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INTRODUCTION


Céline Dion, often hailed as the Queen of Power Ballads, is one of the world’s most beloved singers, holding the record as the bestselling Canadian and French-language recording artist of all time. With over 245 million records sold, she is one of the biggest-selling female recording artists in music history. Since her teenage years, Céline has been a global phenomenon, first achieving superstardom in her native Canada, then expanding her reach to Europe and, ultimately, the world. Her voice has touched us all.


Under the guidance of her manager-husband and guardian angel, René Angélil, Céline has demonstrated her enduring power repeatedly. Her career is marked by a series of monumental achievements, from her debut album at age 12 to her Eurovision win in 1988, followed by double Grammy and Academy Award wins for the iconic film themes “Beauty and the Beast” and “My Heart Will Go On”. There’s also the 20 multi-million-selling albums, a successful fragrance line, and two – yes, two! – groundbreaking Las Vegas residencies. These residencies achieved what no other artist had done before: they redefined Las Vegas as the world’s premier entertainment capital.


Despite facing significant personal tragedies, including René’s passing in 2016 and her debilitating battle with Stiff Person Syndrome, Céline is experiencing a divine resurgence, or Célinaissance, as we’ve coined it, in her fifties. Her 2024 documentary I Am: Céline Dion has brought a renewed spotlight to her music and business empire, making her relevant – and cool – to a whole new generation. She’s even best friends with Deadpool. What she does next is anyone’s guess!


This tiny tome you hold in your hands is a collection of Céline’s incredible quotes, offering a deep dive into her elegant wit and wisdom, and the wonder of her extraordinary life. From her very first interview in 1981 all the way up to today; its a treasure trove filled with as many hilarious anecdotes, inspiring life mottos and essential trivia as she has pairs of designer shoes. Well, almost.


Welcome to Team Céline.


     Enjoy!











Chapter One


La Petite Québécoise


Céline’s extraordinary talent was undeniable from a young age.


She sang on kitchen table tops at two, weddings at five, released her debut album when she was 12 and won Eurovision at 20.


Let’s discover her beauty and her life beats all over again…










MARCH 30, 1968


The day Thérèse Tanguay and Adhémar Dion welcomed Céline Dion, the youngest of 14 children, in Charlemagne, Quebec.


The No.1 song in Canada at the time was “The Ballad of Bonnie and Clyde” by Georgie Fame.








[image: Open quotation]


I’d say: ‘Hang in there, everything will work out just fine.’


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, when asked “What would you say to the young Céline who was bullied at school?”, interview with Alix Girod, Elle, May 24, 2019





[image: Open quotation]


I started to sing when I was five years old. One night I told my mother, ‘Please let me sing’. And she said, ‘Oh god not another one!’


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on her parents learning that she wanted to be an singer (in a family full of musicians), interview with Entertainment Tonight, 1990





[image: Open quotation]


I have 13 brothers and sisters and they are all singers, they all play instruments. My parents used to tour with members of my family. So they are artists themselves – everybody in my family wanted to be in show business.


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on her musical family, upbringing and parents, interview with Ralph Benmergui, CBC, February 1993







April 30, 1988


The day that Céline won the Eurovision Song Contest, representing Switzerland with the song “Ne Partez Pas Sans Moi” (“Don’t Leave Without Me”).


Age 20, Céline won the contest by just one point – the closest margin in the contest’s history! – beating the United Kingdom’s entry, “Go”, performed by Scott Fitzgerald.








[image: Open quotation]


I received a call when I was in Montreal where I live. I was asked to go to Ireland to represent Switzerland… as a French Canadian Québécoise… for the Eurovision Song Contest. I didn’t understand! ‘What about people in Switzerland?’, I thought! ‘What are they going to think? Where’s she coming from? We don’t even know her!’


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on her Eurovision Song Contest selection process in 1988, interview with Jonathan Ross, The Jonathan Ross Show, November 9, 2013





[image: Open quotation]


I was brought up with true family values. There is an incredible richness to family. It gives you tools to be able to face the extraordinary moments, the harder times, the ups and downs


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on the importance of family, interview with Laurent Boyer, Fréquenstar, July 30, 1998





[image: Open quotation]


When I was 12, René asked me to sing in front of him. He had received, some weeks before, a tape with a demo of the song that my mother had written for me. René took some time to listen to it. My brother then gave him a call and told him, ‘Mr. Angélil, I know you haven’t listened to the tape because you would’ve phoned right away!’ René then said, ‘I’m gonna listen to it, I’ll call you right back.’ After he listened to it, he called back saying he was very interested in meeting me.


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on how she came to meet René Angélil, her future manager (and husband), interview with Laurent Boyer, Fréquenstar, July 30, 1998





[image: Open quotation]


I had always lived surrounded by adults and children a lot older than me. I learned everything I needed to know from them. As far as I was concerned, real life existed around them.


[image: Close quotation]


Céline, on age, in relation to her 27-year age gap with René Angélil, Céline Dion: My Story, My Dream, December 4, 2001
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