terms in the book, alongside the wider MYP command terms, so that you familiarise yourself with these terms.
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How to use this book



Welcome to Hodder Education’s MYP by Concept Series! Each chapter is designed to lead you through an inquiry into the concepts of Language acquisition, and how they interact in real-life global contexts.
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KEY WORDS


Key words are included to give you access to vocabulary for the topic. Glossary terms are highlighted and, where applicable, search terms are given to encourage independent learning and research skills.
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As you explore, activities suggest ways to learn through action.
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ATL


Activities are designed to develop your Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:


Some activities are formative as they allow you to practise certain parts of the MYP Language acquisition Assessment Objectives. Other activities can be used by you or your teachers to assess your achievement summatively against all parts of an assessment objective.
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Key Approaches to Learning skills for MYP Language acquisition are highlighted whenever we encounter them.
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Hint


In some of the activities, we provide hints to help you work on the assignment. This also introduces you to the new Hint feature in the on-screen assessment.
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Definitions are included for important terms and information boxes are included to give background information, more detail and explanation.
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EXTENSION


Extension activities allow you to explore a topic further.
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Take action




•  While the book provides opportunities for action and plenty of content to enrich the conceptual relationships, you must be an active part of this process. Guidance is given to help you with your own research, including how to carry out research, guidance on forming your own research question, as well as linking and developing your study of Language acquisition to the global issues in our twenty-first-century world.
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You are prompted to consider your conceptual understanding in a variety of activities throughout each chapter.
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Links to:


Like any other subject, Language acquisition is just one part of our bigger picture of the world. Links to other subjects are discussed.
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We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Each chapter has an IB learner profile attribute as its theme, and you are encouraged to reflect on these too.
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Finally, at the end of the chapter you are asked to reflect back on what you have learnt with our Reflection table, maybe to think of new questions brought to light by your learning.
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  Connections  


  Structure; Empathy  


  Globalization and sustainability  



1 What’s in a neighbourhood?


The conventions and structure of our different communities connect us to the world, allowing us to share different interests and values.
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IN THIS CHAPTER, WE WILL …





•  Find out about our communities, neighbourhoods and where people live.



•  Explore our perceptions of our own communities and compare these with a community in another part of the world.



•  Take action to be actively involved and be inspired to create change in our school and communities.
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CONSIDER THESE QUESTIONS:


Factual: What is a community? What communities are you part of? What is a neighbourhood? What is your neighbourhood called? Where do you live? Who do you live with? What kinds of places are in your neighbourhood?


Conceptual: How many different communities are there in your neighbourhood? Do we belong to just one community? What type of home do you live in?


Debatable: How do the different communities we belong to influence our interests and values? Does your community influence your way of thinking?


Now share and compare your thoughts and ideas with your partner, or with the whole class.
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These Approaches to Learning (ATL) skills will be useful …




•  Information literacy skills


•  Creative-thinking skills


•  Communication skills


•  Reflection skills


•  Collaboration skills
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KEY WORDS


apartment/flat


bungalow


community


detached house


environment


landmark


local amenities


local area


neighbour


neighbourhood


outskirts


semi-detached house


terraced house


transport links


villa


[image: ]







[image: ]


We will reflect on this learner profile attribute …




•  Open-minded – we appreciate our own cultures and those of others, and listen to other points of view.
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Assessment opportunities in this chapter:




•  Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text


•  Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text


•  Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text


•  Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form
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THINK–PAIR–SHARE


Write down the words neighbourhood and community and think about what these two words mean. In pairs, create a mind map with your ideas. Share your mind map with the class.


Now think about where you live and draw a map of your street. Start with your home and add the places around it that are important to you. Include major landmarks, roads and local amenities, such as shops, parks or cinemas. Add recycling banks and any other things that might impact on your neighbourhood.


In pairs, compare your maps.


Discuss the following questions:





•  How are your neighbourhoods similar and/or different?



•  What do you feel are the most important parts of a neighbourhood?



•  What do you like about living in your neighbourhood?
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What kinds of places are in your neighbourhood?



WHERE DO YOU LIVE?


Community and neighbourhood – what are they and why are they important? Are they just two different words for the same thing? Let’s take a look.


A neighbourhood is a place. It is the roads, buildings and green spaces in a local area. People are part of a neighbourhood because that is where they live, physically. A community is a group of people brought together by something that they have in common. This might be where they live or what they believe, value as important or enjoy doing. In other words, people can be brought together as a community by their faith, school, youth club, sports teams or hobbies. Your neighbourhood is your first real contact with the world outside your home. It will influence how you interact with neighbours and with the community that you live in.


Different words are sometimes used to talk about the area you live in. Americans use the word block for part of a neighbourhood if you live in a city, or suburbs if you live on the outskirts – in other words, an area outside the city. In the United Kingdom, the terms local area and borough are used to talk about the area in which you live.


