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INTRODUCTION


This Snapshot guide, excerpted from my guidebook Rick Steves Germany, introduces you to the resurgent German capital. Once divided, now reunited, vibrant Berlin is racing into the future as one of Europe’s leading cities. Walk under the Brandenburg Gate and stroll up the boulevard called Unter den Linden, pondering the layers of history beneath your feet. Relive the Cold War as you follow the course of the long-gone Berlin Wall, while towering cranes above you erect glittering new skyscrapers. Dip into art museums for a look at classical antiquities and the famous bust of Queen Nefertiti. Then take a day-trip to Frederick the Great’s palaces and gardens in Potsdam or the sobering concentration camp memorial at Sachsenhausen.


To help you have the best trip possible, I’ve included the following topics in this book:


• Planning Your Time, with advice on how to make the most of your limited time


• Orientation, including tourist information (abbreviated as TI), tips on public transportation, local tour options, and helpful hints


• Sights with ratings:


▲▲▲—Don’t miss


▲▲—Try hard to see


▲—Worthwhile if you can make it


No rating—Worth knowing about


• Sleeping and Eating, with good-value recommendations in every price range


• Connections, with tips on trains, buses, and driving


Practicalities, near the end of this book, has information on money, staying connected, hotel reservations, transportation, and more, plus German survival phrases.


To travel smartly, read this little book in its entirety before you go. It’s my hope that this guide will make your trip more meaningful and rewarding. Traveling like a temporary local, you’ll get the absolute most out of every mile, minute, and dollar.


Gute Reise!
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BERLIN


No tour of Germany is complete without a look at its historic and reunited capital. Over the last two decades, Berlin has been a construction zone. Standing on ripped-up tracks and under a canopy of cranes, visitors have witnessed the rebirth of a great European capital. Although construction continues, today the once-divided city is thoroughly woven back together. Berlin has emerged as one of Europe’s top destinations: captivating, lively, fun-loving, all-around enjoyable—and easy on the budget.
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Of course, Berlin is still largely defined by its tumultuous 20th century. The city was Hitler’s capital during World War II, and in the postwar years, it became the front line of a new global war—one between Soviet-style communism and American-style capitalism. The East-West division was set in stone in 1961, when the East German government boxed in West Berlin with the Berlin Wall. The Wall stood for 28 years. In 1990, less than a year after the Wall fell, the two Germanys—and the two Berlins—officially became one. When the dust settled, Berliners from both sides of the once-divided city faced the monumental challenge of reunification.


Throughout the Cold War, Western travelers—and most West Berliners—got used to thinking of western Berlin and its Kurfürstendamm boulevard as the heart of the city. With the huge changes the city has undergone since 1989, the real “city center” is now, once again, Berlin’s historic center (the Mitte district, around Unter den Linden and Friedrichstrasse).


When the Wall came down, the East was a decrepit wasteland and the West was a paragon of commerce and materialism. Urban planners seized on the city’s reunification and the return of the national government to make Berlin a great capital once again. Now, a quarter-century later, the old “East Berlin” is where you feel the vibrant pulse of the city, while the old “West Berlin” has the feel of a chic, classy suburb. Berliners joke that they don’t need to travel anywhere because their city’s always changing. Spin a postcard rack to see what’s new. A 10-year-old guidebook on Berlin covers a different city.
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But even as the city busily builds itself into the 21st century, Berlin has made a point of acknowledging and remembering its past. A series of thought-provoking memorials installed throughout the city center—chief among them the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of Europe—directly confront some of Germany’s most difficult history of the last century. Lacing these sights into your Berlin sightseeing intensifies your understanding of the city and its past.


As you walk over what was the Wall and through the well-patched Brandenburg Gate, it’s clear that history is not contained in some book; it’s an evolving story in which we play a part. In Berlin, the fine line between history and current events is excitingly blurry.


But even for non-historians, Berlin is a city of fine experiences. Explore the fun and funky neighborhoods in the former East, packed with creative hipster eateries and boutiques trying to one-up each other. Go for a pedal or a cruise along the delightful Spree riverfront. In the city’s world-class museums, walk through an enormous Babylonian gate amid rough-and-tumble ancient statuary, and peruse canvases by Dürer, Rembrandt, and Vermeer. Nurse a stein of brew in a rollicking beer hall, or dive into a cheap Currywurst.


