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THE HUMAN STORY

HUMAN MARVELS

1 Tallest man

Dharmendra Pratap Singh from Meerut, Uttar Pradesh, is the tallest living man in India. Singh is 8 ft 1 in tall and is taller than the Great Khali whose height is 7 ft 1 in! Singh was not able to find a job because of his height. Now, he works with an amusement park where he gets paid for letting visitors click pictures with him.

2 Shortest woman
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The shortest living woman in the world is Jyoti Kisanji Amge (b. 16 December 1993). She celebrated her 18th birthday by being declared the shortest woman in the world, with a height of 62.8 cm (24.7 in) and weight of 5.4 kg.

3 Longest moustache

Ram Singh Chauhan from Jaipur has the longest moustache in the world. He has not trimmed his moustache since 1970. His moustache is 4.29 m long – almost as long as a saree!

4 Most billiard balls in one hand
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Dinesh Shivnath Upadhyaya (b. 16 January 1976) of Goregaon, Mumbai, can hold 12 billiard balls in his right hand. He held them for 8.25 secs on 7 April 2018 at the PFR office, Goregaon.

5 Most brand logo tattoos on body

Mathew Jason George (b. 3 May 1991) of Dombivli (E), Mumbai, has 421 permanent tattoos of different brand logos on his body made by tattoo artists Mangesh Rane and Jyoti Khadka. They began making the tattoos at 21 Tattoo Studio on 24 June and completed them by 3 July 2017, taking 8 hours every day.

YOGA

6 100 yogasanas in 5 mins

Veera Thirupugazh (b. 20 September 2010) of Thanjavur, Tamil Nadu, performed 100 different yogasanas in 5 mins at the annual meeting of the Lions Club in Madukkur town on 28 June 2018.

7 Longest laughter yoga marathon

It is fun to have a good laugh and it also improves your health! Dr Harish Rawat (b. 7 February 1980) of Kaushambi, Ghaziabad, founder of Lot of Laughter (LOL) club, and six other participants performed a laughter yoga marathon for 36 hrs from 9:35 a.m. on 30 June to 9:35 p.m. on 1 July 2018.

COLLECTIONS

8 Autographs of Sachin Tendulkar

Getting an autograph of Master Blaster Sachin Tendulkar is a dream for many. How fantastic it would be to have a collection of Tendulkar’s autographs! Satish Laxman Chaphekar (b. 5 February 1957) of Dombivli, Mumbai, Maharashtra, began his Sachin Tendulkar autograph collection in 1969. He has 100 autographs for Sachin’s 100 centuries and other autographs on photos, papers, news clippings, bats, balls, gloves, bails, stumps, shorts, T-shirts and caps.

9 Pencils
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Would you enjoy seeing a museum which has different kinds of pencils? Well, that is the ambition of Tushar Lakhanpal (b. 14 April 1998), a resident of Delhi, who has the largest pencil collection in the world. He has a collection of a whopping 19,824 pencils as on 14 October 2015. Started in 2001, his collection has pencils from 62 countries, including perfumed pencils, pencils that show temperature, a spoon-like pencil, and those made of handmade and recycled papers.
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10 Erasers

After pencils, let us find out who has the largest eraser collection. Khushboo Marda Malani (b. 10 March 1980) of Delhi has 14,740 erasers collected from 1992 till 30 June 2018. The erasers, which are from 15 countries, are of different types, shapes and with various pictures like animals, food items, transportation, electronics, currencies, educational items and sports, among others.

11 Crosswords

Raju Umamaheswar of Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, has a collection of solved and unsolved crosswords, a hobby since 1991. By 30 June 2018, he had 166,770 solved crosswords, including 2,039 online. He has also collected 544,941 unsolved crosswords.

12 Napkins

Parveen Gupta (b. 29 April 1969), his wife Anuradha Gupta (b. 30 May 1968) and daughter Dr Kanika Gupta (b. 7 December 1993) of New Delhi, have been collecting paper napkins from many countries since 2014. Their collection (till 6 June 2018) has 21,245 paper napkins depicting monuments, maps among others.

13 Coins from most countries

Manish Kumar Dhameja (b. 10 July 1986) of Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, has a collection of coins from 501 countries.


14 Did You Know?

How many twins do you know? We bet not more than 10! Would you believe it if we say there is a village in India where there are 400 pairs of twins? The Kodinhi village in Malapuram, Kerala, has the most number of twins in India. It is estimated that there are nine pairs of twins born among every 1,000 babies born in the country, but in Kodinhi 45 pairs are born among every 1,000 newborns! Kodinhi is now known as the twin town and has even formed an association for twins.



