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Introduction





Hallo und Guten Tag!





Are you in S4 or S5 and keen to get ready for your National 5 German exam? Great – this book is just right for you. It will help you to understand the National 5 German standard of performance, the course contents, its units and unit assessments. Last but not least – it will give you plenty of useful information about the National 5 German course assessment together with lots of other practice material.


The book is now split into two distinct sections:


Section 1 – Course Assessment
Section 2 – Unit Assessment


The Course Assessment section covers the areas that count towards your final National 5 German marks. This is the examined content section of the book and is relevant to those students who will go on to sit the SQA National 5 German exam.


The Unit Assessment section is intended to help students who, for whatever reason, may not be proceeding to the exam itself, but who still wish to be entered and assessed for the stand-alone unit assessments, which no longer form a part of the exam. See Chapter 9 for further information on this.


The practice questions, tasks and activities are valuable exercises for all. So whatever your chosen path and however you intend to pursue your National 5 German studies, this book will be an extremely useful study aid.


German is easier than you think – you have nothing to worry about.




Los geht’s! Let’s start!







Chapter 1


What you should know about German


Before you read more about National 5 German, you should take a few minutes to look at some of the similarities between English and German. These will help you to recognise German words and you won’t need to learn so much vocabulary!


English and German are both members of the same language family – the Germanic language family. The majority of everyday words in the English language are of Germanic origin and modern German and English vocabulary have a lot in common. Your German teacher will call these words ‘cognates’ or ‘near-cognates’.
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Remember [image: ]


Try to increase your awareness of the relationship between English and German. It will make learning German so much easier and will give you more confidence in understanding and using the language.
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This is a very small selection of cognates and near-cognates.






	English and German nouns






	house

	das Haus






	garden

	der Garten






	bus

	der Bus






	school

	die Schule






	family

	die Familie






	sun

	die Sonne






	ship

	das Schiff






	mouse

	die Maus











	English and German verbs






	to help

	helfen






	to sing

	singen






	to drink

	trinken






	to park

	parken






	to swim

	schwimmen






	to send

	senden






	to begin

	beginnen






	to sink

	sinken











	English and German adjectives






	good

	gut






	better

	besser






	best

	(am) besten






	fantastic

	fantastisch






	friendly

	freundlich






	unfriendly

	unfreundlich






	warm

	warm






	open

	offen
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This is a very small selection of common words in English and German. Your German teacher will call these words ‘internationalisms’ as they are pretty much the same in a number of languages.






	abstract

	abstrakt






	banana

	die Banane






	computer

	der Computer






	doctor

	der Doktor






	extreme

	extrem






	fair

	fair






	guitar

	die Gitarre






	hobby

	das Hobby











	ideal

	ideal






	yoghurt

	der Joghurt






	coffee

	der Kaffee






	list

	die Liste






	market

	der Markt






	normal

	normal






	orchestra

	das Orchester






	perfect

	perfekt











	qualification

	die Qualifikation






	restaurant

	das Restaurant






	supermarket

	der Supermarkt






	taxi

	das Taxi






	university

	die Universität






	virus

	der Virus






	centre

	das Zentrum
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Chapter 2


What you should know about the National 5 German Course


National 5 German has been designed to support you in achieving some level of proficiency in the language so that you will be able to read, listen, talk and write in German on topics and sub-topics in four different contexts – society, learning, employability and culture.
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Remember [image: ]


Society – Learning – Employability – Culture = SLEC
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Check this out [image: ]


Here is an overview of the four contexts, their topics and sub-topics.
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National 5 German gives your German teacher the opportunity to decide how to further develop the topics and sub-topics.


The course consists of four separate areas: reading, writing, talking and listening. Throughout the course, your German teacher will help you to read and listen to more complex German texts and extract straightforward as well as more detailed information. The course also focuses on the development of your talking and writing skills in German. Your teacher might call them ‘productive skills’ because you ‘produce’ German as relevant to you.


