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Chapter 1


When Animals Ruled


Long ago, when the Earth was young, animals,
not people, ruled the world. Manitou, the Great
Creator Spirit, had given the animals all they needed
to rule the lakes, the mountains and the forests.


He had given Squirrel and Chipmunk supple bodies
that weighed barely as much as a breath of wind
so they could climb tall trees and scamper along
the thinnest branches to eat the sweetest fruits
and tastiest nuts. He had given Coyote speed
and strength, sharp teeth and strong claws so
she could hunt and kill her food.
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All the animals felt sorry for the poor
humans. Humans were weak and clumsy,
they had no sharp claws to catch and kill
food and no thick fur to keep them warm
during the icicle-sharp winter nights.


Humans were shy, timid creatures
who crept about beneath the trees
in the forest, hiding from Coyote
and the other animals with
sharp teeth and claws.


All the humans had to eat were the fruit
and nuts that Squirrel and Chipmunk
dropped and the bitter leaves and tough
roots that no animal wanted to eat.