Berlin today is the nuclear fuel rod of a great nation. It’s vibrant with youth, energy, and an anything-goes-and-anything’s-possible buzz (Munich feels spent in comparison). And it’s a magnet for a young international crowd—who have overtaken some neighborhoods in such huge numbers that many expats get by just fine without knowing much German. Berlin is both extremely popular and surprisingly affordable. As a booming tourist draw, Berlin now welcomes more visitors annually than Rome.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


On all but the shortest trips through Germany, I’d give Berlin three nights and at least two full days, and spend them this way:


Day 1: Begin your day getting oriented to this huge city. For a quick and relaxing once-over-lightly tour, jump on one of the many hop-on, hop-off buses that make two-hour narrated orientation loops through the city. Use the bus to get off and on at places of interest (such as Potsdamer Platz). Then walk from the Reichstag (reservations required to climb its dome), under the Brandenburg Gate, and down Unter den Linden following my “Best of Berlin” self-guided walk. Tour the German History Museum, and cap your sightseeing day by catching a one-hour boat tour (or pedaling a rented bike) along the park-like banks of the Spree River from Museum Island to the Chancellery.


Day 2: Spend your morning touring the great museums on Museum Island (note that the Pergamon Museum’s famous altar is out of view until 2019). Dedicate your afternoon to sights of the Third Reich and Cold War: After lunch, hike to the Topography of Terror exhibit and along the surviving Niederkirchnerstrasse stretch of the Wall to Checkpoint Charlie. Head to the Berlin Wall Memorial for a more in-depth survey of that infamous barrier, or swing by the Jewish Museum. Finish your day in the lively Prenzlauer Berg district.


Berlin merits additional time if you have it. There’s much more in the city (such as the wonderful Gemäldegalerie art museum). And nearby are some very worthwhile day trips: At Potsdam, glide like a swan through the opulent halls of an imperial palace or, at Oranienburg, ponder the darkest chapter of this nation’s past at the Sachsenhausen Concentration Camp Memorial. The historic town of Wittenberg—less than an hour away by train—is gearing up for the 500th birthday of the Reformation in 2017.




The History of Berlin


Berlin was a humble, marshy burg—its name perhaps derived from an old Slavic word for “swamp”—until prince electors from the Hohenzollern dynasty made it their capital in the mid-15th century. Gradually their territory spread and strengthened, becoming the powerful Kingdom of Prussia in 1701. As the leading city of Prussia, Berlin dominated the northern Germanic world—both militarily and culturally—long before there was a united “Germany.”


The only Hohenzollern ruler worth remembering was Frederick the Great (1712-1786). The ultimate enlightened despot, he was both a ruthless military tactician (he consolidated his kingdom’s holdings, successfully invading Silesia and biting off a chunk of Poland) and a cultured lover of the arts (he actively invited artists, architects, and other thinkers to his lands). “Old Fritz,” as he was called, played the flute, spoke six languages, and counted Voltaire among his friends. Practical and cosmopolitan, Frederick cleverly invited to Prussia Protestants who were being persecuted elsewhere in Europe—including the French Huguenots and Dutch traders. Prussia became the beneficiary of these groups’ substantial wealth and know-how. Frederick the Great left Berlin—and Prussia—a far more modern and enlightened place than he found it. Thanks largely to him, Prussia was well-positioned to become a magnet of sorts for the German unification movement in the 19th century.
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When Germany first unified, in 1871, Berlin (as the main city of its most powerful constituent state, Prussia) was its natural capital. Even in the disarray of post-WWI Germany, Berlin thrived as an anything-goes, cabaret-crazy cultural capital of the Roaring ’20s. During World War II, the city was Hitler’s headquarters—and the place where the Führer drew his final breath. When the Soviet Army reached Berlin in 1945, the protracted fighting left the city in ruins.


After World War II, Berlin was divided by the victorious Allied powers. The American, British, and French sectors became West Berlin, and the Soviet sector, East Berlin. In 1948 and 1949, the Soviets tried to starve the 2.2 million residents of the Western half in an almost medieval-style siege, blockading all roads in and out. But they were foiled by the Berlin Airlift, with the Western Allies flying in supplies from Frankfurt 24 hours a day for 10 months.


