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Welcome to Rick Steves’ Europe



Travel is intensified living—maximum thrills per minute and one of the last great sources of legal adventure. Travel is freedom. It’s recess, and we need it.


I discovered a passion for European travel as a teen and have been sharing it ever since—through my tours, public television and radio shows, and travel guidebooks. Over the years, I’ve taught thousands of travelers how to best enjoy Europe’s blockbuster sights—and experience “Back Door” discoveries that most tourists miss.


Written with my talented co-authors, Steve Smith and Gene Openshaw, this book offers you a balanced mix of Paris’ blockbuster sights and lesser-known gems. It’s selective: Rather than listing dozens of neighborhoods to explore, we recommend only the best ones. And it’s in-depth: Our self-guided museum tours and city walks provide insight into Paris’ vibrant history and today’s living, breathing culture.
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We advocate traveling simply and smartly. Take advantage of our money- and time-saving tips on sightseeing, transportation, and more. Try local, characteristic alternatives to expensive hotels and restaurants. In many ways, spending more money only builds a thicker wall between you and what you traveled so far to see.


We visit Paris to experience it—to become temporary locals. Thoughtful travel engages us with the world, as we learn to appreciate other cultures and new ways to measure quality of life.


Judging by the positive feedback we receive from our readers, this book will help you enjoy a fun, affordable, and rewarding vacation—whether it’s your first trip or your tenth.


Bon voyage! Happy travels!
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INTRODUCTION


Planning


TRIP COSTS


WHEN TO GO


Map: Paris Overview


Before You Go


Travel Smart


Paris—the City of Light—has been a beacon of culture for centuries. As a world capital of art, fashion, food, literature, and ideas, it stands as a symbol of all the fine things human civilization can offer. Come prepared to celebrate this, rather than judge our cultural differences, and you’ll capture the romance and joie de vivre that this city exudes.


Paris offers sweeping boulevards, chatty crêpe stands, chic boutiques, and world-class art galleries. Sip decaf with deconstructionists at a sidewalk café, then step into an Impressionist painting in a tree-lined park. Pay homage to beloved Notre-Dame, recovering from a devastating fire. Cruise the Seine, zip to the top of the Eiffel Tower, and saunter down Avenue des Champs-Elysées. Master the Louvre and Orsay museums. Save some after-dark energy for one of the world’s most romantic cities.


Planning


This section will help you get started planning your trip—with advice on trip costs, when to go, and what you should know before you take off.


TRIP COSTS


Five components make up your trip costs: airfare to Europe, transportation in Europe, room and board, sightseeing and entertainment, and shopping and miscellany.


Airfare to Europe: A basic round-trip flight from the US to Paris can cost, on average, about $1,000-2,000 total, depending on where you fly from and when (cheaper in winter). If Paris is part of a longer European trip, consider saving time and money by flying into one city and out of another; for instance, into Paris and out of Rome. Overall, Kayak.com is the best place to start searching for flights on a combination of mainstream and budget carriers.


Transportation in Paris: For a typical one-week visit, allow about $75 for Métro tickets and a couple of day trips by train. To get between Paris and either major airport, figure $35-130 round-trip, depending on which option you choose.


Room and Board: You can manage comfortably in Paris on $210 a day per person for room and board. This allows $15 for breakfast, $20 for lunch with a drink, $55 for dinner with drinks, and $120 for lodging (based on two people splitting the cost of a $240 double room). If you’ve got more money, I’ve listed great ways to spend it. Students and tightwads can enjoy Paris for as little as $70 a day ($35 for a bed, $35 for meals and snacks).


Sightseeing and Entertainment: Get the Paris Museum Pass, which covers most sights in the city (see here). You’ll pay about $24 a day for a two-day pass, $15 a day for a four-day pass, and $12 a day for a six-day pass. Without a Museum Pass, figure about $15 per major sight, $10 for others. Add $20-60 for bus tours and splurge experiences (such as walking tours and concerts in Sainte-Chapelle). An overall average of $45 a day works for most people. Don’t skimp here. After all, this category is the driving force behind your trip—you came to sightsee, enjoy, and experience Paris.


Shopping and Miscellany: Figure $4 per ice cream cone, coffee, or soft drink. Shopping can vary in cost from nearly nothing to a small fortune. Good budget travelers find that this category has little to do with assembling a trip full of lifelong memories.


WHEN TO GO


Late spring and fall bring the best weather and the biggest crowds. May, June, September, and October are the toughest months for hotel-hunting—don’t expect many deals. Summers are generally hot and dry; if you wilt in the heat, look for a room with air-conditioning. Rooms are easy to land in August (some hotels offer deals), and though many French businesses close in August, you’ll hardly notice.


Paris makes a great winter getaway (see the Paris in Winter chapter). Airfare costs less, cafés are cozy, and the city feels lively but not touristy. The only problem—weather—is solved by dressing warmly, with layers. Expect cold (even freezing lows) and rain (hats, gloves, scarves, umbrellas, and thick-soled shoes are essential). For specific temperatures, see the climate chart in the appendix.
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Cheap Tricks in Paris


Book good-value rooms early. I list several well-located and comfortable hotels with rooms under €140, but you’ll need to beat others to the punch.


Have breakfast at a café. Many cafés and some bakeries offer breakfast deals for half to a third less than your hotel.


Enjoy picnic lunches and dinners. You’ll find tasty €5 sandwiches, to-go salads, quiches, crêpes, and high-quality takeout at bakeries, charcuteries, and stands. Wine merchants sell chilled, picnic-friendly bottles that they’ll happily open for you. Scenic picnic sites are everywhere (for suggestions, see the Eating in Paris chapter).


In cafés, stand at the bar to sip your drink, and you’ll get the lowest prices. Before ordering at a table, check out the price list (Les Prix de Consommation), which is always prominently displayed. This shows the price of the most commonly ordered drinks au comptoir (at the counter) and en salle (seated at a table). I use the price of un café (shot of espresso) at the counter as my barometer—if the price is about €2 or less, the place is likely to be reasonable. If given a choice between small-, medium-, or large-size beverage, be aware that small is usually the norm and larger drinks can be crazy pricey.


Order only a plat (main course) for dinner. At cafés (as opposed to restaurants), it’s fine to order only a soup or salad for dinner.


Shop at grocery stores for bottled water, drinks, picnic fixings, and snacks, not at expensive snack stands. Refill bottles from the tap.


Visit sights on free days (see sidebar on here). Save splurges for an experience you’ll always remember (such as a concert in Sainte-Chapelle).


Buy a Paris Museum Pass and use it wisely (see here).





Before You Go


You’ll have a smoother trip if you tackle a few things ahead of time. For more information on these topics, see the Practicalities chapter (and www.ricksteves.com, which has helpful travel tips and talks).


Make sure your travel documents are valid. If your passport is due to expire within six months of your ticketed date of return, you need to renew it. Allow up to six weeks to renew or get a passport (www.travel.state.gov). Beginning in 2021, you may also need to register with the European Travel Information and Authorization System (ETIAS).


Arrange your transportation. Book your international flights. You won’t want a car in congested Paris, but if you’ll be touring the countryside beyond, figure out your transportation options: You can buy train or (comfortable, inexpensive) bus tickets as you go, get a rail pass, rent a car, or book a cheap flight. (You can wing it in Europe, but it may cost more.) High-speed trains (TGVs—also called “InOui”) in France require a seat reservation; book as early as possible, as these trains fill fast, and some routes use TGV trains almost exclusively. This is especially true if you’re traveling with a rail pass.




Paris Almanac


Population: Paris is the capital and largest city in France. About 2.3 million people live in the city center (10 million in the greater Paris region).


Currency: Euro.


Nickname: The City of Light.


City Layout: Paris is sliced by the Seine River, with the Right Bank to the north and the Left Bank to the south (orient yourself by looking downstream—the Left Bank is to your left, the Right Bank to your right). The city is divided into 20 boroughs, called arrondissements.


Transportation Basics: The Métro is the most-used public transportation in Paris, with 16 lines, 300 stations, and nearly 5 million passengers each day. Mayor Anne Hidalgo, continuing a trend to reduce vehicular traffic, has called for a ban on diesel cars by 2020, expanded traffic-free areas, and more bike lanes. She has also proposed free public transit for residents. Today only 40 percent of Parisians own cars.


Tourist Tracks: Paris is the world’s top tourist destination, attracting more than 30 million visitors a year. Of its 3,800 historical monuments, the most popular are the Louvre (more than 9 million people tour it each year) and the Eiffel Tower (more than 7 million). But Mona can’t hold a candle to Mickey—Disneyland Paris gets 16 million visitors a year.


Culture Count: Most Parisians, including those of French ancestry, were born outside of the city—and roughly one in five residents of greater Paris was born outside France (and one in three has at least one immigrant parent). The city has significant populations from Africa, China, Eastern Europe, and the Middle East.


Famous Residents: Brigitte Bardot, Juliette Binoche, Carla Bruni, Sofia Coppola, Catherine Deneuve, Jean-Luc Godard, Rickie Lee Jones, Diane Kruger, Tony Parker, Roman Polanski, Mick Jagger, Kristin Scott Thomas, Audrey Tautou, and Emmanuel Macron.


Average Parisian: Compared to the rest of the country, the average Parisian is younger (many people retire in the countryside), makes more money, and is more likely to live alone or with just one other person. That said, a recent baby boom has increased the average number of children to two per family.





Book rooms well in advance, especially if your trip falls during peak season or any major holidays or festivals.


Make reservations or buy tickets ahead for major sights. To avoid long ticket-buying lines at the Eiffel Tower, book an entry time several months in advance using its online reservation system. If you don’t plan to get a Paris Museum Pass, consider advance tickets for the Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, and Sainte-Chapelle, among others.


Consider travel insurance. Compare the cost of the insurance to the cost of your potential loss. Check whether your existing insurance (health, homeowners, or renters) covers you and your possessions overseas.


Call your bank. Alert your bank that you’ll be using your debit and credit cards in Europe. Ask about transaction fees, and get the PIN number for your credit card. You don’t need to bring beaucoup euros for your trip—arrive with €200 just in case, and withdraw more from cash machines in Europe.


Use your smartphone smartly. Sign up for an international service plan to reduce your costs, or rely on Wi-Fi in Europe instead. Download any apps you’ll want on the road, such as maps, translation, transit schedules, and Rick Steves Audio Europe (see sidebar).


Pack light. You’ll walk with your luggage more than you think. Bring a single carry-on bag and a daypack. Use the packing checklist in the appendix as a guide.


Travel Smart


If you have a positive attitude, equip yourself with good information (this book), and expect to travel smart, you will.


Read—and reread—this book. To have an “A” trip, be an “A” student. Note opening hours of sights, closed days, crowd-beating tips, and whether reservations are required or advisable. Check the latest at www.ricksteves.com/update.
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Be your own tour guide. As you travel, get up-to-date info on sights, reserve tickets and tours, reconfirm hotels and travel arrangements, and check transit connections. Visit local tourist information offices (TIs). Upon arrival in a new town, lay the groundwork for a smooth departure; confirm the train, bus, or road you’ll take when you leave.




The Language Barrier and That French Attitude


You may have heard that the French are cold and refuse to speak English. This preconception is outdated. The French are as friendly as any other people (if a bit more formal). But be reasonable in your expectations: French waiters are paid to be efficient, not chatty.


The best advice? Slow down. Hurried, impatient travelers who don’t recognize the pleasures of people-watching from a sun-dappled café often misinterpret French attitudes. With beaucoup paid vacation and 35-hour workweeks, your hosts can’t fathom why anyone would rush through their time off. By making an effort to appreciate French culture, you’re likely to have a richer experience.


[image: Image]


The French take great pride in their customs and cling to a sense of their own cultural importance. They view formality as being polite, and prefer to avoid eye contact with strangers. When tourists stroll down the street with a big grin blurting “Bonjour!” to people they don’t know, it’s considered a little crazy rather than friendly.


Communication difficulties are exaggerated, but you’ll get better treatment if you use the pleasantries. Learn these five phrases: bonjour (good day), pardon (pardon me), s’il vous plaît (please), merci (thank you), and au revoir (good-bye). Begin every encounter (for instance, when entering a shop) with “Bonjour, madame (or monsieur),” and end every encounter with “Au revoir, madame (or monsieur).”


When you attempt to speak French, you may be politely corrected—c’est normal (to be expected; they correct each other, too). The French are linguistic perfectionists; they take their language (and other languages) seriously. To ask a French person to speak English, say, “Bonjour, madame (or monsieur). Parlez-vous anglais?” They may smile and say “non,” but as you struggle on, you may soon find out they speak more English than you speak French. This isn’t a tourist-baiting tactic, but timidity on their part to speak another language less than fluently.


Practice the French survival phrases in this book (see the appendix), and have a translation app or a French/English dictionary handy. In transactions, a notepad and pen minimize misunderstandings; have vendors write down the price. For more tips on hurdling the language barrier, consider the Rick Steves French Phrase Book & Dictionary (available at www.ricksteves.com).







Rick’s Free Video Clips and Audio Tours


Travel smarter with these free, fun resources:


Rick Steves Classroom Europe, a powerful tool for teachers, is also useful for travelers. This video library contains over 400 three- to five-minute clips excerpted from my public television series. Enjoy these videos as you sort through options for your trip and to better understand what you’ll see in Europe. Just enter a topic (city name, historical event, etc.) into the search bar for a list of everything I’ve filmed on a subject. Check it out at Classroom.Ricksteves.com.
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Rick Steves Audio Europe, an app for Apple and Android mobile devices, makes it easy to download my audio tours and listen to them offline as you travel. For Paris, these audio tours include my Historic Paris Walk and Rue Cler Walk, and tours of the Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, Père Lachaise Cemetery, and Versailles Palace (look for the [image: Image] in this book). The app also offers insightful travel interviews from my public radio show with experts from Europe and around the globe. Find it in your app store or at RickSteves.com/AudioEurope [URL inactive].
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Outsmart thieves. Pickpockets abound in crowded places where tourists congregate. Treat commotions as smokescreens for theft. Keep your cash, credit cards, and passport secure in a money belt tucked under your clothes; carry only a day’s spending money in your front pocket. Don’t set valuable items down on counters or café tabletops, where they can be quickly stolen or easily forgotten.


Minimize potential loss. Keep expensive gear to a minimum. Bring photocopies or take photos of important documents (passport and cards) to aid in replacement if they’re lost or stolen. Back up photos and files frequently.


Guard your time and energy. Taking a taxi or Uber can be a good value if it saves you a long wait for a cheap bus or an exhausting walk across town. To avoid long lines, follow my crowd-beating tips, such as making advance reservations, or sightseeing early or late. You can wait in line at the Louvre, or—with a Paris Museum Pass and some planning ahead—zip through without breaking a sweat. Day-tripping to Versailles on Monday is bad, since it’s closed—but it’s not great on Tuesday either, when the Louvre is closed and tourist mobs storm the palace.


Be flexible. Even if you have a well-planned itinerary, expect changes, strikes, closures, sore feet, bad weather, and so on. Your Plan B could turn out to be even better.


Attempt the language. Many French people—especially in the tourist trade and in cities—speak English, but if you learn some French, even just a few phrases, you’ll get more smiles and make more friends. Practice the survival phrases near the end of this book, and even better, bring a phrase book.


Connect with the culture. Interacting with locals carbonates your experience. Enjoy the friendliness of the French people. The French adore enthusiastic reactions to their landscapes, sights, food, and wine. Ask questions; most locals are happy to point you in their idea of the right direction. Cheer for your favorite bowler at a boules match, leave no chair unturned in your quest for the best café, find that perfect Eiffel Tower view, and make friends with a crêpe stand. When an opportunity pops up, make it a habit to say “yes.” Then have a trip that’s truly formidable.


Paris...here you come!





[image: Image]



ORIENTATION TO PARIS


PARIS: A VERBAL MAP


Map: Paris Arrondissements


PARIS BY NEIGHBORHOOD


Map: Paris Neighborhoods


PLANNING YOUR TIME


Overview


TOURIST INFORMATION


ARRIVAL IN PARIS


HELPFUL HINTS


GETTING AROUND PARIS


Map: Scenic Bus Routes


Tours in Paris


BY BUS OR PETIT TRAIN


BY BOAT


ON FOOT


ON WHEELS


EXCURSIONS FROM PARIS


Paris is magnificent, but it’s also super-sized, crowded, and fast-paced. Take a deep breath, then use this orientation to the City of Light to help illuminate your trip. The day plans—for visits of one to seven days—will help you prioritize the many sights. You’ll tap into Paris’ information sources for current events. Most important, you’ll learn to navigate Paris by Métro, bus, taxi, bicycle, or on foot. With the proper approach and a measure of patience, you’ll fall head over heels for Europe’s cultural capital.


PARIS: A VERBAL MAP


Central Paris (population 2.3 million) is circled by a ring road and split in half by the Seine River, which runs east-west. As you look downstream, the Right Bank (Rive Droite) is on your right, and the Left Bank (Rive Gauche) on your left. The bull’s-eye on your map is Notre-Dame, on an island in the middle of the Seine and ground zero in Paris.


[image: Image]


Twenty arrondissements (administrative districts) spiral out from the center, like an escargot shell. If your hotel’s zip code is 75007, you know (from the last two digits) that it’s in the 7th arrondissement. The city is riddled with Métro stops, and most Parisians locate addresses by the closest stop. So in Parisian jargon, the Eiffel Tower is on la Rive Gauche (the Left Bank) in the 7ème (7th arrondissement), zip code 75007, Mo: Trocadéro (the nearest Métro stop).


As you’re tracking down addresses, these words and pronunciations will help: arrondissement (ah-rohn-dees-mahn), Métro (may-troh), place (plahs; square), rue (rew; road), avenue (ah-vuh-new), boulevard (bool-var), pont (pohn; bridge), and carrefour (kah-ruh-foor; intersection).
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PARIS BY NEIGHBORHOOD


Paris is a big city, but its major sights cluster in convenient zones. Grouping your sightseeing, walks, dining, and shopping thoughtfully can save you lots of time and money.


Historic Core: This area centers on the Ile de la Cité (“Island of the City”), located in the middle of the Seine. On the Ile de la Cité, you’ll find Paris’ oldest sights, from Roman ruins to the medieval Notre-Dame and Sainte-Chapelle churches. Other sights in this area: Archaeological Crypt, Deportation Memorial, Conciergerie, flower market, riverside promenade and Paris Plages, and the lovely island of Ile St. Louis, with appealing shops, cafés, and restaurants. Paris’ most historic riverside vendors, les bouquinistes, line both sides of the Seine as it passes Ile de la Cité.


Major Museums Neighborhood: Located just west of the historic core, this is where you’ll find the Louvre, Orsay, and Orangerie. Other sights are the Tuileries Garden and Palais Royal’s courtyards.


Champs-Elysées: The greatest of the many grand, 19th-century boulevards on the Right Bank, the Champs-Elysées runs northwest from Place de la Concorde to the Arc de Triomphe. Sights in this area include the Petit and Grand Palais, Hôtel Hyatt Regency Paris Etoile (for its great city view), and La Défense with La Grande Arche.


Eiffel Tower Neighborhood: Dominated by the Eiffel Tower, this area also boasts the colorful Rue Cler (with many recommended hotels and restaurants), Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb, Rodin Museum, and the thriving outdoor market Marché Boulevard de Grenelle. Other sights: Quai Branly Museum, National Maritime Museum (closed through 2020), Architecture and Monuments Museum, and Sewer Museum (may be closed for renovation). The Marmottan Museum is west of the Eiffel Tower on the Right Bank.
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Opéra Neighborhood: Surrounding the Opéra Garnier, this classy area on the Right Bank is home to a series of grand boulevards and monuments. In the 19th century, it was modernized by Baron Haussmann into a neighborhood of wide roads lined with stately buildings. Though these days it’s busy with traffic, there are still hints of Paris circa 1870, when it was the capital of the world. Along with elegant sights such as the Opéra Garnier, Jacquemart-André Museum, and Fragonard Perfume Museum, the neighborhood also offers high-end shopping: at Galeries Lafayette department store, around Place de la Madeleine and Place Vendôme, and at the covered passages of Choiseul and Ste. Anne.


