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Being an activist means, in part, being actively engaged with the world around you. It’s like making a pact between yourself and the spirit of the earth, that you’re going to continue fighting for it, and looking at the bad parts of it, even when that’s deeply uncomfortable. Once you realize how messed up the world is, it’s hard to let that go—and man oh man are things messed up right now!


As an activist myself, I’ve been all over the place the last few years, taking stock of what’s been going on and advocating for change. I’ve marched, organized, and agitated; slept in tents on the path of pipelines with snipers in the distant hills; been arrested for civil disobedience on one of the largest bridges in New York City; and seen tanks rolling down more than one street—under two different presidential administrations. It’s all given me so many reasons for despair, but also for hope.


Why hope? Because it’s been incredibly heartening to see more and more people get enraged and engaged over the last few years. There’s a building sense, around the world and especially in the United States, that things just can’t go on the way they have been for much longer. Young people, from my generation and the ones below, seem to have an especially keen sense of what’s happening and what needs to change. People in general are more politically engaged than they have been in years.


Now, it’s been said that there is no such thing as a coincidence. In fact, I’m saying that, right now. (Give me a second while I get my first foot up on this soapbox right here.)


I don’t think it’s a coincidence at all that witchcraft and the occult are seeing a revival at the same time there are great shifts in our politics. In my humblest opinion, understanding and doing witchcraft the right way mean acknowledging its political dimension. Politics, after all, is about way more than just elections. Politics is about the movement, wielding, and embodiment of power in our world. That may not seem immediately tied to witchcraft, but try replacing the word power in that sentence with energy and you’ll start to get a sense of how much the political is tied in with the magical.


Witchcraft in particular is having a bit of a moment—a fact that is still a little weird to me, since up until very recently being into the occult was a bit like the goth version of being a Revolutionary War reenactor (but hey, I’m not complaining!).


We could go into all sorts of fancy sociological reasons for the revival of witchcraft. I could run the data, pop out some cool charts, and delve into some boring statistics about markets and demographics and on and on. At the end of all that, we might have some good reasons behind why kids these days love the occult so much, but what good would that be for us? Witchcraft is about what you do with it, and I say that while there are many reasons, scientific, economic, and spiritual, for the rise of witchcraft, what really matters is what we do with the power of the witch.


And powerful witches are getting involved! Witchcraft is in many ways the earth’s immune system kicking in at the last moment and, I don’t know if you’ve heard, but the earth is kind of in trouble right now. Like Peter Grey writes in his Manifesto of Apocalyptic Witchcraft: “If the land is poisoned, then witchcraft must respond.” So how then do we respond? Welcome to the world of magical activism!


This is a book about magic, politics, and how we can change the world when we blend the two together. If you know lots about witchcraft, but nothing about politics outside a voting booth, this book is for you. If you know loads about politics, but your knowledge of witchcraft begins and ends with Harry Potter, this book is for you, too.


Maybe you bought this book for a cool kid in your family, and you decided to flip through it. Maybe at a certain point you went “By science, this woman’s crazy!” It’s all good, I get that this much “woo-woo” in a book about activism can make some people uncomfortable, and for good reason! Religion and spirituality combined with politics have hurt a lot of people, and so some just choose to say no thank you to the whole thing. I actually don’t mind if you’re one of those people who is side-eyeing this book right now, but I will make a utilitarian plea to you, just once, before you put it down and walk out of the store to post something angry on social media: Magic, or at least a belief in magic, has been around for pretty much ever, at least if the oldest artifacts of humanity are to be believed. And the way I see it, we can either make a home for these beliefs or face the consequences of leaving all this power and history for our political adversaries.


Or maybe you are that cool kid and got really excited when you saw this book! Maybe you’ve read a bunch about witchcraft, and you know it has something to do with feminism, which means it could possibly have something to do with activism. You know something is wrong with the world, but dang, you just don’t know how to make the pieces fit! Well don’t worry, this book will hopefully be just the metaphysical duct tape you were looking for to pull it all together for you.


This book is about ways to bring your witchcraft into the revolution against what I’m going to call “The Disenchanted World.” To help fight against this great evil, I’ll be going through different concepts and ideas pulled from magic, grounding them in political history, and giving you exercises to bring it all into the mix. I’ve tried to keep these rituals and exercises pretty loosey-goosey, since I think you should be able to add your own pizzazz once you’ve gotten the hang of them. Having said that, I do expect you to, at some point, really sit down and work through the practices in this book. There’s a weird, but common, misconception that witchcraft is radical because it “gets you something for nothing” or doesn’t require work. Oh honey, if only! I’ve been at this game for over a decade, and I’ve still got work to do. Now, don’t let that scare you—these exercises are pretty 101. I’m just saying that even Hogwarts assigns homework.