Years later, with the overnight construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961, an Iron (or, at least, concrete) Curtain literally cut through the middle of the city, completely encircling West Berlin—for details, see “The Berlin Wall (and Its Fall)” on here.


While the wild night when the Wall came down (November 9, 1989) was inspiring, Berlin still faced a fitful transition to reunification. Two cities—and countries—became one at a staggering pace. Reunification had its downside, and the Wall survives in the minds of some people. Some “Ossies” (impolite slang for Easterners) missed their security. Some “Wessies” missed their easy ride (military deferrals, subsidized rent, and tax breaks for living in an isolated city surrounded by the communist world). For free spirits, walled-in West Berlin was a citadel of freedom within the East.


More than 25 years later, the old East-West division has faded. The city government has been eager to charge forward, with little nostalgia for anything associated with the East. Big corporations and the national government have moved in, and the dreary swath of land that was the Wall and its notorious “death strip” has been transformed (as the cash-starved city has been selling off lots of land to anyone determined to develop it). Berlin is a whole new city—ready to welcome visitors.





Orientation to Berlin


Berlin is huge, with 3.4 million people. The city is spread out and its sights numerous, so you’ll need to be well-organized to experience it all smartly. The tourist’s Berlin can be broken into three main digestible chunks:


Eastern Berlin has the highest concentration of notable sights and colorful neighborhoods. Near the landmark Brandenburg Gate, you’ll find the Reichstag building, Pariser Platz, and poignant memorials to Hitler’s victims. From the Brandenburg Gate, the famous Unter den Linden boulevard runs eastward, passing the German History Museum and Museum Island (Pergamon Museum, Neues Museum, and Berlin Cathedral) on the way to Alexanderplatz (TV Tower). South of Unter den Linden are the delightful Gendarmenmarkt square, noteworthy Nazi sites (including the Topography of Terror), good Wall-related sights (Museum of the Wall at Checkpoint Charlie), and the Jewish Museum. Farther south is the colorful Kreuzberg neighborhood. Across the Spree River are the worth-a-wander neighborhoods of Hackescher Markt, Oranienburger Strasse, and Prenzlauer Berg (recommended hotels and a very lively restaurant/nightlife zone). The Berlin Wall Memorial is at the west edge of Prenzlauer Berg. The stretch of the Wall known as the East Side Gallery is to the east, beyond Alexanderplatz in the burgeoning district of Friedrichshain.


Central Berlin is dominated by the giant Tiergarten park, with its angel-topped Victory Column. South of the park are the German Resistance Memorial, Potsdamer Platz, and the Kulturforum museum complex, which includes the Gemäldegalerie, New National Gallery (closed until at least 2017), Musical Instruments Museum, and Philharmonic Concert Hall. To the north is the huge Hauptbahnhof (the city’s main train station), with the Natural History Museum nearby.


Western Berlin focuses on the Bahnhof Zoo train station (often marked “Zoologischer Garten” on transit maps) and the grand Kurfürstendamm boulevard, nicknamed “Ku’damm” (transportation hub, shopping, and recommended hotels). Even though the east side of the city is all the rage, big-name stores and destination restaurants keep the west side buzzing. During the Cold War, capitalists visited this “Western Sector,” possibly with a nervous side-trip beyond the Wall into the grim and foreboding East. (Cubans, Russians, Poles, and Angolans stayed behind the Wall and did their sightseeing in the East.)


TOURIST INFORMATION


With any luck, you won’t have to use Berlin’s TIs—they’re for-profit agencies working for the city’s big hotels, which colors the information they provide. TI branches, appropriately called “info-stores,” are unlikely to have the information you need (tel. 030/250-025, www.visitberlin.de). You’ll find them at the Hauptbahnhof train station (daily 8:00-22:00, by main entrance on Europaplatz), at Europa Center (Mon-Sat 10:00-20:00, closed Sun, hidden inside shopping mall ground floor at Tauentzienstrasse 9; nearby “info box” kiosk on Rankestrasse across from Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church open daily 10:00-18:00, until 16:00 Nov-March), at the Brandenburg Gate (daily 9:30-19:00, until 18:00 Nov-March), and at the TV Tower (daily 10:00-18:00, until 16:00 Nov-March, Panoramastrasse 1a).