Left Bank: The Left Bank is home to...the Left Bank. Anchored by the large Luxembourg Garden (near numerous recommended hotels and eateries), the Left Bank is the traditional neighborhood of Paris’ intellectual, artistic, and café life. Other sights: the Latin Quarter, Cluny Museum, St. Germain-des-Prés and St. Sulpice churches, Panthéon, Montparnasse Tower, Catacombs, Delacroix Museum, and the Jardin des Plantes park. This is also one of Paris’ best shopping areas (see the Shopping chapter). The Grande Mosquée de Paris and Muslim cultural center (Arab World Institute) are just next to the Latin Quarter.
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Marais: Stretching eastward to Bastille along Rue de Rivoli/Rue St. Antoine, this neighborhood has lots of recommended restaurants and hotels, shops, the delightful Place des Vosges, and artistic sights such as the Pompidou Center and Picasso Museum. The area is known for its avant-garde boutiques and residents. Other Marais sights: Jewish Art and History Museum, Holocaust Memorial, La Coulée Verte Promenade-Park, Père Lachaise Cemetery, the Marché des Enfants Rouges covered market, and the outdoor markets at Bastille and Place d’Aligre. The Carnavalet Museum and Victor Hugo’s House are in this area but may be closed for renovation.
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Montmartre: This hill, topped by the bulbous white domes of Sacré-Cœur, hovers on the northern fringes of your Paris map. Home to many recommended hotels and restaurants, it still retains some of the untamed charm that once drew Impressionist painters and turn-of-the-century bohemians. Other sights are the Dalí and Montmartre museums, Moulin Rouge, Pigalle, and nearby Puces St. Ouen flea market.


PLANNING YOUR TIME


The following day-plans offer suggestions for how to maximize your sightseeing, depending on how much time you have. I’ve listed sights in descending order of importance, so if you have only one day, just do Day 1; for two days, add Day 2, and so on. When deciding where to plug in Versailles, remember that the main palace is closed on Mondays and especially crowded on Sundays, Tuesdays, and Saturdays (in that order). For other itinerary considerations on a day-by-day basis, check the “Daily Reminder” later in this chapter.


Paris in One, Two, or Three Busy Days


To fit in Versailles on a three-day visit, plan it for the morning of the third day.



Day 1



Morning: Follow this book’s Historic Paris Walk, featuring Ile de la Cité, Notre-Dame, the Latin Quarter, and Sainte-Chapelle.


Afternoon: Tour the Louvre.


Evening: Enjoy the Place du Trocadéro scene and a twilight ride up the Eiffel Tower.


Day 2


Morning: Follow my Champs-Elysées Walk from the Arc de Triomphe down the grand Avenue des Champs-Elysées and into the Tuileries Garden (or, to reduce walking, from Mo: Franklin D. Roosevelt, take line 1 to the Concorde stop).


Midday: Cross the pedestrian bridge from the Tuileries Garden, then tour the Orsay Museum.


Afternoon: Tour the Rodin Museum, or the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb.


Evening: Take a tour by bus, taxi/Uber, or retro-chic Deux Chevaux car (see here). (If you’re staying more than two days, save this for your last-night finale.)


Day 3


Morning: Catch RER/Train-C by 8:15 to arrive early at Versailles (right when it opens at 9:00), then tour the château and sample the gardens.


Afternoon: Versailles can take up a full sightseeing day, so be realistic. If you plan to do anything once back in Paris, consider a sight near one of the RER/Train-C stations: the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb or Rodin Museum (near RER/Train-C: Invalides), the Orsay Museum (RER/Train-C: Musée d’Orsay), or this book’s Left Bank Walk (near RER/Train-C: St. Michel).


Evening: Cruise the Seine River or have dinner on Ile St. Louis, then take a floodlit walk by Notre-Dame.


Paris in Five to Seven Days Without Going In-Seine


Day 1


Morning: Follow this book’s Historic Paris Walk, featuring Ile de la Cité, Notre-Dame, the Latin Quarter, and Sainte-Chapelle. If you enjoy medieval art, visit the Cluny Museum. If you appreciate parks, pause for a break in Luxembourg Garden.


Afternoon: Tour the Opéra Garnier, and end your day enjoying the glorious rooftop views at the Galeries Lafayette or Printemps department stores.


Evening: Cruise the Seine River.



Day 2



Morning: Tour the Louvre (arrive 30 minutes before opening).


Afternoon: Follow this book’s Champs-Elysées Walk from the Arc de Triomphe downhill along the incomparable Avenue des Champs-Elysées to the Tuileries Garden, and possibly the Orangerie Museum. Reversing the morning and afternoon activities on this day could also work well.


Evening: Enjoy dinner on Ile St. Louis, then a floodlit walk by Notre-Dame.


Day 3


Morning: Tour the Orsay Museum.


Midday: Tour the Rodin Museum (café lunch in gardens).


Afternoon: Visit the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb, then take this book’s Rue Cler Walk and relax at a café. If it’s balmy, consider walking the Left Bank riverside promenade between the Orsay and Pont de l’Alma (near the Eiffel Tower) or biking either bank of the promenade.


Evening: Take one of the nighttime tours by taxi/Uber, bus, or retro-chic Deux Chevaux car.


Day 4


Morning: Take RER/Train-C to arrive early at Versailles and tour the palace’s interior.


Midday: Have lunch in the gardens at Versailles.


Afternoon: Spend the afternoon touring the gardens, Trianon Palaces, and Domaine de Marie-Antoinette. (Late risers should reverse this plan and tour the palace’s interior in the afternoon to minimize crowd frustrations.) Or return to Paris and do this book’s Montmartre Walk.


Evening: Dine in Versailles town or back in Paris.


Day 5


Morning: Follow this book’s Marais Walk and tour the Pompidou Center. Have lunch on Place des Vosges or Rue des Rosiers.


Afternoon: Choose from these Marais sights: Picasso Museum, Jewish Art and History Museum, or Père Lachaise Cemetery.


Evening: Enjoy the Place du Trocadéro scene and a twilight ride up the Eiffel Tower.


Day 6


Morning: Spend most of your day at Chartres or a half-day touring the château of Vaux-le-Vicomte.


Afternoon: Enjoy the balance of your day exploring the shopping districts of Paris (follow the Left Bank Walk or seek out what appeals to you from the many options in the Shopping in Paris chapter).


Evening: Join the parade along the Champs-Elysées (which offers a different scene at night than the daytime walk you enjoyed on Day 2). If you haven’t hiked to the top of the Arc de Triomphe yet, consider doing it by twilight.




Daily Reminder


Sunday: Free days at many popular sights attract hordes of visitors. Versailles is more crowded than usual on Sunday in any season, and when the garden’s fountains run (April-Oct).


Look for organ concerts at St. Sulpice and other churches. The American Church often hosts a free concert (generally Sept-June at 17:00—but not every week and not in Dec). Luxembourg Garden has puppet shows today. The Champs-Elysées is traffic-free on the first Sunday of the month.


Most of Paris’ stores are closed on Sunday, but shoppers will find relief along the Champs-Elysées, at street markets (until 13:00), at flea markets, and in the Marais neighborhood’s lively Jewish Quarter, where many boutiques are open. Many recommended restaurants in the Rue Cler neighborhood are closed for dinner.


Monday: These sights are closed today: Orsay, Rodin, Marmottan, Picasso, Catacombs, Petit Palais, Victor Hugo’s House, Quai Branly, Jewish Art and History Museum, and Deportation Memorial. Outside of Paris, most sights in Auvers-sur-Oise and all at Versailles are closed (but the gardens are open). The Louvre is far more crowded because of these closings.


Market streets such as Rue Cler, Rue des Martyrs, and Rue Mouffetard are dead today.


Tuesday: Many sights are closed today, including the Louvre, Orangerie, Cluny, Pompidou, Delacroix, and Architecture and Monuments museums, as well as the châteaux of Chantilly (Nov-March) and Fontainebleau, and many sights in Auvers-sur-Oise. The Orsay and Versailles are crazy busy today. The fountains at Versailles run today from mid-May until mid-June; music (no fountains) fills the gardens on Tuesdays from April to mid-May, and from July through October.


Wednesday: All sights are open. The weekly L’Officiel des Spectacles magazine comes out today. Most schools are closed, so kids’ sights are busy, and puppet shows play in Luxembourg Garden. Some cinemas offer discounts.


Thursday: All sights are open except the Sewer Museum. Some department stores are open late.


Friday: All sights are open except the Sewer Museum and Grande Mosquée de Paris. Afternoon trains and roads leaving Paris are crowded. Restaurants are busy—it’s smart to book ahead at popular places.


Saturday: All sights are open except the Holocaust Memorial. The fountains run at Versailles (April-Oct), and Vaux-le-Vicomte hosts candlelight visits tonight (early May-early Oct); otherwise, avoid weekend crowds at area châteaux and Impressionist sights. Department stores are jammed today. Restaurants throughout Paris get packed; reserve in advance if you have a particular place in mind. Luxembourg Garden hosts puppet shows today.


Late-Night and Free Sights: For sights open late, see here. For free sights, see here.





Day 7


Choose from:


More shopping and cafés


Luxembourg Garden


Bus #69 tour followed by Père Lachaise Cemetery


Montmartre and Sacré-Cœur


Marmottan or Jacquemart-André museums


Day trip to Vaux-le-Vicomte and/or Fontainebleau


Day trip to Disneyland Paris


Evening: Night bus or boat tour (whichever you have yet to do)



Overview



TOURIST INFORMATION


Paris’ tourist offices (abbreviated as “TI” in this book, www.parisinfo.com) can provide useful information but may have long lines. TIs sell Museum Passes and individual tickets to sights, but charge a small fee and may have longer lines than the museums (for details, see “Sightseeing Strategies” in the Sights Chapter).


The main TI is located at the Hôtel de Ville (daily 10:00-18:30, 29 Rue de Rivoli—located on the north side of the Hôtel de Ville City Hall). You should find smaller TIs at Gare du Nord (daily 8:00-18:00) and at the Puces St. Ouen flea market (Sat-Mon 10:00-13:00 & 14:00-17:00, closed Tue-Fri, 120 Rue des Rosiers, tel. 01 58 61 22 90). In summer, TI kiosks may pop up in the squares in front of Notre-Dame and Hôtel de Ville. Both airports have handy TIs with long hours.


Event Listings: The weekly L’Officiel des Spectacles (available at any newsstand) is in French only but has easy-to-decipher listings of the most up-to-date museum hours, art exhibits, concerts, festivals, plays, movies, and nightclubs (for tips on deciphering the listings, see here). The Paris Voice, with snappy English-language reviews of concerts, plays, and current events, is available online-only at www.parisvoice.com.


ARRIVAL IN PARIS


For a comprehensive rundown of the city’s train stations, airports, and options for parking, see the Paris Connections chapter.


HELPFUL HINTS


Theft Alert: Paris is safe in terms of violent crime but is filled with thieves and scammers who target tourists. Don’t be paranoid; just be smart. Wherever there are crowds (especially of tourists) there are thieves at work. They thrive near famous monuments and on Métro and train lines that serve airports and high-profile tourist sights. Pickpockets work busy lines (e.g., at ticket windows at train stations). Look out for groups of young girls who swarm around you (be very firm—even forceful—and walk away).


It’s smart to wear a money belt, put your wallet in your front pocket, loop your day bag over your shoulders, and keep a tight hold on your purse or shopping bag. Watch out for your electronics; pickpockets snatch smartphones and tablets, too.


Muggings are rare, but they do occur. If you’re out late, avoid dark riverfront embankments and any place with dim lighting and few pedestrians.


Paris has taken action to combat crime by stationing police at monuments, on streets, and on the Métro, and installing security cameras at key sights.


Tourist Scams: Be aware of the latest tricks, such as the “found ring” scam (a con artist pretends to find a “pure gold” ring on the ground and offers to sell it to you) or the “friendship bracelet” scam (a vendor asks you to help with a demo, makes a bracelet on your arm that seems like it can’t easily be removed, and then asks you to pay for it). Don’t be intimidated. They are removed with the pull of a string.


Distractions by a stranger can all be tricks that function as a smokescreen for theft. As you try to wriggle away from the pushy stranger, an accomplice picks your pocket. Be wary of a “salesman” monopolizing your attention, an “activist” asking you to sign a petition (and then bullying you into a contribution), someone posing as a deaf person to show you a small note to read, or a sidewalk hawker inviting you to play shell games (his thuggish accomplices are likely lurking nearby). Be skeptical of anything too good to be true, such as overly friendly people inviting you into impossibly friendly (or sexy) bars late at night.


Never agree to take a ride from strangers at train stations or airports. They may tell stories of problems with public transit—don’t fall for it.


To all these scammers, simply say “no” firmly and step away purposefully. For reports from my readers on the latest scams, go to https://community.ricksteves.com/travel-forum/tourist-scams.


Pedestrian Safety: Busy Parisian sidewalks are like freeways, so conduct yourself as if you were a foot-fueled car: Stick to your lane, look to the left before passing a slow-moving pedestrian, and if you need to stop, look for a safe place to pull over.


When crossing the street, look both ways and be careful of seemingly quiet bus/taxi/bike lanes. Parisian drivers are notorious for ignoring pedestrians. Don’t assume you have the right of way, even in a crosswalk. Keep your pace constant and don’t stop suddenly. By law, drivers are allowed to miss pedestrians by up to just one meter—a little more than three feet (1.5 meters in the countryside). Drivers calculate your speed so they won’t hit you, provided you don’t alter your route or pace.


Cyclists ride in specially marked bike lanes on wide sidewalks and can also use lanes reserved for buses and taxis. Bikes commonly go against traffic, so always look both ways, even on one-way streets. Paris’ popular and cheap short-term electric-car rental program (Autolib’) has put many of these small, silent machines on the streets—pay attention.


Medical Help: There are a variety of English-speaking resources for medical help in Paris, including doctors who will visit your hotel. For a list, see the Practicalities chapter.


Avoiding Lines: For most sightseers, the best way to avoid long lines is to buy a Paris Museum Pass. You can also buy tickets in advance for certain sights. For more on these options, see the Sights in Paris chapter.


Wi-Fi: You’ll find free hotspots at many cafés and in many public areas (including parks, squares, museums, and TIs). In a café, order something, then ask the waiter for the Wi-Fi (“wee-fee”) password (“mot de passe”; moh duh pahs).


Select Métro stations offer 20 minutes of free Wi-Fi, and more than 260 parks and other public areas offer two hours of free Wi-Fi (look for the Paris Wi-Fi logo to find a network). The one-time registration process is easy, with English instructions: The Wi-Fi network is usually called “Paris_WIFI” plus a number.


The Orange network also has many hotspots and offers a two-hour pass for a small fee. If you come across one, click “Select Your Pass” to register.


Useful Apps: Gogo Paris reviews trendy places to eat, drink, relax, and sleep in Paris (www.gogocityguides.com/paris).


[image: Image] For free audio versions of some of the self-guided tours in this book (the Historic Paris Walk and Rue Cler Walk, and tours of the Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, Père Lachaise Cemetery, and Versailles Palace), get the Rick Steves Audio Europe app (see the sidebar in the Introduction).


Bookstores: Paris has several English-language bookstores. My favorites include Shakespeare and Company (some used travel books, daily 10:00-22:00, 37 Rue de la Bûcherie, across the river from Notre-Dame, Mo: St. Michel, tel. 01 43 25 40 93); W. H. Smith (Mon-Sat 9:00-19:00, Sun 12:30-19:00, 248 Rue de Rivoli, Mo: Concorde, tel. 01 44 77 88 99); and San Francisco Book Company (used books only, Mon-Sat 11:00-21:00, Sun 14:00-19:30, 17 Rue Monsieur le Prince, Mo: Odéon, tel. 01 43 29 15 70).


Baggage Storage: Lockers are available at some train stations (see the Paris Connections chapter) and several City Locker locations in central Paris (€10-20/day, daily 8:00-22:00, book ahead, details at www.city-locker.com).


Public WCs: Many public toilets are free but you get what you pay for. If it’s a pay toilet, the price will be clearly indicated, and the facility should be clean (thank Madame Pee-Pee who cleans). If there’s an attendant, it’s polite and sometimes required to leave a tip of €0.20-0.50. Booth-like toilets along the sidewalks provide both relief and a memory (don’t leave small children inside unattended). The restrooms in museums are free and the best you’ll find. Bold travelers can walk into any sidewalk café like they own the place and find the WC. Or do as the locals do—order a shot of espresso (un café) while standing at the café bar (then use the WC with a clear conscience). Keep toilet paper or tissues with you, as some WCs are poorly stocked.
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Tobacco Stands (Tabacs): These little kiosks—usually just a counter inside a café—are handy and very local. Most sell public-transit tickets, postage stamps (though not all sell international postage), and...oh yeah, cigarettes. (For more on this slice of Parisian life, see here.) To find a kiosk, just look for a Tabac sign and the red cylinder-shaped symbol above certain cafés. A tabac can be a godsend for avoiding long Métro ticket lines, especially at the end of the month when ticket booths are crowded with locals buying next month’s pass.


GETTING AROUND PARIS


Paris is easy to navigate. Your basic choices are Métro (in-city subway), suburban train (commonly called RER, rapid transit tied into the Métro system), public bus, and taxi. Several tram (light rail) lines run at street level, using the same tickets as the bus and Métro, but few travelers will use these suburban-focused routes (except from Orly Airport). Also consider the hop-on, hop-off bus and boat tours (described under “Tours in Paris,” later). I’ve listed the handiest bus routes, Métro stops, and suburban train stations for each of my hotel neighborhoods in the Sleeping in Paris chapter.


You can buy tickets and passes at Métro stations and at many tabacs. Staffed ticket windows in stations are being replaced by ticket machines, so expect some stations to have only machines and an information desk. Some machines accept only credit cards and coins, though key stations always have machines that take small bills of €20 or less and chip-and-PIN cards (some American cards are accepted—try). These machines work logically with easy-to-follow instructions in English.


Public-Transit Tickets: Plans call for the old paper tickets used on the Métro, suburban trains (lines A-K), and buses to be replaced with plastic travel cards (called Navigo Easy, which can be shared and reloaded) and a smartphone app that can be used to download tickets and passes. The rollout may have happened by the time you visit. Until then, Métro, suburban trains, and buses all work on the same tickets. A single ticket costs €2. You can buy a carnet (kar-nay) of 10 tickets for about €15 (50 percent cheaper for ages 4-10). Carnets can be shared among travelers.


Passe Navigo: This chip-embedded card costs a one-time €5 fee (plus another €5 for the required photo; photo booths are in major Métro stations). The weekly unlimited pass (Navigo Semaine) costs about €23 and covers all forms of transit from Monday to Sunday (expires on Sunday, even if you buy it on, say, a Thursday). The pass is good for all zones in the Paris region, which means that you can travel anywhere within the city center, out to the châteaux of Versailles, Vaux-le-Vicomte, and Fontainebleau, and to Charles de Gaulle and Orly airports (except on Orlyval trains). A monthly pass covering the same area is also available. To use the Navigo, touch the card to the purple pad, wait for the green validation light and the “ding,” and you’re on your way. You can buy your Passe Navigo at any Métro station in Paris (for details, visit www.ratp.fr).


Navigo or Carnet? The Navigo covers a far greater area than carnet tickets, including your trip from the airport (a €10.50 value alone), but cannot be shared. It’s a great deal for visitors who use it for regional trips, or stay a full week (and start their trip early in the week). Two 10-pack carnets—enough for most travelers staying a week—cost €30, are shareable, and don’t expire, but are only valid in the center of Paris.


Other Passes: A handy one-day bus/Métro pass (called Mobilis) is €8 (zones 1-2). The even more handy regional Mobilis ticket (zones 1-5, €18) works well for some day trips, as it includes suburban train travel, some local transportation at day-trip destinations, and 24 hours of travel on the Paris bus/Métro system (not valid for airport trips; see here for specifics).


If you are under 26 and in Paris on a Saturday or Sunday you can buy an unlimited daily transit pass called Ticket Jeunes Week-end for the unbeatable price of €4. Skip the Paris Visite travel card unless you plan to travel around the city extensively (1 day-€12, 2 days-€19.50, 3 days-€27, 5 days-€39).


By Métro


In Paris, you’re never more than a 10-minute walk from a Métro station. Europe’s best subway system allows you to hop from sight to sight quickly and cheaply (runs 5:30-1:00 in the morning, Fri-Sat until 2:00 in the morning, www.ratp.fr). Learn to use it. Begin by studying the color Métro map at the beginning of this book.


Using the Métro System: To get to your destination, determine the closest “Mo” stop and which line or lines will get you there. Lines are color-coded and numbered. You can tell their direction by the end-of-the-line stops. For example, the La Défense/Château de Vincennes line, also known as line 1 (yellow), runs between La Défense, on its west end, and Vincennes on its east end. Once in the Métro station, you’ll see the color-coded line numbers and/or blue-and-white signs directing you to the train going in your direction (e.g., direction: La Défense). Insert your ticket in the turnstile, reclaim your ticket, pass through, and keep it until you exit the system (some stations require you to pass your ticket through a turnstile to exit). Fare inspectors regularly check for cheaters, accept absolutely no excuses, and have portable credit card machines to fine you on the spot: Keep that ticket or pay a minimum fine of €45.
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Be prepared to walk significant distances within Métro stations (especially when you transfer). Transfers are free and can be made wherever lines cross, provided you do so within 1.5 hours and don’t exit the station. When you transfer, follow the appropriately colored line number and end-of-the-line stop to find your next train, or look for correspondance (connection) signs that lead to your next line.


