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Liatris spicata ‘Alba’ in the Lurie Garden, Chicago





Perennials. There is no doubt that they are the mainstay of the modern garden. There is a huge variety available, from garden centers, online mail order nurseries, and small specialists. But this was not always the case.


This book was first published in 1990 and at that time its authors, Henk Gerritsen and Piet Oudolf, were very much having to make the case for perennials. ‘Dream Plants’, as it was originally titled in Dutch, was about promoting perennials, and a particular range of them, to a public who actually knew very little about them.


So, in this introduction we are going to look at the world of the 1980s and 1990s and see how far we have come. We will look at various developments that have taken the range of plants that Henk and Piet wrote about back then and carried them forward, as well as at developments that have increased the range of perennials we have access to for our gardens and public spaces. We will also look at our criteria for including plants, which really is another way of looking at how and why we make gardens and grow plants.


In updating this book we have inevitably dropped certain plants, generally because related species or cultivars have come along that are better. We have added quite a few, largely to reflect the 25-plus years of perennial introductions and breeding since the first edition. These additions also reflect the change in the nature of Piet’s work. Back in 1990 he was an up and coming garden designer who also ran a small nursery with his wife Anja, primarily to grow plants for his own practice. No one outside the Netherlands had heard of him. Now of course, he is internationally famous as a designer not just of private gardens, but of parks and other public spaces too. Creating spaces like this inevitably has an impact on plant selection, particularly in directing a focus to reliable low-maintenance varieties. Before we move on, we had better consider Henk. Henk Gerritsen was an artist, garden designer, and ecological activist who had moved out to the relatively remote eastern region of the Netherlands, with his partner, Anton Schlepers, a photographer. In 1978 they laid out a garden, known as the Priona Gardens, very experimental in character, largely inspired by the wild plant communities they had enjoyed on their travels in Central Europe. Together the two men wrote a book, Spelen met de natuur (Playing with Nature), about their experiences travelling to look at wildflowers and their attempts at bringing their discoveries into the garden. Henk’s discovery of Piet’s nursery plant list led to many more discoveries: ‘because I attempt to keep the gardens as natural and wild as possible, these plants have fitted in perfectly’. The Henk-Piet relationship was very much a mutual one, as it was Henk who introduced Piet to the idea of seed heads and the autumn appearance of perennials. ‘With Henk’, Piet says, ‘I learnt that planting is to do more with plants: ambience, seasonality, emotion, these are important; with Henk we discovered plants that were good out of flowering, he pointed this out to me a hundred times, we looked at plants at times other than their prime time.’


When publisher Terra asked Piet to write a book in 1989, he realized that writing was not something he found easy, so he asked Henk to help, and the first edition of Droomplanten was born. Anton did much of the original photography and Henk wrote the text huddled over an electric fire during the cold winter of 1989–1990. The publication in 1990 of Droomplanten launched a novel and distinct perennial selection into the world. A Swedish edition came remarkably quickly and nine years later another book, Méér Droomplanten (More Dream Plants). The latter was published in English in 2000 as Dream Plants for the Natural Garden, with the original Droomplanten appearing as Planting the Natural Garden in 2003.


Anton died in 1993 and Henk cared for Priona until his death in 2008, keeping it open to the public as a provocatively unconventional garden; ‘not everyone gets it’, I remember Henk complaining to me several times. After a gap of some years, the Priona Gardens are now publicly accessible again, as the backdrop to a rather contemporary restaurant, so it is still possible to experience Henk’s creative and gently eccentric approach to gardening. There is a clear love of the wild and naturalistic but also enough hedging and framing to remind the visitor that this is after all a Dutch garden. Henk’s ‘abstract expressionist’ approach to yew clipping makes us question our fundamental lack of creativity with this subject matter, while box hens and chickens on the main lawn add a humorous touch – a dry wit underlay Henk’s approach to life, especially his writing about perennials. That is why we have chosen to keep some of Henk’s favorite plants in the list, even though they are not relevant in Piet’s work.