Skip the TI’s €1 map, and instead browse the walking tour company brochures—many include nearly-as-good maps for free. Most hotels also provide free city maps. While the TI does sell the three-day Museum Pass Berlin (described next), it’s also available at major museums. If you take a walking tour, your guide is likely a better source of nightlife or shopping tips than the TI.


Museum Passes: The three-day, €24 Museum Pass Berlin is a great value and pays for itself in a hurry. It gets you into more than 50 museums, including the national museums and most of the recommended biggies (though not the German History Museum), on three consecutive days. Sights covered by the pass include the five Museum Island museums (Old National Gallery, Neues, Altes, Bode, and Pergamon), Gemäldegalerie, and the Jewish Museum Berlin, along with other more minor sights. Buy it at the TI or any participating museum. The pass generally lets you skip the line and go directly into the museum.


The €18 Museum Island Pass (Bereichskarte Museumsinsel; does not include special exhibits) covers all the venues on Museum Island and is a fine value—but for just €6 more, the three-day Museum Pass Berlin gives you triple the days and many more entries. TIs also sell the WelcomeCard, a transportation pass that includes discounts for the following recommended sights (and more): Berlin Cathedral, DDR Museum, German History Museum, Museum of the Wall at Checkpoint Charlie, Jewish Museum Berlin, and The Kennedys Museum (pass described later, under “Getting Around Berlin”).


ARRIVAL IN BERLIN


By Train at Berlin Hauptbahnhof


Berlin’s grandest train station is Berlin Hauptbahnhof (a.k.a. “der Bahnhof”, abbreviated Hbf). All long-distance trains arrive here, at Europe’s biggest, mostly underground train station. This is a “transfer station”—unique for its major lines coming in at right angles—where the national train system meets the city’s S-Bahn trains.
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The gigantic station can be intimidating, but it’s laid out logically on five floors (which, confusingly, can be marked in different ways). Escalators and elevators connect the main floor (Erdgeschoss, EG, a.k.a level 0); the two lower levels (Untergeschoss, UG1 and UG2, a.k.a. levels -1 and -2); and the two upper levels (Obersgeschoss, OG1 and OG2, a.k.a. levels +1 and +2). Tracks 1-8 are in the lowest underground level (UG2), while tracks 11-16 (along with the S-Bahn) are on the top floor (OG2). Shops and services are concentrated on the three middle levels (EG, OG1, and UG1). The south entrance (toward the Reichstag and downtown, with a taxi stand) is marked Washingtonplatz, while the north entrance is marked Europaplatz.


Services: On the main floor (EG), you’ll find the TI (facing the north/Europaplatz entrance, look left) and the “Rail & Fresh WC” facility (public pay toilets, near the Burger King and food court). Up one level (OG1) are a 24-hour pharmacy and lockers (directly under track 14).
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Train Information and Tickets: The station has a Deutsche Bahn Reisezentrum information center on the first upper level (OG1/+1, open long hours daily). If you’re staying in western Berlin, keep in mind that the info center at the Bahnhof Zoo station is just as good and much less crowded.


EurAide is an English-speaking information desk with answers to your questions about train travel around Europe. It’s located at counter 12 inside the Reisezentrum on the first upper level (OG1/+1). It’s American-run, so communication is simple. This is an especially good place to make fast-train and couchette reservations (generally open Mon-Fri 10:30-19:00, until 20:00 May-July and Sept, check website for specific hours, closed Jan-Feb and Sat-Sun year-round; www.euraide.com).


Shopping: In addition to all those trains, the Hauptbahnhof is home to 80 shops with long hours—some locals call the station a “shopping mall with trains” (only stores selling travel provisions are open Sun). The Kaisers supermarket (UG1, follow signs for tracks 1-2) is handy for assembling a picnic for your train ride.