Throughout the whole course, your German teacher will help you to develop your talking and writing skills in different ways. You may find that your teacher speaks a lot of German in class and asks students to read words, sentences and texts out loud. You may also find that your teacher asks your class to conduct short conversations on familiar topics in class or asks students questions in German on a certain item, picture or text. You should join in these activities whenever possible because they give you the opportunity to practise your language skills and become more confident. Do not worry about making mistakes – this is how you learn. You will still be understood and nobody is perfect!


The unit assessments are no longer part of the overall course assessment – i.e. the examined content that contributes to your overall grade. However, unit assessments remain available as stand-alone achievements for students who, for whatever reason, do not go on to sit the National 5 German exam. See Chapter 9 for more information.





Section 1– Course Assessment



Chapter 3


What you should know about the National 5 German Course Assessment


The course assessment will be graded and the grade you attain depends on the number of marks you are able to achieve across all four skills. A potential 120 marks, on which your final grade will be based, are divided up as follows after scaling:





•  Reading: 30 marks



•  Listening: 30 marks



•  Talking: 30 marks



•  Writing: 30 (15 exam/15 assignment) marks.





This will then be converted into a mark out of 100, making each skill worth 25% of your total.






	Component

	Duration






	

Component 1:


Question paper 1


READING



	

1 hour and 30 minutes








	

Component 2:


Question paper 1


WRITING








	

Component 3:


Question paper 2


LISTENING



	

Approximately 30 minutes








	

Component 4:


Assignment


WRITING



	

See Chapter 7: Assignment








	

Component 5:


Performance


TALKING



	

Approximately 6-8 minutes









In order to achieve a Grade A, you should be aiming to get higher than 70% in the assessments. You need at least 50% to get a ‘C’, which equals a ‘Pass’.


So – how do we get there?
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Können wir das schaffen? [image: ]


Ja, wir schaffen das!
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Chapter 4


Reading Course Assessment [image: ]


This assessment counts for 30 marks (30 scaled marks). You will read three German texts of between 150 and 200 words each. Questions on the text are set in English, and you must respond in English. These questions will ask for specific details about the text. Remember to approach the text holistically (as a whole) as this can help you to understand the details. You may use a dictionary in this paper.
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Hints & tips [image: ]


Before you read the German texts





[image: ]  Read the title/headline and ask yourself what you already know about the topic.




[image: ]  Look at any pictures as they support the content of a text.




[image: ]  Check if the text comes with a glossary to save yourself time looking up words in the dictionary.






While you are reading the German texts





[image: ]  Focus on your reading – be an active reader!




[image: ]  Try to figure out the main idea(s) of the text(s).




[image: ]  Access the meaning of a word by:








             a) checking the context/sentence of the word



             b) checking if the word is similar to English (German and English have many cognates or near cognates – see Chapter 1)



             c) checking whether or not the text comes with a glossary using a dictionary.






After you have read the text and before you start answering the questions





[image: ]  Read the comprehension questions carefully.




[image: ]  If necessary, underline the question word to highlight exactly what kind of answer is required.




[image: ]  Check the tense form of the English question to make sure you use the same tense form in your answer.




[image: ]  Make sure that your answer has sufficient detail – compare it with the marks you can get for each answer.






Most importantly – the questions come in chronological order so make sure your answers make sense and that your English is of a good standard. Allow yourself time to go over your answers once you have finished your work.


[image: ]





Here are some example course assessments for you to practise on.


Society




[image: ]


Sport ist mehr als gesund


Sport und Fitness spielen eine große Rolle für Teenager in Deutschland. Mehr als 60% der 12-jährigen und etwa 40% der 18-jährigen Jugendlichen in Deutschland sind Mitglied in einem Sportverein. Sie treffen sich regelmäßig zum Training und verbringen sehr viel Freizeit in ihren Klubs.