When you reach your destination, blue-and-white sortie signs point you to the exit. Before leaving the station, check the helpful plan du quartier (map of the neighborhood) to get your bearings. At stops with several sorties, save time by choosing the best exit. After you finish your trip and exit onto the street, toss or tear your used ticket so you don’t confuse it with unused tickets.


Métro Resources: Métro maps are free at Métro stations and included on freebie Paris maps at your hotel. For an interactive map of Paris’ sights and Métro lines, with a trip-planning feature and information about each sight and station’s history, see www.metro.paris. The free RATP mobile app can estimate Métro travel times, help you locate the best station exit, and tell you when the next bus will arrive (in English).


Beware of Pickpockets: Thieves dig public transit. You’ll hear regular announcements in the Métro to beware of les pickpockets. Keep nothing of value in your pockets, and take care when buying tickets (watch your back). Be especially aware as you pass through the turnstile—if your pocket is picked, you end up stuck on the wrong side while the thief gets away. Stand away from Métro doors to avoid being a target for a theft-and-run just before the doors close. Any jostling or commotion—especially when boarding or leaving trains—is likely the sign of a thief or a team of thieves in action. Make any fare inspector show proof of identity (ask locals for help if you’re not certain). Keep your bag close, hang on to your phone, and never show anyone your wallet.


By Suburban Train


The suburban train is an arm of the Métro, serving outlying destinations such as Versailles, Disneyland Paris, and the airports. Traditionally called RER (which you may see on signage), the line is undergoing a name change to simply “Train.” These routes are indicated by thick lines on your subway map and identified by the letters A-K (see pronunciation guide in the “Transit Basics” sidebar). Throughout this book, you’ll see it referred to as “RER/Train.”


Within the city center, the suburban train works like the Métro and can be speedier if it serves your destination directly, because it makes fewer stops. Métro tickets are good on the suburban train; you can transfer between the Métro and suburban train systems with the same ticket. But to travel outside the city (to Versailles or the airport, for example), you’ll need a separate, more expensive ticket. The Passe Navigo card covers all suburban train trips, including to the airport and Versailles. Unlike the Métro, not every train stops at every station along the way; check the sign or screen over the platform to see if your destination is listed as a stop (“toutes les gares” means it makes all stops along the way), or confirm with a local before you board. For suburban trains, you may need to insert your ticket in a turnstile to exit the system.




Transit Basics


• The same tickets are good on the Métro, suburban trains (within the city), and city buses.


• Save money by buying a carnet of 10 discounted tickets or a Passe Navigo.
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• Beware of pickpockets, and don’t buy tickets from people roaming the stations.


• Find your train by its end-of-the-line stop.


• Insert your ticket into the turnstile, retrieve it, and keep it until the end of your journey.


• Safeguard your belongings; avoid standing near the train doors with luggage.


• At a stop, the door may open automatically. If it doesn’t, open the door by either pushing a square button (green or black) or lifting a metal latch.


• Transfers (correspondances) between the Métro and suburban trains are free (but not between Métro/suburban trains and bus).


• Trash or tear used tickets after you complete your ride and leave the station (not before).


Etiquette


• When your train arrives, board only after everyone leaving the car has made it out the door.


• Avoid using the hinged seats near the doors when the car is crowded; they take up valuable standing space.


• Always offer your seat to the elderly, those with disabilities, and pregnant women.


• Talk softly in cars. Listen to how quietly Parisians communicate (if at all) and follow their lead.


• When standing, hold on to the bar with one hand, leaving room for others while stabilizing yourself so you don’t tumble or step on neighboring toes.


• If you find yourself blocking the door at a stop, step out of the car to let others off, then get back on.


• Métro doors close automatically. Don’t try to hold open the door for late-boarding passengers.


• On escalators and stairs, keep to the right and pass on the left.


Key Words
















	French

	English










	
station de Métro (stah-see-ohn duh may-troh)

	Métro stop/station






	
direction (dee-rehk-see-ohn)

	direction






	
ligne (leen-yuh)

	line






	
A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K (ah, bay, say, day, euh, eff, zhay, ahsh, ee, jhee, kah)

	A, B, C, D, E, F, G, H, I, J, K






	
Correspondence (koh-rehs-pohn-dahns)

	connection/transfer






	
sortie (sor-tee)

	exit






	
carnet (kar-nay)

	discounted set of 10 tickets






	
Pardon, madame/monsieur. (par-dohn, mah-dahm/muhs-yuh)

	Excuse me, ma’am/sir.






	
Je descends. (zhuh day-sahn)

	I’m getting off.






	
Rendez-moi mon porte-monnaie! (rahn-day-mwah mohn porte-moh-nay)

	Give me back my wallet!












By City Bus


Paris’ excellent bus system is worth figuring out (www.ratp.fr). Buses require less walking and fewer stairways than the Métro, and you can see Paris unfold as you travel. Sure, they don’t seem as romantic as the famous Métro and are subject to traffic jams—but savvy travelers know that buses can have you swinging through the city like Tarzan in an urban jungle.


Bus Stops: Stops are everywhere, and most come with a good city bus map, route maps for each bus that stops there, a frequency chart and schedule, live screens showing the time the next two buses will arrive, a plan du quartier map of the immediate neighborhood, and a soirées map explaining night service, if available (there are even phone chargers at some locations). Bus-system maps are also available in any Métro station (and in the Paris Pratique par Arrondissement booklet sold at newsstands). For longer stays, consider buying the Paris Urbain book of transit info, including bus routes.


Using the Bus System: Buses use the same tickets and passes as the Métro and suburban trains. One Zone 1 ticket buys you a bus ride anywhere in central Paris within the freeway ring road (le périphérique). Use your Métro ticket or buy one on board for €0.10 more. These tickets are sans correspondance, which means you can’t use them to transfer to another bus. (The ticket system has a few quirks—see “More Bus Tips,” below.)
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When a bus approaches, it’s wise to wave to the driver to indicate that you want to be picked up. Board your bus through the front door. (Families with strollers can use any doors—the ones in the center of the bus are wider. To open the middle or back doors on long buses, push the green button located by those doors.) Validate your ticket in the machine (stripe up) and reclaim it. With a Passe Navigo, scan it on the purple touchpad. Keep track of which stop is coming up next by following the onboard diagram or listening to recorded announcements. When you’re ready to get off, push the red button to signal you want a stop, then exit through the central or rear door. Even if you’re not certain you’ve figured out the system, do some joyriding.


More Bus Tips: Avoid rush hour (Mon-Fri 8:00-9:30 & 17:30-19:30), when buses are jammed and traffic doesn’t move. While the Métro shuts down at about 1:00 in the morning (even later Fri-Sat), some buses continue much later (called Noctilien lines, www.vianavigo.com). Not all city buses are air-conditioned, so they can become rolling greenhouses on summer days. Carnet ticket holders—but not those buying individual tickets onboard—can transfer from one bus to another on the same ticket (within 1.5 hours, revalidate your ticket on the next bus). However, you can’t do a round-trip or hop on and off on the same line using the same ticket. You can use the same ticket to transfer between buses and trams, but you can’t transfer between the bus and Métro/suburban train systems (it’ll take two tickets).


For a list of Paris’ most scenic and convenient routes, see the “Scenic Buses for Tourists” sidebar.


By Uber


Uber works in Paris like it does at home, and in general works better than taxis in Paris (www.uber.com). Drivers are nicer and more flexible than taxi drivers, it can be slightly cheaper than a taxi outside of peak hours, and you can generally get a car wherever you are within five minutes. Uber drivers can pick you up anywhere so you don’t have to track down a taxi stand, and you can text them if you don’t see the car. One downside is that Uber drivers can’t use the taxi/bus lanes during rush hour, so your trip may take longer at busy times than it would in a cab.




Hop on the Bus, Gus


Just like the Métro, every bus stop has a name, and every bus is headed to one end-of-the-line stop or the other. This graphic shows the route map posted at the Invalides stop for bus #69.
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First, find the stop on the chart—it says “vous êtes ICI” (“you are HERE”) at Esplanade des Invalides. Next, find your destination stop—let’s say Bosquet-Grenelle, located a few stops to the west. Now, find out exactly where to catch the bus going in that direction. On the route map, notice the triangle-shaped arrows pointing in the direction the bus is headed. You’ll see that Esplanade des Invalides has two different bus stops—one for buses headed east, one for those going west. If you want to go west to Bosquet-Grenelle, head for that street corner to catch the bus. (One-way streets in Paris make it easy to get on the bus in the wrong direction.)


When the bus pulls up, double-check that the sign on the front of the bus has the end-of-the-line stop going in your direction—to “Champ de Mars,” in this case.





By Taxi


Parisian taxis are reasonable, especially for couples and families. The meters are tamper-proof. Fares and supplements (described in English on the rear windows) are straightforward and tightly regulated. Cabbies are legally required to accept four passengers, though they don’t always like it. If you have five in your group, you can book a larger taxi in advance (your hotelier can call), or try your luck at a taxi stand. A surcharge may be applied for a fifth rider.




Scenic Buses for Tourists


Of Paris’ many bus routes, these are some of the most scenic. They provide a great, cheap, and convenient introduction to the city.


Bus #69 runs east-west between the Eiffel Tower and Père Lachaise Cemetery by way of Rue Cler, Quai d’Orsay, the Louvre, Ile St. Louis, and the Marais. [image: Image] See the Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour chapter.


Bus #63 is another good east-west route, connecting the Marmottan Museum, Trocadéro (Eiffel Tower), Pont de l’Alma, Orsay Museum, St. Sulpice Church, Luxembourg Garden, Latin Quarter/Panthéon, and Gare de Lyon.


Bus #73 is one of Paris’ most scenic lines, starting at the Orsay Museum and running westbound around Place de la Concorde, then up the Champs-Elysées, around the Arc de Triomphe, and down Avenue Charles de Gaulle to La Défense and beyond.
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Rates: The meter starts at €2.60 with a minimum charge of about €7. A typical 20-minute ride (such as Bastille to the Eiffel Tower) costs about €25 (versus about €1.45/person using a carnet ticket on the Métro or bus, or about €15 via Uber). Taxis charge higher rates at rush hour, at night, all day Sunday, and for extra passengers. To tip, round up to the next euro (at least €0.50). The A, B, or C lights on a taxi’s rooftop sign correspond to hourly rates, which vary with the time of day and day of the week (for example, the A rate of about €36/hour applies Mon-Sat 10:00-17:00). Tired travelers need not bother with the subtle differences in fares—if you need a cab, take it.


How to Catch un Taxi: You can try waving down a taxi, but it’s often easier to ask someone for the nearest taxi stand (“Où est une station de taxi?”; oo ay ewn stah-see-ohn duh tahk-see). Taxi stands are indicated by a circled “T” on good city maps and on many maps in this book. To order a taxi in English, call the reservation line for the G7 cab company (tel. 01 41 27 66 99), or ask your hotelier or waiter to call for you. When you summon a taxi by phone, a set fee of €4 is applied for an immediate booking or €7 for reserving in advance (this fee will appear on the meter when they pick you up). You can also book a taxi using the cab company’s app, which provides approximate wait times (surcharge similar to booking by phone). To download an app, search for either “Taxi G7” or “Taxis Bleus” (the two major companies, both available in English; note when entering your mobile number, you must include the international access code and your country code—use “+1” before the area code for a US/Canadian phone number).


Taxis are tough to find during rush hour, when it’s raining, on weekend nights, or on any night after the Métro closes. If you need to catch an early morning train or flight, book a taxi the day before (especially for weekday departures; your hotelier can help). Some taxi companies require a €5 reservation fee by credit card for weekday morning rush-hour departures (7:00-10:00) and have a limited number of reservation spots.


By Bike


Paris is surprisingly easy by bicycle. The city is flat, and riders have access to more than 370 miles of bike lanes and many of the priority lanes for buses and taxis (be careful on these). You can rent from a bike-rental shop or use the city-operated Vélib’ bikes (best for short rides—see listing, later).


Though I wouldn’t use bikes to get around routinely (traffic is a bit too intense), they’re perfect for a joyride away from busy streets, especially on the riverside promenades. Bike-rental shops also have good route suggestions. For information on bike tours—a safe way to sightsee with a group—see “Tours in Paris,” later.
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Urban bikers will find Paris a breeze. First-timers will get the hang of it quickly enough by following some simple rules. Always stay to the right in your lane, bike single-file, stay off sidewalks, watch out for opening doors on parked cars, signal with your arm before making turns, and use bike paths when available. Obey the traffic laws as if you were driving a car, with two exceptions: When passing vehicles or other bikes, always pass on the left (it’s illegal to pass on the right); and where there is no stoplight, always yield to traffic merging from the right, even if you’re on a major road and the merging driver is on a side street. You’ll find a bell on your bike; use it like a horn to warn pedestrians who don’t see you.


Sundays are peaceful for pedaling, when the city’s “Paris Respire” program opens up some streets to cyclists and rollerbladers (cars are banned) from 9:00 to 18:00. Participating neighborhoods include the Marais, Montmartre, the Champs-Elysées, the Rue Mouffetard area east of Luxembourg Garden, and the Rue Daguerre area (near the Denfert-Rochereau Métro station). Also open exclusively to nonmotorized traffic at all times (and described on here) are roads along the Seine’s left and right banks. Neighborhood bike-path maps are available at www.paris.fr/parisrespire. The TIs have a helpful “Paris à Vélo” map, which shows all the dedicated bike paths. Many other versions are available for sale at newsstand kiosks, some bookstores, and department stores.


Rental Bikes: The following companies rent bikes to individuals and offer general tips about cycling in Paris. For bike tours, see “Tours in Paris,” later.


Bike About Tours is your best bet for bike rental, with good information and kid-friendly solutions such as baby seats, tandem attachments, and kid-sized bikes. Their office/coffee shop, called Le Peloton Café, offers bikes, tours, and artisan coffee (bike rental-€20/day during office hours, €25/24 hours, includes lock and helmet; Thu-Tue 9:30-17:30, closed Wed and Dec-Jan; shop/café near HÔtel de Ville at 17 Rue du Pont Louis Philippe, Mo: St-Paul, mobile 06 18 80 84 92, www.bikeabouttours.com).


Fat Tire Tours has a limited supply of bikes for rent, so call ahead to check availability (€4/hour, €25/24 hours, includes lock and helmet, photo ID and credit-card imprint required for deposit; RS%—€2/day rental discount with this book, 2-discount maximum; office open daily 9:00-18:30, bike rental only after 11:00 as priority is given to those taking a tour, near the Eiffel Tower at 24 Rue Edgar Faure—see map on here, Mo: Dupleix or La Motte-Picquet-Grenelle, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


Vélib’ Bikes: The city’s Vélib’ program (from vélo + libre = “bike freedom”) scatters 20,000 bikes at roughly 1,800 racks across town for use by locals and tourists alike. Non-electric bikes are free for the first half-hour, while electric bikes are €1 for the first half-hour. This is a great option for one-way trips or rentals of a few hours or less; pricing is structured to discourage longer use. Most stations accept credit cards—look for a € sign. For longer rentals, try one of the companies I list above. The system is being overhauled to offer an easier booking process; see www.velib-metropole.fr for updates.


Tours in Paris


[image: Image] To sightsee on your own, download my free audio tours that illuminate some of Paris’ top sights and neighborhoods, including the Historic Paris and Rue Cler walks, and tours of the Louvre Museum, Orsay Museum, Père Lachaise Cemetery, and Versailles Palace (see sidebar on here for details). Some tour companies offer a discount when you show this book (indicated in these listings with the abbreviation “RS%”).


BY BUS OR PETIT TRAIN


Paris’ cheapest “bus tour” is simply to hop on city bus #69 and follow my commentary. [image: Image] See the Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour chapter.


Hop-On, Hop-Off Bus Tours


Several companies offer double-decker bus services connecting Paris’ main sights, giving you an easy once-over of the city with a basic recorded commentary. Buses normally run from about 9:30-19:00 in high season. You can hop off at any stop, tour a sight, then hop on a later bus. It’s dang scenic—if you get a top-deck seat and the weather’s decent. But because of traffic and stops, these buses are sloooow. (Busy sightseers will do better using the Métro.) On the plus side, because the buses move so slowly, you have time to read my sight descriptions, making this a decent orientation tour—and there’s free Wi-Fi. Buy tickets from the driver, or online and download directly to your smartphone.


L’OpenTour has the most options with reasonably frequent service on three routes covering central Paris (transfers between routes are OK). Their blue-and-green lines offer the best introduction and are most frequent (every 15 minutes in high season). You can catch the bus at just about any major sight (look for the Open Bus icon on public transit bus shelters and signs). L’OpenTour tickets are valid only for the days you purchase them, so get started early (1 day-€34, 2 days-€38, 3 days-€42, kids 4-11 pay €17 for 1, 2, or 3 days, days must be consecutive, allow 2 hours to complete a route with stops to visit a sight, tel. 01 42 66 56 56, www.paris.opentour.com). A combo-ticket covers the Batobus boats, described later (€47, kids 4-11-€21). L’OpenTour also runs night illumination tours that you can combine with a day pass for €48 (see here).


Big Bus Paris runs a fleet of buses around Paris on two routes with recorded narration—or use their better free app for sight descriptions (1 day-€35, 2 days-€38, kids 4-12-€17, €25 night tour, cheaper online, tel. 01 53 95 39 53, www.bigbustours.com).


City Sightseeing Tours’ red buses run along two routes (11 stops each) and offer one advantage over the others: Your ticket is valid for 24 or 48 hours from the time you buy it—meaning that you could do an afternoon and a morning tour on consecutive days (1 day-€42, 2 days-€47, tickets valid for both routes, 3 buses/hour, 9 Avenue de l’Opèra, https://city-sightseeing.com).
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Petit Train Tour


For a relaxing cultural overview of Paris that requires no walking, Another Paris offers tours on their blue petit train with see-through roofs (covered in the peak heat of summer) and huge view windows. Listening to simple yet informative audio commentary, passengers enjoy a leisurely ride through streets that large buses can’t access. Tours cover neighborhoods such as the Marais, Latin Quarter, St. Germain-des-Prés, Louvre-Opéra, and “bohemian” Montparnasse-Montsouris-Porte de Vanves flea market. See their website for itinerary and departure details (€14-20, daily, 1.5 hours, disabled access, reservations required, mobile 06 31 99 29 38, www.another-paris.com, contact@another-paris.com).


BY BOAT


Seine Cruises


Several companies run one-hour boat cruises on the Seine. A typical cruise loops back and forth between the Eiffel Tower and the Pont d’Austerlitz, and drops you off where you started. For a fun experience, cruise at twilight or after dark. (To dine while you cruise, see here.) The first three companies are convenient to Rue Cler hotels, and run daily year-round (April-Oct 10:00-22:30, 2-3/hour; Nov-March shorter hours, runs hourly). Check their websites for discounts.
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Bateaux-Mouches depart from Pont de l’Alma’s right bank and has the biggest open-top, double-decker boats (higher up means better views). But this company caters to tour groups, making their boats jammed and noisy (€14, kids 4-12-€6, tel. 01 42 25 96 10, www.bateaux-mouches.fr).


Bateaux Parisiens has smaller covered boats with audio-guides, fewer crowds, and only one deck. Skip this cruise if the boat lacks an outdoor deck. It leaves from right in front of the Eiffel Tower (€15, kids 3-12-€7, tel. 01 76 64 14 45, www.bateauxparisiens.com).


Vedettes de Paris boats also anchor below the Eiffel Tower and offer good outdoor seating on most of their boats. Their options include a one-way trip that drops off near Notre-Dame, or a round-trip with time to get out and explore the cathedral. They have a small bar on board so you can cruise with style (€15 standard one-hour cruise, €12 one-way, €16 round-trip with stop at Notre-Dame, tel. 01 44 18 19 50, www.vedettesdeparis.fr).


Vedettes du Pont Neuf offers essentially the same one-hour tour as the other companies with smaller boats; it starts and ends at Pont Neuf, closer to recommended hotels in the Marais and Luxembourg Garden neighborhoods. The boats feature a live guide whose delivery (in English and French) may be as stiff as a recorded narration (€12, kids 4-12-€5, tip requested, nearly 2/hour, daily 10:30-22:30, tel. 01 46 33 98 38, www.vedettesdupontneuf.com).


