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    Collect all the Charmseekers -


  




  

    The Queen’s Bracelet


  




  The Silver Pool




  The Dragon’s Revenge




  A Tale of Two Sisters




  The Fragile Force




  The Stolen Goblet




  The Magic Crystals




  Secret Treasure




  Star Island




  Moonlight and Mermaids




  The Mirror of Deception




  Zorgan and the Gorsemen




  The Last Portal




  

    www.charmseekers.co.uk


  




  





  




  [image: ]




  





  




  

  For Fiona Kennedy – my editorial guide and mentor on the quest – with much love and appreciation.





  





  




  Contents




  The Thirteen Charms of Karisma




  One




  Two




  Three




  Four




  Five




  Six




  Seven




  Eight




  Nine




  Ten




  Eleven




  Twelve




  Thirteen




  





  




  [image: ]




  





  




  

    [image: ]


  




  





[image: ]




  [image: ]






  When Charm became queen of Karisma, the wise and beautiful Silversmith made her a precious gift. It was a bracelet. On it were fastened thirteen silver amulets, which the

  Silversmith called ‘charms’, in honour of the new queen.




  It was part of Karisma law. Whenever there was a new ruler the Silversmith made a special gift, to help them care for the world they had inherited. And this time it was a bracelet. She told

  Queen Charm it was magical because the charms held the power to control the forces of nature and keep everything in balance. She must take the greatest care of them. As long as she, and she alone,

  had possession of the charms all would be well.


  



  And so it was, until the bracelet was stolen by a spider, and fell into the hands of Zorgan, the magician. Then there was chaos!
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  One Saturday evening, shortly before her birthday, Sesame was at home with her grandmother, Lossy, watching television. She was engrossed in a

  programme about rescuing orphan orangutans. She thought the babies looked adorable, playing with their carers in a reserve.
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  “I wish I could look after an orangutan,” she said, and suddenly a vision of Fig popped into her head. He was the tiny tunganora1

  she’d rescued, when she’d gone to Karisma for the first time. Sesame had last seen Fig and his mother, Hob, after the Feast of the Stolen Goblet,2 and she wondered how they were.








  Lossy glanced at her granddaughter sitting on the sofa cuddling her cats, Chips and Pins. She knew how much Sesame loved animals and the TV programme had given Lossy an idea. I’ll go

  online when Sesame’s gone to bed and find out more about it, she thought. Then she quickly changed the subject.




  “I expect Nic and Jodie are having a lovely evening,” she remarked casually.
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  “Mm,” said Sesame. She sounded enthusiastic. “Dad says he’s going to ask Jodie to marry him tonight.




   He’s bought a ring. I saw it yesterday. It’s gorgeous!”






   Lossy smiled. Sesame’s mother, Poppy, had died when she was a baby and during the past year, Lossy had noticed a growing bond between Sesame and her riding teacher, Jodie Luck. A while

  ago, when Nic had asked Sesame how she might feel about having Jodie as her stepmother, she’d replied without hesitation: “Wicked!”
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  Next day, Sesame, Nic and Lossy were discussing ideas for Sesame’s birthday party. It was just two weeks’ away and this year it fell at half-term, on Friday the

  thirteenth.




  “Could I have a disco with a real DJ?” Sesame asked.




  “Sounds great,” said Nic.




  “What about the noise?” Lossy said. “We don’t want to upset Mrs Adams next door.”




  “If we give her plenty of warning, I’m sure she’ll understand,” Nic said. “I know a super DJ called Spinner Shindigs and we can have a marquee in the

  garden.”




  “Thanks Dad,” said Sesame, her eyes shining with delight. “I’ve got loads of friends I’d like to ask. It’ll be the best party ever! Don’t worry,

  Gran. I’ll go and see Mrs Adams. She’s good fun. I’ll invite her too.”




  Chips and Pins caught Sesame’s excited mood and chased each other round the furniture.




  “Okay,” she said. “I won’t forget you!”
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  Sesame got busy straightaway. First she wrote a guest list (quite a long one), then she designed and printed party invitations on her computer.








  So, early on Monday morning Sesame was in the playground handing out invitations. There was one each for her special friends – Maddy Webb (her best friend), Gemma Green and Liz

  Robinson – and Sesame had specially remembered to invite Hayley, a new girl in her class.




  “Thank you,” said Hayley, her sea-blue eyes sparkling. She wore her golden blonde hair swept back with a hairband, like Sesame. “I love disco dancing!”




  Sesame and Maddy sat near Hayley in class and they’d liked her at once. One breaktime, while they were chatting, Hayley told them a little about herself; she had a brown-and-white puppy

  called Snoopy, played the flute and loved collecting jewellery. When they heard about the jewellery, Sesame and Maddy exchanged glances; if only Hayley knew they collected magical charms!

  Maybe one day, Sesame thought, I’ll tell her about our Charmseekers club.
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  Before long, Sesame was surrounded by a gaggle of girls, all chattering about her party and what they were going to wear.








  When Olivia Pike came along, Sesame surprised everyone by giving her an invitation too. The whole school knew Sesame and Olivia were not the best of friends! But that was before an incident at

  Jodie’s stables, when Sesame caught Olivia’s runaway pony Ever since, the two girls had been on friendlier terms. Maddy stared at Sesame open-mouthed.




  “Wha—” she began.




  “It’s okay,” whispered Sesame. “I’ll explain later.”




  Olivia looked really pleased to be invited.
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