In Sportvereinen können Kinder und Jugendliche soziale Erfahrungen mit Gleichaltrigen machen und Spaß an Bewegung haben. Besonders wichtig sind Gruppenaktivitäten und Wettkämpfe, bei denen man Ehrlichkeit, Fairness, die Einhaltung von Regeln, Solidarität und Partnerschaft lernt.


Außerdem organisieren Sportklubs sehr oft Feste – zu Weihnachten zum Beispiel oder zu Silvester. Und im Sommer gibt es regelmäβig Feriencamps, Tagesfahrten und extra Training für Sporttalente – also viele Gelegenheiten neue Freunde zu finden.


Und wer wirklich großes Interesse an einer Sportkarriere hat, kann Mannschaftssprecher werden oder eine Ausbildung zum Übungsleiter machen.


Wenn man Mitglied in einem Sportverein ist, tut man nicht nur etwas für die Gesundheit. Man lernt tolerant zu sein, Konflikte zu lösen, andere Jugendliche und Erwachsene zu verstehen und Verantwortung zu übernehmen. Sport ist nicht nur gesund, sondern bietet Gelegenheit zum sozialen Lernen.


[image: ]
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Questions [image: ]





1  Sport is important for German teenagers. What evidence is there for this? Give any one detail. (1)




2  Group activities are very important in a club. Why is this? Give any three details. (3)




3  What other events do sport clubs usually organise? State any three things. (3)




4  According to the text, members of sport clubs learn personal skills. What exactly do they learn? State any three things. (3)






[image: ]






Learning




[image: ]


Hausaufgaben – nein, danke?


Sarah besucht die Friedrich-Schiller-Gesamtschule in Weimar und geht in die neunte Klasse. Im Unterricht haben die Schüler das Thema „Hausaufgaben” diskutiert. Sarah sagt dazu ihre Meinung:


„Die meisten Schüler in meiner Klasse machen ihre Hausaufgaben nur, weil sie sonst eine schlechte Note bekommen, nach dem Unterricht in der Schule bleiben müssen oder die Eltern informiert werden – und dann gibt es Krach zu Hause!


In vielen Fächern sind die Hausaufgaben sinnlos, weil die Lehrer die Aufgaben nicht richtig kontrollieren und oft schon zufrieden sind, dass die Hausaufgaben überhaupt gemacht wurden. Man kann also nicht feststellen, ob man etwas richtig oder falsch beantwortet hat. Und nicht selten vergessen die Lehrer, dass sie Hausaufgaben erteilt haben.


Es gibt aber auch Lehrer, die total schwierige Hausaufgaben aufgeben, sodass man Hilfe braucht. Das ist ein Nachteil für Familien, die ihren Kindern keine Privatlehrer bezahlen können, weil das ein finanzielles Problem ist. Oder die Eltern arbeiten beide Vollzeit und kommen abends sehr spät nach Hause und haben dann keine Zeit bei den Hausaufgaben zu helfen. Diese Kinder sind natürlich im Nachteil.


Meiner Meinung nach sollten Hausaufgaben nicht so oft erteilt werden. Die Lehrer können nicht jede Woche die Hausaufgaben von 150 Schülern mit nach Hause nehmen und korrigieren. Dann hätten sie keine Zeit für die Vorbereitung des Unterrichts und müssten rund um die Uhr arbeiten. Aber wenn Hausaufgaben erteilt werden, dann sollten sie logisch in den Unterricht integriert sein.”


[image: ]
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Questions [image: ]





1  According to Sarah, why do most students do homework? Give any two details. (2)




2  Sarah says that in many subjects homework is meaningless. Why is this? State any three things. (3)




3  What problems are there when homework is too difficult? State three things. (3)




4  In what way does homework impact on teachers? Give any two details. (2)






[image: ]






Employability




[image: ]


Traumberuf Tierarzt?