Getting into Town: Taxis and buses wait outside the station, but the S-Bahn is probably the best means of connecting to your destination within Berlin. It’s simple: All S-Bahn trains are on tracks 15 and 16 at the top of the station (level OG2/+2). All trains on track 15 go east, stopping at Friedrichstrasse, Hackescher Markt (with connections to Prenzlauer Berg), Alexanderplatz, and Ostbahnhof; trains on track 16 go west, toward Bahnhof Zoo and Savignyplatz. (Your train ticket or rail pass into the station covers your connecting S-Bahn ride into town; your outbound ticket includes the transfer via S-Bahn to the Hauptbahnhof.)


To reach most recommended hotels in eastern Berlin’s Prenzlauer Berg neighborhood, it’s fastest to take any train on track 15 two stops to Hackescher Markt, exit to Spandauer Strasse, go left, and cross the tracks to the tram stop. Here you’ll catch tram #M1 north (direction: Schillerstrasse).


To reach western Berlin, catch any train on track 16 to Savignyplatz, where you’re a five-minute walk to most recommended hotels. Savignyplatz is one stop after Bahnhof Zoo (rhymes with “toe”; a.k.a. Bahnhof Zoologischer Garten), the once-grand train hub now eclipsed by the Hauptbahnhof. Nowadays Bahnhof Zoo is an unusually sketchy S-Bahn stop; expect it to be a massive construction zone.


The Berlin Hauptbahnhof is not well-connected to the city’s U-Bahn (subway) system—yet. The station’s sole U-Bahn line—U55—goes only two stops, to the Brandenburger Tor station, and doesn’t really connect to the rest of the system. It’s part of a planned extension of the U5 line to Alexanderplatz that’s far from completion. But for transit junkies, it is an interesting ride on Europe’s shortest subway line.


By Plane


For information on reaching the city center from Berlin’s airports, see “Berlin Connections” at the end of this chapter.


HELPFUL HINTS


Medical Help: “Call a doc” is a nonprofit referral service designed for tourists (tel. 01805-321-303, phone answered 24 hours a day, www.call-a-doc.com). The US Embassy also has a list of local English-speaking doctors (tel. 030/83050, http://germany.usembassy.gov).


Museum Tips: Some major Berlin museums are closed on Monday. If you plan to see several museums, you’ll save money with the Museum Pass Berlin, which covers nearly all the city sights for three days—including everything covered by the one-day Museum Island Pass (see “Tourist Information—Museum Passes,” earlier).


Addresses: Many Berlin streets are numbered with odd and even numbers on the same side of the street, often with no connection to the other side (for example, Ku’damm #212 can be across the street from #14). To save steps, check the white street signs on curb corners; many list the street numbers covered on that side of the block.


Festivals: Berlin hosts a near-constant string of events, including the Berlinale international film festival (11 days in February, www.berlinale.de), Carnival of Cultures (four-day street festival of international music and dance culminating in a parade through Kreuzberg’s Blücherplatz on Pentecost Sunday, www.karneval-berlin.de), Classic Open Air Festival (six days of music on Gendarmenmarkt, early July, www.classicopenair.de), International Literature Festival (everything presented in its original language, 10 days in September, www.literaturfestival.com), big celebrations around the Brandenburg Gate for Unity Day (October 3), Festival of Lights (landmark buildings artistically lit for a week in mid-October, www.festival-of-lights.de), and Jazzfest Berlin (four days in early November, www.berlinerfestspiele.de).


Cold War Terminology: What Americans called “East Germany” was technically the German Democratic Republic—the Deutsche Demokratische Republik, or DDR (pronounced day-day-AIR). You’ll still see those initials around what was once East Germany. The name for what was “West Germany”—the Federal Republic of Germany (Bundesrepublik Deutschland, or BRD)—is now the name shared by all of Germany.
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Laundry: Berlin has several self-service launderettes with long hours (wash and dry-€4-9/load). Near my recommended hotels in Prenzlauer Berg, try Waschsalon 115 (daily 6:00-22:00, Wi-Fi, Torstrasse 115, around corner from recommended Circus hostel) or Eco-Express Waschsalon (daily 6:00-22:00, handy pizzeria next door, Danziger Strasse 7). The Schnell & Sauber Waschcenter chain has a location in Prenzlauer Berg (daily 6:00-23:00, Oderberger Strasse 1).