Now, let’s get started.
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CHAPTER 1
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A Witch’s Place Is in
THE STRUGGLE


So why witchcraft and activism? Why not just magic more broadly or a Necronomicon-style book that will summon the Old Ones to reclaim the world? A few reasons.


1. I know witchcraft best. 2. The second option would drive you insane. And 3. Out of all the flavors, traditions, and schools of the occult, I think witchcraft is set up particularly well to take on the problems we face in the world right now. Here is a short, sweet, and incomplete list of why I believe that is:




[image: image] Witchcraft requires a living relationship with the land.


[image: image] Witchcraft emphasizes femininity.


[image: image] Witchcraft comes from a time before capitalism.


[image: image] Witchcraft is a magical practice, not a dogmatic religion.


[image: image] Witchcraft is weird, wild, and hard to define.


[image: image] Witchcraft resists nihilism and alienation.
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DEFINING MAGIC, POLITICS, AND WITCHCRAFT


Before we go any further into the relationship between activism and the occult, it might be good to stop and define just what it is that I’m talking about when I say magic, politics, and witchcraft.



[image: image] Magic [image: image]



Let’s start with magic. There are about a billion ways to describe what magic is. Find two people who have been practicing for years, ask them what they think magic is, and there’s a good chance that you’ll get two very different answers.


I don’t love everything he wrote, but I do like this concise definition of magic from the famous occultist Aleister Crowley: “The art and science of causing change in accordance with the Will.” In Crowley’s practice, the Will means something akin to concepts like dharma or fate, but his description works pretty well for magic as a whole, no matter the specific practice.


Magic is about realizing that we can change the world, often with just our thoughts. Even trippier than that, magic is about realizing we actually change reality all the time, every day, without noticing it. It’s also about recognizing that just as the material world has an effect on us, we in turn have an effect on the material world. Another occult phrase you’ll often hear used to describe this concept is “As Above, So Below, As Within, So Without.” Essentially, both spiritual beings and things in the material world, like gods, spirits, and the stars, shape us, but we simultaneously shape the world around us through mastery of our inner worlds.


You might be thinking, “But that’s too simple. I’ve already done that!” Yes, you have. We all do magic all the time without realizing it. That’s what makes it so cool! When you saw this book, you had a vision of yourself reading it. You may have seen yourself getting pleasure or knowledge from it; maybe you even imagined reading it in the very place you are reading it now. So, to make that vision in your head reality, you bought (or stole, or borrowed) this book. Now you are reading it, in accordance with your vision. See how simple that is?


To recomplicate things, yes, magic is made up of the simple, everyday acts of manifestation we engage in, but it also involves reorganizing your material world to better suit the reality you see in your head. Really good magic essentially hacks the part of your brain that creates and absorbs reality and makes it work for you. Something like the placebo effect is often brought up to dismiss “magical thinking.” Basically, it’s been proven that if you believe something has power, or that interacting with it will have a specific effect on you, then that result is statistically likely to happen, whether or not it was “supposed” to. “Aha!” the skeptics say, “this proves magic is just all in your head!” Well… no, that’s actually what we’ve been saying all along. If anything, things like the placebo effect don’t disprove the effectiveness of what we call “magical thinking”; they prove it. What you’ll be doing in magic is, in many ways, leveraging the placebo effect on yourself to create the life and circumstances that you want. The power of belief is the power of magic.


This is a hard concept for many people to understand at first. You might think, “Sure, my thoughts have an impact on me, but they can’t possibly have much impact on the material world around me.” That’s an easy trap to fall into, but if you stop and reframe things, chances are you’ll realize that you’re already living in the reality others have magically constructed around you. So let’s go through some examples.


I’m going to ask you to do a very hard thing and think of Donald Trump right now. Have you ever noticed how he says fake things, pretty much all the time, but people believe him? And, much more importantly for our purposes, even the people who don’t believe him end up living in his constructed reality whether they want to or not. Trump probably isn’t a billionaire, but he acts like he is, so people treat him like he is. He also isn’t fit to be president of the United States, but he pretended he was capable of holding the position, until one day he really was president. This, my friend, is magic.