[image: Images]


Echinacea purpurea ‘Vintage Wine’
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The Priona Gardens, the garden of Henk Gerritsen.
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Henk Gerritsen, Anja and Piet Oudolf at one of the Open Days at Hummelo





Perennials – moving on


Looking back to the latter decades of the 20th century, the era which gave rise to the original ‘Dream Plants’, perennials were very much a minority interest. The garden center had rather taken over from the traditional local or mail order nursery, and what they sold were mostly shrubs. The perennials would appear in spring, as bareroot plants in little plastic bags – in Britain at any rate. Things were at a similarly low ebb in the Netherlands too, whose most productive nursery industry was similarly shrub focused. Sweden’s rich early and mid 20th century gardening tradition had been largely forgotten. In the US, there had been a brief flowering of interest in perennials and in particular of the country’s rich native flora in the 1920s. Postwar however, the stifling conformity of the lawn seems to have suppressed most other expressions of horticulture. Germany was probably the best place for perennials. But even here the range of plants was still largely what could be called a ‘traditional’ range.


It’s worth taking a look at what we mean here, by talking about ‘traditional’ perennials. Back in the late 19th and early 20th centuries there had been a boom in interest in perennials across Northern Europe. But the focus was on a relatively limited number of species, each of which were the source of a bewildering range of cultivars. Phlox, Michaelmas daisies (Aster novi-belgii), bearded irises, and delphiniums come to mind. Many of these were quite labor-intensive, particularly in needing re-propagating every few years, or staking, or paying great attention to feeding. The defining point about these plants was that they all put on a spectacular display of color.


The 1950s to 1970s saw a slow shift away from these very colorful and high-maintenance plants. I remember the English nurserywoman and innovator Beth Chatto telling me that she felt a key role had been played by the flower arranging movement of the 1950s, which had encouraged amateur flower arrangers to look more at plants with interesting forms, subtle colors, and attractive foliage. Others were beginning to get interested in using native wild flowers in gardens, often spurred by their disappearance in the wild, as Henk noted in the original introduction, ‘Since the end of the sixties there has been a widespread awareness of the rapid disappearance of our wild flowers. I remember cycling around Utrecht at the beginning of the sixties and seeing ditches filled with marsh lousewort (Pedicularis palustris) and fields overgrown with sun spurge (Euphorbia helioscopia) and scarlet pimpernel (Anagallis arvensis).’


By the 1980s there were increasing numbers of gardeners who were experimenting with either wild flowers or plants which had always been in cultivation, but rarely outside botanical gardens or specialist collections: hostas, species of Geranium (i.e. cranesbills), Astrantia and Sedum. These were mostly available from small specialist nurseries, often run on the basis of paying hobbies. So what led to the great perennial boom?


Gardening undoubtedly had a boom from the late 1980s onwards. This was partly a function of rising incomes anyway but the growing environmental awareness that Henk discusses was also a big factor. ‘Wilder’ perennials were ideal for the new generation of nature-aware gardeners who generally had a small plot and wanted to make the most of it.


So, when, as Henk recorded in the first edition, ‘in the autumn of 1982, the first catalogue from the nursery of Oudolf and van der Kaa (Anja took over in 1986) dropped through the letterbox’, the scene was set. Henk records how he ‘read the catalogue with mounting amazement for I knew hardly any of the plants. And although the descriptions seemed to be about all kinds of interesting plants for wild garden enthusiasts, I strongly doubted the plants’ winter hardiness and use in the garden. I phoned the nursery and said, in a friendly fashion, “Thanks for the catalogue, very nice,” but added, in a slightly less friendly manner, “I’ll drop ’round in the spring and see which plants have survived the winter.”’ They all did of course.


Piet and Anja’s nursery helped shape the emerging selection of perennials, as did a number of other nurseries and indeed garden designers, primarily in Britain, the Netherlands, Germany, and increasingly the US. Their popularity has been hugely boosted by a number of factors, talking through which will help us better understand why we grow them and what we are looking for in plants that are worthwhile to grow.


Firstly, there is the whole field of wildlife gardening, gardening through nature, the garden-as-nature-reserve. This has been greatly promoted by writers and broadcasters, through citizen bodies like the Dutch Stichting Oase (Oasis Foundation), and powerful players like Britain’s Royal Horticultural Society. Much of this involves seeing perennials ‘in the round’. The old approach was to grow perennials for what were little more than blobs of color. The wildlife approach encouraged gardeners to see them as homes and food resources for biodiversity. Leaving seed heads up for the birds, as Henk did, encourages an interest in their beauty and use in the garden. As awareness grows of the human impact on nature, we continually add to this agenda – and we have lists of butterfly and bee friendly plants in the rear of the book.