Local Publications: Berlin Programm is a comprehensive German-language monthly, especially strong in high culture, that lists upcoming events and museum hours (€2.20, www.berlin-programm.de). Exberliner Magazine, an English monthly (published mostly by expat Brits who love to poke fun at expat Americans), gives a fascinating insider’s look at this fast-changing city (€3 but often given away at theaters or on the street, www.exberliner.com).


Shell Games: Believe it or not, there are still enough idiots on the street to keep the con men with their shell games in business. Don’t be foolish enough to engage with any gambling on the street.


Updates to This Book: For the latest, check www.ricksteves.com/update.


GETTING AROUND BERLIN


The city is vast. Berlin’s sights spread far and wide. Right from the start, commit yourself to the city’s fine public-transit system.


By Public Transit: Subway, Train, Tram, and Bus


Berlin’s consolidated transit system uses the same ticket for its many modes of transportation: U-Bahn (Untergrund-Bahn, Berlin’s subway), S-Bahn (Stadtschnellbahn, or “fast urban train,” mostly aboveground), Strassenbahn (tram), and bus. For all types of transit, there are three lettered zones (A, B, and C). Most of your sightseeing will be in zones A and B (the city proper)—but you’ll need to buy a ticket that also covers zone C if you’re going to Potsdam, Sachsenhausen, Schönefeld airport, or other outlying areas.


Berlin’s public transit is operated by BVG (except the S-Bahn, which is run by the Deutsche Bahn). Timetables and the latest prices are available on the helpful BVG website (www.bvg.de). Get and use the excellent Discover Berlin by Train and Bus map-guide published by BVG (at subway ticket windows).


Ticket Options


•The €2.70 basic single ticket (Einzelfahrschein) covers two hours of travel in one direction. It’s easy to make this ticket stretch to cover several rides...as long as they’re in the same direction.


•The €1.60 short-ride ticket (Kurzstrecke Fahrschein) covers a single ride of up to six bus/tram stops or three subway stations (one transfer allowed on subway). You can save a little bit on short-ride tickets by buying them in groups of four (€5.60).


•The €9 four-trip ticket (4-Fahrten-Karte) is the same as four basic single tickets at a small discount.


•The day pass (Tageskarte) is good until 3:00 the morning after you buy it (€6.90 for zones AB, €7.40 for zones ABC). For longer stays, consider a seven-day pass (Sieben-Tage-Karte; €29.50 for zones AB, €36.50 for zones ABC), or the WelcomeCard (options from 2 to 6 days; described below). The Kleingruppenkarte lets groups of up to five travel all day (€16.90 for zones AB, €17.40 for zones ABC).


•If you’ve already bought a ticket for zones A and B, and later decide that you want to go to zone C (such as to Potsdam), you can buy an “extension ticket” (Anschlussfahrschein) for €1.60 per ride in that zone.


•If you plan to cover a lot of ground using public transportation during a two- or three-day visit, the WelcomeCard is usually the best deal (available at TIs; www.visitberlin.de/welcomecard). It covers all public transportation and gives you up to 50 percent discounts on lots of minor and a few major museums (including Checkpoint Charlie), sightseeing tours (including 25 percent off the recommended Original Berlin Walks), and music and theater events. It’s especially smart for families, as each adult card also covers up to three kids under age 15. The Berlin-only card covers transit zones AB (€19.50/48 hours, €27.50/72 hours, also 4-, 5-, and 6-day options). For multiple trips beyond the city center, there’s a Berlin-with-Potsdam card (zones ABC, €21.50/48 hours, €29.50/72 hours, also 4-, 5-, and 6-day options). If you’re a museum junkie, consider the WelcomeCard+Museumsinsel (€42/72 hours), which combines travel in zones A and B with unlimited access to the five museums on Museum Island (€44/72 hours for the ABC version).


Buying Tickets: You can buy U-Bahn/S-Bahn tickets from machines at stations. (They are also sold at BVG pavilions at train stations and at the TI, from machines on board trams, and on buses from drivers, who’ll give change.) Erwachsener means “adult”—anyone age 14 or older. Don’t be afraid of the automated machines: First select the type of ticket you want, then load the coins or paper bills. (Coins work better, so keep some handy.)