Canauxrama runs a variety of relaxing cruises on the Seine or along the tranquil Canal St. Martin (boarding at Pont Neuf or Canal St. Martin, check online for routes, tel. 01 42 39 15 00, www.canauxrama.com).


Hop-On, Hop-Off Boat Tour


Batobus allows you to get on and off as often as you like at any of eight popular stops along the Seine. Boats make a continuous circuit and stop in this order: Eiffel Tower, Invalides, Orsay Museum, St. Germain-des-Prés, Notre-Dame, Jardin des Plantes, Hôtel de Ville, the Louvre, and Pont Alexandre III, near the Champs-Elysées (1 day-€17, 2 days-€19, April-Aug boats run every 20 minutes 10:00-21:30, Sept-March every 25 minutes 10:00-19:00, 45 minutes one-way, 1.5-hour round-trip, www.batobus.com). This is worthwhile as a scenic, floating alternative to the Métro, but if you just want a guided boat tour, the Seine cruises described earlier are a better choice. Combo-tickets covering L’OpenTour hop-on, hop-off buses (described earlier) are available, but skip the one-day ticket—you’ll feel rushed trying to take full advantage of the bus and boat routes in a single day.


ON FOOT


Walking Tours


For food-oriented walking tours, see here.


Paris Walks offers a variety of thoughtful and entertaining two-hour walks, led by British and American guides (€15-20, generally 2/day—morning and afternoon, private tours available, family-friendly and Louvre tours are a specialty, check current offerings online, tel. 01 48 09 21 40, www.paris-walks.com, paris@paris-walks.com). Tours focus on the Marais, Montmartre, St. Germain-des-Prés and the medieval Latin Quarter, Ile de la Cité/Notre-Dame, the “Two Islands” (Ile de la Cité and Ile St. Louis), the Revolution, and Hemingway’s Paris. Specialty tours—such as the Louvre, the Orsay, fashion, or chocolate—require reservations and prepayment with credit card (deposits are nonrefundable).


Context Travel offers “intellectual by design” walking tours geared for serious learners. The tours are led by well-versed experts (historians, architects, and academics) and cover both museums and specific neighborhoods. They range from traditional topics such as French art history in the Louvre and the Gothic architecture of Notre-Dame to more thematic explorations like immigration and the changing face of Paris, jazz in the Latin Quarter, and the history of the baguette. It’s best to book in advance—groups are limited to six participants and can fill up fast (about €100/person, admission to sights extra, generally 3 hours, US tel. 800-691-6036, www.contexttravel.com, info@contexttravel.com). They also offer private tours and excursions outside Paris.


Fat Tire Tours offers high-on-fun and casual walking tours. Their two-hour Classic Paris Walking Tour covers most major sights (usually Mon, Wed, and Fri at 10:00 or 15:00). They also offer neighborhood walks of Ile de la Cité (with Notre-Dame), Montmartre, the Marais, Père Lachaise Cemetery, and the Latin Quarter, as well as a themed walk on the French Revolution. Their “Skip the Line” tours get you into major sights including Sainte-Chapelle, Catacombs, Eiffel Tower, and Versailles. Paying more to visit a sight this way is most worthwhile at the Eiffel Tower and Catacombs. Reservations are required and can be made online, by phone, or in person at their office near the Eiffel Tower (€25/person for walking tours, €54-99/person for “Skip the Line” tours; RS%—€2 discount per person, 2-discount maximum; office generally open daily 9:00-18:00 or 19:00, shorter hours in winter, 24 Rue Edgar Faure, Mo: Dupleix, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


Paris Muse Tours offers guided scavenger-hunt-like tours to explore historic areas. Clever storytelling incorporates interactivity that’s fun for all ages. Imagine yourself as a detective at the Louvre or a 19th-century art writer at the Orsay, or solve a real-life French Revolution murder mystery on the streets of Paris (€175-405 depending on group size, up to 8 people, 2.5 hours, mobile 06 73 77 33 52, www.parismuse.com, info@parismuse.com).


Local Guides


For many, Paris merits hiring a Parisian as a personal guide (€230-280 half-day, €400-500 full day). Thierry Gauduchon is a terrific guide and a gifted teacher (mobile 06 19 07 30 77, tgauduchon@gmail.com). Elisabeth Van Hest is another likable and very capable guide (tel. 01 43 41 47 31, mobile 06 77 80 19 89, elisa.guide@gmail.com). Sylvie Moreau also leads good tours (tel. 01 74 30 27 46, mobile 06 87 02 80 67, sylvie.ja.moreau@gmail.com). Arnaud Servignat is a top guide who has taught me much about Paris (also does minivan tours of the countryside around Paris, mobile 06 68 80 29 05, www.french-guide.com, arnotour@icloud.com). Joelle Valette-Coat is an effective teacher who takes her art seriously (tel. 01 46 06 74 95 or 06 86 28 32 20, jvalettecoat@hotmail.com). Sylviane Ceneray is gentle and knowledgeable (mobile 06 84 48 02 44, www.paris-asyoulikeit.com).




Connecting with the Culture


Paris hosts more visitors than any other city in the world, and with such a robust tourism industry, many travelers feel cut off from “real life” in the City of Light. Fortunately, Paris offers beaucoup ways for you to connect with locals—and thereby make your trip more personal...and more memorable.


Staying with a family is a simple way to experience everyday Parisian life firsthand. Several agencies set up bed-and-breakfast stays in private homes (listed in the Sleeping in Paris chapter). Or use a service like AirBnB to stay in a private room. Other opportunities abound:


Meeting the Locals


I’m amazed at the number of groups that help travelers meet locals. These get good reviews:


Meeting the French puts travelers in touch with Parisians who offer bed-and-breakfast listings, conversation groups, specialty tours, and more (fees vary by activity, tel. 01 42 51 19 80, www.meetingthefrench.com).
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Paris Greeter is an all-volunteer organization that connects travelers with English-speaking Parisians who want to share their knowledge of the city. These volunteer “guides” act as informal companions who can show you “their Paris”—it’s like seeing Paris through the eyes of a friend. The tours are free (though donations are welcome); you must sign up five weeks before your visit (www.greeters.paris).


The American Church and Franco-American Center, an interdenominational church in the Rue Cler neighborhood, offers many services for travelers wanting to connect with Parisian culture. The Thursday-evening English/French language exchange (18:00-19:30) is a handy way to meet locals who want to improve their English. It’s free and relaxed—just show up. You’ll chat with Parisians, who will respond in their best English. English-language worship services are held every Sunday (at 9:00 and 11:00, contemporary service at 13:30). The coffee hour after each service and the free Sunday concerts (generally Sept-June at 17:00, but not every week and not in Dec) are a good way to meet the very international congregation (church reception open Mon-Sat 9:00-12:30 & 13:30-22:00, Sun 8:30-19:00, 65 Quai d’Orsay, Mo: Invalides, tel. 01 40 62 05 00, www.acparis.org).


Lost in Frenchlation offers weekly screenings of French films, comedy acts, and plays—all with English subtitles—for Paris veterans looking to immerse themselves in the city’s cultural scene. Venues vary from elegant Champs-Elysées theatres to the quaint, historic Studio 28 on the slopes of Montmartre. Screenings are preceded by a happy hour, during which attendees can connect with locals and travelers alike (€7-10, discounts for students and seniors, tel. 06 67 33 39 75, www.lostinfrenchlation.com).


Cooking Schools and Wine Tastings: It’s easy to hook up with small cooking schools and wine-tasting classes that provide an unthreatening and personal experience (see here).
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Language Classes: You’re at Kilomètre Zéro of the French language—where better to take a class? French-language classes are offered for all levels, and class size is usually small. Alliance Française has the best reputation and good variety of courses (101 Boulevard Raspail, tel. 01 42 84 90 00, www.alliancefr.org). France Langue provides intensive classes on a weekly basis, some focusing on topics like wine, sports, business, or culture (tel. 01 45 00 40 15 or 01 80 05 20 92, www.france-langue.fr). Le Français Face à Face runs one-on-one intensive French courses with total immersion (based in Angers, mobile 06 66 60 00 63, www.lefrancaisfaceaface.com).


Meeting the Americans


Long-term American residents can give you surprisingly keen insight into life in Paris.


The American Church and Franco-American Center is the community center for Americans living in Paris (see previous page).


The American Library, in the Rue Cler neighborhood, offers free programs and events for adults and children (10 Rue du Général Camou, Mo: Ecole Militaire, tel. 01 53 59 12 60, www.americanlibraryinparis.org).


WICE (Women in Continuing Education) is a nonprofit association that provides an impressive array of cultural and educational programs in English for those eager to master the art of living in France. Check their schedule at www.wice-paris.org, or call 01 45 66 75 50.


Meetup connects people in cities around the world, whether they are in town for a day or longer. Sponsored events include picnics, museum tours, cocktail evenings, and more. This is a particularly good tool for the twentysomething traveler (www.meetup.com, search “Paris” to find groups according to your interests).







Rollerblading with Parisians


Inline skaters take to the streets most Sunday afternoons and Friday evenings. It’s serious skaters only on Fridays (they meet at 21:30 and are ready to roll at 22:00), but anyone can join in on Sundays (at 14:30). Police close off different routes each week to keep locals engaged. On Sunday, skaters leave from the south side of Place de la Bastille (for the route, see www.rollers-coquillages.org, click “Randonnées du Dimanches,” then your date); the Friday start point varies by week (see www.pari-roller.com). You can rent skates near the Sunday starting point at Nomades (about €10/day, closed Mon, 37 Boulevard Bourdon, near Place de la Bastille, Mo: Bastille, tel. 01 44 54 07 44).





ON WHEELS


Bike Tours


A bike tour is a fun way to see Paris. Two companies—Bike About Tours and Fat Tire Tours—offer tours and bike maps of Paris, and give good advice on cycling routes in the city. Their tour routes cover different areas of the city, so avid cyclists could do both without much repetition.


Run by Christian (American) and Paul (New Zealander), Bike About Tours offers easygoing tours with a focus on the eastern half of the city. Their 3.5-hour tours run daily year-round at 10:00 (also at 14:30 May-Sept). You’ll meet at their office/café, Le Peloton, located in the Marais at 17 Rue du Pont Louis Philippe. The tour includes a good backstreet visit of the Marais, Rive Gauche outdoor sculpture park, Ile de la Cité, heart of the Latin Quarter (with a lunch break), Louvre, Les Halles, and Pompidou Center. Group tours have a 12-person maximum—reserve online to guarantee a spot, or show up and take your chances (€39, RS%—10 percent discount, show guidebook; helmets on request, private group tours available). Their private family tours of Paris include fun activities like scavenger hunts (€325 for 4 people, €25/person after that; RS%—complimentary boat-tour tickets, a €14 value, included in private tour; for contact information see listing on here. They also offer day-trip bike tours of Versailles and the Champagne region.


Over at Fat Tire Tours, a gang of Anglophone expats offers an extensive program of bike, Segway (see next), and walking tours (see earlier). Their young guides run three-hour bike tours of Paris day and night (adults-€34, students-€32; RS%—€4 discount per person, 2-discount maximum; reservations recommended but not required, especially in off-season). Kid-size bikes are available, as are tandem attachments. On the day tour, you’ll pedal with a pack of up to 20 riders, mostly in parks and along bike lanes, with a lunch stop in the Tuileries Garden (tours leave daily rain or shine at 10:30, April-Oct also at 15:00). Livelier night tours follow a route past floodlit monuments and include a boat cruise on the Seine (€44, April-Oct daily at 18:30, less frequent in winter). Both tours meet at the exit of the Dupleix Métro station near the Eiffel Tower; from there you’ll walk to the nearby Fat Tire office to pick up bikes (helmets available on request at no extra charge; see listing on here). They also run bike tours to Versailles and Giverny (reservations required, see website for details).


Segway Tour


Fat Tire offers pricey two-hour City Segway Tours. Learn to ride these stand-up motorized scooters while exploring Paris (you’ll get the hang of it after about a half-hour). These tours take no more than eight people at a time, so reservations are required. Kids must be at least 12 years old and 100 pounds (€70, daily at 9:30, April-Oct also at 13:30 and 17:30, tel. 01 82 88 80 96, www.fattiretours.com/paris).


[image: Image]


Pedal Cab Tour


You’ll find these three-wheeled, pedal-powered vehicles at key sights in Paris. Grab one for anything from a short taxi trip to a night tour (allow €60/hour, 3-person maximum).



EXCURSIONS FROM PARIS



You’ll never run out of things to do in Paris, but the outlying areas may lure you out of the city. The grand châteaux at Versailles, Vaux-le-Vicomte, and Fontainebleau, the cathedral at Chartres, Monet’s garden at Giverny, and the artist town of Auvers-sur-Oise are all within reach as day trips. Go on your own (for details, see the Day Trips from Paris chapter), or with a local guide: Most of the guides listed earlier will do excursion tours from Paris using your rental car.


Farther from Paris


It’s easy to arrange day trips from Paris to places around northern France, such as Reims, the Loire Valley, and the D-Day beaches of Normandy (all beyond the scope of this book, but well covered in Rick Steves France). Thanks to bullet trains and good local guides who can help you maximize your time, well-coordinated blitz-tour trips to these places are doable (though hardly relaxing). To see these places in a day, I recommend using a guide from the region who will meet you at the train station (most have cars) and show you the highlights before getting you back on your return train to Paris. Book well in advance, especially for the D-Day beaches.


Reims: The wine gurus at Ô Château in Paris offer day trips and tastings to Reims and Champagne (see here for contact info).


Loire Valley: Pascal Accolay runs Acco-Dispo, which offers good all-day château tours from the city of Tours—an hour from Paris by train (mobile 06 82 00 64 51, www.accodispo-tours.com).


D-Day Beaches: An army of small companies offers all-day excursions to the D-Day beaches from Bayeux or Caen, both reachable by train from Paris in 2.5 hours or less. These guides are top notch: Dale Booth Normandy Tours (Dale Booth, tel. 02 33 71 53 76, www.dboothnormandytours.com, dboothholidays@sfr.fr), D-Day Experience Tours (Sylvain Kast, tel. 06 17 44 04 46, www.d-day-experience-tours.com), Normandy American Heroes Tours (Rodolphe Passera, mobile 06 30 55 63 39, www.normandyamericanheroes.com, rudy@normandyamericanheroes.com), and D-Day Guided Tours (Mathias Leclere, www.ddayguidedtours.com).


Bayeux Shuttle takes individual signups for their minivan tours and has an easy booking calendar online (mobile 06 59 70 72 55, www.bayeuxshuttle.com). The Caen Memorial Museum’s “D-Day Tour” package includes pickup from the Caen train station, a guided tour through the WWII exhibits at the Memorial Museum, lunch, and then a five-hour afternoon tour in English (and French) of the major Anglo-American or Canadian beaches. Your day ends with a drop-off at the Caen train station in time to catch a train back to Paris (tel. 02 31 06 06 44, www.memorial-caen.fr).


Other Day-Trip Options


If you’d be happier letting someone else arrange the logistics, the following companies offer convenient transportation and a smidgen of guiding to destinations outside Paris.


Paris Webservices, a reliable outfit, offers private group day trips to Giverny and Versailles with well-trained, English-speaking chauffeur-guides in cushy minivans (figure €90-140/person for groups of 4 or more, RS%, tel. 01 45 56 91 67, or 09 52 06 02 59, www.pariswebservices.com, reservation@pariswebservices.com).


City Vision runs tours to several popular regional destinations, including the Loire Valley, Champagne region, D-Day beaches, and Mont St-Michel (2 Rue des Pyramides, Mo: Pyramides, www.pariscityvision.com). Their full-size bus tours are multilingual, mass-marketed, and mediocre at best, but can be worthwhile for some travelers simply for the ease of transportation to the sights (about €50-170, destinations include Versailles, Giverny, Mont St-Michel, and more).
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SIGHTS IN PARIS


Paris at a Glance


Sightseeing Strategies


PARIS MUSEUM PASS


Map: Paris


AVOIDING LINES WITHOUT A PASS


Sights


HISTORIC CORE OF PARIS


▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral (Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris)


▲Paris Archaeological Crypt


▲Deportation Memorial (Mémorial de la Déportation)


▲Ile St. Louis


▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle


▲Conciergerie


▲▲Riverside Promenades and Paris Plages


▲▲Bike Ride on Riverside Promenade


Map: Major Museums Neighborhood


MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD


▲▲▲Louvre (Musée du Louvre)


Palais Royal Courtyards


▲▲▲Orsay Museum (Musée d’Orsay)


▲▲Orangerie Museum (Musée de l’Orangerie)


Forum des Halles


Louvre Wine Museum (Les Caves du Louvre)


EIFFEL TOWER AND NEARBY


▲▲▲Eiffel Tower (La Tour Eiffel)


▲Place du Trocadéro


Map: Eiffel Tower & Nearby


National Maritime Museum (Musée National de la Marine)


Architecture and Monuments Museum (Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine)


▲Quai Branly Museum (Musée du Quai Branly)


▲Paris Sewer Museum (Les Egouts de Paris)


▲▲Rue Cler


▲▲Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb (Musée de l’Armée)


▲▲Rodin Museum (Musée Rodin)


▲▲Marmottan Museum (Musée Marmottan Monet)


LEFT BANK


▲Latin Quarter (Quartier Latin)


▲▲Cluny Museum (Musée National du Moyen Age)


St. Germain-des-Prés


▲St. Sulpice Church


Delacroix Museum (Musée National Eugène Delacroix)


Map: Left Bank


▲Luxembourg Garden (Jardin du Luxembourg)


▲Panthéon


Map: Panthéon


Montparnasse Tower


▲Catacombs


Jardins des Plantes


Muslim Paris


Grande Mosquée de Paris


Arab World Institute (Institut du Monde Arabe)


CHAMPS-ELYSEES AND NEARBY


▲▲▲Champs-Elysées


▲▲Arc de Triomphe


▲Petit Palais (and Musée des Beaux-Arts)


Map: Champs-Elysées Area


Grand Palais


▲Paris Ferris Wheel (Roue de Paris)


View from Hôtel Hyatt Regency


La Défense and La Grande Arche


OPERA NEIGHBORHOOD


▲▲Opéra Garnier (Opéra National de Paris—Palais Garnier)


Map: Opéra Neighborhood


Map: Opéra Garnier—Second Floor


Fragonard Perfume Museum


High-End Shopping


▲▲Jacquemart-André Museum (Musée Jacquemart-André)


MARAIS NEIGHBORHOOD AND NEARBY


▲Carnavalet Museum (Musée Carnavalet)


▲▲Picasso Museum (Musée Picasso)


▲Jewish Art and History Museum (Musée d’Art et Histoire du Judaïsme)


Holocaust Memorial (Mémorial de la Shoah)


Map: Marais Neighborhood & Nearby


▲▲Pompidou Center (Centre Pompidou)


La Coulée Verte Promenade-Park


▲▲Père Lachaise Cemetery (Cimetière du Père Lachaise)


Victor Hugo’s House (Maison Victor Hugo)


MONTMARTRE


▲▲Sacré-Cœur


▲Montmartre Museum (Musée de Montmartre)


Pigalle


Paris is blessed with world-class museums and monuments—more than anyone could see in a single visit. To help you prioritize your limited time and money, I’ve chosen what I think are the best of Paris’ many sights. I’ve clustered them into walkable neighborhoods for more efficient sightseeing.


When you see a [image: Image] in a listing, it means the sight is described in greater detail in one of my self-guided walks or tours. A [image: Image] means the walk or tour is available as a free audio tour (via my Rick Steves Audio Europe app—see here). Some walks and tours are available in both formats—take your pick.


This is why some of Paris’ greatest sights get less coverage in this chapter—we’ll explore them later in the book, where you’ll also find info on avoiding lines, saving money, and finding a decent bite to eat nearby.


For general tips on sightseeing, see the Practicalities chapter. For advice on saving money, see “Affording Paris’ Sights” on here. Also, be sure to check www.ricksteves.com/update for any significant changes that may have occurred since this book was printed.


Sightseeing Strategies


If you plan ahead, you can avoid many of the lines that tourists suffer through in Paris. The best way to avoid long ticket-buying lines is with a Paris Museum Pass. If you forego the pass—or for sights not covered by the pass—I’ve outlined other options. All visitors must pass through (often slow) security checks at the most popular sights.



PARIS MUSEUM PASS



In Paris there are two classes of sightseers—those with a Paris Museum Pass, and those who stand in line. The pass admits you to many of Paris’ most important sights, and it allows you to skip most ticket-buying lines (but not security lines)—which can save hours of waiting, especially in summer. Another benefit is that you can pop into lesser sights that otherwise might not be worth the expense. Pertinent details about the pass are outlined here. For more info, visit www.parismuseumpass.com.