Lying to yourself and believing it make you delusional, while lying to others and them believing it form trickery—but doing both simultaneously is magic. Another example is the power (remember this word) that large companies possess. I’m almost certain that you have a Netflix account (or that you are borrowing your friend’s), but despite the company being so big and so ubiquitous as of the writing of this book, Netflix still hasn’t really made any money. Yes, technically they have ended up with hundreds of millions of dollars in profit at the end of the last few years. But after making that profit they need to spend the money, and borrow more, to spend billions of dollars making content. The same goes for Twitter and Amazon. Wait, what? But they’re so important! How can they have never actually made a cent? Because investors speculate they will make money someday—or, in other words, they are willing their profitability into being. Things and corporations and people have power because we believe they do.


Now think about borders for a second. They’re fake—literally. Borders are lines drawn on pieces of paper or screens, rather than fixed features on the globe. However, they govern everything about how society works the world over. Stand on one side of the invisible line, and you are a citizen, but step to the other side without the right talisman—or, as the nonmagical might call them, legal documents—and you are a criminal. Even if you move between two states or provinces within the same country, those invisible lines still determine a whole bunch of things you can or can’t do, and that’s only because we have chosen to believe that borders are real.


Finally, let’s go even bigger, conceptually, and think about money. Money is also fake, strictly speaking. I like to call money “belief points” because it’s something that only has power because we believe in it. More and more, our money isn’t even a physical object, but simply numbers on a screen—and those ones and zeros determine who lives and dies in this world. To really understand the gravity of this, think about how wild it is that you can be a totally good person, with a family and people who love you, and maybe even tons of practical skills, but if you don’t have enough numbers on a screen or pieces of colorful paper in your pocket, society determines you are worthless. It’s totally nuts! Even if you go back in time to when money was backed up by things like gold and silver, those metals don’t really have a ton of value beyond the imagined one we placed on them.


As I hope you can see by now, it’s true that your mind has incredible power—but it’s not the only thing that does. Something that steams my broccoli when I read books about magic or see new age lectures is how they will often shift all responsibility to the individual. Think of all of the circumstances that are truly outside of your control. Is it my fault that rising sea levels washed my home away? Or that the markets crashed and I lost my job? The truth is, you and your mind have incredible power, but it’s just one power among many, all fighting, existing, and supporting one another—which is exactly what politics is.



[image: image] Politics [image: image]



Pick up any almost any book on magic and you’ll read a lot about energy. Energy is the current flowing through all things, both in this world and others. It takes different forms; manifests in different fashions, moods, and flavors; and exists in unique ways in all of us. Lots of people have come up with words to describe this thing we call energy, like chi, prana, or, if you’re a big ole nerd like me, the Force.


I don’t like the word energy. I think it sounds wishy-washy, lame, and like a placeholder that’s waiting for the English language to come up with something better. The word I like to use instead is power.


Power has a bunch of negative associations surrounding it because we are so used to power being employed in horrible ways. If you have power, surely you must want to control, abuse, and mistreat those with less power than you. It doesn’t have to be that way though! Everything in the world has power, and although we may have different powers at different levels, that doesn’t mean we have to hurt one another. There is a difference between “power with” and “power over” others.


One of the biggest reasons I like to use the word power instead of energy, and the reason we’ll be using that word in this book, is because politics is about power. If you grew up like I did, you probably sat in class as a young person and took detailed notes as your teacher explained that politics is all about compromise.


Well kid, that teacher lied to you, although not maliciously, because they probably believed what they were saying. The thing is, politics has never been about compromise, and believing it is starts you at a disadvantage when the time for compromises actually does come.


Sure, compromises happen all the time in politics. They’re necessary at some points. But the important thing to keep in mind is that the people sitting at that compromise table got there through power, and one or more people are going to have their power taken away or redirected, at least somewhat, by the outcome of the compromise. Here’s an example: Every treaty the United States ever made with indigenous peoples was technically a compromise of sorts, but if you actually ask the people who got the short end of those compromises, they’ll tell you they were all about the use, abuse, and misuse of power. Similarly, history is full of times when people pooled their collective power to change things for the better. Just like in magic, politics is about feeling the flow of power, finding it in yourself, and combining it with other people’s to make something happen.


As with magic, everyone and everything in the political world has power. Finding out who has the power to do what, how much power it will take for things to change, and how to raise the power of a group of people is something both magical people and activists do every day. We’ll get more into exactly how to find and direct power in chapter 4, but for now just remember this shorthand version: Magic = Energy = Power = Politics.
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One of the questions I’m asked the most often is “Okay, so you’re a witch… like, what exactly does that mean?”