We are also learning a lot more about the ecology of perennials, their lifecycles, and their role as ecological actors. The fact is that some species are inherently short-lived, which means that they need to continually reproduce, the appreciation of which has led gardeners to increasingly value self-seeding plants. Indeed, a whole book on this subject appeared a few years ago, ‘Blackbox Gardening’ (published in English as Cultivating Chaos) by three German colleagues. Knowledge of why some perennials are longer-lived than others and how they all maintain themselves in their habitats has fed into one of the most remarkable developments in Germany and Switzerland, that of Mixed Planting Systems, a formulaic approach which simplifies planting design for landscape architects.


Mixed Plantings are just one aspect of the extraordinary vibrancy of perennial growing in Germany, but this perhaps should not surprise us, as the country has a long history of inventive perennial growing. Karl Foerster (1874–1970), a nurseryman, breeder, and writer, was a marvelously creative gardener; it is him we have to thank for the growing role of grasses in gardens. The turn of the 20th to 21st centuries saw German perennial growers take on the ‘Dream Plants’ selection. In particular, the summer-long garden shows which are organized every year have played a huge role in popularizing the new look for perennials.


As economies in post-communist Eastern Europe took off, the growth in interest in perennials rocketed. East Europeans, with their deep connection to nature, appeared to totally ‘get it’. Perennials increasingly sprout in private gardens while cities like Warsaw and Moscow increasingly invest in public space perennial planting. It is in the United States where there have been the most remarkable developments however. In the early 1990s it was possible to drive down the length of the East Coast and see no more perennials in people’s gardens than a meter square block, usually of pink phlox. Now, echinaceas, rudbeckias, and trilliums flourish in many more gardens. The big push here has been the interest in growing native plants. Driven by the fact that many non-natives have spread beyond the garden fence to become troublesome invasives, and that there is a widespread desire to support native ecosystems, the growing of native perennials has become something of a moral crusade.


Having worked on several truly iconic projects in the US, Piet has been in a key position to participate in this movement. Working with growers like Roy Diblik and seeking advice from native plant experts like Rick Darke, Patrick Cullina, and Neil Diboll, he was able to produce some remarkably successful blends of native and non-native species. Piet has always used a high proportion of US natives in his work in Europe but his enthusiasm for species of Baptisia, Eupatorium, and Vernonia, to name just three, has inevitably led to his using them even more. There has always been a strong connection between Europe and North American perennials, and indeed it is difficult to imagine that the great outbreak of perennial border planting in early 20th century Britain and Germany could have happened without it. Henk and Piet helped rebuild that connection with ‘Dream Plants’; indeed Henk actually had an American border at Priona.


Gardeners in the US and Canada are now discovering the value of their own flora. New selections of natives appear all the time. The perennial industry has now really developed a life of its own. Some of these new plants cross the Atlantic, as good garden plants always have. The result is a more diverse perennial garden flora than ever before. Henk would have been very happy.
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The wild garden in front of Piet and Anja’s studio at Hummelo
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Singing copies at the book launch of the first edition of this book
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Autumn in the Hummelo garden





Noel Kingsbury
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Asclepias incarnata 'Ice Ballet'
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The scarlet-orange autumn foliage of Rhus typhina among Calamagrostis × acutiflora ‘Karl Foerster’










Part I


Plant descriptions
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Perennials


Explanation of The Symbols
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Sun
at least 7 hours of sun a day in summer
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Semi-Shade
filtered sunlight or 3-5 hours of sun
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Shade
less than 3 hours of sun in summer
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Height
in cm
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Flowering Time
1 = January; 2 = February; etc.










Achillea, Asteraceae, yarrow


An important genus for the garden, especially because of the unusual inflorescence, a flat, pancakelike flower head, whose form is indispensable among the numerous spike- and cluster-shaped inflorescences in the garden.
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Achillea ‘Walther Funcke’


‘Walther Funcke’


A coarse, gray-leaved plant that only reaches about 70 cm. Its flowers are bright red with yellow centers, as befits the memory of a committed communist; Funcke was a senior landscape planner in the Soviet-era German Democratic Republic.
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Achillea ‘Hella Glashoff’


‘Hella Glashoff’


An attractive, pale yellow cultivar that does not grow very tall.
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Achillea filipendulina ‘Parker’s Variety’


A. filipendulina ‘Parker’s Variety’
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A muscular plant with big dense plates of gold, very similar to ‘Cloth of Gold’. Good on dry soils and generally long-lived.


