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A Note From George


When I wrote the Home Bible back in 2010, I wanted to create a book that would improve the quality of ordinary homes and the lives of people across Britain. The world of home design may have moved on since then but the core principles of everything I wrote remain the same. The Home Bible was about space and how to make rooms work rather than about stylist fashions and that’s what makes the book timeless. That’s what this Room by Room series is all about: breaking it down into separate projects, equipping you with all you need to know about each space and how to transform the home you live in.


Every single home – and type of home – in the UK has potential. Bags of it. Whether you live in a tiny flat or apartment, a grand detached home or something in between, it’s important to remember that it’s not the size that matters, but the way you actually use your space. Small rooms can be beautiful. There are solutions for every scenario, whether you’re working on one room or the whole house.


Each ebook contains a fully comprehensive list of resources, from the planning process and costing, to managing the build and finding the right experts. It will help you to create spaces that work to suit the specific needs of your family, transform your lives and hopefully add a bit of value. Complete with tricks of the trade, expert design know-how, layout planning and materials to suit all budgets, this series should be accessible and inspirational for everyone – it’s your home bible.


I hope that you enjoy these ebooks and they help you to make the most of your home, Room by Room.




Room by room


‘We shape our dwellings, and afterwards our dwellings shape us.’


Winston Churchill


Every single decision you make – from the smallest design detail to the selection of finishes and furniture, and the overall arrangement or layout of a room – has an impact on the way that your entire home feels. Together, these decisions can have a profound effect on the way you live your life, and the dynamic you create within it.


One question that I am regularly asked is: Which rooms should I start refurbishing in my home, if I have a limited budget? There are some pretty clear answers to this but they will, of course, depend upon the way that you use your home.


Take my home for example. After refurbishing every one of my previous homes bit by bit and room by room, over a long period of time, I was relieved – not to mention lucky enough – to be able to do the entire building from top to bottom at the same time. Well, not the basement, but I’m calling that phase two! This is undoubtedly the most cost-efficient way of doing a project, as you’ll have all of the materials and labour on site at the same time, and they can get on with it in a faster, more efficient way. But this approach takes money, and that isn’t always an option. You’ll also have to factor in the cost of living in rental property while the building work is being undertaken – unless you don’t mind living without electricity and loo facilities for a few months!


Studies and offices


‘I know what I should love to do – to build a study, to write, and to think of nothing else.’ Lew Wallace, American author


This is a painting of St Jerome, painted in 1475 by Antonello da Messina, probably in Venice. It currently hangs in the National Gallery in London and it is, beyond doubt, the most beautiful, romantic painting. It’s had an inexplicable effect upon me since I was a small boy.


My career in architecture is such an important part of my life. I love to work, and I have always dreamt of having a beautiful study like this one. Apart from needing an Apple laptop, an iPhone, a few other gadgets and perhaps a different set of clothes than old Jerome, I could work quite happily in this study.


The truth is that the architectural principles of study spaces have changed little over the centuries, and the same things remain important to us today. There is a comfortable chair, a beautiful desk and sufficient storage, and it’s all contained within a magnificent space with what I can only imagine is a wonderful view from that large window. I would give anything to have a study or an office like this one. I think most people would.
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‘Saint Jerome in his study’ by Anatello da Messina.





Working from home


One of the biggest changes that has occurred within the family home over the past 10 to 15 years is the growing popularity of the home office. An increasing number of people now choose to work at home, either to create a better work-life balance, to avoid the misery of commuting, or simply to undertake the work they love in the comfort of their own homes.


Britain has become an entrepreneurial state, with many ambitious individuals and small groups keen to set up companies on the lowest possible budget. It’s undoubtedly true that setting up at home cuts overheads significantly, and allows you to work long, productive hours without completely giving up family or home life.


Just over 10 years ago, I remember leaving a large practice to start my own business from my spare bedroom. It was an enormous downscale – believe me! However, even though I now have a much larger, fully staffed office, I still like to spend time at home in my own study, in quiet contemplation. It can be an amazing place, allowing me to avoid the distractions of the outside world and focus on delivering work that needs high levels of concentration.




Whether you choose to use a corner of your living space, or create a study or home office in a designated room, it’s undoubtedly important to keep it tidy and make it ruthlessly efficient. But that doesn’t mean it can’t be beautiful. Seamless, integrated storage will keep chaos at bay, and you can focus on creating a comfortable, motivating place to work.
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My office at home. A beautifully simple space with few distractions…apart from the view over my garden.





Finding the space


There is no reason why you can’t have a ‘study’ or home office integrated into another space in your home. Some rooms obviously lend themselves to this sort of approach, including those with an L-shaped layout or a nook or enclave that you can adapt to your needs. If you need to fit a study into a rectangular room, you’ll have to work a little harder, but it’s possible to delineate your room into zones with colour, clever use of storage or screens, and functional furniture that allows you to hide away your work when the day is done.


