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A NOISY


WAKE UP


Salve*! I am Marcus and this house


is where I live and work.


I sleep in the kitchen – it is lovely


and warm. Decimus, the cook,


woke me early this morning by


banging pots and pans about in the


kitchen. We’re having a big banquet


tonight so there is lots to do.


*Salve! (say: Sal-vay) – Ancient Romans spoke Latin.


They greeted each other by saying ‘Salve!’


In Italy, people still say ‘Salve!’ as a way of saying ‘Hi!’
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Decimus the cook can be a bit grumpy, but he’s not


so bad. Sometimes he gives me a little honey cake


or some other treat to eat.


Mum sleeps in Appia’s room. Appia is the mistress.


Mum looks after Appia’s clothes, does her hair and


her make-up and runs errands for her.


Fact: Many Romans didn’t have bedrooms.


They slept where they worked. Only rich people slept


in beds. Poorer people slept on scratchy mattresses


stuffed with straw.
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Our master is called Lucius. He is a very important


and powerful man so he has two houses! Dad helps


Lucius look after this town house and the villa in


the countryside. Dad sleeps outside Lucius’s room


every night to make sure he is safe and so he is


always on hand to help him.


Lucius and Appia have a son and a daughter, Titus


and Lucia. They are nice. Titus and I are both ten.


Fact: Many girls were named after their fathers.


Lucius


Appia


Titus


Lucia


My mum (mater)


My dad (pater)
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A TRIP


TO TOWN


I help Titus put on his tunic. School starts at dawn


so he’d better hurry up or we’ll be late! We walk to


his school in the town. I go with him to keep him


safe from pickpockets.


Like most girls, Lucia doesn’t go to school, but she


does have a tutor at home who teaches her how to


manage the house.


Fact: Only wealthy children went to school.


Poor children were expected to work and weren’t


taught how to read or write.
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We stop to buy some freshly baked buns for


breakfast on the way – yum! Titus is learning to


read, write and do mathematics so he can work


with Lucius when he is older. He uses an abacus


to help him with his sums.





