Quick fact: The study or collection of coins and notes is known as 'numismatics' and coin collection is believed to be one of the oldest hobbies in the world.

15 Stamps from most countries

Pratyush Srivastava (b. 29 October 1984), his wife Pallavi and son Prish from Pune, Maharashtra, have a collection of 14,000 stamps from 702 countries, including all UN member countries. They started collecting the stamps in 1992. The collection of stamps and other postal stationery is known as philately.

TALLEST

16 Man-made Christmas tree

We all love to put up Christmas trees in our homes during Christmas. The taller the tree, the happier we are! Surreal Brand Solutions India Pvt. Ltd made a Christmas tree that was 18.05 m high − half the height of the Lotus Temple in New Delhi. The tree weighed 2.3 tonnes and was put up by 55 people on 8 December 2017.

17 Cricket bat
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Imagine a cricket bat taller than the India Gate in New Delhi! The tallest cricket bat in the world was created by Shoppers Stop, Bengaluru, Karnataka, on 20 April 2017. The height of the bat was 48.76 m and it was made in 10 days by more than 60 people.
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SMALLEST

18 Guitar

Jatinder Pal Singh (b. 25 September 1975) of Hansi, Hisar District, Haryana, made a guitar that measured 1.5 in – as tiny as a safety pin. The wooden guitar was made in 5 hrs on 15 February 2018 and can be used to play music.

19 Scissors

A tiny pair of gold scissors was made by Mattewada Ajay Kumar (b. 7 December 1973) of Warangal, Telangana, in 3 hrs in 2015. The 0.43 in scissors, which is as tiny as your fingernail, can be used to cut paper.

20 Gold violin
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Another tiny wonder created by Mattewada Ajay Kumar is a small gold violin, which is half the length of a matchstick. Music can be played on this 0.78 in long gold violin, which was made in 12 hours in 2009.

21 Pizza

Imagine popping mini pizzas as small as a ten-rupee coin into your mouth! A team of 25 chefs of Austin 40 Cafehouse in Pune, Maharashtra, created 4,077 one–inch pizzas on 26 December 2017.

LARGEST

22 Largest cushion
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The largest cushion in the country, called Cushion Kari, was displayed at an exhibition at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, during 20–22 June 2017. This large cushion, which measures 25 ft x 20 ft, is as high as five people standing one on top of another.

23 Largest chocolate painting

Don’t you love chocolates? How about a painting made with chocolate? Windsor Chocolatier made the largest painting with chocolate using light brown and dark chocolate. Made by six people in 200 hrs in March 2018, this painting was 8 ft in height, taller than a fully grown giraffe!

24 Largest Gandhi spectacles

The largest pair of eyeglasses similar to Mahatma Gandhi's was made by Vasant Raghunath Thakur on 2 October 2017 at the Congress Committee office in Nashik, Maharashtra. The eyeglasses were made of metal rod and glass, and measured 7 ft x 9 ft.


25 Did You Know?

Vikas Sikharam (b. 6 July 1992) of Bengaluru, Karnataka, made a waistcoat using only Band-Aid. He stuck 3,000 Band-Aid strips on one another without support to make the 79 cm long waistcoat. Weighing 400 g, the width of the waistcoat was 54 cm (21 in) on the front and back, with a total width of 108 cm (42 in). The Band-Aid waistcoat was made in 8 hrs between 6 January and 9 January 2018.



LONGEST

26 Turban
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Avtar Singh Mauni from Patiala, Punjab, has the longest turban in the world. This turban is 645 m long and weighs 45 kg. Wonder how much time he requires to tie the turban? Six hours!

27 Sandwich

Would you believe it if we say a sandwich was made in 29 hrs? To celebrate International Food Day, the Institute of Hotel Management–Dehradun (IHM), Uttarakhand, made the longest sandwich which was 31.3 ft long and 6 in thick – half as long as a cricket pitch.
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ACTION STATION

A classic Rubik’s cube is 3x3x3. There are other types of Rubik’s cubes. Let us see how many of these challenging cubes do you know of!

1) First conceived in 1970, this puzzle came into production in 1981. Its shape is similar to certain famous structures of Egypt.

2) A mechanical and combination puzzle cube, it was created by Tony Durham. Unlike a regular Rubik’s cube, the rotation in this puzzle is made through the axis on the corners.