I joke, but it’s honestly one of the hardest questions to answer! Witchcraft isn’t as easy to pin down as other magical traditions, since every witch practices their craft a little differently. This individuality and diversity are part of what I love about the craft, but it can make it hard to define exactly what someone means when they call themselves a witch.


Here are a couple things that I think make up witchcraft and set it apart from other forms of magic. Other people might also believe or do these things, but it’s the unique combination of them that makes witchcraft special.


To me, witchcraft is a verb. It’s about what you do. That’s why the word craft is right there in the name!


Witchcraft is a witch + their craft. Half of being a witch is about coming into your own power and learning how it relates to the power of the universe, and the other half is what you actually do with that power.


Witchcraft embraces both the spiritual and the physical—it’s got a foot in both worlds. Some magical traditions are all about transcending “reality” and moving beyond the physical. It’s a powerful way of living and some great teachers I’ve known are very much on that train, but it just never appealed to me! When you’re doing witchcraft, you’re working as much with physical stuff like herbs and rocks as you are with nonphysical stuff like power and spirits.


Because witchcraft is as comfortable with the heavens as it is with the earth, it also makes it, well, earthy! Witches get their power from the landscape around them, even if you live in a concrete jungle instead of a wooden one. We’ll get to this more in chapter 5, but if you live in a city and don’t see much nature day to day when you’re doing witchcraft, you are still working with the power and spirits of the land around you. Witches are born from their landscape.


What’s also cool and unique about witchcraft is that it’s one of the few parts of the magical world that leans toward the feminine. Now, you can be any gender and do any form of magic, but let’s not kid ourselves here: When most people think of other types of magic, whether that’s Druidry, Thelema, ritual magic, or grimoire magic, they think of old white dudes in robes. There’s nothing wrong with that—some of my best friends are white dudes in robes—but it makes witchcraft stand out, like the one female superhero in the movie poster or the one queer character in the hot new teen drama.


Lastly, and most relevant for this book, witchcraft, in my humblest (but really how humble, I mean I’m writing a whole book on it here) opinion, is inseparable from politics. For most of history, witchcraft has always contested with political power, and we need to understand this history if we’re going to use witchcraft for political means.
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A RADICAL HISTORY OF WITCHCRAFT


To understand witchcraft’s place in the struggle, we have to look at the history of the art and how witchcraft came to be stamped out. You may have read in an old Llewellyn book or seen a post on a Geocities website that is somehow still running in the Year of Our Lord 2019 that witchcraft is a religion. This religion, commonly now known as Wicca, is the surviving arm of an ancient pan-European goddess-worshipping cult that the church violently stamped out with the witch trials.


But, the thing is, none of that is true. Seriously, none of it. Witchcraft refers to the various crafts that witches do (hence the name), and while Wiccans may practice witchcraft and be witches, not all witches are Wiccan and historically most haven’t been. Wicca is a fairly new religion, created in the 1950s by an Englishman by the name of Gerald Gardner. There’s no historical evidence of any widespread goddess cults in Europe; the witch trials took place long after most traces of paganism had either been eradicated or adopted by the Catholic Church; and pretty much everyone killed during the so-called Burning Times was a Christian anyway.


This might disappoint you to hear—after all it’s a great story. Just picture the agents of Diana holding secret meetings in the forest while running from the church and brewing kombucha with other midwives in a big feminist cult. You had better believe I would watch that movie! But of course, history isn’t that simple, and this cool story, like so many others we’ve been told, just doesn’t hold water.


The good news is, the truth is far more radical and, in my opinion, much more liberating than a fantasy. The church and state did indeed link up to kill witches and stamp out all traces of a magical worldview, but rather than being an attempt to wipe out paganism, it was a way of ushering in a new economy, paradigm, and means of suppressing the population through control of the female body and the land.


As the world moved from the medieval to the early modern period, a whole bunch of things were changing, particularly in Europe and the Americas. Europe was shifting from an economy based on a feudal system to a capitalistic one. In order to do this, the first thing that had to be tamed was the land itself. Before the early modern era, the land wasn’t something that you “owned” like we can today. Kings and lords had territory that they controlled through force, and peasants often worked the land in a kingdom in exchange for protection, but the land in between and outside the control of a lord or the church was considered unowned wilderness.
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This land, known as “the commons,” was what we call a “de-commodified” place, or a place where you don’t have to pay to do anything. Think long and hard about the last time you were in a place where you weren’t expected to pay, in some way or another, for the right to just exist there. Pretty crazy huh? The commons gave people the option of being able to “drop out” of society if it wasn’t serving them or they wanted to work on their own farm for their own benefit. It wasn’t a perfect life, and the Middle Ages aren’t a time I’d particularly want to live in, but it’s important to remember just how different things were in the past so we don’t fall into the fatalistic trap of thinking things have always been bad in the same way forever. When we look back at the different ways people have lived, we can find more liberating and creative ways to move forward.