A. ptarmica ‘Xana’
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An improved form of an old cottage garden plant, easy and vigorous. White flowers in bunches of little heads quite different from the big umbels of other achilleas.


Achillea Hybrids
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Gardeners may be familiar with the pink forms of the extremely common A. millefolium, which sometimes crop up spontaneously. By crossing them with yellow-flowering species from southern Europe, hybrids in all the colors of the rainbow have originated, so that the ‘pancake’ form can be used in almost every imaginable color combination. Unfortunately, the hybrids are often unreliable plants that disappear after a few years, especially on heavier soils. The only situation is to dig up and rejuvenate the plants every two years.


‘Anthea’


Pale yellow flowers on a slow-growing plant.


‘Coronation Gold’


Tall (to 100 cm), golden-yellow and generally longer-lived than many.


‘Credo’


Another tall-growing cultivar with sulfur-yellow flowers.


‘Moonshine’


Lovely pale yellow flowers and silvery foliage that seems to be more reliable as a garden plant than many. Perhaps a bit shorter than most.


‘Terracotta’


Deep-colored flowers that fade exquisitely, giving a multi-color effect later in the summer.







Aconitum, Ranunculaceae, monkshood


Free-flowering plants that belong to the fascinating buttercup family, which includes buttercup, anemone, delphinium, old man’s beard, hellebore, rue, and columbine, to mention a few. Yet the buttercup family, which shows so much variety, is considered one of the oldest and, therefore, most primitive plant families. All the monkshood species have attractive, often glossy, more or less palmate foliage and curiously shaped flowers that, with a little imagination, resemble a monk’s hood. The flowers are pollinated only by bumblebees.
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Aconitum napellus ‘Stainless Steel’


A. napellus
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This is the ordinary purple-blue common or garden monkshood that everyone knows. It is included in this book because of the beautiful white (‘Grandiflorum Album’), pink ('Rosea'), and pale blue (‘Stainless Steel’) varieties that are now available.
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Aconitum carmichaelii var. wilsonii


A. carmichaelii var. wilsonii
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One of the first perennials to appear in spring, but producing flowers almost always at the end of the season. Beautiful purple-blue flowers, exceptional in autumn. A strong plant that never flops over.
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Aconitum lamarckii


A. lamarckii
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A relatively strong form of the yellow monkshood with tall, sulfur-yellow flowers. Relatively, because all the yellow-flowering species collapse easily. Instead of tying them up (ugly), plant them between sturdy perennials or small shrubs, against which they can lean.
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Aconitum henryi ‘Spark’s Variety’


A. henryi ‘Spark’s Variety’
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Aconitum napellus 'Rosea'







Aconogonon, Polygonaceae


A. ‘Johanniswolke’
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Syn. Persicaria polymorpha. A gigantic plant, with dense foliage, which unlike many large knotweeds is noninvasive; it flowers throughout the summer with large cream-colored panicles that gradually turn reddish-brown. An effective space filler but the flowers are completely ignored by all insect life.







Actaea, Ranunculaceae, bugbane


Indispensable plants for shady spots. Foliage is composite pinnate or bipinnate, and flowers are small white or yellowish on short (herb Christopher) or elongated (baneberry) spikes. In the wild, these plants grow in damp woods or ravines, where the sun seldom shines. In gardens they can tolerate a good deal of sun, provided the soil does not dry out. Should that occur, the plants shrivel up before your eyes. The ornamental value of herb Christopher lies in its striking summer berries, while that of baneberry, better known under the old scientific name Cimicifuga, resides in the whole habit and the eye-catching inflorescence in late summer. For simplicity’s sake, we shall first discuss herb Christopher, then baneberry.


Herb Christopher


A. pachypoda
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Bears white berries on thick, dark red stems.


A. rubra
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Bears shiny, red berries on red stems. Actaea rubra f. neglecta grows much taller (80 cm) and has white berries. Another form, which bears translucent orange-red berries, is occasionally available as A. rubra ‘Neglecta’.


A. spicata
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Bears black berries.


Baneberry


A. cordifolia
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Has palmate foliage, not heart shaped as the scientific name promises, and attractive yellowish-green flower spikes.
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Actaea heracleifolia


A. heracleifolia
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The sturdy flower stems, which are branched at the top, bear several upward-pointing, arching flower spikes towards the end of the year.