3) A 5x5x5 variation of the Rubik’s cube, it has six colours. The 98-piece puzzle has eight corners, 36 edges and 54 centres.

4) This variation of the Rubik’s cube has 4x4x4 sides. There are no fixed pieces on this puzzle, making it all the more difficult. There are 7,401,196,841,564,901,869,874,093,974,498,574,336,000,000,000 possible permutations to solve it!

5) Shaped unlike the regular Rubik’s cube, this puzzle comes in two variations. One with six colours, the other with twelve. The World Cube Association considers the 12-colour variable as the only legal type to be used for its competitions!

6) A unique type of puzzle cube that does not involve colours! This puzzle can be solved if all the nine displayed clocks on both sides are set to 12 o’clock!

7) Invented in 2006, this cube is similar to the Rubik’s cube in that it has the same 3x3x3 pattern. However, instead of having different colours, it has the same colour all over in different shapes!

8) This cube was invented by Adam G. Cowan in 2008 and has misaligned layers, odd-shaped pieces, and only one colour.

9) Also known as Back to Square One and Cube 21, this cube changes shape as it is twisted.

10) This classic 3x3x3 model Rubik’s cube has four triangle shaped centre pieces. There are four and single coloured versions also.

Answers:

1) Pyraminx

2) Skewb

3) Professor’s Cube

4) Revenge Cube

5) Megaminx

6) Clock

7) Mirror Cube

8) Ghost Cube

9) Square-1

10) Mastermorphix




BUILDINGS AND OTHER STRUCTURES

ANCIENT AND MEDIEVAL

28 Earliest structures

Excavation is the process of carefully digging up an area to find buried remains of earlier periods. The oldest structures were excavated in India at Koldihwa, Allahabad (now Prayagraj), Uttar Pradesh, in the first half of the 7th millennium BCE. Huts made in a circular shape constructed with timber and thatched, a cattle pen, stone blades, bone tools and handmade pottery were dug out in Koldihwa.

29 Earliest fortified city

Kalibangan in Rajasthan, dated to 3000–2500 BCE, was a fortified city with a stone fort and surrounded by a massive wall of mud bricks.

30 Oldest rust-free iron pillar
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The big puzzle about the iron pillar in the Qutub complex in Delhi is that it does not rust! Studies over the last 30 years showed that there was a high content of phosphorus and slag and less sulphur and manganese in the iron. The phosphorus reacts with air and moisture and eventually becomes iron hydrogen phosphate hydrate, which forms a thin coating on the pillar and prevents rusting.

31 Largest stupa

The Great Stupa at Sanchi, Madhya Pradesh, was constructed by Emperor Ashoka between 273 and 232 BCE. This brick structure was later enclosed within another stone stupa. In this form, the stupa has a diameter of 37 m (121 ft 39 in) and a height of 16 m (52 ft 4 in).

32 Tallest brick minaret
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The tallest brick minaret in the world is the Qutub Minar in Delhi. This minar is made using sandstone and has verses from the Quran engraved on it. The height of the minaret is 72 m (236 ft). Its construction began under Qutbuddin Aibak in 1193 CE and his successor Iltutmish added three storeys. Firuz Shah Tughlaq completed the last storey in 1383 CE. You have to climb 379 steps to reach the top of the minaret. On 4 December 1981, there was a stampede inside the minaret, which lead to casualties, and since then it has been closed to the public.

33 Largest maze

Don’t you love solving maze puzzles where you have to find the way out through a lot of criss-cross paths? The largest maze in India is on the terrace of the Bara Imambara building in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, commonly known as the Bhul-bhulaiya. You have to climb a narrow flight of steps to reach the several interconnected passages, which seem to lead nowhere. Visitors are advised not to enter the Bhul-bhulaiya alone to avoid getting lost in the numerous corridors.

34 Only Indian monument among the new wonders of the world
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The Taj Mahal, built by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan on the banks of the river Yamuna in Agra, Uttar Pradesh, is the only Indian monument that is among the seven new wonders of the world. Made of ivory-white marble, the Taj Mahal is the tomb of Shah Jahan’s beloved wife, Mumtaz Mahal.

RELIGIOUS STRUCTURES

35 Only leaning temple
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We all know about the Leaning Tower of Pisa in Italy. But do you know that there is a leaning temple in India? The Shiva temple at Huma in Sambalpur District of Odisha leans at an angle of 47 degrees. The temple was built in the 17th century by Baliar Singh of the Chauhan dynasty.