Buying the Pass


The pass pays for itself with four key admissions in two days (for example, the Louvre, Orsay, Sainte-Chapelle, and Versailles), and it lets you skip the ticket line at most sights (2 days-€48, 4 days-€62, 6 days-€74, no youth or senior discounts). Buy it in person upon arrival in Paris (it’s not worth the cost or hassle to buy the pass online). The pass is sold at participating museums, monuments, TIs (small fee added)—including TIs at Paris airports, and some souvenir stores near major sights. Don’t buy the pass at a major museum (such as the Louvre), where the supply can be spotty and lines long.


To determine whether the pass is a good value for your trip, tally up what you want to see from the list below.


Families: The pass isn’t worth buying for children and teens, as most museums are free or discounted for those under age 18 (teenagers may need to show ID as proof of age). If parents have a Museum Pass, kids can usually skip the ticket lines as well. A few places may require everyone—even pass holders—to stand in line to collect your child’s free ticket.


What the Paris Museum Pass Covers


Here’s a list of key sights and their admission prices without the pass:
















	Louvre (€15)

	Château Fontainebleau (€12)






	Orsay Museum (€14)

	Paris Sewer Museum (€4.40)






	Orangerie Museum (€9)

	Cluny Museum (€9)






	Sainte-Chapelle (€10)

	Pompidou Center (€14)






	Arc de Triomphe (€12)

	Picasso Museum (€14)






	Rodin Museum (€12)

	Conciergerie (€9)






	Army Museum (€12)

	Château Chantilly (€17)






	Panthéon (€9)

	Versailles (€30 total)









Notable sights not covered by the pass include the Eiffel Tower, Montparnasse Tower, Marmottan Museum, Opéra Garnier, Jacquemart-André Museum, Catacombs, Sacré-Cœur’s dome, and the ladies of Pigalle. The pass also does not cover these recommended sights outside Paris: Vaux-le-Vicomte, Château d’Auvers in Auvers-sur-Oise, and Monet’s Garden and House in Giverny.


Using the Pass


Plan carefully to make the most of your pass. Start using it only when you’re ready to tackle the covered sights on consecutive days. The pass is activated at the time of first use and is time-based (not days-based). For example, a two-day pass gives you 48 hours of use from the time you first use it (e.g. if your first entry is at 13:00, you get 48 hours from 13:00). Make sure the sights you want to visit will be open when you want to go (many museums are closed Mon or Tue).


The pass provides the best value on days when sights close later, letting you extend your sightseeing day. Take advantage of late hours on selected evenings or times of year at the Arc de Triomphe, Pompidou Center, Sainte-Chapelle, Louvre, Orsay, and Napoleon’s Tomb. On days that you don’t have pass coverage, visit free sights and those not covered by the pass.


[image: Image]


You can’t skip security lines, though at a few sights (including the Louvre), pass holders may be able to skip to the front or enjoy “priority lines.” Once past security, look for signs designating the entrance for reserved ticket holders. If it’s not obvious, don’t be shy—boldly walk to the front of the ticket line, hold up your pass, and ask the ticket taker: “Entrez, pass?” (ahn-tray pahs). You’ll either be allowed to enter, or you’ll be directed to a special entrance. For major sights, such as the Orsay Museum, I’ve identified pass-holder entrances on the maps in this book. Note that during peak times, the Louvre may not accept Museum Passes due to excessive crowds. You may need to make an advance reservation.



AVOIDING LINES WITHOUT A PASS



If you don’t purchase a Paris Museum Pass, or if a sight is not covered by the pass, consider these options. Lines are shorter (and crowds are fewer) late in the day.


For many sights, you can buy advance tickets either at the sight’s website (cheaper) or through a third party (for a fee). Some require you to choose a specific entry time, including the line-plagued Eiffel Tower, Louvre, and Catacombs, and the Jacquemart–André Museum and Marmottan Museum (special exhibits only). You can also buy advance tickets that allow you to skip the ticket-buying line for the Orsay, Sainte-Chapelle, and Monet’s gardens at Giverny, as well as for activities and cultural events (Bateaux-Mouches cruises, Sainte-Chapelle concerts, and performances at the Opéra Garnier).


If you don’t have a pass and can’t buy tickets online, TIs, FNAC department stores, and travel-service companies such as Paris Webservices and Fat Tire Tours sell individual “coupe-file” tickets (pronounced “koop feel”) for some sights. Compare your options: Some allow you to skip the ticket-buying line, others offer timed-entry and line-skipping, and still others provide a “host” to escort you into the sight (small fee at TIs, 10-20 percent surcharge elsewhere). FNAC stores are common, even on the Champs-Elysées (www.fnactickets.com, ask your hotelier for the nearest one); for Paris Webservices, see here.


Fat Tire Tours offers “Skip the Line” tickets and tours of major sights, including Sainte-Chapelle, Catacombs, Eiffel Tower, and Versailles (see here).


If you must buy tickets on-site, you can avoid the main ticket lines at some sights by using ticket-vending machines (at the Louvre and Versailles) or buying tickets at nearby shops (near the Louvre and Orsay).


Sights


HISTORIC CORE OF PARIS


Many of these sights—Notre-Dame, Sainte-Chapelle, and more—are covered in detail in my Historic Paris Walk. If a sight is covered in the walk, I’ve listed only its essentials here. [image: Image] See the Historic Paris Walk chapter.



▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral (Cathédrale Notre-Dame de Paris)



This 850-year-old cathedral, packed with history, is recovering from a devastating fire in 2019. While the interior, and possibly some of the surrounding areas, will be closed for several years, you can still appreciate the dramatic exterior. And much of what made the church’s interior famous was luckily salvaged. With a pair of 200-foot-tall bell towers, a facade studded with ornate statuary, beautiful stained-glass rose windows, famous gargoyles, a picture-perfect Seine-side location, and textbook flying buttresses, there’s a good reason that this cathedral of “Our Lady” (Notre-Dame) is France’s most famous church.


Check out the facade: Mary with the Baby Jesus (in rose window) above the 28 Kings of Judah (statues that were beheaded during the Revolution). Then wander around the exterior, through a forest of frilly buttresses, watched over by a fleet of whimsical gargoyles.


[image: Image]


For the most up-to-date information on sights, public transit, and tours affected as a result of the fire, go to: https://en.parisinfo.com/practical-paris/info/guides.



▲Paris Archaeological Crypt



This intriguing 20-minute stop, which may be closed due to the fire at Notre-Dame, lets you view Roman ruins from Emperor Augustus’ reign (when this island became the birthplace of Paris), trace the street plan of the medieval village, and see diagrams of how early Paris grew. It’s all thoughtfully explained in English (pick up the floor plan with some background info) and well presented with videos and touchscreens. This (along with the Cluny Museum) gives the best view of ancient Roman Paris.


Cost and Hours: €8, covered by Museum Pass, Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, closed Mon, good audioguide-€5, enter 100 yards in front of cathedral, tel. 01 55 42 50 10, www.crypte.paris.fr.


Visiting the Crypt: The first few displays put the ruins in historical context. Three models show the growth of Paris—from an uninhabited riverside plot to the grid-planned Roman town of Lutèce, then to an early medieval city with an enclosing wall and the church that preceded Notre-Dame. A fourth model (off to the left) shows the current Notre-Dame surrounded by buildings, along with the old, straight road—Rue Neuve de Notre-Dame—that led up to the church and now runs right down the center of the museum. The ruins in the middle of the museum are a confusing mix of foundations from all these time periods, including parts of the old Rue Neuve.


As you circle the ruins counterclockwise, note some highlights: Along the right side of the museum, you can see big stone blocks from the old Roman wall. At the back, you can step onto the remains of a Roman dock, made lively with audio and video. Further along, play with the touchscreen for a chance to appreciate the 200-year-long construction process of Notre-Dame Cathedral, and a view of the Rue Neuve ruins. On the museum’s far side, find the thermal baths, where you can see a Roman building with “hypocaustal” heating—narrow passages pumped full of hot air to heat the room.




Paris at a Glance


▲▲▲Notre-Dame Cathedral Paris’ most beloved church will likely be closed for several years due to renovations following the 2019 fire.





▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle Gothic cathedral with peerless stained glass. Hours: Daily 9:00-19:00, Oct-March until 17:00.





▲▲▲Louvre Europe’s oldest and greatest museum, starring Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, Wed, Fri, and first Sat of month until 21:45, closed Tue.





▲▲▲Orsay Museum Nineteenth-century art, including Europe’s greatest Impressionist collection. Hours: Tue-Sun 9:30-18:00, Thu until 21:45, closed Mon.





▲▲▲Eiffel Tower Paris’ soaring exclamation point. Hours: Daily mid-June-Aug 9:00-24:45, Sept-mid-June 9:30-23:45.





▲▲▲Champs-Elysées Paris’ grand boulevard.





▲▲▲Versailles The ultimate royal palace (Château), with a Hall of Mirrors, vast gardens, a grand canal, plus a queen’s playground (Trianon Palaces and Domaine de Marie-Antoinette). Hours: Château April-Oct Tue-Sun 9:00-18:30, Nov-March until 17:30; Trianon/Domaine April-Oct Tue-Sun 12:00-18:30, Nov-March until 17:30; gardens generally April-Oct daily 8:00-20:30, Nov-March until 18:00; entire complex closed Mon year-round except the Gardens. See the Versailles chapter.





▲▲Riverside Promenades and Paris Plages Traffic-free riverside areas for recreation and strolling; in summer, “beaches” add more fun. Hours: Promenades—always strollable; Plages—mid-July-mid-Aug 8:00-24:00.





▲▲Orangerie Museum Monet’s water lilies and modernist classics in a lovely setting. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, closed Tue.





▲▲Rue Cler Ultimate Parisian market street. Hours: Stores open Tue-Sat 8:30-13:00 & 15:00-19:30, Sun 8:30-12:00, dead on Mon.





▲▲Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb The emperor’s imposing tomb, flanked by museums of France’s wars. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00; tomb also open July-Aug until 19:00, tomb and Louis XIV-Napoleon I wing open April-Sept Tue until 21:00; Charles de Gaulle exhibit closed Mon year-round.





▲▲Rodin Museum Works by the greatest sculptor since Michelangelo, with many statues in a peaceful garden. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:30, closed Mon.





▲▲Marmottan Museum Art museum focusing on Monet. Hours: Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu until 21:00, closed Mon.





▲▲Cluny Museum Medieval art with unicorn tapestries. Hours: Wed-Mon 9:15-17:45, closed Tue.





▲▲Arc de Triomphe Triumphal arch marking start of Champs-Elysées. Hours: Exterior always viewable; interior daily 10:00-23:00, Oct-March until 22:30.





▲▲Opéra Garnier Grand belle époque theater with a modern ceiling by Chagall. Hours: Generally daily 10:00-16:30, mid-July-Aug until 18:00.





▲▲Jacquemart-André Museum Art-strewn 19th-century mansion. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:00, Mon until 20:30 during special exhibits.





▲▲Picasso Museum World’s largest collection of Picasso’s works. Hours: Tue-Fri 10:30-18:00, Sat-Sun from 9:30, closed Mon.





▲▲Pompidou Center Modern art in colorful building with city views. Hours: Permanent collection open Wed-Mon 11:00-21:00, closed Tue.





▲▲Père Lachaise Cemetery Final home of Paris’ illustrious dead. Hours: Mon-Fri 8:00-18:00, Sat from 8:30, Sun from 9:00, until 17:30 in winter.





▲▲Montmartre and Sacré-Cœur Bohemian, hill-top neighborhood capped with a stunning white basilica and spectacular views. Hours: Daily 6:00-22:30; dome climb daily 8:30-20:00, Oct-April until 17:00.





▲Panthéon Neoclassical monument and burial place of the famous. Hours: Daily 10:00-18:30, Oct-March until 18:00.





▲Ile St. Louis Residential island behind Notre-Dame known for its restaurants.






▲Deportation Memorial (Mémorial de la Déportation)



Climb down the steps into this memorial dedicated to the 200,000 French victims of the Nazi concentration camps. As Paris disappears above you, this monument draws you into the victims’ experience. Once underground you enter a one-way hallway studded with tiny lights commemorating the dead, leading you to an eternal flame. For a small and moving exhibit about the Holocaust, don’t miss the rooms upstairs.


Cost and Hours: Free, Tue-Sun 10:00-19:00, Oct-March until 17:00, closed Mon year-round, may randomly close at other times, free 40-minute audioguide may be available; at the east tip of Ile de la Cité, behind Notre-Dame and near Ile St. Louis (Mo: Cité); tel. 01 46 33 87 56.



▲Ile St. Louis



The residential island behind Notre-Dame is known for its restaurants (see the Eating in Paris chapter), great ice cream, and shops (along Rue St. Louis-en-l’Ile).


For a detailed description of Ile St. Louis, see here.



▲▲▲Sainte-Chapelle



The interior of this 13th-century chapel is a triumph of Gothic church architecture. Built to house Jesus’ Crown of Thorns, Sainte-Chapelle is jam-packed with stained-glass windows, bathed in colorful light, and slippery with the drool of awestruck tourists. Ignore the humdrum exterior and climb the stairs into the sanctuary, where more than 1,100 Bible scenes—from the Creation to the Passion to Judgment Day—are illustrated by light and glass.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €10, €15 combo-ticket with Conciergerie, free for those under age 18, covered by Museum Pass, advance tickets sold on church website and at FNAC stores; open daily 9:00-19:00, Oct-March until 17:00; long lines (for tips on avoiding them, see here), audioguide-€3, evening concerts—see here, 4 Boulevard du Palais, Mo: Cité, tel. 01 53 40 60 80, www.sainte-chapelle.fr.


For a detailed tour of the cathedral’s interior, see here.



▲Conciergerie



Marie-Antoinette was imprisoned here, as were Louis XVI, Robespierre, Danton, and many others on their way to the guillotine. Exhibits with good English descriptions trace the history of the building and give some insight into prison life.


Cost and Hours: €9, €15 combo-ticket with Sainte-Chapelle, covered by Museum Pass, daily 9:30-18:00, videoguide-€6.50, 2 Boulevard du Palais, Mo: Cité, tel. 01 53 40 60 80, www.paris-conciergerie.fr.


For a detailed description of the Conciergerie, see here.



▲▲Riverside Promenades and Paris Plages



At the cost of closing down two well-used expressways along the Seine, Paris has reclaimed sections of the embankment in a fun-loving project stretching several miles. These traffic-free areas are a new world for strolling, biking, having fun with the kids, dining (in pop-up drinking and eating establishments or at extravagant picnics complete with tablecloths and champagne)—or, simply dangling one’s feet over the water and being in the moment. There’s one expanse on the Left Bank between the Eiffel Tower and the Orsay, and another on the Right Bank between the Louvre and the end of Ile St. Louis. In balmy weather, the embankment takes on a special energy. A gaggle of bars and fun eating spots at Pont Alexandre III (Left Bank) and Ile St. Louis (Right Bank) are particularly lively. The riverside promenade is fine for strolling or biking (see next page for bike details).


[image: Image]


The Paris Plages (beaches) add lots of beach activities each summer. The Riviera it’s not, but this string of fanciful faux beaches—assembled along a one-mile stretch of the Right Bank of the Seine—is a fun place to stroll, play, and people-watch. Each summer, the Paris city government trucks in potted palm trees, hammocks, and lounge chairs to create colorful urban beaches. You’ll also find “beach cafés,” climbing walls, prefab pools, trampolines, a library, beach volleyball, badminton, and Frisbee areas. (Other less-central areas of town, such as Bassin de la Vilette, have their own plages.)


Cost and Hours: Free, promenades always open, Plages run mid-July-mid-Aug daily 8:00-24:00, on Right Bank of Seine, just north of Ile de la Cité, between Pont des Arts and Pont de Sully.



▲▲Bike Ride on Riverside Promenade



While Paris is crisscrossed with bike lanes, most are adjacent to regular traffic or mixed with bus-only lanes (ouch). The most relaxing and scenic Parisian joyride on two wheels is along its riverside promenades, with nary a car in sight. A four-mile stretch runs from near the Eiffel Tower to below the Bastille; the round-trip ride makes a wonderful experience of about an hour or so. (It could be much longer if you succumb to the temptations of the lounge chairs, hammocks, outdoor cafés, and simple delights of riverside Parisian life.)


Start at the Pont de l’Alma near the Eiffel Tower on the Left Bank (look for Vélib’ rentals nearby; Fat Tire bike rental is also close). Head east, passing under four bridges (about 1.5 miles) to the Orsay Museum. Just past the Orsay, turn left, crossing to the Right Bank on Pont Royal. Now on the Right Bank, continue east on Quai Mitterand (with a broad sidewalk), passing the Louvre Museum. Find the cobbled ramp down to the river near the Pont des Arts. You’ll bump along cobbles for a few blocks before merging with the smooth-as-silk road. You’ll pass the two islands and finally reach the end of our ride (and turn around) at the tunnel entrance.


Avoid pedestrians or pedaling into the river—you’ll be distracted by many iconic buildings and sights. Side-tripping through grand Parisian parks like the Champs de Mars (under the Eiffel Tower) and Tuileries Garden (the Louvre’s front yard) offers leafy and traffic-free ways to extend your ride.


Renting Your Bike: To do this as a one-way trip, use a Vélib’ or other city bike-share option (check the Vélib’ website for locations, www.velib-metropole.fr). You can also pop into a conventional bike rental shop (Fat Tire Bike Tours at the west end, Bike About Tours at the east end—see the Orientation chapter).


[image: Image]


MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD


Paris’ grandest park, the Tuileries Garden, was once the private property of kings and queens. Today it links the Louvre, Orangerie, and Orsay museums. And across from the Louvre are the tranquil, historic courtyards of the Palais Royal.


[image: Image]



▲▲▲Louvre (Musée du Louvre)



This is Europe’s oldest, biggest, greatest, and second-most-crowded museum (after the Vatican). Housed in a U-shaped, 16th-century palace (accentuated by a 20th-century glass pyramid), the Louvre is Paris’ top museum and one of its key landmarks. It’s home to Mona Lisa, Venus de Milo, and hall after hall of Greek and Roman masterpieces, medieval jewels, Michelangelo statues, and paintings by the greatest artists from the Renaissance to the Romantics.


Touring the Louvre can be overwhelming, so be selective. Focus on the Denon wing, with Greek sculptures, Italian paintings (by Raphael and Leonardo), and—of course—French paintings (Neoclassical and Romantic), and the adjoining Sully wing, with Egyptian artifacts and more French paintings. For extra credit, tackle the Richelieu wing, displaying works from ancient Mesopotamia, as well as French, Dutch, and Northern art.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €15, includes special exhibits, free on first Sat of month after 18:00, covered by Museum Pass, timed-entry tickets available in advance at the website below; Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00; Wed, Fri, and first Sat of month until 21:45 (except on holidays); closed Tue, galleries start shutting 30 minutes before closing, last entry 45 minutes before closing; crowds worst in the morning and all day Sun, Mon, and Wed; videoguide-€5, guided tours available, several cafés, tel. 01 40 20 53 17, recorded info tel. 01 40 20 51 51, www.louvre.fr.


Getting There: It’s at the Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre Métro stop. (The old Louvre Métro stop, called Louvre-Rivoli, is farther from the entrance.) Bus #69 also runs past the Louvre.


See the [image: Image] Louvre Tour chapter or download my free [image: Image] audio tour.


Palais Royal Courtyards


Across from the Louvre are the lovely courtyards of the stately Palais Royal. Although the palace is closed to the public, the courtyards are open.


Cost and Hours: Free and always open. The Palais Royal is directly north of the Louvre on Rue de Rivoli (Mo: Palais Royal-Musée du Louvre).


Visiting the Courtyards: Enter through a whimsical (locals say tacky) courtyard filled with stubby, striped columns and playful fountains (with fun, reflective metal balls). Next, you’ll pass into another, perfectly Parisian garden. This is where in-the-know Parisians come to take a quiet break, walk their poodles and kids, or enjoy a rendezvous—amid flowers and surrounded by a serene arcade and a handful of historic restaurants. Bring a picnic and create your own quiet break, or have a drink at one of the outdoor cafés at the courtyard’s northern end. This is Paris.