A. japonica
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The shortest baneberry, with metallic-colored, shiny foliage and short, candlelike flower spikes.


A. mairei
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Spikes slightly drooping. The yellowish flowers have a touch of orange on the petals. Most elegant.
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Actaea ‘Queen of Sheba’


A. ‘Queen of Sheba’
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Dark leaves and somewhat pendant white flower spikes. These are shorter and in greater numbers than with most of the taller Actaea species – more of a firework effect.





A. simplex var. matsumurae ‘White Pearl’
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One of the last baneberries to flower. Compact, luminous-white, half-pendent spikes.
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Actaea simplex var. simplex ‘Scimitar’


A. simplex var. simplex ‘Atropurpurea’
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A giant plant with purple-red foliage and elongated flower ‘candles’. The white flowers have purple-red calyces and flower stems. This very strong plant never collapses. The red of the foliage intensifies in full sunlight. Watch that the soil does not dry out.


‘James Compton’


Slightly shorter (180 cm) than ‘Atropurpurea’, with dark foliage and harmoniously placed flower stems.


‘Prichard’s Giant’


An immense giant (220 cm) with dull green foliage. Way above the leaves, the flower spikes appear to be floating in the wind.


‘Scimitar’


Resembles ‘Prichard’s Giant’ but is slightly shorter (200 cm). Has graceful, arched flower spikes.










Adelocaryum see Lindelofia







Agastache, Lamiaceae, giant hyssop


Wonderful garden plants; everything is ‘just right’ about them. Extremely strong stems – the plants cannot collapse, even if you should want them to – with foliage resembling that of the stinging nettle (Urtica dioica). The foliage, however, differs in three important ways: it does not sting, it is covered in a purple haze (especially the young leaves), and it has a delicious smell of aniseed (Pimpinella anisum). The plants produce flowers over a long period and have tall gray spikes from which small flowers peep. The flowers are frequented by bees and butterflies. The winter silhouette is also beautiful. Blue tits and bullfinches peck at the seeds throughout the winter, giving the gardener a reason to not cut down the plants. Another reason is that the plants are often short-lived, so they should be given an opportunity to self-seed.
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Agastache nepetoides


A. nepetoides
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A tall, slender species with green spikes. An ‘exclamation mark’ in the garden throughout the winter. Biennial but often self-seeding.
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Agastache rugosa ‘Blue Fortune’


A. rugosa
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A tall species from Korea. The long, green spikes are full of small purple flowers. ‘Alabaster’ has white flowers. ‘Blue Fortune’ has shiny foliage, dark spikes, and flowers that tend towards blue; it is sterile, so not self-seeding, but does last longer.










Alcea, Malvaceae, hollyhock


A description of the hollyhock would seem unnecessary: everyone recognizes the tall, unbranched flower stems around which numerous, five-petaled, regularly formed flowers are grouped. The leaves are broad and lobed. Hollyhocks have a short life: two or three years, a fourth or fifth at a stretch, but then it is over. They tend to seed better between stones and in gravel, less frequently in ordinary garden soil. The plants we have today in cultivation are the result of many centuries of relaxed cross-breeding between species.


A. ficifolia


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 180  [image: Image] 7-9


Deeply indented leaves and pale yellow flowers.


A. ‘Parkallee’
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An old, long-forgotten hybrid between a hollyhock and a mallow that popped up in Germany after the fall of the Berlin wall. Somewhat like a hollyhock, with gray downy, triangular leaves and cream-colored semi-double flowers with a peach-colored center on a more spreading plant than is typical for hollyhocks.
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Alcea ‘Parkrondell’


A similar plant is A. ‘Parkrondell’, with clear pink semi-double flowers over a very long season. Both these are more robust and longer-lived than ‘ordinary hollyhocks’ but still need to be re-propagated by cuttings every few years.
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Alcea rosea ‘Nigra’


A. rosea ‘Nigra’
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The ‘black’ hollyhock bears shiny, deep dark red flowers.
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Alchemilla mollis


Alchemilla, Rosaceae, lady’s mantle


Low-growing plants with distinctive broad, grayish-green pleated leaves and greenish-yellow sprays of flowers. The flowers never produce fertile pollen; they reproduce apomictically (that is, asexually). This has resulted in hundreds of species being described, which are impossible for the average person to tell apart: each slightly different parent plant brings forth offspring that all show the same variance.
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Allium ‘Summer Beauty’


Allium, Alliaceae, ornamental garlics


A. ‘Summer Beauty’
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We are all familiar, perhaps even too familiar with the ‘drumstick’ alliums which sprout dramatically out of gardens in late spring. Like tulips, they do not always repeat flower. This one however, a plant of somewhat mysterious origins, may be less dramatic but behaves more like a perennial, as it flowers later and reliably and steadily forms a dense leafy clump, with heads of pink flowers.