Why not consider the following options:


•  Use bookshelves or open shelving as a screen. This will neatly divide up your room, while providing privacy and storage options for your study space. Your storage effectively becomes your screen.


•  Open shelving can prevent your room from looking too boxy and feeling too claustrophobic. If you get some deep shelves to screen off your study area, you can use one side for study storage and the other to display books or other items in your living or dining area.


•  You’ll have to be incredibly organised to keep your work from spilling over into the accompanying space, and if that just isn’t you, consider a pull-down desk or screen that can mask it when you aren’t at your desk.


•  Check your under-stair space; there are some clever options now available to make use of this area of the house, which usually ends up being a repository for household implements. Opening it up and sliding in a desk with some functional storage and good task lighting can create a perfect little office. Consider installing bespoke bi-fold doors that concertina back and forth to hide away your work when you need to.


•  Study-bedrooms are increasingly popular as these rooms are far enough away from the activity of the house to allow you to get some work done. Use a massive wardrobe to house a desk that can be pulled out, and integrate shelving around and under it. You can close the doors at the end of the day to get a good night’s sleep.


•  Good cabinetry in your living area can provide a dual purpose – allowing you to display books or personal belongings over and around the desk area. I love the Neville Johnson bespoke furniture solutions that allow you to blend the latest technology into a neatly fitted study area that works in the room as a whole. A good joiner can create a similar look.


Planning your study layout


Working from home can be an enjoyable experience, and because you aren’t out there creating a bigger carbon footprint in your car or on the train in a daily commute, it’s pretty environmentally friendly, too.


There are, however, downsides to working at home, even if you do so only occasionally. As human beings, we are torn between the relaxed pleasures of our homes and the demands of work, and we have to be seriously disciplined to get the work done and not be drawn into the comfort of being in our home environment, with all its distractions.


Moreover, we face a huge number of unique challenges if our home life is to remain enjoyable and our work life is to be productive. It’s easy to be lured into a home office when we should be spending time with our families or relaxing, and it’s possible to work crazy hours just because we are ‘on site’, so to speak.


It’s important that you take all of these very delicate issues into account when you are trying to create a space for you to work. Let’s look at the best ways to create a workable and productive office – one that isn’t so comfortable that you drift off – or spend your entire life in there – or so streamlined that you can’t relax and settle into the job.
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Whenever possible, put your desk by a window.





The location of your study is everything. If it’s too close to your other living spaces, it’s easy to lose your concentration. The old saying ‘out of sight, out of mind’ applies pretty well here: if you can see the TV or you’re distracted by other activities in the house, you’re unlikely to get much work done. Similarly, if your kids can see you, they aren’t going to let you get on with the job, either. Ideally, you need to be in a room that is as isolated as possible. One of the best places to achieve this is to find space in your loft, your basement or in a converted bedroom that is well away from the others. The golden rule is to stay as far away as possible from your kitchen, dining and living spaces.


1  There are certain views that can encourage concentration. For me, being able to gaze out of a window over a beautiful garden allows my brain to take a mini-break that is part of the process of shaping ideas in my mind. A view gives you a little much-needed respite from the pressures of work.


2  Natural light is essential. Working in a dark space that is illuminated only by artificial light for hours on end can be miserable and depressing. A reasonable level of natural light and natural ventilation makes for a comfortable working environment. It’s worth noting too that natural light raises the level of ‘feelgood’ chemicals in your brain that will make you happier and more productive.


3  Buy yourself an incredibly comfortable, beautiful office chair. It needs to be highly ergonomic and relate perfectly to your desk and the height of your computer screen. If you get this wrong, you’re in danger of causing yourself long-term physical damage. What’s more, you’ll be up and down like a yo-yo, trying to get comfortable.


4  A fantastic ergonomic desk is the centrepiece of any office. As an architect and designer, I’m a bit of a fanatic, and a little obsessive when it comes to stunning furniture. As we speak, I’m sitting on a comfortable, padded Eames chair in front of a simply designed but elegant desk. A desk should be functional, but also handsome, to draw you to it when you enter the room, but also comfortably hold everything you need to get your work done properly.


5  Make sure your computer is mounted so that your eyes look directly at the screen. Being forced to look either up or down for long hours at a time will make you tense and uncomfortable, and you could end up with some nasty neck problems. Remember that you can only be truly productive when you feel at ease.


6  Sufficient storage is absolutely essential. Your office will become an unproductive mess unless there is enough storage space.

OEBPS/images/logo.jpg





OEBPS/images/p276.jpg





OEBPS/images/p279.jpg





OEBPS/images/p277.jpg






OEBPS/images/9781474600736.jpg
STUDIES













OEBPS/images/title.jpg
"HOME
BIBLE
STUDIES





