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4


      he birds had stopped singing. Instead, the whine of chainsaws 



      filled the air. In a clearing in the Amazon rainforest, a large 


group of men, women and children watched, in horror, as tree 


after tree crashed to the ground. Wealthy cattle ranchers wanted 


this land for pasture and would stop at nothing to get it. The group 


was led by a man, called Chico Mendes, a poor rubber tapper like 


the rest. For years, he had led the struggle for fairer treatment of 


the tappers, and to protect the forest they relied on for their living.
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Sensing trouble, the ranchers had already called the police, who now 


raised their guns. Immediately, the women and children moved to the front 


of the group. The police could not now open fire. Then, an amazing thing 


happened – first the women and children, then the whole group, started to 


sing the national anthem of Brazil. Out of respect, the police were forced 


to lower their weapons, stand to attention and salute. When the singing 


ended, Chico stepped forward. Softly-spoken and calm, he asked for the 


cutting to be halted for the day. Caught by surprise, the police agreed.


It was a small victory in a very long battle to save the rainforest - a battle 


that, one day, would cost Chico his life.
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      rancisco Alves Mendes Filho, known as Chico  



      (Shee-koh), was born on 15 December 1944. His 



parents, Francisco and Irace, lived deep in the Amazon 
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