Amorpha, Fabaceae, lead plant




[image: Images]


Amorpha canescens


A. canescens
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An unusual prairie plant with divided grayish foliage and deep dull purple flower heads which complement neighboring pink or blue flowers. Technically a shrub, but as with the similarly ungainly Perovskia, most gardeners prefer to treat it as herbaceous and so cut it back during the winter.










Amsonia, Apocynaceae, bluestar


A long-lived plant with narrow, hairless leaves and racemes of pale blue star-like flowers, in which one can easily recognize affinity with the lesser periwinkle (Vinca minor). All the species except one are from North America.


A. ‘Blue Ice’
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A compact cultivar with dark lavender-blue flowers. Like the following it is one of the showier perennials in the autumn. Looks like A. orientalis.
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Amsonia hubrichtii


A. hubrichtii
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The decorative value of this plant is mainly due to the needle-shaped leaves, which turn a wonderful shade of yellow and orange in autumn. The small racemes of pale blue flowers in early summer are an added attraction.
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Amsonia orientalis


A. orientalis
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Syn. Rhazya orientalis. A native of Thrace to the northwest of Turkey, this plant shows a slightly rampant growth but never becomes a nuisance. During a warm summer and in a sunny spot, it flowers profusely over a long period, producing tiny steel-blue stars that emerge from dark blue buds. After a shower of rain, which it obviously does not like, the plant collapses into a mess but always straightens up again.
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Amsonia tabernaemontana var. salicifolia


A. tabernaemontana var. salicifolia
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A strong, slow-growing but extremely long-lasting and easy plant, which eventually forms solid clumps. Appears in spring, when purple stems push up through the soil and later bear striking racemes of flowers.


Beautiful autumn coloring is also part of the bargain. In other words, this is an excellent garden plant.










Anemone, Ranunculaceae, anemone


Once again a fascinating genus from the buttercup family. Through the ages many species have been grown. Two of them are A. coronaria, the florist’s anemone, and the incomparable herald of spring, A. nemorosa, the wood anemone. All the species have beautifully formed, often downy foliage and ‘true’ flowers: five or six petals with a prominent stamen center.


Spring-Flowering Anemones


The low-growing, spring-flowering species all have pinnate, hairy foliage and, after flowering, striking, fluffy seed heads. The spring anemones are not spectacular, but they have a subtlety that gives you goose bumps. They often flower a second time in summer.
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Anemone leveillei


A. leveillei
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A woodland type Anemone. Divided foliage with pure white flowers that have a prominent central cluster of purple-blue anthers – quite a striking combination.





A. multifida
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Syn. A. magellanica. Flowers sulfur-yellow.


A. sylvestris
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Cream colored. In spite of its scientific name (sylvestris means ‘from the woods’), this species differs from the previous one because it is a steppe plant that feels most at home in a dry, sunny situation. It even tends to become rampant there. Variety 'Macrantha' has larger flowers.


Summer-Flowering Anemones


These anemones are larger and slightly coarser than their spring-flowering cousins but, even so, they still give you plenty of goose bumps.
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Anemone cylindrica


A. cylindrica
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An extraordinary species with stiff, upright stems. The long-stemmed, greenish-white flowers, with their high green stamen centers, are pretty in themselves, and after flowering the centers lengthen into seed pods which are covered in silvery down.





Autumn Or Japanese Anemones


These anemones, which are from China and Japan, flower last and grow the tallest. They all have large deeply cut foliage and airy racemes of relatively large flowers on long stems. All the autumn-flowering anemones must be protected during the first winter. Because there are countless cultivars, we describe only those we consider the most beautiful.


A. hupehensis


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 80-100  [image: Image] 8-9


Does not grow very tall, has leaves composed of three leaflets, and produces warm pink flowers.


‘Crispa’


Syn. A. ×hybrida ‘Lady Gilmour’. Unusual, curled-up foliage. Very free-flowering.


‘Hadspen Abundance’


Compact growth and deep pink-red flowers.