Boarding Transit: As you board the bus or tram, or enter the subway, punch your ticket in a clock machine to validate it (or risk a €60 fine; for passes, stamp it only the first time you ride). Be sure to travel with a valid ticket. Tickets are checked frequently, often by plainclothes inspectors. You may be asked to show your ticket when boarding the bus (technically that’s required), though most drivers skip this.


Transit Tips: The S-Bahn crosstown express is a river of public transit through the heart of the city, in which many lines converge on one basic highway. Get used to this, and you’ll leap within a few minutes between key locations: Savignyplatz (hotels in western Berlin), Bahnhof Zoo (Ku’damm, bus #100), Hauptbahnhof (all major trains in and out of Berlin), Friedrichstrasse (a short walk north of the heart of Unter den Linden; this station has the interesting Palace of Tears exhibit), Hackescher Markt (Museum Island, restaurants, nightlife, connection to Prenzlauer Berg hotels and eateries), and Alexanderplatz (eastern end of Unter den Linden).


Sections of the U-Bahn or S-Bahn sometimes close temporarily for repairs. In this situation, a bus route often replaces the train (Ersatzverkehr, or “replacement transportation”; zwischen means “between”).


Within Berlin, Eurail passes are good only on S-Bahn connections from the train station when you arrive and to the station when you depart.


By Taxi


Cabs are easy to flag down, and taxi stands are common. A typical ride within town costs €8-10, and a crosstown trip (for example, Savignyplatz to Alexanderplatz) will run about €15. Tariff 1 is for a Kurzstrecke ticket (see below). All other rides are tariff 2 (€3.40 drop plus €1.80/km for the first 7 kilometers, then €1.28/km after that). If possible, use cash—paying with a credit card comes with a hefty surcharge (about €4, regardless of the fare).


Money-Saving Taxi Tip: For any ride of less than two kilometers (about a mile), you can save several euros if you take advantage of the Kurzstrecke (short-stretch) rate. To get this rate, it’s important that you flag the cab down on the street—not at or even near a taxi stand. You must ask for the Kurzstrecke rate as soon as you hop in: Confidently say “Kurzstrecke, bitte” (KOORTS-shtreh-keh, BIT-teh), and your driver will grumble and flip the meter to a fixed €4 rate (for a ride that would otherwise cost €7).


By Bike


Flat Berlin is a very bike-friendly city, but be careful—Berlin’s motorists don’t brake for bicyclists (and bicyclists don’t brake for pedestrians). Fortunately, some roads and sidewalks have special red-painted bike lanes. Don’t ride on the regular sidewalk—it’s verboten (though locals do it all the time). Better yet, to get out of the city on two wheels, rent a bike, take it on the subway (requires extra €1.80 ticket) to the pleasant Potsdam/Wannsee parkland area west of town, then ride through forests and along skinny lakes to the vast Grünewald park, then back into the city. (During the Cold War, Grünewald was the Wessies’ playground, while Ossies communed with nature at the Müggelsee, east of town.) Bike shops can suggest a specific route.
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Fat Tire Bikes rents good bikes at two handy locations—East (at the base of the TV Tower near Alexanderplatz) and West (at Bahnhof Zoo—leaving the station onto Hardenbergplatz, turn left and walk 100 yards to the big bike sign). Both locations have the same hours and rates (€14/day, cheaper rate for two or more days, trekking and e-bikes available, free luggage storage, daily May-Aug 9:30-20:00, March-April and Sept-Oct 9:30-18:00, shorter hours or by appointment only Nov-Feb, leave ID, tel. 030/2404-7991, www.berlinbikerental.com).


In eastern Berlin, Take a Bike—near the Friedrichstrasse S-Bahn station—is owned by a lovely Dutch-German couple who know a lot about bikes and have a huge inventory (3-gear bikes: €8/4 hours, €12.50/day, €19/2 days, slightly cheaper for longer rentals, more for better bikes, includes helmets, daily 9:30-19:00, Neustädtische Kirchstrasse 8, tel. 030/2065-4730, www.takeabike.de). To find it, leave the S-Bahn station via the Friedrichstrasse exit, turn right, go through a triangle-shaped square, and hang a left on Neustädtische Kirchstrasse.