Which words are used in your language to say where you live?


Your local area or block is an important part of your community. By taking a closer look at the area you live in, you get to know people in your community and see how it is designed, what it contains and how it has changed over time.
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ACTIVITY: Zoom in on your neighbourhood!
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ATL




•  Information literacy skills: Access information to be informed and informed others; Collect, record and verify data


•  Creative-thinking skills: Use brainstorming and visual diagrams to generate new ideas and inquiries
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Task 1


Visit the website www.google.co.uk/earth/ and see what you can discover.


Create a detailed map of the area around your school.


Identify the local streets around your school. Identify and label the buildings and green spaces, and any other places you think are important.


Display all the maps side by side on a bulletin board in your classroom.


In what ways are the maps similar to the map of your neighbourhood? In what ways are they different? Who lives in the area?


Task 2


Now carry out an online search of your neighbourhood or the area of your school. Type in the name of the area near your school and a period of time, for example, Queen’s Park in the 1900s. How has the neighbourhood changed?


Write a few sentences to describe your neighbourhood, to compare it as it was then with how it is now. What was it like in the past? How and why has it changed?


Try starting with: The good thing about my neighbourhood is …



Task 3



In pairs, describe your neighbourhood. Use sentences from the list below and add three or four sentences of your own.





•  There are a lot of green spaces.



•  People are kind and friendly.



•  There is a large variety of shops.



•  The streets are clean.



•  There is not a lot of crime.



•  The services are very good.



•  There are lots of trees.



•  There are lots of fun things to do.



•  It is a safe area.



•  There are lots of very good restaurants.



•  The nightlife is fantastic.



•  There are no traffic jams.



•  There is not much pollution.



•  There are public gardens.



•  There are sports centres, a swimming-pool and a football pitch.



•  Living here is not expensive.



•  It is only five minutes by car (on foot/by bus) from the city centre.



•  It is multi-cultural.



•  There is a lot for young people to do.



•  There are a few pedestrian areas.





Task 4


Which places do you like going to in your neighbourhood? Use Google image search or another search engine to find images that show the places you like to go to in your neighbourhood, for example, a local cinema.


In pairs, choose a word or words to complete these sentences:





1   A_______is a place which keeps people’s money.



2   A_______is a place where you can buy newspapers and sweets.



3   A_______is a place where people go to learn in a class.



4   A_______is a place where you can do exercise.



5   A_______is a place where you go to catch a bus.



6   A_______is a place where you can borrow books.



7   A_______is a place where you can see exhibitions.



8   A_______is a place where you go to send letters and parcels.



9   To catch a train, you go to the_______.








10 A_______is a place where you can watch films.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text, Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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Links to: Individuals and societies


Discuss your map from page 4, using the following questions as guidelines:




•  What is the name of this place?


•  Where is this place and which other places are near it?


•  Is it a village, town, suburb or part of a city?


•  What types of buildings can we find here and what are they used for?


•  Are there any green spaces and what are they used for?


•  Who lives here and what do they do?


•  Are there any local ‘landmarks’, that is, special buildings or places?


•  What types of transport links can we find?





Find out what the following words mean and use them in your discussion:




•  scale


•  development.
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Vocabulary


Vocabulary is the key to communication. Having a wide vocabulary allows you to develop other skills such as fluency, comprehension and writing ability. Finding different ways to improve your vocabulary has a direct, positive impact on your language skills.


Online tools provide information about words and word meanings. In addition, some tools allow you to practise, review and play games with words.


Digital tools have advantages. For example, many allow you to:





•  hear pronunciation (the way a word sounds when it is spoken aloud)




•  read words in a variety of authentic examples



•  view photos and images related to words (important for English language learners)


•  reinforce word learning through interactive games


•  play with and adapt language


•  discover rhyming words


•  collaborate with classmates to create virtual word walls.





Have a look at these three digital tools to build your vocabulary.


Lingro is a very useful tool. All you have to do is type in a website address on the Lingro website and it instantly turns the website into a clickable dictionary that can translate text into 12 languages. Lingro hides in the background until you need it. To use it, simply click on any word and several definitions of the word are instantly displayed.


Have a go! Go to http://lingro.com/ and type in www.layouth.com/seeing-the-potential/ at the top of the page. It will take you to an article called ‘Seeing the potential’. This is about a teenager who made a documentary about a South Central neighbourhood in Los Angeles, and how making the film helped him to realize that people can improve their lives. Click on words in the article to see how Lingro works.