36 Tallest temple tower

The Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple at Srirangam in Tiruchchirapalli District, Tamil Nadu, is the tallest temple tower. The temple, built between 1982 and 1987, has 13 storeys and a 72 m (236 ft) high tower.

37 Tallest church

The Basilica of Our Lady of Dolours, known locally as Puthanpally in Thrissur, Kerala, is the tallest church in India. The two towers in the front of the church are 45 m (146 ft) tall and the central tower is 79 m (260 ft) high, taller than the Qutub Minar.

38 Largest mosque

The Masjid-i-Jahan Numa, commonly known as the Jama Masjid, Delhi, is the largest mosque in India. The construction of the mosque was completed in 1656 with 5,000 people working over six years and at a reported cost of Rs 1,000,000. The courtyard of the mosque can accommodate 25,000 worshippers.

39 Oldest active synagogue

A synagogue is a house of worship for Jews. The Jewish community in Kochi is considered to be the oldest group of Jews in India. The oldest synagogue is in Kochi, too. The Paradesi Synagogue in Mattancherry, built by the descendants of the European Jews in 1568 CE, is still used for worship by the Jews. The synagogue is also the first one known to be built among the Commonwealth countries.

40 Oldest dargah

According to its Arabic inscription, the Ibrahim Dargah in Bhadreshwar in Kutch District, Gujarat, was built in 1159 CE. This is also the first known Islamic architecture in India and was built 34 years before the Qutub Minar.

41 First revolving minaret

The minaret of the 55-year-old Sathmaran Mosque, also known as Chhoti Masjid, in Jaipur, Rajasthan, was the first revolving minaret in India. The dome of the minaret completes one round in a minute.

42 First Bahá’í house of worship

The Bahá’í House of Worship or ‘Lotus Temple’ in Kalkaji, Delhi, is the first Bahá’í house of worship in India. It is also the first such structure in Asia. As the name suggests, the temple is designed like a blossoming lotus, with nine pools of water.

Top 10 Longest Bridges




	Name of the bridge
	Where?
	How long?





	Dr Bhupen Hazarika Bridge
	Assam
	9.15 KM



	Mahatma Gandhi Setu
	Bihar
	5.75 KM



	Bandra–Worli Sea Link
	Maharashtra
	5.57 KM



	Bogibeel Bridge
	Assam
	4.94 KM



	Vikramshila Setu
	Bihar
	4.70 KM



	Vembanad Rail Bridge
	Kerala
	4.62 KM



	Digha–Sonpur Bridge
	Bihar
	4.55 KM



	Arrah–Chhapra Bridge
	Bihar
	4.35 KM



	Godavari Bridge
	Andhra Pradesh
	4.13 KM



	Munger–Ganga Bridge
	Bihar
	3.69 KM





43 Highest gurdwara

The gurdwara at Hemkund–Lokpal in Chamoli District, Uttarakhand, is situated at a height of 4,328.16 m (14,200 ft) above the mean sea level, almost half the height of Mt Everest.

44 Highest monastery

Kye Gompa is a Tibetan Buddhist monastery on a hilltop at a height of 4,166 m (13,668 ft) above the mean sea level, in the Spiti Valley of Himachal Pradesh. This monastery is also a religious training centre for Buddhist monks.

DAMS

45 First hydroelectric project

The first hydroelectric project in Asia was established in Shivanasamudra in Mandya District, Karnataka. Major A.J. De Lotebiniere, who was the deputy chief engineer of former Mysore (now Mysuru) state, once experienced a sudden flash of electricity passing through his body while at the waterfall near Sivasamudra. He thought of using this natural resource to produce electricity. Major Lotebiniere’s proposal was welcomed by the then King Nalwadi Krishnaraja Wodeyar. The equipment required for the power station was brought from England and was carried to the site using elephants, horses and bullock carts. The first hydroelectric power station became functional on 30 June 1902.


46 Did You Know?
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The Chenab bridge being built over the river Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir, is all set to become the tallest railway bridge in the world. It is being built at a height of 359 m above the river. The construction is expected to be completed by the end of 2019. Incredibly, this bridge will be 35 m higher than the Eiffel Tower in Paris. The Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) is working along with the Indian Railways to ensure that the bridge can be blast resistant. The bridge is being built at an estimated cost of Rs 120,000 million.



47 Largest water reservoir

The Indirasagar Dam on the river Narmada, in the East Nimar District of Madhya Pradesh, is the largest reservoir in the country in terms of the quantity of water it can store. It has a capacity of 12,200,000,000 cubic m.
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