All around town, simple Rent a Bike stands are outside countless shops, restaurants, and hotels. Most charge €10 to €12 a day, and are super-convenient, given their ubiquitous availability—but these bikes don’t come with the reliable quality, advice, helmets, or maps commonly offered by full-service rental shops.



Tours in Berlin



Bus Tours


▲▲▲Hop-On, Hop-Off Buses


Several companies offer the same routine: a circuit of the city with unlimited hop-on, hop-off privileges all day for about €20 (about 15 stops at the city’s major tourist spots—Potsdamer Platz, Museum Island, Brandenburg Gate, the Kaiser Wilhelm Memorial Church, and so on). For specifics, look for brochures in your hotel lobby or at the TI. Buses come with cursory narration in English and German by a live, sometimes tired guide or a boring recorded commentary. In season, buses run at least four times per hour. They are great for photography—and Berlin really lends itself to this kind of bus-tour orientation.

OEBPS/graphics/00v-01-berlinintro.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001-01-berlinpan.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008-01-berlin_gr.jpg
2. Wnasnw
10U, 1y Z1IM110%
Py, 16 NaDan
oxadZNIAN > MO LownHo y 3
dew eep 2myd IVIAOWIANW . IEWM: osxass
g iy o5 v g s
ey WY O e drupae
. RN . s, | op—
* g7 Wnas| o -uagioliey
o “hay HeIMar 0¥¥aL 40 0 ug 1e8u3 335 | | y403n3 4 HOLE4)
- Wao > TVIHOWI E}
G 35HI0% >:m<.umcm.9 : St = %, 20)dhubiavs z:k M_w,‘séﬁx
a8 - g ] P (Vo= TR 2 mommmhﬁg (® lazuozess
0 201/pioN
INIOAXOTHD  souspsioq G sl XL e
e N L PR A W
3 Smar O 7 BT
s § axdnauon o8 N0 A X
o J9s wauopury £ OLWIHONIN A0LOIA I @ praehiny “surg HNGNILLOTAVHO
ouaedae HO3HD a1vo st 630 ! \
T Dka'\ o 290 9dNANIANY4 i pustsans)
3 sivn & SACECE R 29v1vd®
T AV qyyganivg | NAON OVISHIITN N OANANTLLOTAVHI
KD nuasnne @ FLLIW S o dow yurop.
- ¥ S o3l s
Vil 4 .
SRV WnIsNW @ HEZZRANG 4oa; e
20jd =) : 1y 2
sapuosayy ) : 0
ayiey Y3ytng p
sofosaoey 40HNHVE
Fmox 3N909YNAS dew yerop LdnvH
AL MIN AIeM uljiag JO I5ag 3dS. % i
v I
. B
dew evep 5 To3owony L
sy Isiowow fem 905 3
o3d IVIHOWIN .
FANVIZNTH VM e s savnivizasss [
| “° SNOLLYLS ® 3NIT NHva-6 aaavAz1a —HEH—
o 368N00 = = = =
S5 N TIVM 3NN04 40
27 NowviNawnooa
Lo TIVM NITE IS
" wedianain M3IAIDAQ UI|IDg






OEBPS/graphics/011-01-ddr.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00vi-01-ricksig1.jpg
R [







OEBPS/graphics/9781631214646.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/001-02-berlinicon.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00i-01-11045002_123rf.jpg







OEBPS/graphics/004-01-histbrandgate.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/014-01-berlinbike.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/002-01-berlinsightmod_gr.jpg
Berlin Sightseeing Modules

A

To Sachsenhausen |

EASTERN

@ 3 BERLIN .
German Hist. Museum

Museum Island
Prenzlauer Berg
Berlin Wall Memorial
TV. Tower/Alexanderplatz

Reichstag
Brandenburg Gate
Memorial to
Murdered Jews

UNTER DEN LINDEN
Ku'damm

Savignyplatz Area

KaDeWe Dep’t Store
Charlottenburg

Checkpoint Charlie
Gendarmenmarkt
Jewish Museum
Topography of Terror

CENTRAL
BERLIN
Tiergarten Park
Potsdamer Platz

Kulturforum

To Gemaildegalerie
““Potedam

Not to Scale






OEBPS/graphics/007-01-hauptbahnhof.jpg