Das Thema „Beruf” ist für Kinder sehr wichtig. Sie lieben es über die Zukunft zu sprechen und sehen sich gern als Erwachsene in spannenden Jobs. Sehr oft kommen ihre Ideen aus Literatur, Film oder Fernsehen.


Sehr viele Jungen und Mädchen in Deutschland möchten gern Tierarzt oder Tierärztin werden, weil sie davon träumen Tiere gesund zu machen, Tieren bei Schmerzen zu helfen oder den ganzen Tag mit süßen Haustieren zu kuscheln. Doch die Realität sieht ganz anders aus.




[image: ]




Ein Tierarzt muss oft mit nervösen oder aggressiven Tieren umgehen. Die meisten Tierärzte arbeiten in der Landwirtschaft – in einem Kuhstall, Schweinestall oder auf einer Hühnerfarm. Und manchmal muss man ein Tier einschläfern, weil es zu krank ist oder zu starke Schmerzen hat. Dafür braucht man starke Nerven und das Verständnis, dass man dem Tier hilft.


Wenn man kein Blut sehen kann, Angst vor Tieren hat oder keinen Stress im Job haben möchte, sollte man kein Tierarzt werden. Die Ausbildung dauert auch ziemlich lange – man muss fünf Jahre lang Tiermedizin studieren, bevor man eine Stelle in einer Tierpraxis bekommt. Außerdem muss man sehr oft am Wochenende und im Schichtdienst arbeiten.


Für alle, die solche Probleme nicht scheuen, kann der Beruf sehr schön sein.


[image: ]
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Questions [image: ]





1  The topic ‘job’ is important for children. Why is this? Give two details. (2)




2  Many boys and girls in Germany want to be a vet. What do they dream about? State any two things. (2)




3  In what way is the reality for vets different? State any three things. (3)




4  What kind of people should not become a vet? Give any three details. (3)






[image: ]






Culture




[image: ]


Ferien mit Teenagern


Viele Jugendliche in Deutschland träumen von Ferien mit ihren Freunden. Sie wollen nicht mehr mit den Eltern in Urlaub fahren, weil sie andere Interessen haben und unabhängig sein wollen. Außerdem möchten sie morgens lange schlafen und lieber im Zelt als in einem Hotel wohnen.


Was sollten Eltern tun, die mit Kindern im Teenageralter in den Urlaub fahren wollen?


Bevor es überhaupt los geht, sollten sie die Reise gemeinsam mit ihren Kindern planen. Es ist wichtig, dass sie die Wünsche der Jugendlichen verstehen und respektieren. Junge Leute sind nicht gern allein – also sollten die Eltern vielleicht einen Freund oder eine Freundin einladen.


Wenn es um die Unterkunft geht, ist ein Ferienhaus in der Nähe einer Stadt ideal für Ferien mit der Familie. Das Haus sollte groß sein und einen Garten haben. Die Jugendlichen brauchen ein eigenes Zimmer, welches sie zur „elternfreien Zone” erklären können. Wenn das Haus dann auch noch einen Fernseher und einen Internetanschluss hat, ist der Urlaub perfekt.


Man muss nicht unbedingt auf die Partyinsel Mallorca fahren, damit Jugendliche tolle Ferien verbringen können. Ein Sommerurlaub an der Ostsee mit Sonne, Sand und Meer sowie Strandpartys und Wassersport ist ein Hit bei deutschen Jugendlichen.


Ferien mit der ganzen Familie sind kein Problem, wenn alle Familienmitglieder kompromissbereit sind und Verständnis für einander haben.







[image: ]


Questions [image: ]





1  Many young Germans dream about holidays with their friends. Why is this? State any two things. (2)




2  What should parents do if they want to go on holiday with their teenage kids? Give three details. (3)




3  According to the passage, what kind of accommodation is ideal for families? Give any three details. (3)




4  German teenagers like holidays at the Baltic Sea. Why is this? Give any two details. (2)
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Chapter 5


Listening Course Assessment [image: ]


This assessment counts for 20 marks (30 scaled marks). You will listen to one monologue (approximately one and a half minutes long) and one short dialogue (approximately two to two and a half minutes long) in German. You will be asked questions in English and must respond in English.