[image: Image]


Though tranquil today, this was once a hotbed of political activism. The palace was built in the 17th century by Louis XIII and eventually became the headquarters of the powerful Dukes of Orléans. Because the Dukes’ digs were off-limits to the police, some shocking free-thinking took root here. This was the meeting place for the debating clubs—the precursors to modern political parties. During the Revolution, palace resident Philippe, duc d’Orléans, (nicknamed Philippe Egalité for his progressive ideas) advocated a constitutional monarchy, and voted in favor of beheading Louis XVI—his own cousin. Philippe hoped his liberal attitudes would spare him from the Revolutionaries, but he, too, was guillotined. His son, Louis-Philippe, became France’s first constitutional monarch (r. 1830-1848). The palace’s courtyards were backdrops for a riotous social and political scene, filled with lively café culture, revolutionaries, rabble-rousers, scoundrels, and...Madame Tussaud’s first wax shop (she used the severed heads of guillotine victims to model her sculptures).


Nearby: Exiting the courtyard at the side facing away from the Seine brings you to the Galeries Colbert and Vivienne, attractive examples of shopping arcades from the early 1800s (see here).



▲▲▲Orsay Museum (Musée d’Orsay)



The Orsay boasts Europe’s greatest collection of Impressionist works. It might be less important than the Louvre—but it’s more purely enjoyable.


The Orsay, housed in an atmospheric old train station, picks up where the Louvre leaves off: the second half of the 19th century. This is art from the tumultuous time that began when revolutions swept across Europe in 1848 and ended when World War I broke out in 1914. Begin with the conservative art of the mid-1800s—careful, idealized Neoclassicism (with a few rebels mixed in). Then tour the late 1800s, when the likes of Manet, Monet, Degas, and Renoir jolted the art world with their colorful, lively invention, Impressionism. (Somewhere in there, Whistler’s Mother sits quietly.) The Orsay also displays the works of their artistic descendants, the Post-Impressionists: Cézanne, Van Gogh, Gauguin, Seurat, and Toulouse-Lautrec. On the mezzanine level, waltz through Rodin sculptures and Art Nouveau exhibits, and finish in the Grand Ballroom, which shows the chandeliered elegance of this former train station.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €14, €11 Tue-Wed and Fri-Sun after 16:30 and Thu after 18:00, free on first Sun of month and often right when the ticket booth stops selling tickets (Tue-Wed and Fri-Sun at 17:00, Thu at 21:00; they won’t let you in much after that), covered by Museum Pass, combo-ticket with Orangerie Museum (€18) or Rodin Museum (€21). Museum open Tue-Sun 9:30-18:00, Thu until 21:45, closed Mon, last entry one hour before closing (45 minutes before on Thu), Impressionist galleries start shutting 45 minutes before closing. For line-avoiding tips, see here; museum especially crowded on Sun and Tue; audioguide-€5, guided tours available-€6; cafés and restaurant, tel. 01 40 49 48 14, www.musee-orsay.fr.


Getting There: The museum, at 1 Rue de la Légion d’Honneur, sits above the RER/Train-C Musée d’Orsay stop; the nearest Métro stop is Solférino, three blocks southeast of the Orsay. Bus #69 also stops at the Orsay. From the Louvre, it’s a lovely 15-minute walk through the Tuileries Garden and across the pedestrian bridge.


See the [image: Image] Orsay Museum Tour chapter or download my free [image: Image] audio tour.



▲▲Orangerie Museum (Musée de l’Orangerie)



Located in the Tuileries Garden and drenched by natural light from skylights, the Orangerie (oh-rahn-zhuh-ree) is the closest you’ll come to stepping into an Impressionist painting. Start with the museum’s claim to fame: Monet’s Water Lilies. Then head downstairs to enjoy the manageable collection of select works by Utrillo, Cézanne, Renoir, Matisse, and Picasso.
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Cost and Hours: €9, €6.50 after 17:00, free for those under age 18, €18 combo-ticket with Orsay Museum, €18.50 combo-ticket with Monet’s Garden and House at Giverny, covered by Museum Pass; Wed-Mon 9:00-18:00, closed Tue; audioguide-€5, English guided tours (€6) usually Mon and Thu at 14:30 and Sat at 11:00, located in Tuileries Garden near Place de la Concorde (Mo: Concorde), 15-minute stroll from the Orsay, tel. 01 44 77 80 07, www.musee-orangerie.fr.


[image: Image] See the Orangerie Museum Tour chapter.



Forum des Halles



Today’s modern shopping mall and esplanade covers what was, since the Middle Ages, the center of all food distribution in Paris. For eight centuries, Les Halles (lay all, the halls) functioned as a gargantuan open market where fish, meats, and vegetables were sold and distributed. By the late 1800s the market was covered with muscular steel arches and looked something like Paris’ older train stations. The area buzzed 24/7—meats were butchered and fish were cleaned until late at night, farmers and fishermen arrived with their goods early in the mornings, and deals were made throughout the day. In 1971 the market was torn down; increased traffic, smells, and higher land values had forced its relocation to near Orly airport (in the town of Rungis).


Today’s incarnation of the huge market—Forum des Halles—is a multilevel shopping center. It’s famous for its canopy with louvers to maximize the shade and is designed to collect rainwater, which powers a fountain that cascades from its peak down to a babbling man-made brook. The mall is the embodiment of 21st-century urban design: It quietly rests over a massive underground transportation hub and faces a delightfully green city park. Overlooked by the spindly Gothic St. Eustache Church and the stately old Bourse de Commerce (old commodities exchange, now an under-construction modern art museum), the park has a fun kids’ zone.


Nearby: Rue Montorgueil and Rue Montmartre are delightful café-lined streets a macaron toss from the shopping mall (described in the Shopping in Paris chapter).


Louvre Wine Museum (Les Caves du Louvre)


This free, scratch-and-sniff wine museum has engaging exhibits describing everything from terroir (the qualities that come from soil, climate, etc.) to grape varieties to corks to bottle labels (using a free “Wines in Paris” app that can serve you well long after your visit). Your self-guided tour ends with an optional wine tasting (€19/3 wines). They also offer €32 guided tours in English with wine tasting and a €75 hands-on workshop in wine blending that includes a bottle of your very own blend.


Cost and Hours: Museum—free, tastings—€19-34; daily 14:00-18:00, last entry one hour before closing; between Forum des Halles and the Louvre at 52 Rue de l’Arbre Sec, Mo: Louvre-Rivoli, see map on here, tel. 01 40 28 13 11, www.cavesdulouvre.com, contact@cavesdulouvre.com).



EIFFEL TOWER AND NEARBY




▲▲▲Eiffel Tower (La Tour Eiffel)



Built on the 100th anniversary of the French Revolution (and in the spirit of the Industrial Revolution), the tower was the centerpiece of a World Expo designed simply to show off what people could build in 1889. For decades it was the tallest structure the world had ever known, and though it’s since been eclipsed, it’s still the most visited monument. Ride the elevators to the top of its 1,063 feet for expansive views that stretch 40 miles. Then descend to the two lower levels, where the views are arguably even better, since the monuments are more recognizable.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €25.50 to ride all the way to the top, €16.30 for just the two lower levels, €10.20 to climb the stairs to the first or second level, €19.40 to climb the stairs to the second level and take the elevator to the summit, 50 percent cheaper for those under 25, 75 percent cheaper for those under 12, not covered by Museum Pass, must purchase summit elevator in advance; open daily mid-June-Aug 9:00-24:45, Sept-mid-June 9:30-23:45, last ascent to top by elevator at 22:30 and to lower levels at 23:00 all year (stairs same except Sept-mid-June last ascent 18:30); cafés and great view restaurants, Mo: Bir-Hakeim or Trocadéro, RER/Train-C: Champ de Mars-Tour Eiffel (all a 10-minute walk away). Recorded information tel. 08 92 70 12 39, www.toureiffel.paris.


Reservations Smart: It’s wise to make a reservation well in advance of your visit. At www.toureiffel.paris, you can book a time slot for your ascent; this allows you to skip the long initial entry line. Tickets go on sale about 60 days in advance and sell out quickly for visits from April through September, so don’t dally.


[image: Image] See the Eiffel Tower Tour chapter (which includes more tips on getting in).



▲Place du Trocadéro



This fountain-fronted square just across the river and uphill from the Eiffel Tower delivers the greatest views of that landmark. Trocadéro’s view plaza is a circus of tourists from early to late (watch for pickpockets). The square is named for a 19th-century battle victory by Les French over Spain and is overseen by a statue of WWI Supreme Allied Commander Ferdinand Foch on his horse. Two interesting museums, described next, flank the plaza as wings of the curved Palais de Chaillot, built for the 1937 World’s Fair.


[image: Image]


National Maritime Museum (Musée National de la Marine)


This kid-friendly museum, closed through 2020, anchors a dazzling collection of ship and submarine models, torpedoes, cannonballs, beaucoup bowsprits, and naval you-name-it.


Architecture and Monuments Museum (Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine)


This museum, on the east side of Place du Trocadéro, takes you through 1,000 years of French architecture, starring some of France’s greatest Gothic churches—all brought to life through full-sized casts and scale models. Pick up the museum plan, augment it with the English info sheets in the rooms, and focus most of your time on the ground floor. Walk the length of the floor, passing under tympanum arches and pondering how many ways you can envision the Last Judgment. Gaze into the eyes of medieval statues from Cluny Abbey, Chartres Cathedral, Château de Chambord, and much more. A U-turn at the end of the hall leads to the Renaissance and the screaming passion of the Revolution.


Take the elevator up a floor to see thought-provoking designs for modern projects, including for low-income housing. You can walk into a room from Le Corbusier’s 1952 Habitation Unit from Marseille and appreciate what a forward thinker he was. Farther along, you’ll see how colorfully painted the chapels were in medieval churches. The views to the Eiffel Tower are sensational.


Cost and Hours: €8, includes audioguide, covered by Museum Pass, Wed-Mon 11:00-19:00, Thu until 21:00, closed Tue, 1 Place du Trocadéro, Mo: Trocadéro, RER/Train-C: Champ de Mars-Tour Eiffel, tel. 01 58 51 52 00, www.citechaillot.fr.



▲Quai Branly Museum (Musée du Quai Branly)



This is the best collection I’ve seen anywhere of non-Western art from Africa, Oceania, Asia, and the Americas. Because art illustrates the ways in which a people organizes and delineates its culture and beliefs, viewing this collection offers a richer appreciation of traditions from around the world. The exhibits are presented in a wild, organic, and strikingly modern building. It’s well worth a look if you have a Museum Pass and are near the Eiffel Tower.


Cost and Hours: €10, free first Sun of the month, covered by Museum Pass; museum—Tue-Sun 11:00-19:00, Thu-Sat until 21:00, closed Mon, ticket office closes one hour before closing; gardens—Tue-Sun 9:15-19:30, Thu-Sat until 21:15, closed Mon; audioguide-€5, 37 Quai Branly, 10-minute walk east (upriver) of Eiffel Tower, along the river (RER/Train-C: Champ de Mars-Tour Eiffel or Pont de l’Alma), tel. 01 56 61 70 00, www.quaibranly.fr.


Visiting the Museum: After passing the security check and the ticket taker, pick up the museum map, then follow a ramp upstream along a projected river of the 1,657 names of the peoples covered in the museum. The permanent collection occupies the first floor up. Masks, statuettes, musical instruments, textiles, clothes, voodoo dolls, and a variety of temporary exhibitions and activities are artfully presented and exquisitely lit (the dim lighting also helps to preserve the fragile works). There’s no need to follow a route: Wander at whim. Helpful English explanations are posted in most rooms and provide sufficient description for most visitors, though serious students will want to rent the audioguide.


Eiffel Tower Views: Even if you skip the museum, drop by its peaceful garden café for fine Eiffel Tower views and enjoy the intriguing gardens. The pedestrian bridge that crosses the river and runs up to the museum also has sensational tower views.



▲Paris Sewer Museum (Les Egouts de Paris)



Discover what happens after you flush. This quick, interesting, and slightly stinky visit (a perfumed hanky helps) takes you along a few hundred yards of water tunnels in the world’s first underground sewer system. (May be closed for renovation when you visit.)


Cost and Hours: €4.40, covered by Museum Pass, Sat-Wed 11:00-17:00, Oct-April until 16:00, closed Thu-Fri year-round, located where Pont de l’Alma greets the Left Bank—on the right side of the bridge as you face the river, Mo: Alma-Marceau, RER/Train-C: Pont de l’Alma, tel. 01 53 68 27 81.


Visiting the Sewer: Pick up the helpful English self-guided tour, then drop down into Jean Valjean’s world of tunnels, rats, and manhole covers. (Victor Hugo was friends with the sewer inspector when he wrote Les Misérables.) You’ll pass well-organized displays with extensive English information explaining the history of water distribution and collection in Paris, from Roman times to the present.


[image: Image]


The evolution of this amazing network of sewers is fascinating. More than 1,500 miles of tunnels carry 317 million gallons of water daily through this underworld. It’s the world’s longest sewer system—so long, they say, that if it were laid out straight, it would stretch from Paris all the way to Istanbul.


It’s enlightening to see how much work goes into something we take for granted. Sewage didn’t always disappear so readily. In the Middle Ages, wastewater was tossed from windows to a center street gutter, then washed into the river (which also supplied locals’ drinking water). In castles, sewage ended up in the moat (enhancing the moat’s defensive role). In the 1500s, French Renaissance King François I moved from château to château (he had several) when the moat-muck became too much. This tour illustrates how, over time, sewage became separated from drinking water and explains the intricate systems in place today that sustain that separation.



▲▲Rue Cler



Paris is changing quickly, but a stroll down this market street introduces you to a thriving, traditional Parisian neighborhood and offers insights into the local culture. Although this is a wealthy district, Rue Cler retains the workaday charm still found in most neighborhoods throughout Paris. The shops lining the street are filled with the freshest produce, the stinkiest cheese, the tastiest chocolate, and the finest wines (markets generally open Tue-Sat 8:30-13:00 & 15:00-19:30, Sun 8:30-12:00, dead on Mon). I’m still far from a gourmet eater, but my time spent tasting my way along Rue Cler has heightened my appreciation of good cuisine (as well as the French knack for good living).


See the [image: Image] Rue Cler Walk chapter or download my free [image: Image] audio tour.




Affording Paris’ Sights


Paris is an expensive city for tourists, with lots of pricey sights, but—fortunately—lots of freebies, too. Smart, budget-minded travelers begin by buying and getting the most out of a Paris Museum Pass (described at the beginning of this chapter), then considering these frugal sightseeing options.


Free (or Almost Free) Museums: Many of Paris’ famous museums offer free entry on the first Sunday of the month, including the Orsay, Cluny, Pompidou Center, Quai Branly, and Delacroix museums. The Louvre offers free entry the first Saturday of each month after 18:00 (open until 21:45). These sights are free on the first Sunday of off-season months: the Rodin Museum and Arc de Triomphe (all Nov-March), and Versailles (Nov-March). Expect big crowds on free days. Some museums are always free (with the possible exception of special exhibits), including the Carnavalet Museum (may be closed for renovation), Petit Palais, Victor Hugo’s House (may be closed for renovation), and Fragonard Perfume Museum. You can usually visit the Orsay Museum for free right when the ticket booth stops selling tickets.


Other Freebies: Many sights don’t charge an entry fee, including the Père Lachaise Cemetery, Deportation Memorial, Holocaust Memorial, Paris Plages (summers only), Sacré-Cœur Basilica, St. Sulpice Church (with organ recital), and La Défense mall. Stroll the Left Bank riverside promenade from the Orsay to Pont de l’Alma, and the Right Bank from the Louvre to near the Bastille. The neighborhood walks described in this book don’t cost a dime unless you enter a sight (Historic Paris, Rue Cler, Left Bank, Champs-Elysées, Marais, Père Lachaise Cemetery, and Montmartre).


Paris’ glorious, entertaining parks are free, bien sûr. These include Luxembourg Garden, Champ de Mars (under the Eiffel Tower), Tuileries Garden (between the Louvre and Place de la Concorde), Palais Royal Courtyards, Jardin des Plantes, Parc Monceau, La Coulée Verte, and Versailles’ gardens (free Wed and Thu only).


Reduced Prices: Several sights offer a discount if you enter later in the day, including the Orsay, the Orangerie, and the Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb (after 17:00 or 16:00 off-season). The Eiffel Tower costs less if you restrict your visit to the two lower levels—and even less if you use the stairs.


Free Concerts: Venues offering free or cheap (€10-20) concerts include the American Church, Army Museum, St. Sulpice Church and La Madeleine Church. For a listing of free concerts, check L’Officiel des Spectacles magazine (under the Concerts section) and look for events marked entrée libre.


Good-Value Tours: At €15-20, Paris Walks’ tours are a good value. The Seine River cruises (allow €15), best after dark, are also worthwhile. My Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour, which costs only the price of a transit ticket, could be the best deal of all. The Paris tours covered on the Rick Steves Audio Europe app are all free (see here).


Pricey...But Worth It? Certain big-ticket items—primarily the top of the Eiffel Tower, the Louvre, and Versailles—are expensive and crowded, but offer once-in-a-lifetime experiences. All together they amount to less than the cost of a ticket to Disneyland—only these are real.






▲▲Army Museum and Napoleon’s Tomb (Musée de l’Armée)



Europe’s greatest military museum, in the Hôtel des Invalides, provides interesting coverage of several wars, particularly World Wars I and II. At the center of the complex, Napoleon lies majestically dead inside several coffins under a grand dome—a goose-bump inducing pilgrimage for historians. The dome overhead glitters with 26 pounds of thinly pounded gold leaf.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €12, €10 after 17:00 (16:00 in Nov-March), free for military personnel in uniform, free for kids but they must wait in line for ticket, covered by Museum Pass, extra fee for special exhibits and evening concerts; open daily 10:00-18:00, Nov-March until 17:00; Napoleon’s Tomb also open July-Aug until 19:00; Napoleon’s Tomb and Louis XIV-Napoleon I wing open April-Sept Tue until 21:00; Charles de Gaulle exhibit closed Mon year-round, videoguide-€6, cafeteria, tel. 01 44 42 38 77, www.musee-armee.fr.


Getting There: The Hôtel des Invalides is at 129 Rue de Grenelle, a 10-minute walk from Rue Cler (Mo: La Tour Maubourg, Varenne, or Invalides). You can also take bus #69 (from the Marais and Rue Cler) or bus #63 from the St. Germain-des-Prés area.


[image: Image] See the Army Museum & Napoleon’s Tomb Tour chapter.



▲▲Rodin Museum (Musée Rodin)



This user-friendly museum with gardens is filled with passionate works by Auguste Rodin (1840-1917), the greatest sculptor since Michelangelo. You’ll see The Kiss, The Thinker, The Gates of Hell, and many more, well displayed in the mansion where the sculptor lived and worked. Exhibits trace Rodin’s artistic development, explain how his bronze statues were cast, and show some of the studies he created to work up to his masterpiece, the unfinished Gates of Hell. Learn about Rodin’s tumultuous relationship with his apprentice and lover, Camille Claudel. Mull over what makes his sculptures some of the most evocative since the Renaissance. And stroll the beautiful gardens, packed with many of his greatest works (including The Thinker) and ideal for artistic reflection.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €12, free for those under age 18, free on first Sun of the month Oct-March, €21 combo-ticket with Orsay Museum, both museum and garden covered by Museum Pass; Tue-Sun 10:00-18:30, closed Mon; audioguide-€6, mandatory baggage check, self-service café in garden, 77 Rue de Varenne, Mo: Varenne, tel. 01 44 18 61 10, www.musee-rodin.fr.


[image: Image] See the Rodin Museum Tour chapter.



▲▲Marmottan Museum (Musée Marmottan Monet)



In this private, intimate, and untouristy museum, you’ll find the best collection anywhere of works by Impressionist headliner Claude Monet. Follow Monet’s life through more than a hundred works, from simple sketches to the Impression: Sunrise painting that gave his artistic movement its start—and a name. The museum also displays some of the enjoyable large-scale canvases featuring the water lilies from his garden at Giverny.


Cost and Hours: €12, not covered by Museum Pass, €21.50 combo-ticket with Monet’s garden and house at Giverny (see here; lets you skip the line at Giverny); Tue-Sun 10:00-18:00, Thu until 21:00, closed Mon; audioguide-€3 (includes temporary exhibits), 2 Rue Louis-Boilly, Mo: La Muette, tel. 01 44 96 50 33, www.marmottan.fr.


[image: Image] See the Marmottan Museum Tour chapter.




Paris for Early Birds and Night Owls


Most major sights in Paris are open between 9:00 and 18:00, but some open even earlier and/or stay open late. Parks such as Luxembourg Garden are a good option for early or late sightseeing (open from dawn to dusk). The Champs-Elysées is lively at night.