In the sixteenth century, something called the enclosure movement began exerting power in England and other parts of Europe. This was a process through which the newly forming states and governments of the continent were appropriating, buying, and dividing up the commons all over the place. Now, wherever you went, you were always on land that someone owned. This essentially put a price tag on everything, including people. Since everyone needed to pay to live anywhere, whether by buying their own land, paying taxes, or renting a space through a property owner or landlord, they had to constantly be working in order to make money. Think of it as the feudalism fire sale: Everything must go! You can’t beat these prices! Plants, animals, and people all stopped having intrinsic or spiritual value and started only being as valuable as they were efficient, especially at making other people money.


“Okay,” you say, “this is all interesting, but where are the witches?” Don’t you worry—I’m getting to that!


This new worldview and economic order wasn’t popular with the general population at first, and it required violence to take root, including shutting down peasant revolts, bringing indigenous people in the Western Hemisphere under European control, and finally, eliminating anyone at home who posed a threat.


It’s important to remember that violence like this always begins outside or at the edges of a culture before taking up space in the heart of a society. At the onset of capitalism and the birth of the modern world, the type of violence I’m describing was often first inflicted upon indigenous people in the Americas, where Europeans were seeking further lands to bring under their control. These people just couldn’t continue to be considered humans if they were simply going to become cogs in the slave trade. Likewise, the cooperative, sharing, land-based way of life that most of these people knew could not exist within the European economy of commodification and hierarchy, and because of this, it had to be destroyed. Natives in the Americas were accused of unholy pacts with the Devil, eating children, and engaging in sexual acts that most people in Europe found evil. Sound familiar?


When this violence moved past the margins of society and into its heart, we were given the witch trials. As you may already know, during this time it was still primarily those on the “outside” that were targeted. Mostly women, almost exclusively poor, and often disabled or elderly, the victims of the trials represented that which needed to be tamed in order for capitalism to take root. “Witches,” that is, healers, those unable to work, and those who practiced magic, had to be done away with. Our entire reality was about to change.


If you happen to be a masochist like me, then you would probably love nothing more than reading over the convoluted, hard-to-find witch trial records from this time. However, assuming you don’t love the sensation of mentally flogging yourself, I’ll keep this part short. Basically, it’s very hard to study real witchcraft from the time of the witch trials, which really amped up in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and even harder to research it from earlier times, because most people back then whom we would now consider witches—people who cast spells, talked to spirits, or healed and hexed other people—rarely referred to themselves as such. Like I said earlier, witch is a legal and political word used against others. Imagine if in the future most traces of Islam were gone, and we only had the trial records of Islamic terrorists to go by as historians. You’d get a pretty crummy picture of what Islam looked like to the majority of people practicing it, right? That kind of scenario is essentially what we are up against when looking at witchcraft historically. Back then, walking around calling yourself a witch put a literal target on your back, so you just didn’t do it. Plus, once you were in court, any testimony you were likely to give was probably just whatever you thought the judges wanted to hear. You try keeping a level head after days and weeks of torture!


What we can tell from the trial records and other historical evidence is that a belief in magic was widespread in Europe. A lot of these beliefs revolved around the fairies or, if that word makes you feel like you are at a ten-year-old’s birthday party, land spirits. Fairies and other spirits were said to dwell in certain hills and were not, under any circumstances, to be messed with. In addition to all the magic surrounding Catholic saints, it was common to also retain folk beliefs around a Queen of Fairy and a King of Fairy, although you might know the latter as the Devil.


The Fairy Queen was so popular an idea that a lot of peasant revolts during the early modern period actually said they swore allegiance to her and claimed to be defending her kingdom. One of the most notable instances of this was the “White Boys” in Ireland. No, I’m not making up that name, and yes, it’s okay to giggle.


Some people chose to engage with this magical realm further, through the use of spells, charms, spirit contact, and herbal lore. Most of the time, these individuals were women, referred to as cunning folk, wise people, or other regional names describing the same profession. It’s possible this vocation or calling goes back past even pagan times into the ancient, shamanic past, but for now, this is just a theory.


