
















Getting lost for a living

Wherever you go, you can be sure that somebody else has
been there first. There are maps for every part of our planet.
But the world hasn’t always been like this.
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1,000 years ago, Europeans
didn’t know that North
America, South America
and Australia existed!






100 years ago, no one had
climbed the highest mountain,
or seen Earth from space.

200 years ago, no one had visited
the North and South Poles.






These early explorers didn’t have maps to follow. They were

always in danger of getting lost! If they were lucky, they made
it back home to tell other people about the amazing things
they saw.

Marco Polo
Explored Asia
Pages: 6–7

Ibn Battuta

Explored North Africa

    and Asia
Pages: 8–9

Christopher Columbus

Travelled to

    North America

Pages: 10–11

James Cook

Travelled to Australasia

Pages: 12–13

Mary Kingsley

Explored West Africa

Pages: 14–15






Imagine being the first person from your country to taste

a coconut, see a hippo or set foot on a different continent!
Read on to find out how they described their experiences.

