[image: Image]


Sights Open Early


Sacré-Cœur: Basilica daily at 6:00 (dome opens at 8:30)


St. Sulpice Church: Daily at 7:30


Paris Plages (Paris Beaches): Mid-July-mid-Aug daily 24/7


Père Lachaise Cemetery: Mon-Fri at 8:00, Sat at 8:30, Sun at 9:00


Gardens at Versailles: Daily at 8:00


Sights Open Late


Every night in Paris, at least one sight is open late. Keep in mind that sights may stop admitting visitors well before their posted closing times.


Jacquemart-André Museum: Mon until 20:30 during special exhibits


Gardens at Versailles: April-Oct daily until 20:30 (may close earlier for special events)


Marmottan Museum: Thu until 21:00


Napoleon’s Tomb: April-Sept Tue until 21:00


Holocaust Memorial: Thu until 22:00


Pompidou Center: Wed-Mon until 21:00, special exhibits until 22:00 and Thu until 23:00


Architecture and Monuments Museum: Thu until 21:00


Jewish Art and History Museum: Wed until 21:00 during special exhibits


Quai Branly: Thu-Sat until 21:00 (gardens until 21:15)


Louvre: Wed, Fri, and first Sat of month until 21:45


Orsay Museum: Thu until 21:45


Sacré-Cœur: Basilica daily until 22:30


Arc de Triomphe: Daily April-Sept until 23:00, Oct-March until 22:30


Paris Plages (Paris Beaches): Mid-July-mid-Aug daily 24/7


Eiffel Tower: Daily mid-June-Aug until 24:45, Sept-mid-June until 23:45






LEFT BANK




▲Latin Quarter (Quartier Latin)



This Left Bank neighborhood, immediately across the river from Notre-Dame, was the center of Roman Paris. But the Latin Quarter’s touristy fame relates to its intriguing, artsy, bohemian character. This was perhaps Europe’s leading university district in the Middle Ages, when Latin was the language of higher education. The neighborhood’s main boulevards (St. Michel and St. Germain) are lined with cafés—once the haunts of great poets and philosophers, now the hangouts of tired tourists. Though still youthful and artsy, much of this area is a tourist ghetto filled with cheap North African eateries. Exploring a few blocks up or downriver from here gives you a better chance of feeling the pulse of what survives of Paris’ classic Left Bank.


[image: Image]


[image: Image] See the Left Bank Walk chapter.



▲▲Cluny Museum (Musée National du Moyen Age)



This treasure trove of Middle Ages (Moyen Age) art fills old Roman baths, offering close-up looks at stained glass, Notre-Dame carvings, fine goldsmithing and jewelry, and rooms of tapestries. The star here is the exquisite series of six Lady and the Unicorn tapestries: A delicate, as-medieval-as-can-be noble lady introduces a delighted unicorn to the senses of taste, hearing, sight, smell, and touch. The museum is undergoing a multiyear renovation. Expect changes and some room closures when you visit.


[image: Image]


Cost and Hours: €9, includes audioguide, free on first Sun of month, covered by Museum Pass; Wed-Mon 9:15-17:45, closed Tue; near corner of Boulevards St. Michel and St. Germain at 6 Place Paul Painlevé; Mo: Cluny-La Sorbonne, St. Michel, or Odéon; tel. 01 53 73 78 00, www.musee-moyenage.fr.


[image: Image] See the Cluny Museum Tour chapter.



St. Germain-des-Prés



A church was first built on this site in AD 558. The church you see today was constructed in 1163 and is all that’s left of a once sprawling and influential monastery. The colorful interior reminds us that medieval churches were originally painted in bright colors. The surrounding area hops at night with venerable cafés, fire-eaters, mimes, and scads of artists.


Cost and Hours: Free, daily 8:00-20:00, Mo: St. Germain-des-Prés.


For more on St. Germain-des-Prés, see here.



▲St. Sulpice Church



For pipe-organ enthusiasts, a visit here is one of Europe’s great musical treats. The Grand Orgue at St. Sulpice Church has a rich history, with a succession of 12 world-class organists—including Charles-Marie Widor and Marcel Dupré—that goes back 300 years.


[image: Image]


Patterned after St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, the church has a Neoclassical arcaded facade and two round towers. Inside, in the first chapel on the right, are three murals of fighting angels by Delacroix: Jacob Wrestling the Angel, Heliodorus Chased from the Temple, and The Archangel Michael (on the ceiling). The fourth chapel on the right has a statue of Joan of Arc and wall plaques listing hundreds from St. Sulpice’s congregation who died during World War I. The north transept wall features an Egyptian-style obelisk used as a gnomon on a sundial. The last chapel before the exit has a display on the Shroud of Turin.

OEBPS/graphics/064_01_rodinmus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/054_02_palais.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/011_01_verbalmap.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/020_01_publicwc.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/044_01_paris_pa.jpg
& 3 2 &
7 GRCELES \ ® Bl Y Rz DU
500 \ R B o>
095, 5 B
To La Défense & ®! Menioa %)\ & flace Bidnche,
% ZMontmartre
< La Grande Arche * D& Sacré-Caur
JACQUEMART- ‘ Q s
ANDRE MUSEUM ST.LAZA . s
s u
o WAUSSMANN cwrer WA GALERIES
ARC DE o e B =
TRIOMPHE 1005 HAUSSWANy —O€ ©
4 o LA 5
M
8 o, oo MAPELENE T 8 500 Meters,
& 17 Q OPERA Spgy. & <, ol
16e ELy, Placede GARNIER gl 5 =
& Stgg | laConcorde Place b Riin X
Vendime 4§ Placedela %
To Marmottan GRANDI | PETIT 2e 5 République S
Museun PALAIG | [PALAIS N & 4 %
« acaecrugen Lz PALMS RIGHT & ENg, @
UMENTS " €
MUSEUM Rigs ﬂ "-1 2™ R BANK 8 ze XA Ly .
ANGERTE &, O % Bligy,
TROCADERO SEWER _QUA 2y, e © FORUM JEWISH & “ 5
® © qualMUSEUM D'ORSAY | Esplanade 2655, DES HALLES et picasso % 2 pére
MARITIM Ay dee Invalides 'S \w‘ OUVRE, MUSEUM & G Lachaise
Muse MUSEUM| | ¢ 6T DOVINQUE S ay POMPIDOU, PMARAIS B o Cemetery
EIFFEL ARMY MUSEUM s, z
TOWER 7e &NAPOLEON'S 7., ORSAY g Jee?® p—
RUE N & » TOMB X CARNAVALET, 7 \KEOSE °
CLER s %, LEFTHE MUSEUM 2 o 2
farc i\ 84 = RODIN T BANK g E S 3| %
2\ e, Mare AVE. DE TOURVILLE 5 MUSELM 3 HOLoCAUST &, %
% s 7 Place 2 2
EMORIAL A
2 3 del & o
7 N ® o Bastille, ‘%P £
EcoLe 2 3 %
To Suburban Train ¥y MLIARE b F\& S
/' A 5¢ = & ST.SULPICE Placedela.
to Versallles % & Nation
&
Ry, o g S [\ \Luxembourg finde
5, 5o SRS 4, Garden INSTITUTE (¢ =
o R % PANTHEON £ GRANDE S Jardin 5LYD. DIDERC
MONTPARNASSE 2 SMOBQUEE 15" 222
TOWER ced LATIN Rpeeapiss  Flantes
%
i (< QUARTERZ ¥ g,‘ o
MONTPARN:
1€ = Arrondissements (Districts) poes Gazacanicd S cemos 4y
Montpamasse &~ CALERIEDE pysreriirz .
7 Cemetery | ¥ 2/ vevolurion N\ .






OEBPS/graphics/054_01_louvrecourtyard.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/006_01_templocal_pa.jpg








OEBPS/graphics/047_01_notredcath.jpg






OEBPS/graphics/003_01_parissts_pa.jpg
To Giverny
& Rouen
Bus [
Bols de #69
Boulogne Tour.
Starts|
Marmottan

To Versallles

To Auvers-sur-Olse

N2
& Montmartre

x To

Charles de Gaulle
Alrport & Chantilly

\a
N o
& o&e ==
& Mongmartre {7+ K
Wil Opéra
- Place de la Madeleine
Champs-Elysées Shopping Walk
Champe-Elysées Bus
i Major Museums ore
¢ Louvre, Orsay & Orangerle o
M N N Ends
arais & Nearby 7/
Pompldou  pi.1cs0 w Pere
Lachalse
Cemetery

Army Museum

&Napoleon’s
Tomb

3
Orly Alrport,
Vaux-le-Vicomte,
Fontainebleau
& Chartres

Babylone
Shopping Walk

Left Bank

Historic Core
Historlc Parls Walk,
Notre-Dame &
Sainte-Chapelle

'

* Sleeping & Eating Area
(as described in text)

= Self-Guided Tour
Bus Tour

.. Walk

District Map

To Disneyland Parls
&Reims
—

(1,

1 Kilometer
[Sh

Bois de Vincennes

1 Mile






OEBPS/graphics/012_01_parisneigh_pa.jpg
Paris Neighborhoods

HERIQUE (RING FREEWAY)

SACRE
CGEUR

fERY

" MORTMARTRE,’
) CERP Wt PERE
T OPERA~ & = LACHAISE
<R N GARNIER. " PoMPIDOU CEMETE\I
Cod * OPERA - CENTER
: anMPsC'Dn 1o gy 121 g o)
i MARAIS :

\ELYsEES

L NoTr r k.
"ﬂ \ (;]) .
DAME \picasso THT
MUSEUM _ PLACE
- DES VOSGES

B 7

JLEFT BANK *.

wm%

LUXEMBOURG

, MUSEUM W GARDEN
|| MONTPARNASSE ¢+
. TOWER  °

PERIPHERIQUE






OEBPS/graphics/056_01_orangeriemus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/008_02_audioeurope-bw.jpg
«C—="
ek Steves-
AUDIO

LEUROPEJ





OEBPS/graphics/065_01_orsay_clock.jpg
W ()

\ /
m

JF%“” lﬂ” . 2





OEBPS/graphics/0xv_02_parismontage2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/055_01_orsaymainhall.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/028_01_parisbus_pa.jpg
LA .
perense@l 73 Scenic Bus Routes
( #65 == #69 —
— Fr 4 — Terminus
PLACE DE LA Points
CONCORDE
Bols de
Boulogne
TROCADERO (® Gambetta
#63 o LOUVRE  apOMPIDOU #69
-
LR xSy PERE LACHAISE
La Muette CEMETERY
.
MARMOTTAN
MUSEUM :
CHAMP "<—BASTILLE
RODIN
PEMARS | MuseuM 0 -
" ~
ARMY MUSEUM SULEICE #65 N
& NAPOLEON'S TOMB N LaTin®
uxembocts A AN GARE DE LYON
SR
Plantes GARE
D'AUSTERLITZ
1 Kilometer Coads
1 Mile Vincennes






OEBPS/graphics/0xvii_01_title_pa.jpg
Arc de
Triomphe Opéra

Garnier Pere

m Lachaise
Pompidou Cetnetery

Tuileries Center @j Picasso

Garden Vi

Qﬂ)( Z’t;‘
@ Place des f
ouvre Vosges Q?

Notre- .
Dame OFE{'a
Bastille

Army

Museum &
Napoleon’s Tomb Quarter
Montparnasse q}? Luxembourg
ower Garden






OEBPS/nav.xhtml




Contents





		Cover Page



		Title Page



		Contents



		Introduction



		Orientation to Paris



		Sights in Paris



		Self-Guided Walks and Tours



		HISTORIC CORE



		Historic Paris Walk









		MAJOR MUSEUMS NEIGHBORHOOD



		Louvre Tour



		Orsay Museum Tour



		Orangerie Museum Tour









		EIFFEL TOWER & NEARBY



		Rue Cler Walk



		Eiffel Tower Tour



		Rodin Museum Tour



		Army Museum & Napoleon’s Tomb Tour



		Bus #69 Sightseeing Tour



		Marmottan Museum Tour









		LEFT BANK



		Left Bank Walk



		Cluny Museum Tour









		CHAMPS-ELYSEES



		Champs-Elysées Walk









		MARAIS NEIGHBORHOOD



		Marais Walk



		Picasso Museum Tour



		Pompidou Center Tour



		Père Lachaise Cemetery Tour









		MONTMARTRE



		Montmartre Walk









		Sleeping in Paris



		Eating in Paris



		Paris with Children



		Shopping in Paris



		Entertainment in Paris



		Paris in Winter



		Paris Connections



		Day Trips from Paris



		Versailles



		More Grand Châteaux



		Chartres



		Giverny & Auvers-sur-Oise









		France: Past & Present



		Practicalities



		Appendix



		Index



		Map Index



		Credits



		Copyright











Contents





		Cover Page



		Contents



		Title Page











OEBPS/graphics/026_01_citybus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/051_01_03h_parispromenade_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/036_01_meetinglocals_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/067_01_sulpiceorganplayer.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0x_01_2019_parismetro.jpg
en direction de Ia banlieve, [ZIE Aéroport.
ety K dace. 5 Charies 48 Gate (©)

B vt e v 0] 2 o
armpontinces p intDenis ~Uni Fie— Parc
@ =0 O O Garesponr 3 |13 saint-Denls ~Université & des Expositions,
OB Fincenes

- e o Do) :::r;r;~®:«;®®gm:6 tpinayurseine (D@ e

4 R e s
Paris en correspondance. - O] _ceTBem: _oclifine_comonsues UERaie~  towgevte — I3
Pl déchange multimodl, P Basilique. = 0 L o
S ey e de Stbenis = T
Liaison urbaine illon: boeis hle oad: Y Mitry - Claye
it . R GTO NGO
ratp fr e ummmee"‘ o
o Stade de Franc 8 Mai 1945 et s o S
DD erons . e, Snioens L e ] P TEt &
Ty La Garenne auberitiers ‘dhubervilers N s Normandie e N
it Gomoes iy IOt e Aubervilers N Bondy(D) (1)
ey OO Eermpute avecnann s _eyin Nt © S e
Porte. L '*_m:.:_\. S > Ve f e tosad
| or— de saint-Oven e E: "N A Dsline
Lo Gy Jutes N\ Marcadet Lyt B “Bobi ny@!min
rsoue Sohuer Lamarck_ Poissonniers* %7 Raymond Queneau, kh’:;. G
\ « | cnateau Eglise de Pantin*, s Gournay ()
v i Rouge 1
S i Barbes 4
g AL cmmzn Porte N\ Hoche
: ae Pantin N e Notsylesec(D(D)
Laumiére - @
= s
Lidge Saint-Georges ¥ Lob oot
Monceau® Tinite g @) Mairie des Lilas®

dEstienne  Notre-Dame Colone] . Buttes
G'Orves de-Lorette* Sobosk chaumont
ca

(%]85 porte des Lias

Jourdain

Pyrénées Place Télégraphe

des Fétes*

Belleville
Jacques
Bonsergent

Saint-Fargeau - »Adieo

strasbourg
Saint-Denis
=séverne

Saint-Philippe
du-Roule,

Arts et
Métiers,

Saint-Maur*

Patas Royal Ehasien ehippe,
e Concorde  Musée du i Sgbas Auguste’ "
de la Pompe Louvre. Frolssart 3 de Mirivel
Henrl Martin Lenoir "
Bréguet Duimas Robespierre
Maraichers 7 Porte de Montreui

Marne-lavaliée*

i oo V1)
DD vincemes

P S—
0

cennes Botssystieger* (D)

‘Champ de Mars
Tour Eiffel

Bir-Hakeim

saint
Rue  Germain StMichel
JuBac  des-prés

Avenue saint
Pt Ken an

du Pat Ker Francois Sevres

Xavier  Babylone®Xd

Bérault
v chateau
Bel-Air de Vincennes*

Eglise Jussieu* Hagr =1

et i = oaumesni®T. wichel §
Javdel( Michels* Monge Dleot ;
Pt
Citroén Lecourbe Censier ‘Dugommier, g
; Slporte porée
F N |
Bentert > 3
(N Rochercau* Kcampo. o b Olporte de charenton :
Formio* ge ta Qe H
, Uiberte L
&%, b
Mout T Giotnequect 7
Bivermer Glaciere ® Natonalet e Charenton-Ecoles 2

Tolbiac | Olympiades () @ L] 7.

fis? Maison, ELERN NN

Universitaire® Porte  Porte  Porte ,*ma
/G Tporte de vanves aoriéany S SlnEhete _ dialie de choisy divys/” vy o Aot £
A Ol Bl 2 SIC LR Wecine 4
ch o z P — g Maisons Alfort-Stade &
Malakoft e i op o5 e 4 emin ) MaisonsAffort . H
/ Plateau de Vanves | Wairie H Gentilly Bicétre ierre et Marie “Alfortville MaisonsAffort S
e Montrouge*() © ‘ i q
Viroftay' Rue Etienne Dolet* Laplace* Léo Lagrange Mairie d'ivry 7 L Créteil-UEchat H
Rive Droite P
> Villejuit ) Leverth Créteil-Universite
. OOy, o & e i wii §
> 27 t Bagneux GO T vieuit - Lowis arsgon Les Ardoines crl-préece
Chaville-Véizy = Bourga-Reine. 6010 reil-pompadour s ¢ :
Yo i S :
i Robinson  Choisy-e-Rol creteit
(Chrgyr ="\ - g / La Fraternlie o 5
) 7 e e S e e oyt & . H
Shtsas & S r VAS S L p— 2
bea? THV LT =t S e ¢
nvelines ¢ i esChevreuse (5) @@ athis mons Dourdan (C)  Malesherbes (D) (D)Melun £






OEBPS/graphics/9781641711746.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xv_03_parismontage2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/013_02_maraisneigh.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00viii_01_paris_east.jpg
H BDitiay PASSAGE  ATo RUE g, LEGEND SIGHTS
East Paris VoSt @ IS Wemarers S, st TR
. gm\’{‘éml" Moy, | @, ey, edestran-Friendly Area © Archacological Crypt () Louvre Wine Museum
aulerards s i
8 . OFERATD, 6017 psence ot ) 11 Popular Shopping Area @ Carnavalet Museum () Luxembourg Garden
& t o DES PRINCES OS50y, Tunnel
PN g seAGE DES e © Cluny Museum ® Notre-Dame Cathedral
] de RUE PANORAMAS. By ) . . v
"?pv 555 ro;m 3 ESThMare NEy, o0, @ Meétro Station, Suburban Train Stn. © Conciergerie @ Opéra Bastille
s = Bons)| i h
70 B, 3 DE  [iwite ~ © TolaCouléeVerte (@ Palais Royal Courtyards
Bt 'S gEPr = 4 of a Batobus Boat Stops Promenade-Park @ To Pere Lachaise Cemetery
i & ;
5, §®é§ saptane@ g ®  RiverTourBoat Stops @ Deportation Memorial @ Picasso Museum
$'%/ RUESTAUGUSTIN P & 7 Anondi Disti
S¥ X 3 R rrondissement/District @ Forum des Halles @ Pompidou Center
¥ o P e [l Landmark or Point of Interest © Holocaust Memorial @ Riverside Promenads Ramp
PASSAGES S : g
G 2 e 3 €)  Touristinformation Office © lle St. Louis @ Sainte-Chapell
STE.ANNE ainte-Chapelle
. g @ g D To Jardin des Plantes @ St. Séverin Church
Vendime 3 Sentler 500 Meters @ Jowish Art & History g o, Sulpice Church
o e o= Museur ® Victor Hugo's House
‘COLBERT  § Bl e ® Louvre Museum 9
) i) 4 ST_shy,
A = VEU; T
Y 5 s [ ot qj;f@,{ To Place dela \ Y 3‘&\“ ‘
ol 3 g PAssAGE | SUastopel GaredeIEst& R, & %‘kﬁfumq“ A
56 1;\‘ 2 R GaredutNord - @), , " AUk, & (S 2 < s
§ $ o
G LES © Etl Q ) e s G & it {“‘ : Oberkampf.
fenne s
%y HALLES), o i@ op e, & &
S sreere 5 e LD, S 2
2 $ Les Hallee 3 Fillesdu | \%
S 3 ® © 3 c;:m:? o2
FaislsRoya. O N
| Musée du Lowee S o
Rug, V‘Qoz;w“
MUSEE DU
Rambuteal  JUDAISME R2E 2oy, “""%ﬂ
Ry,
Ak Ruron
Chatelet- " %;
Les Halles .Frar\;s:n 2
RUE ST,CLAVDE 3
°
3 2
b g\ﬁw“

Stravinsky
ST.MERRI

INSTITUT

§ =
LAy S
& 4y -
& Yo §—RUEDES W
& Sy BEAUY—g
o & G
& u
3 § 3§ =
& &S MUSEE. 5 §
B 2 Place DELACROIX ' i
. & st. Germain-
des-Prés

9

des-Prés
ov®, @ @ deshrts ' . e
2| uabton & &
H z §¢& <,
=§ ) £ & g o
~% 5 & BT.JULIEN 2 ST.LoUIS.
Y e K\JEH,&DLY\CE% LY o;'f% ®"’, \ﬂvb“ LE PAUVRE. €4 ENVILE (5 lle
S z gl S [ i
& st Sulplce ; 's'm E 8§ Rl 6025%‘ 0,0 aQ
tSulplcel "5, 1S BB WL,
EOEMEZERES | (D SuLhicE B 8
g z ]
2 ~ &
/ R ‘
Montparnasse
H . JULES CESAR:
e «0""‘%‘5‘@“%’/ =
< MONDEARABE /. 4 90
) 2 % 12¢
110] -

Gare dAusterlitz Garede Lyo..\«

RUE






OEBPS/graphics/062_01_napstomb.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/066_02_clunymus.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/042_01_03o_arctriompheopener_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/053_01_mjrmusneigh_pa.jpg
Major Museums Neighborhood

NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY

<~—ToEiffel
Tower.