A. ×hybrida


A group of hybrids of mixed parentage.
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Anemone ×hybrida ‘Honorine Jobert’


‘Honorine Jobert’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 130  [image: Image] 8-10


The most beautiful white Japanese anemone.





‘Königin Charlotte’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 8-10


Semi-double, soft pink flowers with a deeper pink underside.
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Anemone ×hybrida ‘Pamina’


‘Pamina’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 80  [image: Image] 9-10


A strong grower with deep carmine-pink flowers produced over several months. Not a double in the usual sense but the two layers of petals give the flowers extra substance.





‘Whirlwind’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 100  [image: Image] 8-10


Semi-double, white flowers. Grows slowly but is well worth waiting for.


A. tomentosa


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 7-9


Large and less deeply cut foliage.


‘Albadura’


Very light pink flowers and darker pink in bud.
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Anemone tomentosa ‘Robustissima’


‘Robustissima’


Grows tall (150 cm), bears pale pink flowers, and becomes rampant on fertile soil.










Angelica, Apiaceae, angelica


Angelicas are robust umbellifers, just as impressive as the hogweeds (Heracleum species), but without the unpleasant habit of causing skin burns. They are recognizable by their domed and not flat flower heads. Short-lived, but usually very good self-seeders, especially on rich, moisture-retentive soil.
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Angelica gigas


A. gigas


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 140  [image: Image] 7-8


A magnificent species from Korea, with deep dark red flower heads. It could be the showpiece of every border were it not an unreliable self-seeder. So what to do? Buy new plants.





A. sylvestris ‘Vicar’s Mead’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 140  [image: Image] 7-8


A form of the common angelica with grayish-blue foliage, purple-flushed stems and leaf base, and pinkish flower heads. Has difficulty self-seeding.
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Aquilegia


Aquilegia, Ranunculaceae, columbine


We remain enthusiastic about the buttercup family. Primitive or not, columbines are a miracle of design. Jan van Eyck and Albrecht Dürer already thought so in their time and we still do: distinctive ternate, lobed leaves, often covered in a glaucous blue haze, and nodding flowers, with five colored sepals and five colored petals. The latter have an upward-pointing spur. Columbines generally only live for a few years but self-seed well, so you never need be without. A humus-rich soil and light shade are appreciated.
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Aquilegia ×hybrida ‘Nora Barlow‘


A. ×hybrida ‘Nora Barlow’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 70  [image: Image] 5-6


Double, white flowers with smudges of white, red, and pink – absolutely delightful. Nothing wild about this double variety, but it would still look good in the wildest gardens. Repeats well from seed. Also worthwhile, A. vulgaris ‘William Guinness’ and A. vulgaris ‘Christa Barlow’.










Aralia, Araliaceae, spikenard


Besides the well-known Japanese angelica tree (A. elata), the genus Aralia consists of herbaceous plants that are undeservedly little known. They all have compound leaves (like an elder but far more attractive) and panicles of ivylike flowers, followed by blue-black berries. Although they grow best in semi-shade on fertile, moisture-retentive soil, they are remarkably strong and can tolerate poor soil, sun, and drought.


A. californica


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 300  [image: Image] 7-8


A huge plant that, given good soil, can easily reach 3 m in height and width. Gracefully nodding, greenish-white flower panicles are followed by black berries on purple stems. Fully hardy, although in the wild the plant does not grow farther north than the Siskiyou Mountains in southern Oregon. There it grows alongside another giant plant, Darmera peltata, in wet, well-shaded situations. An idea for the garden?


A. continentalis


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 200  [image: Image] 7-8


This species hails from Korea and is possibly even more beautiful than A. californica, although it does not grow as tall. The compound leaves grow just as large (up to 1.2 m). The greenish-white flower panicles turn to pink and are followed by enormous purple berries that hang down like bunches of grapes.


A. racemosa


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 100  [image: Image] 6-7


The smallest species in the genus. From eastern North America. Has cream-colored fluffy inflorescences and shiny black berries. Spreads steadily in light shade.







Artemisia, Asteraceae, mugwort


Oddly enough, mugwort species are seldom mentioned in older gardening books and, consequently, were not popular in the past. Recently, all has changed under the influence of various fashion trends prescribing borders in gray and white, gray and yellow, or gray and red. The extremely gray artemisias thereby became indispensable. In fashion or not, artemisias will remain popular in the future. The gray color that knits all the other colors together is far too attractive to fall out of favor again. All the species except A. lactiflora prefer dry, well-drained soil and plenty of sun. They suffer in very wet winters.