Lexipedia is a visual thesaurus that is very simple to use. Just type in any word and Lexipedia instantly displays the target word along with other words. It colour-codes the words by parts of speech, that is, the different words that make the grammar structure of a language, for example, verba, nouna, adjectives and adverbs. When you place the pointer over a word, a complete definition is displayed.


Go to http://lexipedia.com/english/ and type in the following words to see what happens: city, town, house, neighbourhood, community.


Word Hippo is an all-in-one reference tool. It does lots of different things that will help you to build your vocabulary. Go to www.wordhippo.com/ and select words from this chapter to see how it works.
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ACTIVITY: Make your own picture dictionary
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ATL




•  Reflection skills: Develop new skills, techniques and strategies for effective learning
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Task 1


In pairs, match the words below to the different features in the picture.


Which of these things can you see near your home?
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bicycle stand


bus stop


car park


corner


crossroad


neon light


news stand


park


pavement


roundabout


signpost


street light


traffic light


underground station


underpass


zebra crossing
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Task 2


Create a picture dictionary that includes images of people and things that you can find in your neighbourhood.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: My neighbourhood
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Make inferences and draw conclusions
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Read the text below and identify the verbs. The first one has been done for you.




I live at number 10, Harvist Road. I have lots of nice neighbours. They are friendly and helpful. I have two next door neighbours – Mohammed lives at number 8 and Mei lives at number 12.


Every morning, Mei and I leave for school at the same time, and we always catch the bus together. We usually talk about our favourite TV programme, Teen Wolf! If I go on holiday with my family, Mohammed feeds my goldfish. Mei has two beautiful cats. When Mei goes away to visit her grandmother, I look after her cats.


The Oliver family live opposite me at number 13. They have two small children and sometimes I babysit for them when they go out.


Mr Gonzalez lives at number 15. He is quite elderly and doesn’t go out much. I look after his garden. Mrs Pascal at number 17 is a busy-body! She likes to know everything about everyone – she loves to gossip!


My grandmother lives at number 19. She has lived in the same house for 70 years and she likes to talk about the old days when she was young – she can remember what Harvist Road was like when she was a child. It’s a friendly neighbourhood!


Read the text again and focus on the language structure. In pairs, try to complete these rules about the present simple tense:





Rule 1: In the present simple tense, we add_______to most verbs after he, she and it.


Rule 2: After he, she and it, the verb have becomes_______.


Rule 3: After he, she and it, the verb be becomes_______.


Rule 4: The negative of does is_______.
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Hint


The present simple is used to talk about actions or events that we do every day, things that do not change and things which are always true. To find out more about the present simple go to: http://learnenglishteens.britishcouncil.org/grammar-vocabulary/grammar-videos/present-simple
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In pairs, discuss what your neighbours are like.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Photo captions
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Use intercultural understanding to interpret communication
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Photographs are often accompanied by a caption that provides more information about the photo and creates reader interest.


Look at the photos on this page. In pairs, write a caption for each photo. You might want to use one of the vocabulary tools mentioned on page 6 to help you.


Would you like to live in any of these places? Can you explain why or why not?
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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What type of home do you live in?



WHO DO YOU LIVE WITH?


What do you see when you look outside your window? Why are homes around the world different? Some homes are large, while others are small. Some homes provide shelter to people for many, many years, while others perhaps for only a few months. Some homes stay fixed in one place forever, while others can move from place to place. There are houses made from wood and stone, and others made from mud or straw. However, they all have one thing in common – they are made for families to live in. We can learn a lot about the way people live through their homes.


The place you live in is your home. The homes in your city, town or village may look different from other homes. Why are homes so different? Well, around the world, places differ from each another and so do people and cultures. Houses are built to suit the needs of the people living in a particular place. For example, the warm brick houses built in England, where the climate is cold for most of the year, wouldn’t be suitable for a place like Indonesia where the weather is very hot. Homes have also changed over time because the way we live today is very different from the way our ancestors lived.


We all have our own ideas about what a home is and in this section we will look at what makes a house a home.
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ACTIVITY: Who lives in homes like these?
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Organize and depict information logically


•  Creative-thinking skills: Consider multiple alternatives, including those that might be unlikely or impossible
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Task 1


In pairs, let’s find out more about the homes we live in. Interview your partner about their home. You could use the following questions to help you:





•  What type of home do you live in? Is it big or small? What is it made from? Is there anything unusual about it?



•  Who do you live with? Do you live with your parents, brothers and sisters, grandparents?



•  What’s your favourite room in your home? Is it the kitchen? Or your bedroom? What do you usually do in your favourite room?





Write down what your partner says and share their answers with your classmates.


Task 2


In pairs or groups of three, look at these pictures of different types of homes. Discuss the following questions:





•  Where do you think you might see these homes?



•  Who do you think lives in them?