The monologue is worth 8 marks. The dialogue is worth 12 marks and it has a topical link to the monologue.


You may not use a dictionary in this paper.




[image: ]


Hints & tips [image: ]


Learn your vocabulary regularly and revise systematically before the exam. Only if you recognise words will you be able to understand the meaning of a spoken sentence.


Before your listening exam





[image: ]  Revise vocabulary, especially verbs in their different tense forms, quantifiers (viel, wenig, die meisten), numbers and dates. Read vocabulary out loud so that you can audibly recognise what you see in front of you.




[image: ]  Read the title/introduction to the listening item and ask yourself what experience you have of this topic and what you know about it.




[image: ]  Remember the close relationship between the English and the German language where many words sound very similar and use this to your benefit in listening. However, beware of ‘false friends’: Schinken is not ‘chicken’!




[image: ]  Read the English questions very carefully – you have one minute to study them – and underline the question words or any others which you feel might be of importance.




[image: ]  Remember that the questions are in chronological sequence – for example, the answer to question (c) must be between the answers to (b) and (d) in the recording.






While you are sitting your listening exam





[image: ]  Remember that both items (monologue and dialogue) will be played three times so it is not necessary to answer any questions the first time.




[image: ]  Write your answers neatly and clearly on your question paper. If you correct your answer, make sure the examiner will be able to recognise your final answer.




[image: ]  If you don’t understand a word which you believe to be an element of an answer – don’t panic! Trust your instinct and your natural connection to German as a speaker of English and see if you can guess the meaning.




[image: ]  Be guided by the number of marks allocated to each question. This will tell you how much information is expected in your answer.






After your listening exam





[image: ]  Go over your answers. Make sure that what you have written in English is as clear as possible.




[image: ]  Make sure you have crossed out any draft answers, leaving only the final answer for the examiner to see.
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Society


Monologue


[image: ] Caroline, a German teenager, talks about her family.
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Questions [image: ]





1  Caroline’s family is very large. What evidence is there in the passage? State any one thing.



2  It was difficult for the family to find accommodation. Why was that? State three things.



3  Caroline’s parents decided to buy a house. What does she tell us about it? State any three things.



4  How do the children get to school now? State any one thing.
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Society


Dialogue


[image: ] A local radio station in Rostock is interviewing Caroline’s brother Jörg about the daily routine in a family of eight.
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Questions [image: ]





1  Jörg says he gets on very well with his siblings. Why is this? Give any two details.



2  Jörg talks about helping at home.







    a)  How does the family organise their chores? Give any one detail.


    b)  What are Jörg’s duties? State any two things.








3  Life in a big family is different. What examples does Jörg give for this? State any two things.



4  According to Jörg, going camping is ideal for a big family. Why is this? Give any three details.



5  Jörg talks about his plans for the future. What does he say? State two things.





[image: ]






Learning


Monologue


[image: ] Andreas, a German teenager, is talking about his school career.
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Questions [image: ]





1  Andreas has always liked school. Why is this? Give any two details.



2  He found grammar school difficult at first. In what way was it different from primary school? State any three things.



3  Andreas talks about his career in further education. What does he say? State three things.
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Learning


Dialogue


[image: ] Andreas and his sister Mandy are talking about school and spare time.
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Questions [image: ]





1  Mandy has not done her homework yet. Why is this? State any two things.



2  Mandy talks about the amount of homework she gets. What does she say? Give any two details.



3  Mandy cannot meet her best friend Nancy very often. Why is this? State any two things.



4  Mandy talks about her hobbies.







    a)  Why does she like playing the guitar? State any two things.


    b)  What does she like about the sports club? State any one thing.
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