A. alba ‘Canescens’


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 60  [image: Image] n/a


Threadlike, filigree-like gray foliage and elegant upward-reaching flower stems.
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Artemisia lactiflora Guizhou Group


A. lactiflora


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 175  [image: Image] 8-9


An unusual species with glossy, dark green lobed foliage and large panicles full of cream-colored ‘pinheads’. The plant definitely requires moisture-retentive soil and is absolutely intolerant of drought. Plants with purple-flushed young foliage and purple stems belong to the Guizhou Group, and A. lactiflora Guizhou Group ‘Rosa Schleier’ promises pink flowers as well.
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Artemisia ludoviciana var. latiloba


A. ludoviciana var. latiloba


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 40  [image: Image] n/a


A coarse, slightly rampant plant. In places where it has sufficient space, for instance between low shrubs, it can form a wonderful silvery white hummock. Although attractive brownish-gray flower spikes appear in June, we recommend cutting back the whole plant to 20 cm just before the flowers appear. This will prevent the plant from collapsing into disarray in summer, with all the stems tangled up together.
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Artemisia lactiflora with Helenium ‘Kupferzwerg‘ and Sanguisorba officinalis










Aruncus, Rosaceae, goat’s beard


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 6-7


Plants of great character, at once both dramatic and subtle, with clumps of attractive foliage and plume-like flowers for a brief summer season. They are particularly useful for adding some bulk to lightly-shaded places.
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Aruncus ‘Horatio’


A. ‘Horatio’


A breathtakingly beautiful cross between the familiar, immensely strong giant plant A. dioicus and the unsightly A. aethusifolius. The hybrid has attractive, compound, divided foliage that turns a beautiful color in autumn. It bears elegant panicles of cream-colored small flowers on reddish-brown stems.





A. ‘Johannifest’


Clusters of very fine, almost thread-like flowers, resembling rather superior fireworks. 90 cm.
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Aruncus ‘Misty Lace’ with Kirengeshoma palmata and Sesleria autumnalis


A. ‘Misty Lace’


A variety selected in Georgia, USA, by the great perennial expert Allan Armitage for its tolerance of hot and humid summer weather. 90 cm.


A. ‘Woldemar Meier’


A small-growing (60 cm) hybrid with red flower stems and foliage that turns good fiery shades in the autumn.










Asarum, Aristolochiaceae, wild ginger


Slow-growing plants for deep shade and good woodland soil that does not dry out. Evergreen foliage. To see the curious, three-petaled brown flowers you will have to get down on your knees for they remain concealed under the leaves.
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Asarum canadense


A. canadense


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 25  [image: Image] 3-4


Heart-shaped, velvety green leaves can reach 15 cm across.





A. europaeum


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 15  [image: Image] 2-4


Kidney-shaped, glossy, dark green leaves with light green veins. The leaves reach 10 cm across.







Asclepias, Asclepiadaceae, milkweed


The milkweeds have intricately-shaped flowers in clusters. Particularly liked by North American gardeners and lovers of nature for supporting the caterpillars of the iconic monarch butterfly, the only animal unaffected by the toxins in the milky sap. All produce pointed seed heads which burst open to produce seeds with white fluffy attachments which enable them to float away on the breeze.
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Asclepias incarnata


A. incarnata


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 7-9


Pink flowers atop upright stems. A fine, if often short-lived, plant for damper soils and even quite wet ones.





A. purpurascens


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 6-7


Deep pink, tight flower clusters above robust-looking leafy plants. Some describe it as ‘a bit rough-looking’, but it is useful for drier places.


A. speciosa


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 120  [image: Image] 6-7


With its large, slightly grayish leaves and chunky round flower heads of pale pink, this is a rather exotic-looking plant. Once established it sends out runners and young plants start to pop up some way from the parent, which can frighten the nervous gardener.


A. tuberosa


[image: Image]  [image: Image] 80  [image: Image] 6-8


The classic milkweed for monarch caterpillars. Its orange flowers make it very distinctive in prairie plantings. The plant grows a tap root which makes it difficult to transplant, although propagation by seed is very easy. Generally reckoned to prefer well-drained soils, there are various geographical forms with different habitat preferences.
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