One thing is clear though—this widespread belief in magic was unacceptable to both the newly forming Protestant religions springing up across Europe and the emerging capitalist economy. A world where certain hills cannot be built on because of fairies dwelling inside or where you can’t work because of an ill placement of Saturn in the sky is a world that cannot exist alongside one founded on work ethic, profit motive, or endless expansion across finite resources.


Another thing that had to change in order to usher in the capitalistic, modern world was how we viewed and took care of our own bodies. Before the commodification and mechanization of the world, the metaphor doctors and healers would use for the human body was that each was a garden! Every garden is different, and while plants of a certain species generally act in the same way, there’s always the chance for diversity. Under this premise, healing was more personalized and holistic, taking into account all aspects of a person, just as you would with a garden. The combination of capitalism, the scientific revolution, and the Protestant Reformation changed this metaphor. Suddenly, your body wasn’t a garden anymore, it was a machine.


This change sounds minor, but the stories we tell about how the world works end up making the world work that way! Machines are standardized, and anomalies must be done away with. Parts of a machine are interchangeable and detached from whomever it is “you” are (if you are anything more than just a bunch of parts). In addition, machines are only as good as what they are able to make and produce. This turned things like childbirth, previously seen as a highly individual experience, into the mechanized process we know today. It also altered our perception of those giving birth into baby-making factories, further dehumanizing women and alienating us from our bodies. Or, rather, making womanhood about one specific part of the body and how that part functions (hint: I’m talking about pussy). Plus, since the creation of the workforce is of the utmost interest to the ruling class, under this system, all rights and practices of abortion and birth control were taken out of the hands of women and placed in the hands of the male-controlled state.


Given all of that, is it any wonder the maleficia, or potions, that accused witches brewed were often made of abortive herbs or that accused witches themselves were often the ones in charge of birth in a community? Is it any wonder that the stories so many of us heard when we were young involved witches killing children? Eventually, women would be pushed out of medicine altogether in Europe. The village healers would be killed off or discredited, and schools would shut their doors to the few women they allowed in to begin with.


It is hard to overstate the violence of this time period and just how much blood it took to tame the old world and usher in the new. To be accused of being a witch was as good as a death sentence. In almost every case it meant you were taken from your family and home, held in a cell where sexual abuse was common, tortured into confession, and put before a court where, unless you had a great number of people there to vouch for you, you were sentenced to death. Now, substitute the word witch with one of our many modern equivalents like felon, terrorist, illegal, or even refugee. People slapped with labels like these are often subjected to horrors not so far removed from those inflicted on the witches of old. This is not to say that modern witches share in this oppression or are targeted to even remotely the same degree as any of the groups I just mentioned. But it reminds us of our legacy as witches and our duty to stand up when the injustices that were enacted on our spiritual ancestors are enacted on others today.


The world is in a tough place right now, and the view from my window says it’s going to get darker before the light kicks in. These acts of violence are being felt on the margins of mainstream society now, but due to our rapidly changing climate they will move toward the center of society before long unless we act swiftly. Whenever systems of oppression expand, they will always need new witches to burn to fuel their fire. As witches, we must remember this and stand in solidarity with oppressed people everywhere.


It’s a bleak world out there, and I can’t tell you that the fight to make it better will be easy, because it won’t, but remembering your history can make the path a little clearer. We have all the tools we need to make a world better than that of the feudal or even the modern era, but we need that spark of inspiration to go forward. If you are reading this, it is because the spirit of the witch survived through torture, rape, abuse, and murder to find you and light a fire within your heart. You may not have ancestors of blood who were caught up in the trials, but it does not matter. This ancient calling brought you here, and we are so happy you can join us.
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THE POWER OF THE WITCH TODAY


Whew, you made it! Go give yourself a cookie—you earned it!


Alright, so that was then, this is now. Given all this history and all this knowledge of magic, what place is there for witches in the revolution?


When I look across the landscape of witchcraft today, I get this weird, confusing mixture of excitement and disappointment churning in my tummy. All the potential witchcraft has to offer our modern causes excites me, but to be honest, I’m a little disappointed by how it’s currently being used.


Imagine you have the power to change and shape reality and you have thousands of years of magical knowledge at your fingertips because of the internet. But right at the time when humanity leans dangerously close to the brink of extinction, you use all that to… put pentagrams on knee-high socks? It feels weird, right?


I don’t think the commodification of witchcraft is entirely witches’ fault. Capitalism is really good at neutralizing a threat through commodifying it. Put a price tag on something and you can own and control it.
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