ToRodin
Museum
& Army
Museum /

Asmstmblée
Nationale

>, RUE ST, AUGUSTIN =
HOTEL "~ [y LADUREE & @ ;Bmurss
5
CRILLON /& & riz RUGHT @/ B ANK &
2 NG & HoOTELY ™ g
EMBASSY & R & @ b 4 5
* S % » Suer ) GALLERIE &/
L & Place ) UEDE VIVIENNE—L
Concorde—»(@) ©5 Vendome /. A 2 Bezy,
Sy & WH & ) 2 Chig
Sy ey ROYPMTH 0§ Sl wg /i Pyramides 5 hpd
S8 SN/ ST SIS /L) ey
2p 85 > IS o y
0/ Pplacede © 215 /S cf Ay
Fetlt 1o Concorde Kips A7, RV o ot
Palals (@) PATARER 207 Laldlortes) N & ) Royal danque
= d”l Place du 5 DE FRANCE
ORANGERIE S0 baais @ T PALAIS
Tulleries S e LROYAL
Q4 Garden Y W
< O, ®@ @ 7orompidou
a3, TOY SAILBOAT » Center
\ W3, ARC DU alais Royal-
FRENCH /% 2 RENIED CARROUSEL £ ‘Muske s

R R,

300 Meters

@ Bus #69 eastbound
o f © Bus #69 westbound

300 Yards

& Place du @ K
Musée] 4 . AN
s 170 LR Carrousel 5
. S S 38
ORSA g 35

QE auxta; > o" Louvre Louvre-

fez/é.M USEUM 50"’

2
£y,
4
LN

w
N
Stre/%

ol
Tolleft
Bank Walk V7 ‘

Bac &






OEBPS/graphics/head.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xiv_01_parismontage1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/039_01_segway.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/053_02_tuileries.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xviii_01_01h_rickwelcome_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/033_01_rivercruise.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/012_02_latinquarter2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/book.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/030_01_bybike.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xii_01_france.jpg
S Portsmouth
Brighton

oPoole

Sallsbury__/" canterbury™
mf?ﬁw 2
m D".,ENGLAND S

Penzance_ < Newhaver

Land's

End
Isles Of
Scilly

S \,\f‘Wés;ﬂ,
<-R

Y
7/\\ P
Bacnm&/ %)\
LTS

I
=
N e

N»mm.
Dlappi. m \\Amlené

Lo otk /?
3 (eurA/ Béauvals >/))

ﬁ"mvaugn

e I.ongwy ¢ ZE
& 3 > N
o Listeux CHA ILI.YI VERDUN Thionviley )= Heldelberg
S5l A\ om bl s.myu’n ATERELD ) J
3 M e CAEN MERORIAL N"‘ W) = [ 1
Marvalx. M ;‘om = WUSEUM (b ¥ Eprouk m/‘ .
= .;wmm M ! & F 2 Craions
Ouessant  Prest,, i NEYLANRT ;( A | NE
St Brltuco - P /) R L0 m
Bigan \ | “Fontorson Aléngon Gl at \>‘>\x
SR TSR ¥ /'Foug&res o Chartres /20 sain EE SvPier Toul (M S\_Strasbo S /
ﬂulmpﬂ. =/ romma.u | {( ) W ALSE E "u,"
- |/ BLeAu =0 mn:uvmé.) m :
/ o LN Chaimont S
) m.m Nl = N\ Syl K,yscml.,,,q. i «
Le Mans ’ olmar
Ile de Groix 7\.m:-xz=40n BEYie an —sOrtéans | Larvene® Latlle ‘{ \ 4 Egulahz!m\
Quiberon e CARNAC oariecns ¥ / < Auxerre. NCulrmont g
o\ & ) o8 1 Muthouse).
Belle-le Angers /| D HAMBORD . | ud Avnllcn-&\ ABBEY OF A \
ER LoD Ampsi Q’lu cnsq‘&m Lokl SSEONTENAY [T W,
g S nboise, vezelhy 3 7B Ifort tl
_rorre wanGEASH 2 bemiwend i
Nantes'®” —w, CHENONCEAT e N T E \ y ;
§ FoNTEvRAOR u; S NS
Noirmodtier SCholet ‘”‘x‘;:‘w L fYLANORY N i, / SWITZE
N \ RIDEAU Jj\ ) VALENCAY Boukgen 5"";-""7“\ o5 (& 1]
e a Roohe-| ) ehehikols
alfeuy Rarhel ot o7 G dan ochauaurm)x INevers  Locrousors M| Bgaune’ A Bern &
i hy/ LA\ fchaton: | ) Negasne B ,//f,w’m'v N
LEGEND Les b 'Q Poitiere)/Cusiviany \ KocHepor “gour-saons/ [ % J \_Jshriaken 221
N = =0 uyere ,1
ore, / © F A N Vatlorbe—_ (5 Z.m AL /
lle de Re % 468 e = —skilieamne gy elwal
—EST— Freeway/Autoroute L_m'm“’./ & = Nl oyl I /, N\
g , 3 X cxm Bourh oo- ] e
Major il Line i \ o [, i / “%T\ “m% XD Boud ,/ngm (\\/m d
@) Airport (« oo N 13 wﬁm P
/ S Y & Roanc) & . Manlgny Jzermar
4 NationalPark Saintesel i ‘ P m r..my Chamonb?‘
Natural Wonder k Sy Imaaeﬂ \&q\’ Y ok m
w  RuinMuseum, %= [Rngdhlamy PRANCRE \Ans@
Other Point of Interest 2 /7(\/
u t Emlllon Brive-la:) R A S
Castle/Monument/Palace Ptrlgucux Galllard ) \ m/ \\K 2 i
a0 O\G N m Y4 N\ Modane
o .. u»py/a o . 5 © o a,,a 1| |/ Grenoble =Rt
S can L lar Capéda \\/ e
50Kiometers A, Bergerat vt MBeypiac, wCOUEEREDE *Valence Briangon e
50miles, sf Bulsson koa.sm.é?w N /
DUNE DU 4 2631
PILAT -
feamorafoedh *sx-cirg -
IMERLE -~ Lapop!
Vaison-la E
ine
r°fr, ®Corids ange Rormain ) Digre
Verpe Puyeelst
Uanes Santander St-Jean- | |oax g
o . de-Luz_ /! \ / “Albi Y
:uaﬂ\~ @ San \ Birdes A Spau® ,.“Mﬁﬁﬁn
N\ ¢ Sebastidn, N e o Toulouse Sarees \ Do GraetlMe S bonaco
s QQORE. "B,/Bayunne Mantpzlllaro f GRAND Villefranche-sur-Mer
GUGGENHEIMTB| Vav‘@&“"ﬁ“ fartibla N / Caunts- \ Sy \ w d CARYON EEIje ﬁl
& ln 5; Jean m.; \X,Tarbsa Mmervols Mlnzrveé//A oy v A B\W’—ﬂ A Nice 2
(} de-Port | A8 S 7\4\/{ \31 Carusaonne* ziers  MORTES Marselllﬁq; . Cannes %
\m == /SR Setroper 4 A :

(, ¥
o

L] I
B o se” QS Sadlagiete . -
N , V. Perpignan
N M.c..;..,.\\\\/ ¢ 3 e

Andm.g. A

SPAIN NATIONAL aVella =~ Toun = R 3p0re Bou R i
To PARK T\ (2 Cadaquts (France)
Madrid Barcelona¥ |« Figueres






OEBPS/graphics/027_01_69bussign.jpg
Champ de Mars






OEBPS/graphics/0xvi_01_parisfull.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/title1.jpg
Key to Rick Steves Paris

Symbols and Abbreviations MAP LEGEND
TI Tourist information office . Viewpoint
wc Restroom 4 Entrance
o More information elsewhere in the book :

v 5 € Tourist Info
0 Rick Steves audio tour available
RS%  Discount for Rick Steves readers Restfoom

W Castle

Sights i Church
AAX  Mustses = Point of Interest

AA Try hard to see

A ‘Worthwhile Fountain

No rating Worth knowing about Park

Hotels @ Bike Rental/Route
Dollar signs reflect the cost of a basic double room n Stairs

without breakfast in high season. Unless otherwise noted,
credit cards are accepted, hotel staff speak basic English, = === Walk/Tour Route
and free Wi-Fi is generally available. Trail

$$%$9$ Splurge: Most rooms over €250 @ Airport
$$$  Pricier: €190-250 © TexiStand
$$ Moderate: €130-190
$ Budget: €70-130 Bus Stop
¢ Backpacker: Under €70 @ Batobus Stop
® Riverboat Tour Stop
Restaurants v B Métro Stop
Dollar signs reflect the cost of a typical main course. N
Splurge items (steak, seafood) add to the price. @ Parking
$$$$  Splurge: Most main courses over €30 B suburban Train Stop
$$$  Pricier: €25-30 (eigncdiRER CHTTEIN)
$$ Moderate: €15-25 © Tourist Train
$ Budget: Under €15 Pedestrian Zone

. --= Railway
Basics

Exchange Rate: 1euro (€) = about $1.20
France Calling Code: 33

-+ Ferry/Boat Route

Official Tourism Website: www.parisinfo.com

Hours: Like Europe, this book uses the 24-hour clock. It's the same
through 12:00 noon, then keeps going: 13:00, 14:00, and so on.
For anything over 12, subtract 12 and add p.m. (14:00 is 2:00 p.m.).

Transit: For transit departures listed in this book, frequency is shown first,
then duration. So, a train connection listed as “2/hour, 1.5 hours” departs
twice each hour and the journey lasts an hour and a half.

Book Updates

This book is updated regularly—but
things change. For the latest, visit
www ricksteves.com/update.

How Was Your Trip?
Let us know at
www.ricksteves.com/feedback.





OEBPS/graphics/010_01_00_orient.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00vi_01_paris_west.jpg
o,

Ry,

3

oy, .
0k

LeBus

@ Direct

%,
£, oy A4
B a8y,
Jiten/ 5 o
& TRE S
9 BIKE
& RENTAL GRENEL

392039

Alma

LE

Marceau,
R2E4hacrawe: i ® presipENT=WILEQN M@
o I %2 delhim
£y e
3 5 =
& 3 P OR€ ¥ 2
2 z
& - Pontde 2
9 >~ TAIma > &
W 28 a B wiEsEoUTs  HIVERSIDE PROVE
%R DE PARIS. e
A Place de @ QUAI DO
ooy % laRésistance AMERICAN
O RUE COGNACQ Ay CHURCH
?50 _QUAI BRANLY =
0\\ < MUSEUM

&

&
Placede & Eeote ilaire
recole @y
ilitire e

:® Ry
West Paris SEERIRES % g
& Y & o T
| & W T
-1 ' MUSEE 2
oimots S o IACQUEMART: N
S @ & od % > BNy
% o Xk P S | g Y.
e e e I
ey, @ Glilesde B0/ HAUSSMANN ]
7o kgD Place Gaulle Etolle 8>
La Défense Ds,wfhmmcmm AVE-DE S
e @
peocoTRIAN %e. |
cH | aUNoeRraes S, @ .
ARCDE o Yog, Y L
POy & St Phllppe |
ool A
> 3
CHAMPS- " & N
ELYSEES. & 3
a4
WP B
o9 z
o z
R @ i
& &
| &
F o N
B s FrankiinD.
& ) Rooserelt

fgaanvA
1 83ALNO

DORS:

@‘ 4 \ g@ R oTE RNTEL L
5 o oARe oy, 7
pE__LAN__ BIENFAISANCE ﬁ,& W\ STLAZARE i D;Qisvfontmrtra
3
sT.AvGusTN  To, | ™ H mn‘g
% LD S R
Ly © WA praie | G
e @ (o L
StAugustin L oty 2
PINIERE Ha
3 g e Bintn oPERA k&
w 0ETE
e A® RUE DE PROVENCE
-
@wromesnit T Py U
£ MATHUR|Ns, @
| %
i | § e awer
§ 5 s, | orera
2 & BUSTO b GARNIER
| DE GAULLE—>(B)
§ AIRPORT
g
2

AY

Invalldes.

MAUBOURG

Ri DE CONSTANTINE

Masbourg.

NATIONALE & <
o LN
& 2
~ Placed: 5
Pp:;:,‘: @ Assemplécy,
Sie ,5,:,,,,,,, Natlonale. 1\%’
%,
20, %
§ g,
§ st
S GERMAIN 0
e, s Solférino | £ F T B ANK
7 SIGHTS
© American Church © Opéra Garnier
‘) @ Arc de Triomphe @ Orangerie Museum
© To Architecture and @ Orsay Museum
e o Monuments Museum; ) Paris Sewer Museum
2 iakey, Maritime Museum; !
H “|  MarmottanMuseum (@ Petit Palais &
5 Musée des Beaux-Arts
o O ArmyMuseum & :
I Napoleon's Tomb @ Quai Branly Museum
2 © Eiffel Tower ® Rodin Museum
o @ Grand Palais @ RueCler
o @ Jacquemart-André Mus, @ Tuileries Garden
© LaMadeleine Church

| ASSEMBLEE £ S






OEBPS/graphics/music.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/022_01_metrostation.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00i_01_paristitle.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/037_01_02h_winetastingparis_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/024_01_genericmetro.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/010_02_pararrond_pa.jpg
Paris

Arrondissements

PERIPHERIQUE 18

(RING FREEWAY) RIGHT BANK
Y 19

9 J[10

20
§ 12
LEFT BANK § Bois
14 - T bel
o 13 Nincennes

.






OEBPS/graphics/059_01_eifneigh_pa.jpg
iffel Tower & Nearby

i
i o
g /;"AM a8,/ 21 Sz S*‘Vr\"‘\% Place [ranp 2
Le Bus < Triomphe & ar B W\& Francois PALAIS © PETIT
Directto & o) z T Alma- Ter © Sealais
D68 0rly < @ @Maruzu -

ARCHITECTURE o0 PRESIDENT WILSON. COURS ALBERT 1ER

&MONUMENTS % léna -

SRR\ L
= N/ = ; o )
1063dEro. 4 CINEAQUA B Jtwer QUAT ]

§ MUSEUM 2 Invalides
MARITIME 3 [M)
MUSEUM _ S o

P igsar e s To Oreay

&
S Esplanade
LaTour. | Placedes
N Invalides
b
N D ot R ——
® S RUET w  HOTELDES
S S P
)eo * 4%7 CLER=, o !NVAI.JDEB A&’Wg
NG Bus #69 - % s N &
+ &~ Starts/Ends oo/ MO
Parcdu Miivair
%, Champ & &”"NAPOLEON'S ToMB
b de Mars Y AVE, DE TouRy L (¢
i ) v
PLAY-u Y
GROUND. RODIN
R FATTIRE voﬂ“* ® ¢ 23 MUaEUM
3 TOURS % LeBus™”. O
Dirsct
@ 0 Orly 400 Meters.
Dupleix
La Motte-
'?4/5;0 Ploguet- @ 400 Yards
oy Grenelle &
> Cambronne






OEBPS/graphics/058_01_eiffelatnight.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xiv_02_parismontage1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/00iv_01_parisov_pa.jpg
A A To
\ De Gaule Airport
MARCHE |
7€ = Arrondissements (Districts) AUXPUCES [} &horch
[D.111} || L A1)
3 BLYD. PERIPHERIQUE _(RING FREEWAY)
) A ¥ Qrortede
BLYD. NEY & BLYD. MACDONALD la Villette
§ T e, [t =
D rortede \ &5 Parc
Clignancourt 9 de la Villette
f s c
S O % &
i 2 o
5l e %L 18e z J
& % 2
w % o /
o) LINDUSTRIE
2 k /
g MONT- MARTRE |y 4
/< 3 /|
S H
Montmartre | 1
Cemetery I
Y iMouLiN 8 I
ROUGE SACRE. P !
7 N
5 g Abbesse N"'Xoiu ol 7 7
<
@“"NY £oCHEC @énvers,
Blanche @
\ES Pigalle GARE DU
CouRCE NoRD
ToLaDéfense & o
La Grande Arche oL Pare
< [t Gart du Nord| S00 Matore
Segiie JACQUEMART- e < % 500 Yards.
WoESE ARC DE ANDRE MUSEUM AL )
e | TRIOMPHE AN GALERIES £ % Gare deI'est
R BiVD. HAUSSM LAFAYETTE P
%
OENE 9e JOASS
& ﬂwENUE 0(//\b‘a 5 %
To Bols de ) O, 2 &e  MADELEINE OPERA B, )
Boulogne & S Lvp, 5
e o H 0 GARNIER S, 2
16e | ps, ENrs /o]
Y “Elyg, Place de ,v,‘:g s 20e
193 Ia Concorde Place & TN place del
s c & lace dela
crapp | T \ vendime [RII GH T 5 s
LAIS. Q) & Gambet:
To Marmottan ARCHITECTURE & PALAIS H B l o PALAIS 2e N &; 4, HER)
Museum MONUMENTS MUSEUM S clerg, ROYAL 3
rmcéhm/ RIVER - ey, S BA N K Q\;\ Be
© ForRUM JEWISH @
"TROCADERO| SEWES QUAL 4
(S 2 (A MUSEUMDORSAY | ‘Eaplanade DES HALLES MUSEUM ~ PICASSO 5 — d pére
A SRAnLy des Invalides 'S i MUSEUM® 5, P Iatraie
MUSEUM MUSEUM GE5T. DOMINIGUE =) (9 POMPIDOU, CMARAIS ’é o 3 Cemetery
s : 2
EIFFEL ARMY MUSEUM' s, Placedu z < 9 <
TOWER 7e &NAPOLEON'S -~ Euoes  Chitelet CARNAVALET % > c0aUEE £
>
CLER (03 %, EleT & CHAPELEE ‘ RUe 55 & = Phipps B
Pare b\ &9 # RODIN - L] S t i ] iz, e o2
Champ de, "% MUSEUM o) ! \ lle de ' 11e St ¥
Mars AVE. DE TOURYILLE % DELACROIX LA ciré “ Z
A MUSEUM Ly 9 de I ‘, 2
Hakelm vz %‘ by A pebdRran Bastill e
ECOLE % 3 BF & MEMORIAL \ o
MILITAIRE b z ST, SULPICE Joib DY Bassin de
To & Rennes @) & ; @ CLUNY, ST.CERMAI I'Amna\i
& <
o Versallles 5 % S U S [ museum BANK
via Traln-C 7 ) o & SORBONNE 7 ARAB WORL% \
s, @2 o b INSTIUTE Placedeld
/ €0¢a2 ) X PANﬁEON g Vubsies D€ Hation ~
“%" MONTPARNASSE [Tl % S To Bols de
15e TOWER 7 T D Mongel Jardin des Vincennes
© Ge's LATIN & 800 plances
So° T QUARTERZ Z\  GaredAusterlitz,
925\ onrPakase S & g%“ GARE
e 7 S DAUSTERLI
,# Montpamasse | = cravoe
Ceneter| | o /o, Kt o
((Only selected Métro stations are shown ) / Rochereau LoRy2. 0
> Denfert- AL b
/ Rochereau (§) CATACOMBS. N
% &






OEBPS/graphics/00ii_01_partoc1.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/066_01_latinquarter.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/007_01_01h_friendlywaiter_pa.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/xviii_02_rick_signature.jpg
2 A





OEBPS/graphics/008_01_classroomeuropelogo.jpg
CLASSROOM

EUROPE





OEBPS/graphics/050_01_saintechapelle.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/032_01_carsrouge.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/0xv_01_parismontage2.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/001_01_introopener.jpg





OEBPS/graphics/061_01_sewertour.jpg





