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THE COLD WAR STEVE ANNUAL has been an idea kicking around the office for as long as I can remember, filed next to the Cold War Steve fan club, convention and Christmas no 1. So, it is incredibly exciting to finally see this come to life, the inaugural edition you hold in your hands before you!


This book acts as a round-up of the year, or, in the case of this bumper first edition, features eighteen months of artwork from the mighty vaults of Christopher Spencer. It is a collection of his best work, his most cutting visual commentary, his most surreal, hilarious and tragic depictions of those in power and the state of the world.


Through humour, satire and a cast of ludicrous characters in dystopian settings, Cold War Steve’s big, bold and often epic artworks attempt to explain how we ended up here, our national obsession with nostalgia, being ruled-over by hereditary weirdos and below-average political operators, and the absolute failure of our leaders to manage the country in this time of super-history and mega-crises – preferring instead to massage their mates’ portfolios, or throw a giant free-for-all office party in the eye of the storm.


Cold War Steve shines a light through the thick fog of misinformation and political rhetoric on those who have brought out the worst in us all. But also, I think, he offers hope for the future through positive activism, common sense, collaboration and the good people out there who inspire us and actively push for greater common good within our communities every day.


It is a great honour and delight to have some exclusive contributions within these pages as well. Somehow we managed to gather an A-list cast of writers including James O’Brien on ‘Partygate’, award winning novelist Sheena Patel, Jason Williamson of Sleaford Mods, John Sweeney live from Ukraine, Kit de Waal invoking Jonathan Swift, comedian Stewart Lee, and former international goalkeeper Neville Southall in conversation with Liverpudlian spoken word hero PJ Smith, AKA Roy.


Good people, join us as we pull back the curtain.










IT WAS NOT A PARTY



JAMES O’BRIEN
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IN THE BEGINNING, there were no parties. Of this Boris Johnson was absolutely certain. We know because he said so. In the House of Commons on 1 December 2021: ‘What I can tell the right honourable and learned gentleman is that all guidance was followed completely in No 10.’ And on the BBC on 7 December: ‘All the guidelines were observed.’


The next day, alas, footage emerged of his press secretary, Allegra Stratton, joking with Downing Street colleagues about a ‘Downing Street Christmas party on Friday night’. Johnson, who both lived and worked in Downing Street, was sickened and furious. We know because he said so: ‘I apologise for the impression that has been given that staff in Downing Street take this less than seriously. I am sickened myself and furious about that, but I repeat what I have said . . . I have been repeatedly assured that the rules were not broken. I repeat that I have been repeatedly assured since these allegations emerged that there was no party and that no Covid rules were broken.’


He instructed Simon Case, the cabinet secretary and head of the civil service, to investigate the claims. After reports that Case had attended one of the parties, he was forced to remove himself from the investigation. He was replaced by experienced civil servant Sue Gray.


Within a week, the story would change again. While it was no longer the case that there hadn’t been any parties, Boris Johnson was adamant that he knew nothing about them and certainly hadn’t been anywhere near them. We know because he said so. On Sky News on 13 December: ‘I can tell you once again that I certainly broke no rules . . . all that is being looked into.’


One week later, photographs emerged of Downing Street staff, including Boris Johnson, his then fiancé and their new baby, attending what looked a lot like a drinks party in the Downing Street garden. There were even cheese boards. It was not, however, a party. We know because he said so. On 20 December on the BBC: ‘Those were people at work, talking about work. I have said what I have to say about that.’
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