•  Which is your favourite? Why?
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Task 3



Match these words to the pictures below.
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bungalow


chalet


detached house


farmhouse


hut


mansion


mobile home


modern villa


semi-detached house


terraced house


town house


wooden cottage
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Task 4


Now you are going to create your own amazing room! Draw, build a model, or make a collage of your ideal, amazing bedroom or special room in your home. Use the words in the box below to help you choose the materials for your room. Use one of the vocabulary websites on page 6 to help you look up or translate words into your language.


Present your room to your classmates. Say why you designed the room that way and what features are important to you. What colour is your room? What materials did you use? What shape is your room?




[image: ]


Materials


brick


cement


cotton


fabric


glass


leather


linen


man-made fibres


marble


metal


nylon


paper


plastic


polyester


silk


stone


wood


wool
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text, Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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Links to: Design


Construct your dream home


In small groups, collect different materials which can be recycled and that you would usually throw away, for example, tin foil, shoeboxes, yoghurt pots or cardboard. Bring the materials to school and place them in a box. You will also need paper, glue or paste, and marker pens.


Your task is to construct a model of your ideal home using the materials you have collected. Think about the shape of your home, and the materials you will use for windows, roofs and doors. Design your home and draw a floor plan of the rooms.


To help you plan your home, take a virtual tour of a modern house. Go to www.memorystore.org.uk/gadgets/virtualHouse.html


Design a neighbourhood


Now design your own neighbourhood using the homes you constructed in the previous task. Identify other buildings found in a neighbourhood such as a supermarket, bank, police station, church, mosque, school, and so on. Design the other elements found in a neighbourhood like the streets, trees and parks, bus stops and traffic. Put them all together to form an ‘ideal neighbourhood’.
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EXTENSION


Carry out some research about Laurence Stephen Lowry. Lowry was famous for his town and industrial landscapes. Find out why Lowry painted buildings and houses. What colours did he use?


Look at the painting below. Describe what you see. Where are the people going? Think about what it must have been like to live in this town? How are towns different today?
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WATCH-THINK-SHARE
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ATL




•  Communication skills: Write for different purposes; Use intercultural understanding to interpret communication
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Task 1


The video ‘1420 Todd’s House’ gives an insight into a Japanese style house. Watch the video and listen carefully to how Todd describes his house: https://vimeo.com/181432477


As you watch, copy and complete the following sentences:




Todd lives in a_______neighbourhood. His house is_______and_______. It has_______rooms. In Japan, the room you sleep in is called a_______. Before, Todd used to sleep on a bed but now he sleeps on a_______.


The kitchen is_______and it has a_______, a_______and a_______. Todd thinks his_______ is cool. It has a_______TV. There are three_______in his house. He takes a shower in the______________bathroom which is_______the house. Todd thinks his Japanese house is very_______and he never wants to leave!





Now share your answers with a partner. Discuss what you have learnt from the video.


Task 2


In pairs, select one of the homes on page 10 and write your own description similar to the one above. Use the example of Todd’s house to help you.
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text, Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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ACTIVITY: Big Yellow Taxi
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ATL




•  Creative-thinking skills: Practise visible thinking strategies and techniques; Create original works and ideas; Use existing works and ideas in new ways
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HEAR–THINK–WONDER


Listen to the song Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell: www.youtube.com/watch?v=94bdMSCdw20


What do you hear? How does the song make you feel? What does it make you wonder?


Task 1


What is the song Big Yellow Taxi about? What concerns do you think Joni Mitchell has?


To better understand the song, let’s look at the lyrics in more detail. The following is a useful website to refer to: www.songlyrics.com


In pairs, brainstorm ideas or take ideas from the song to write your own lyrics about your town or neighbourhood.


Task 2


Write an acrostic poem about your town or neighbourhood.


To create an acrostic poem you must write a word or phrase for each letter of the town’s name. Look at the example below for the city of Madrid.


Madrid


Always friendly


Day and night


Real Madrid


Interesting museums


Dynamic!
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Assessment opportunities




•  In this activity you have practised skills that are assessed using Criterion A: Comprehending spoken and visual text, Criterion B: Comprehending written and visual text, Criterion C: Communicating in response to spoken and/or written and/or visual text and Criterion D: Using language in spoken and/or written form.
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Links to: Arts; Language and literature


Artists and writers often use their communities as inspiration for their work. Carry out some research online to find examples of songs or art that talk about neighbourhoods. Note down how they represent towns and communities and their architectural sites through the lyrics or images. What concerns do the artists and writers express through their work?
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Links to: Sciences


Did you know that wild animals have homes too, and these are just as different from each other as the homes that humans live in? Some animals build their homes out of mud or sticks, and some live in rock caves. Fish live in water, while birds live above ground in nests in trees. Carry out some research to find out about the different homes of animals.
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