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As the world emerged from the turbulence of the

1960s, the 1970s set a new stage for global affairs.

Cold War tensions persisted, but the decade also

witnessed significant geopolitical shifts. The Vietnam

War came to an end, the Watergate scandal shook

the very foundations of American democracy, and the

oil crisis of 1973 led to soaring inflation and rising

energy costs.

As with the decade that preceded it, the 1970s was

an era of intense protest and social activism. Civil rights

movements continued to fight for equality, women’s

liberation and LGBTQ+ activism stepped up a gear, and

environmentalism rose in response to growing ecological

concerns. The world witnessed demonstrations, strikes

and grassroots movements demanding change and

challenging oppressive systems.

Of course, the 1970s also showcased a vibrant

popular culture. Music genres like disco, rock, funk and

punk flourished, while iconic films and books such as

INTRODUCTION
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The Godfather

and

Slaughterhouse-Five

pushed the

boundaries of storytelling. Fashion trends, ranging from

the platform shoes and glittering outfits of disco to the

torn jeans and leather jackets of punk, reflected the

changing social landscape.

Innovations in the 1970s transformed the

world, laying the foundation for the technological

advancements that shape our lives today. The invention

of the microprocessor revolutionized computing, giving

birth to personal computers and setting the stage for

the digital age. The development of ARPANET, the

precursor to the internet, laid the groundwork for global

connectivity, and breakthroughs in medicine, such as

MRI scanning, ushered in a new era of healthcare.

This little book is a wonderful journey through the

triumphs, challenges and ideas that defined the 1970s.

Packed full of fabulous facts and quirky asides, as well

as fascinating quotes from the era’s movers and shakers,

it’s the perfect guide to this remarkable decade.
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Chapter

1

revolutionary ripples

As the tumultuous 1960s drew to a

close, the 1970s witnessed a remarkable

shift in social, political and economic

landscapes.

Amidst Cold War tensions, nations

grappled with energy crises, the Watergate

scandal shook the political world to its

core, and the UK saw its first female prime

minister. This chapter delves into the

defining events, ideologies and aspirations

that shaped the decade.
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Student Massacre

On 4 May 1970, during a protest against

the Vietnam War at Kent State University

in Ohio, US, members of the Ohio National

Guard fired at unarmed students. Four were

killed and nine others were injured.

The incident sparked widespread outrage

and protests across the nation, further

fuelling opposition to the war.

REVOLUTIONARY RIPPLES
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I saw a body on the asphalt…

I walked to the dead person. I shot my

picture. Then I saw this young girl run

up – Mary Ann Vecchio. I knew I was

running out of film… Mary Ann knelt

next to a body. I didn’t shoot right away

because it might have been my last

available frame. Mary Ann screamed.

I shot the picture, then two more.

John Filo

A journalism student whose iconic photograph of Jeffrey

Miller won him a Pulitzer Prize. The photo became the

lasting symbol of the tragedy.
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Hard Times

The 1970s were marred by severe economic

crises, with high inflation and stagnant

economic growth affecting many nations.

The oil crisis of 1973 further exacerbated

economic woes, leading to rising energy

prices, unemployment and recessions.

REVOLUTIONARY RIPPLES





[image: image]

13

THE NINETEEN

70

S

We have an energy

crisis, but there is

no crisis of the

American spirit.

Richard Nixon

Address given by the president, 7 November 1973





[image: image]

14

Just Watch Me

Pierre Trudeau, Canada’s charismatic leader

throughout the 1970s – and the father

of future prime minister Justin Trudeau –

championed bilingualism, multiculturalism

and individual rights.

His memorable quote, “Just watch me” – a

response
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